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SHE advantages which may refult from 


travelling, not only to the travellers 


themfelves but to mankind in general, have 
been univerfally acknowledged by the greateft 
and wifeft men of all ages and nations, It 
will therefore be unneceflary to fay any thing 
here in commendation of Voyages and Tra~ 


-vels, or to attempt an encomium of the work 
before us, 


The firft edition of Dampier’s Voyages 
was publifhed by himfelf, but not in the 
fame order they were performed, which has 
a little perplexed the narrative ; the language. 
is now partly become obfolete, which renders 
the perufal more difficult to common readers ; 


and the edition js alfo now set) {carce. 
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To remedy thetei inconveniencies, the ue 
nolégical order wherein the feries of events 
happened is obferved in this edition ; all old 


phrafes 


* 
beet 


iV PR ee oe. 
phrafes and expreflions are modernized ; and 
to render this publication ftill more accepta- 
ble to naturalifts and geographers, where our 
author had only given the common country 
names of natural fubjects, the prefent fy{te- 
matical names are added without altering his 
defcriptions, which have always been quoted 
as of the greateft authority by writers on na- 
tural hiftory, and the names of places are 
corrected according to the modern {pelling of 
the lateft geogr apes 


Hovtes thus endeavoured to render an ac~ 
ceptable fervice to the public, we hope to 


meet with their appr abanon and encourage- 
ment. | . : 


Mr. DAMPIER ’s Voyages 


Bay of CAMPEACHY. 


CAPE 


G ontaining an account of the Wap Indies, the Bay of 
Campeachy and the parts adjacent. 


oF WAS defcended from a very reputable family 
| in the parifh of Eaft.Coker, in Somerfetthire, 
where | was born in the year 1652, and du- 

ring the life of my father and mother, was edus 
cated in ‘a manner requifite to qualify me for a 
trade; but lofing both my parents while I was ve- 
ry young, thofe perfons under whofe care I was 
eft, tole other mealeiey and, refolving to com- 
ply with my early inclination of feeing the world, 
about the year 1669, bound me toa : mafter of a 
fhip at Weymouth in Dorfetthire ; with him I 
made a voyage to France that year, and the next to 
Newfoundland, being then only about eighteen 
years of age. In this voyage I {pent one fummer; 

_ but fo pinched with the rigour of that cold climate, 
that upon my return I was abfolutely againft go- 
_ ing to thofe parts of the world; but went home 
again to my friends. Yet going up, a while after 


eg London, the offer of a warm voyage and a leng | 


ene, both which I always defired, ‘foon carried me 
to 
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to fea again. For hearing of an outward-bound 
Eaft-India man, the John and Martha of London, 
Capt. Earning commander, I entered my {elf on 
board, and was employed before the matt, for 
which my two former voyages had fome way qua- 
lifled me. We went directly for Bantam in the Ifle 
of Java, and ftaying there about two months, came 
home again in little more than a year; touching at 
St. Jago, one of the Cape Verd Ifands at our go- 
ing out, and at Afcenfion in our return. In this 
voyage I gain’d more experience in navigation, but 
kept no journal. We arrived at Plymouth about 
two months before Sir Robert Holms went out a- 
gainft the Dutch Smyrna fleet ; and the fecond. 
Dutch wars breaking out upon this, I forbore going 
to fea that fummer, retiring to my brother’s in So- 
merfetfhire. But growing weary of ftaying afhore, 
T entered myfelf on board the Royal Prince, com- 


manded by Sir Edward Spragge, and ferved under 
him in the year 1673, being the laft of the Dutch 


war. We had three engagements that fummer; I 
was in two of them, but falling very fick, I was 
put on board an hofpital fhip, a day or two before 
the third engagement, only feeing it at a diftance, 
in which Sir Edward Spragee was kill’d. Soon 
-after I was fent to Harwich, with the reft of the 
fick and wounded: and after languifhing a great 


while, I went home to my brother to recover my — 


health. cs al a re 

By this time the war with the Dutch was con- 
cluded ; and with my health, I recovered my old 
inclination for the fea, A neighbouring gentleman, 
Colonel Hellier of Eaft-Coker in Somerfetthire, 
made me a feafonable offer to go and manage a 


plantation of his in Jamaica, under one Mr. Whal- . 


ley for which place I fet out with Capt. Kent, in 
the Content of Londen. tate By, 


I was 
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I was then about twenty-two years old, and had 
never been in the Weft-Indies ; and therefore, left 
I might be trapan’d and fold as a fervant after my 
arrival in Jamaica, | agreed with Capt. Kent to 
work as a feaman for my paffage, and had ic un- 


der his hand to be clear’d at our arrival. We fail- 


ed out of the river Thames in the beginning of 
the year 1674, and meeting with favourable winds 
in a fhort time got into the trade-wind and went 


merrily along, fteering for the ifland Barbadoes. 


When we came in fight of it, Captain Kent told 
his paffengers, if they would pay his’ port-charges 


| he would anchor in the road, and ftop while they 
got refrefhment : but the merchants not caring to 


part with their money, he bore away, directing his 
courfe towards Jamaica. | 

The next ifland that appeared in our view was 
St. Lucia. ’*Tis diftant from Barbadoes about ge 
leagues, and very wealthy in laree timber trees fit 
for all ufes. For this reafon tis often vifited by 
the Enelifh, who ftock themfelves here with rol- 


lers, &c. They have endeavoured to fettle an Eng. | 


lifh colony there, but hitherto unfuccefsfully, be- 
caufe of the Caribbee Indians. | 

The Caribbees are a fort of warlike indians, de- 
lighting to rove on the fea in periagoes or large ca- 
noes; their ufual habitations are on the main, but 
at certain feafons of the year they vifit the iflands 
for their pleafure. Barbadoes was formerly much 
frequented by them; but fince the Englith fettled 
there, they have been forced to abandon it, and con- 


| tent themfelyes with their fea voyages, or with fuch 
‘lands only as are not pofitfied by the Europeans, 


except where they have hopes of conquering, as at 
Siro dobar hua ie 
Near the main where thefe indians live, lies To- 
bago, which We it was firit fettled by the Dutch, 


My 
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was much infeited by them. Thefe indians, as ¥ 
have heard, had formerly plantations on moft of the 
Caribbee iflands, and in their fea voyages ufed to 
remain three weeks or. a month at a time on one 
ifland, and then remove to another; and fo vifited 
-moft of them before their return to the main. 
_ St. Vincent is another of thefe iflands lying near 
St. Lucia: we paffed between them; and feeing a 
fmoke on St. Lucia, we fent our boat afhore there. 
Our men found forme of the Caribee-Indians, and 
bought of them plantains, bonanos, pine apples, 
and fugar canes; and returning aboard again, there 
came with them 4 canoe with three or four of the 
Indians. Thefe often repeated the word Captain 
Warner, and feemed to be in fome difquiet about 
him. We-did not then underftand rhe meaning of 
it; But fince T have been informed that this Capt: 
Warner, whom they mentioned, was born at Anti- 
gua, one of our Englifh iflands, and the fon of 
governor Warner, by an Indian woman, and bred 
up by his father after phe Englith manner; he 
Yearned the Indian language alfo of his mother ; 
but being grown up, and finding himfelf defpifed 
by his Englith kindred, he forfook his fathers 
fhoufe, got away to St. Lucia, and there lived 
among the Caribbee Indians, his relations by the 
tMmother’s fide. Where conforming himfelf to their 
cuftoms he became one of their captains, and roved 
from ene ifland’ to another, as. they did. About 
this time the Caribbees had plundered fome of our 
‘Englifh plantations at Antigua, and therefore go- 
vernor Warner’s fon by his wite, took a’party of 
men and went to fupprefs thofe Indians; and com- 
‘ing to the place where his brother the Indian’ War- 
‘ner lived, there was great feeming joy at their meet- 
ing; but how far it was real the event fhewed ; for 
the English Warner providing plenty of liquor, and 
re : | inviting 
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inviting his half brother to be merry with him, in 
the midft of his entertainment ordered his men 
upon a fignal given to murder him and all his In- 
‘dians ; which was acccordingly performed. ‘The 
‘reafon of this inhuman action 1s varioufly reported ; 
fome fay that this Indian Warner committed all the 
fpoil that was done to the Englith; and for that 
‘reafon his brother killed him and his men. Others, 
that he was a great friend to the Englifh, and 
would not fuffer his men to hurt them, but did all 
that lay in his power to perfuade them to an ami- 
cable commerce ; and that his brother killed him, 
hecaufe he was afhamed to be related to an Indian. 
But be it how it will, he was called in queftion for 
she murder, and forced to come home to take his - 
rial th npland. Such perfidious doings as thefe, 
hefides the bafenefs of them, are great hindrances 
ro our gaining an intcreft among the Indians. 
Leaving thele iflands we fteered away further weft, 
and falling in with the eaft end of Hifpaniola, we 
ranged along the fouth fide to Cape Tiburon, at the 
weft end of the ifland. There we lay to and fent 
our boat afhore; for Captain Kent had been in-’ 
formed that there were great groves of orange trees - 
‘pear this cape; but our men not finding any, he 
then concluded there were none: but I have been 
fince informed myitelf by feyeral who have been 
there, that there are enough of them thereabouts. 
From hence we fteered away for Jamaica, where we. 
arrived in a fhort time, bringing with us the firft 
news of the peace with the Dutch. ‘sp 
Here, according to my contract, I was immedi- 
ately difcharged; andthe next day I went to the 
Spanith town, called Saint Jago de la Vega; where 
meeting with Mr. Whalley, we went together to 
Col. Hellier’s plantation in Sixteen Mile-walk. In 
ur way thither we pafled through Sir Thomas 
| _ Muddiford’s 
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Muddiford’s plantation, at the Angels, where at 
that time were otta and cocoa trees growing ; and 
fording a pretty large river, we travelled along the 
fide of it two or three miles up the ftream, there 
being high mountains on each fide. The way to 
Sixteen Mile-walk was formerly a great deal about, 
round a large mountain; till Mr.’Cary Hellier, the 
colonel’s brother, found out this way. And be- 
ing defirous of making a fhorter cut, he and fome 
others coafted along the river, till they found it run 
between a rock that ftood up perpendicularly fteep 
en each fide, and with much difficulty they climb- 
ed over it. But a dog that belonged to them, find- 
img ahole to creep through the rock fuggefted to 


them that there was a hollow pafflage ; and he 
clear'd it by blowing up the rock with gunpowder, 
till he had made a way through it broad enough 
for a horfe with a pack, and high enough fer a man 
to ride through, ‘This 1s called the Hollow Rock. 
Some other places he levelled and made it an indif- 
ferent good paflage.. a, 

He was a very ingenious gentleman, and doubt- 
lefs had he lived, might have propagated fome ad- 
vantageous arts on that ifland. Hie was once en- 
deavouring to make falt petre at the Angels, but 
aid not bring it to perfection. Whether the earth 
there was not right, I know not; but probably 


there may be falt petre carth in other places, efpe- 


cially about Paflage-fort, where, as J have been 
informed, the canes will not make good fugar, by 
Fealon of the faltnefs of the foil, = 
Hlived withMr, Whalley at fixteen Mile- walk for 
almoft fix months, and then entred my felf into 


the fervice of one captain Heming, to manage 


iis plantation at St. Anns, on the north fide of the 
iland, and accordingly rode from St. jago de la 
Vega towards St. Anns. . 


This 
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This road has but forry accornmodations for tra- 
vellers. The firft night I Jay at a poor hunters hut, 
atthe foot of Mount Diabolo on the fouth fide of 
it, where for want of cloaths to cover me in the 
night I was very cold when the land-wind fprang 
up. 7 | : 
This mountain is part of the great ridge that | 
runs the length of the ifland from eaft to weit ; to 
the eaft tis call’d the Blew Mountain, which is 
‘higher than this. The next day crofling Mount 
Diabolo, I gota hard lodging at the foot of it on 
the north fide ; and the third day after arrived at. 
Captain Heming’s plantation. ple Ce 

Here I was clearly out of my element and 
therefore as foon as Captain Heming came thither, » 
I difengaged myfelf from him, and took my paflage 
on board a floop to Port Royal, with one Mr. Sta- 
tham, who ufed the trade round the ifland, and 
touched there at that time. tie 

From Port Royal J failed with Mr. Fifhook, who 
traded to the north fide of the ifland, and fometimes 
round it; and by thofe coafting voyages | came ac- 
-quainted with all the ports and bays about Jamaica, 
_and with all their manufactures, as alfo with the be- 
nefit of the land and fea winds ; for our bufinels was 
to bring goods to, or carry them from the planters 


_ at Port Royal, and we were always entertained ci- 


villy by them, both in their houfes and plantations, | 
having liberty to walk about and view them ; they 
gave us alfo plaintains, yams, potatoes, &c. to car- 
ry on board with us, on which we fed commonly | 
all our voyage. | 
But after fix or feven months, I left that employ 
alfo, and fhipped myfelf a-board one Capt, Hudiel, 
who was bound to the Bay of Campeachy, to load - 
logwood. | . 


We 


/ 
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We fatled from Port Royal about the beginning 
of Augoft, 1675, in company with Capt. Wren in 
2 fmatl famaica bark, and Capt. Johnfon command- 
er of a ketch belonging to New England. 

_ This voyage is al! che way before the wind, and 
‘therefore fhips commonly fail it in twelve or four- 

tcen days; neither were we longer in our pafface, 

for we had very fair weather, and touched no where 

til we came to Trieft ifland in the Bay of Campea- 

chy, which is the only place they goto. In our 

way thither we firft failed by little Camanis, leaving 
it on our larboard fide, and Kayman-brach, which 

are two {mall iflands, lying fouth of Cuba. ‘The 

mext land we jaw was the ifle of Pines; and fleering 

fill weiterly, we made Cape Corintos; and failing 

on the -fouth fide of Cuba, till we came to Cape 

Antenio, which is the weft end of it, we f{tretched 

over towards the peninfula of Jucatan, and fell in 

with cape Catoche, which is in the extreme part of 
that promontory, towards the eatt. " 

The land tends from this cape one way fouth a- 
bout forty leagues till you come to the ifland Cozu- 


mel, and from thence it runs fouth weft down into —_ 


the Bay of Honduras. About ten leagues from 
‘cape Catoche, between it and Cozumel, lies a fmall 
land called by the Spaniards Key Muger, or wo- 
mens ifland, becaule it is reported that when they 
went firft to fettle in thefe parts, they left their 
wives there, while they went over on the main to 
find fome better habitation ; though now they have 
no fettlement near it, whatever they have had for- 
merly. si , ah 7 

_ About three leagues from cape Catoche, and juft 
_-againft it, is a {mall ifland called Loggerhead Key, 
probably becaule it is frequently vifited by a fort of 
turtle fo called; near this ifland we always find a 
Great ripling which the feamen call the rip-raps : 
| this 
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this cape, though it appears to be part of the main, 


yet is divided from it by a fmall creek, {carce wide 
enough for a canoe to pafs through, though by it 
*tis made an ifland: this I have been credibly in- 
formed of by fome, who yet told me that they made 
a fhift to pafs it in a canoe. 

_ The cape is very low land by the fea, but fome- 
what higher as you go farther from the fhore. It 
is all over grown with trees of divers forts, efpeci- 
ally logwood, and therefore was formerly much ire- 
quented by the Jamaica men, who ‘came thither in 
floops to load with it, till all the logwood trees near 
the fea were cut down; but now tis wholly aban- 
doned, becaufe the carriage of it to the fhore re- 
quires more labour, than the cutting, logging 
and chipping. Belides they find better wood now 
in the bays of Campeachy and Honduras, and have 


but little way to carry it; not above three hundred 


paces, when I was there: whereas at Cape Ca- 
toche, they were forced to carry it fifteen hundred 
paces before they left that place. | 
' From Cape Catoche we coafted along the fhore, 
on the north fide of Jucatan towards Cape Con- 
dufedo. The coatt lies nearly weft. The diftance 
between thefe two capes is about, $0 leagues. The 
fhore li¢s pretty level without any vifible points or 
bendingsin the land. It is woody along the. fhore, 
and full of fandy bays and lofty Mangroves. 

_. The firft place of note to the weft of Cape Ca- 
toche, is a {mall hill by the fea, call’d the Mount 5 


_ and is diftant from it about 14 leagues. It is very 


_ remarkable becaufe there is no other high land on 


all this coaft, I was never afhore here, but have 
met with fome well acquainted with the place, who 
are all of opinion that this mount was not natural, 


bur the work of men: and indeed it is very pro- 
bable this place has been inhabited ; for here are a 
great many large cifterns, fuppofed te have been 

; ec, Sana gs made 


re: 
Any 
aa , 
bas 


‘34 “The Vovaces aid Apventures of 


made for the receiving of rain-water, for there are 
no freth {prings to be tound here, the foil being all 


-fandy and very falt. So that, as I have been cre- 


dibly informed by an intelligent perfon, the Spa- 
niards fetch of it to make fale petre. He alfo told 
me, that being once there in a privateer, and land- 
ing fome men on the bay, they found about an 
hundred packs ef this earth bound up in palmeto 
leaves ; and a Spanifh Mulatto to guard it. The 
privateer’s men at firft fight of the packs, were in 
hopes there had been maize or indian corn in them, 
which they then wanted ; but opening them they 
found nothing but earth ; and examining the Mu- 
latto for what ufe it was, he faid, to make powder, 
and that he expected a bark from Campeachy to 
fetch it away. He further told me, that tafting of 
it, he found it very falt; as all the earth there- 
abouts was. So that ’tis not improbable thofe ci- 
flerns were made for the carrying on a fale petre 
work. But whatever was the defign at firft, it is 
now wholly Jaid afide: for no ufe is made of them; 
neither are there any inhabitants near this place. 
Between the mount and Cape Condufedo clofe by 
the tea, are many little fpots of mangrove trees, 
which at a diftance appear like iflands : but coming - 
nearer, when other lower trees appear, it fhews 
like ragged and broken ground , but at laft all the 
land pretents itfelf to your view very even. | 
The next place of note on this coaft is Rio de la 
Gartos, almoft in the mid-way between Cape Ca- 
toche and Cape Condufedo. This is alfo a very 
remarkable place, for here are two groves of high 
baangroves, one en each fide the river, by which — 
it may be known very well. The river is but fmall, 
yet deep enough for canoes. The water is good, 
and J know not any other brook or freth river on 
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all the coaft from Cape Catoche till within three 
or four leagues of Campeachy town. ' 

A little to the eaft of this river is a fth range, 
atid a {mall indian hutt or two within the woods; 
where the indian fifhers, who are fubject to the 
Spaniards, lie in the fithing feafons, their habita- 
tions and families being farther up in the county. 
Here are poles to hang their nets on, and bar- 
becues to dry their fith. When they go off to fea, 
they fifh with hook and line about four or five 
leagues from the fhore, for {nappers and zroopers. 

Since the privateers and logwood-fhips have fail- 
ed this way, thefe fifhermen are very thy, having - 
been often {nap’d by them. So that now, when 
they are out at fea, if they jee a fail, they prefently 
fink their canoes even with the edge of the water ; 
for the canoes when they are full of water, will fink 
no lower, and they themfelves lie juft with their 
heads above water, tll the fhip which they faw is 
pafied by. I have {een them under fail, and they 
have thus vanifhed on a fudden. The fith which 
they take near the fhore with their nets, are fnooks, 
dog-fith and fometimes tarpoms. 

_ The tarpom is a large {caly fifh, fhaped much 
dike a falmon, but fomewhat flatter. °’Tis of a dull 
filver colour, with feales as bigas a half crown. A 
darge tarpom will'weitth twenty-five or thirty pounds. 
*Tis good {weet Wholefome meat, and the fieth fo- 
lid and firm. In its belly are found two large pieces 
of fat, weighing two or three pounds each. I never 
knew any taken with hook and line; but either 
with nets, or by ftriking them with harpoons, at 
which the Mofkito-men are very expert. The news 
for this purpofe are made with ftrong double twine, 
the mefhes five or fix inches fquare. For if they 
are too {mall, fo that the fifth be not intangled 
ee nes aise tick 
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ward, and then fprings over the net: yet I have. 
fJeen them taken in a feine made with {mall mefhes 
in this manner. After we have inclofed a great 
number, whilft the two ends of the net were draw-. 
ing afhore, ten or twelve naked men have followed; 
and when a fith ftruck againft the net, the next 
man to it grafped both net and fifh in his arms, 
and held all faft till others came to his affiftance. 
Befides thefe we had three men ina canoe, in which 


they moved. fide ways after the net; and many of 


the fifth in fpringing over the net, would fall into: 
the canoe: and by thefe means we have taken two 
or three at every draught. Thefe. fifh are found 
plentifully all along that fhore, from Cape Catoche 
to Trieft, efj pecially j in clear water, near fandy bays; 
but no where in muddy or rocky ¢ sround. ‘They 
are alfo about Jamaica, and_ all the coaft of the 
main ; efpecially near Carthagena, ; 

Welt from Rio de la Gartos, there is a look-out 
or watch-tower, called Selam. This is a place cloi¢ 


by the fhore, contrived by the Spaniards for their 


Indians to watch in. ‘There are many of them on 
this coaft: fome built from the ground with tim- 
ber, others only little cages placed on a tree, big 
enough for one or two men to fic in; with a ladder 
tO gO up and down, ‘Thefe watch-towers are never 
without an Indian or two all the.day long; the In- 
dians who live near any of them. being COngeS to 
take their turns. 

About three or four leagues weftward of Selam, 
is another watch-box on a high tree, called L. ach: 
anchee look-out, from 4 large indian town of that 


name, four leagues up in the country; and two. 


Jeagues farther within land is another town called 
Chinchmcace. i have been afhore at thefe look- 
euts, and have been either rowing in a canoe, or 
walking afhore on all this coaft, even from Rio fe: 
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la Gartos to Cape Condufedo ; but never faw any 


town by the fhore, nor any houfes, befides fifhing- 
huts, on all the coaft, except only at Sifal. Be- 
tween Selam and Linchanchee are many {mall regu- 
lar falt ponds, divided from each other by little 
banks ; the biggeft pond not above ten yards long 
and fix broad. 


The inhabitants of thefe two towns attend thefe 


ponds in the months of May, June, and July to ga- 
ther the falt, which fupplies all the inland towns of 
thefe parts; there is a little wood between the fea 
and the ponds, that you can neither fee them nor 
the people at work till you come afhore. 

From thefe falt ponds further weft, about three 
or four leagues, is the look-out called Sifal. This 
is the higheft and moft remarkable on all the coaft ; 
it ftands clofe by the fea, and is built with timber. 
This is the firft objeé&t that we make off at fea; and 
fometimes take it for a fail, till running nearer, we 


difcover the high mangrove trees appearing in {mall. 


tufts at feveral diftances from it. 

Not far from hence there is a fort with forty or 
fifty foldiers to guard the coaft; and from this 
place there is a road through the country to the 
city of Merida. ‘This is the largeft city in all the 
province of Jucatan, moftly inhabited by Spaniards: 
yet there are many indian families among them, 
who live in great fubjection, as do the reft of the 
Indians of this country. The province of Jucatan, 
efpecially this northern and the moft ealterly part 
of it, is but indifferently fruitful, in comparifon of 
that rich foil farther to the weft; yet is it pretty 
populous of Indians, who all live together in towns 
but none within five or fix miles of the fea, except 
(as I faid) at two or three fifhing places ; and even 
there the Indians refort to fifh but at certain feafons 
of the year. Therefore when privateers come on 
this coafl, they fear not to land and ramble about, 
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as if they were in their own country, feeking for 


game of any fort, either fowl or deer; of which 


there are great plenty, efpecially of the latter, tho’ 

fometimes they pay dear for it. A {mall Jamaica 
privateer once landed fix or feven men at this look-_ 
out of Sifal; who not fufpeting amy danger, or- 
dered the canoe with three or four men to row along — 


the fhore, to take them im upon their giving a figa 


or firing a gun: but within half an hour they were 

stacked by. about forty Spanifh foldiers, who had « ~ 
cut them off from the fhore, and were oblgied to 
furrender themfelves prifoners. The Spaniards car- 
ried them in triumph to the fort, and then de- — 
manded which was the captain. Upon this they ___ 
all ftcod mute, for the captain was not among 
them; and were afraid to tell the Spaniards fo, for 
fear of being all hanged for ftraglers ; neither did 
any one of them dare to affame that title, becaufe 
they had’ no commiffion with them, nor the copy 
of it; for the iu don’t ufually go afhore with- 


out a copy, at leaft, of their commiffion, which is 


wont to fecure both themfelves and their men. 
At laft one John Hullock cock’d up his little cropt 
hat, and told them that he was the captain ; ; and 
the Spaniards demanding his commiffion, he faid it 
was on board; for he came afhore only to hunt, 
not thinking to have met an enemy. The Spani- 
ards were well fatisfied with this anfwer, afterwards 
refpected him as captain, ferved him with better 
provifion and lodging than the reft, and the next 
day when they were fent to the city of Merida, about 
twelve or thirteen leagues from thence, captain Hul-. 
lock had a horfe to ee on, while the reit went on 
foot and though they were all kept in clofe prifon, 
yet Hullock had the honour to be often fent for to 
be examined at the governor’s houfe, and was fre- 
quently regal’d with chocolate, &c. From ey 

| they 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 46 


fhey were carried to Campeachy town, where ftill 
captain Hullock was better ferved than his com- 
rades : at lait, I know not how, they all got their 


liberties, and Hullock was ever after called captain | 


Jack. 

_ It is about eight Jeagues from Sifal to Cape Con- 
dufedo; twenty leagues north of which lies a {mall 
ifland called by the Spaniards Ifles des Arenas, but 
the Enelifh feamen, as is ufual with them, corrupt 
the name ftrangely, and fome call it the Defarts, o- 
thers the Detarcuffes ; but I can give no account 
of this ifland, having never feen it. | 

All this coaft from Cape Catoche to Cape Con- 
dufedo, is low land, the mount only excepted, Ie 
is moftly fandy bays by the fea; yet fome of it is 
mangrovy land, within which you have fome {pots 
of dry favannah, and fmall fcrubby trees, with 
fhort thick bufhes among them. The fea deepens 
gradually from the fhore, and thips may anchor in 
fandy ground in any depth from feven or eight feet 
fo ten or twelve fathom water. 

In fome places on this coaft we reckon our di- 
ffance from the fhore by the depth of the fea, al- 
lowing four fathoms for the firtt league, and for e- 
every fathom afterwards a league more. 

But having got thus to Cape Condufedo, I fhall 
defer the further defcription of thefe parts, from 
this cape fouthward and weftward to the high land 


of St. Martin, which is properly the Bay of Cam- 


peachy; and from thence alfo further weftward, 
till my fecond coming on this coaft, when I made 


_ fo long a ftay here. “To proceed therefore with my 
-prefent voyage, having palt Cape Catoche, the 


Mount, Rio de la Gartos, Sifal, and Cape Condu- 
tedo, we ftood fouthward direétly for Trieft, the 
haven of our loowood-cutters ; ‘at which place, 
being not above fixty leagues diftant, we foon ar- 
rived, ‘s me. T rielt 
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_ Trieft is the road only for big thips. Smaller 
vefiels that draw but little water run three leagues 
farther, by croffing over a great lagune that runs 
from the ifland into the main land; where they 
anchor at a place called One-Bufh-Key. We ftayed 
at Trieft three days to fill our water, and then with 
our two conforts failed thence with the tide of 
flood, and arrived there the fame tide. This key 
is not above forty paces long, and five or fix broad, 
having only a little crooked tree growing on is 
and tor that reafon it is called One-Buth-Key. It 
feeins to be only a heap of fhells, for the ifland is 
covered with them. The greateft part are oy fter- 
fhells. There are a great many oyfter-banks in this 
lagune, and the adjacent creeks; but none afford 
better, either for largenefs er tafte, than the bank 
about this ifland. In the wet feafon the oyfters as 
well one One-Bufh-Key as other places here, are 
made freth by the frefhes running out of the coun- 
try, but in the dry time they are falt enough, In 
the creeks they are {maller, but more numerous ; 
and the mangrove roots that grow by the fides of 
the creeks are loaden with them; and {o are all the 
branches that hang in the water. | 

“One Bufh-Key is about a mile from the fhore ; 


and jut acainit the ifland is a {mall creek that runs 


a mile farther, and then opens into another wide 
Lagune ; through this creck the logwood is 
brought to the fhips riding at the key, Between 
the oyfter-banks that lie about the ifland and the 
main, there is good riding in about twelve feet wa- 
ter. The bottom is very foft ooze, infomuch that 
we are forced to fhoe our anchors to make them 
hold. The main is all low mangrovy land, over- 
flowed every tide; and in the wet feaion is covered 
with water. Here we lay to take in our lading. 


Our 
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Our cargo to purchafe logwood was rum and fu- 
gar; a very good commodity for the logwood-cut- 
ters, who were then about two hundred and fifty 


_men, moft Englifh, who had iettled thémfelves in 


feveral places hereabouts : neither was it long be- 
fore we had thefe merchants came on board to ‘vifit 


us’; we were but fix men and a boy in the fhip, 


and all little enough to entertain them: for befides 


what rum we fold by the gallon or firkin, we fold’ 


it made into punch, wherewith they grew frolick- 
fome.. We had none but fmall arms to fire at their 


drinking healths, and therefore the noife was not. - 
very great at a diftance; but on board the vellels. 


we were loud enough till all our liquor was fpent : 
we took no money for it, nor expeéted any ; for 


logwood was what we came hither for,’ and we had. 
that in lieu of our commodities after the rate of five 


pounds per ton, to be paid at the place where they 
cut it, and we went with our long boat to fetch 
{mall quantities; but becaufe ic would have taken 
up a long time to load our veffel with our own boat 


only, we hired a periago of the logwood-cutters to. 


bring ic on board, and by that means made the 
quicker difpatch. I made two or three trips to their 
huts, where I and thofe with me were always very 
kindly entertained by them with pork and peafe, or 
beef and dough-boys. Their beef they got by hunt- 


ing inthe favannahs. As long as the liquor lafted, 
which they bought from us, we were always treated 


with it, either in drams or punch. But for a more 
particular account of the loewood-cutters, I hall re- 
_ fer the reader to my fecond voyage hither, which I 

‘made foon after my return to Jamaica, becaufe I faw 


a great profpect of getting money here, if men would 


be but diligent and frugal. | 

_ But to proceed with our voyage. It was the latter 
end of September, 1675, when we failed from One- 
a | 3 Buth-Key 
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Buth- Key with the tide of ebb, and anchored again 
at Trieft the fame tide, where we watered our vetlel 
in order to fail; this we accomplifhed in two days, 
and the third day failed from Trieft towards Jamaica: 
a voyage which proved very tedious and hazardous 
to us, by reafon of our fhip’s being fo Nugeith a fail- 
er that fhe would not ply to windward, whereby we, 
were neceflarily driven upon feveral hoals that ether- 
wife we might have avoided, and forced to fpend. 
thirteen weeks in the pafiage, which is uinalry ace. 
complifhed in half that time. ue } 
We had now a paffenger with us, one William, 
Wooders a Jamaica feaman, with three others who 
had been taken by the Spaniards, and fent to. the 
city of Mexico, where they remained prifoners fix or, 
eight months, but at laft were remanded to La Vera: 
Cruz, and from thence by fea to Campeachy ; they. 
were not imprifon’d, but only kept to work on board 
the fhip that brought them, and foon found an op-, _ 
portunity to make their efcapes in this manner: they, 
had been employed on fhore all the day, and being, 
fent ‘on board at night, they began to contrive how. 
to run away with the boat, but confidering that they 
wanted neceffaries for their voyage, t they refolved, 
fir to go back and fupply themielyes, which they. 
migit then do the better, becaufe they knew there 
were none but a few indians on board ; accordingly 
having feized and bound the indians, taking with: 
them a compafs, with fome bread and water, they 
put off to fea, and arrived at Trieft a week before. 
our departure. This William. Wooders was the, 
means, under God, of the prefervation of our fhip. . 
The third day after we left Trieft, about eight in. 
the morning, heat twelve or fourteen leagues welt, 
fouth weft from*Campeachy, we faw two iail about; 
three leagues to windward, coming directly towards 
us; the captain HUPPONNS that, they: had been Ja-, 
macia 
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maica vefiels would have lain to, to hear fome news 
and to get fome liquor from them, for we had now 
none on board but a few bottles in a fmall cafe, that 
the captain referved for his own drinking; but 
Wooders oppofed the captain’s propofal, and told 
him, that when he came from Campeachy there 
were two fmall vefiels ready to fail for Tobafco river, 
which is not above eleven or twelve leagues to lee- 


ward of Trieft, and that it was more probable thefe 


were thofe two veflels than any from Jamacia. Up- 
on this we edged off more to fea, and they alfo al- 
fered their courfe, fleering away ftill direétly with 
us; fo that we were now aflured they were Spani- 
ards ; and therefore we bore away, quartering, and 
iteering N. W. and though they {till gained on usa 


pace, yet to make the more fpeed they turned a boat 


loofe that was in tow, at one of their terns, which 
being a good failer came within gun-thot of us; 
when, as it pleafed God, the land-wind dyed away 
of afudden, and the fea-breeze did not yet {pring up. 
__ While the wind lafted we thought ourfelves but 
_adegree from prifoners ; neither had we yet great 
hopes of efcaping ;, for our ketch, even when light, 
was but a dull failer, and worfe being deep loaden. 
However, we had now time to unbend the forefail, 
and make a itudding fail of it to put right before 
the fea-breeze when it fhould fpring up. - This was 
accordingly done in a trice, and in lefs than an hour 
after, the breeze f{prung up freth and we put right 
before the wind. We had this advantage in it, that 
all the fail we had did us fervice: while on the con-= 
trary, thofe who chaled us, being three matt veflels, 
could not bring all theirs to draw; for their after 
fails becalmed the head-fails, and we held them tack 
for two or three hours, neither gaining nor loofing 
ground. At laft the wind frefhening by the com= 
ing of a tornado, we gained confiderably of them ; 
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fo they fired a gun and left the chace, but we kept 
on crouding till night ; then clap’d on a wind again, 
and faw no more of them, | | ) 

In about a fortnight after this, we were got as 
far to the eaft as Rio de la Gartos, and there a {mall 
Barmudian boat belonging to Jamaica overtook us, 
which had not been above ten days come from Trieft, 
but failed much better than we did, Our merchant 
went on board of her, for he faw we were like to 
have a long paffage; and provifions began to be 
{carce already, which he could not fo well brook as 
we. Our courfe lay all along againft the trade-wind, 

All the hopes that we had was a good north wind, 
this being the only time of the year for it; and 
foon after we faw a black cloud in the north weit 
for two days, morning and evening (which is a 
fion of anorth, but of this more in my difcourfe 
of winds.) The third day it rofe a-pace and came 
away very {wiftly. We prefently provided to fe- 
ceive it by furling all but our main fail, intending 
with that to take the adavantage of ith “tek Chui: 
did us but little fervice, for after an hour’s time, — 
in which it blew frefh at north weft, the cloud went 
away, and the wind came about again to eaft north 
eaft, the ufual trade in thefe parts. We, therefore 
made ufe of the fea and land breezes, as we had 
done before; and being now as high as the before- 
mentioned fithing banks on the north of Jucatan, 
we {fo ordered our bufinefs that with the land-winds 
we run over to the banks; and while it was calm 
between the land-winds and fea-breeze we put out 
our hooks and lines and fifhed, and. got plenty 
every morning : one time our captain aiter he had 
hall’d in a good fith, being eager at his fport, and 
throwing out his line too haltily, the hook hitched 
in the palm of his hand, and the weight of the lead 
that was thrown with a jerk, and hung PE 

ect 
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iB ct from the hook, forced the beard quite through, 
that it appeared at the back of his hand, 

Soon after this we got as high’as the mount, ata 
then ftood off about thirty leagues from land, in 
hopes to get better to wind- py there, than near 
the fhore; becaufe the wind was at eaft fouth eaft, 
and jouth eaft by eaft, a frefh gale; continuing 
fo two or three days. We fteered off the north 
expecting a fea-breeze at eaft north eaft, and the 
third day had our defire, Then we tack’d and 
{teered in again fouth ealt fer the fhore of Jucatan. 
Our ketck, as I faid, was a heavy failer, efpecially 
on a wind: for fhe was very fhort;, and having 
great round bows, when we met .a head-fea, he 
plunged and laboured, not going,a-head, but tum- 
bling like an ege-fhell in the fea, Ipawas si for- 


tune to be at. Fle, ‘helm from fix.o’clock in the even- | 


ving till eight. T he firft two glaflés the fteered 
very ill, for every fea would ftrke her.dead like a 
log; then fhe would fall off two or, three points 
ah the wind, though the helm was.a lee; and as 
fhe recovered, and Rade a little way, fhe would 
come again to the wind, ull another fea ftruck her 
off again. By that time three glaffes were out the 
fea Pecans more fmooth ; and then the fteered very 
well, and made pretty trefh way through the water. 
I was fomewhat furprized at the (adden: change, 
from a rough fea to a fmooth, and therefore look’d 
over board t two or three times, for fhe fteered open 
on the deck, and it being very fair weather, all our 
men were layn down on the deck and fallen afleep. 
My captain was juft behind me on the quarter deck 
faft afleep too, for neither he nor they dreaded any 
SeGtts being about thirty leagues from the main- 
lan 
_ But while I was mufing on the fudden alteration 
of the fea, our veflel flruck on a rock, ae 
orce 


at noon, and as we thought not near any ifland.. 
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force that the whipftaff threw me down on my 
back: this frighted mé fo much that I cry’d out, 
and bad them all turn out, for the fhip ftruck. 
The furge that the fhip made on the rock awaken- 
ed mott of our men, and made them afk, What 
was the matter? but her ftriking a fecond time, 
foon anfwered the queftion, and fet us all to work 
for our lives. By good fortune thé did not {tick, 
but kept on her way ftill, and'to our great com- 
fort, the water ‘was very fmooth ; otherwife we 
muft certainly have been loft, for we very plainly 
faw the ground under us: fo we let go our anchor, 
in two fathom ‘water, Clean white fand: when our 
fails were furled and a fufficient {cope of cable 
veered out, our captain being yet in amaze, went 
rato his cabin, and moft of us with him to view 
his draught ; and we foon found we were fallen 
foul of the Alacranes. : ey, | 
Thele are five’ or fix low fandy iflands, lying in 

the latitude of about twenty-three degrees north, 
and diftant from the coaft of Jucatan about twenty- 
five leagues; the biggeft is not above a mile or two, 
in circuit. ‘They are diftant from one another two 
Or three miles, not lying in a line, but {cattering 
here and there, with good channels of twenty or 
thirty fathom’ water, for a fhip‘to pafs between. 
All of them have good anchoring on the welt fides, 
where you may ‘ride in’ what depths you pleafe, 
from ten to two fathom water, clean fandy eround. 
Cn fome there area few low buthes of burton- 
wood, but they are moftly barren and fandy, bear- 
ing nothing’ but only a little chicken-weed ; nei+ 
ther have they any frefh’ water. © Their land-ani- 
mals are only large rats, which are in great plenty; 
and of fowls, boobies in vaft abundance, with men 
of war and ege-birds. Thefeé inhabit only on fome 


oF the northernmoft of them, nor. promifcuoufly 
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one among another, but each fort within their own 
’ precinéts,. a-part . by themfelves; and thus. two or 
three of the iflands are wholly taken up. The boo- 
bies, being. moft numerous, have the greateft por-: 
tion: of land. The egg-birds, though. they are: 
many, yet but fmall, take up but. little,room to’ 
the reft: yet in that little part which they inhabit, 
they: are fole mafters, and not difturbed by their: 
neighbours. All three forts are very tame, efpeci~ 
ally the boobies, and fo thick fettled, that a man 
cannot pafs through their quarters, without coming 
within reach of their bills, with which they conti- 
nually pecked at us. 1 took notice that,they fat in 
pairs; and, therefore, at firft thought, them to be: 
cock and hen; but upon. ftrinking at them, one 
fiew away from each place, and that which was lefe 
behind feemed as malicious as the other. that was 
gone. I admired the boldneis of thofe that did not 
fly away, and ufed fome fort of .violénce to force 
them, but in vain; for they were young ones, and. 
had* net yet learned the ufe of their-wings, tho’ 
they were as big and .as well fearthered as their 
dams, only their feathers were fomething whiter 


and frefher. 1 took. notice that..an’old one, either: 


‘the cock or hen, alway fat. with the young, to fe- 
cure them ; for otherwile thefe’ fowls would prey 
on each other, the ftrong onthe weak, at leaft thofe 
of a different kind would make. bold with their 


neighbours: the men of war brids as well as the 


boobies left guardians to the young, when they 
went off to fea, left they fhould be ftarved by their 
neighbours, for there were a great many old and 
lame men of war birds that could not fly off to fea, 


to feek their own food. Thefe did not inhabit a- 


mong their conforts, but were either expelled the 


community, or elfe chofe to lie out at fome dif. 


tance from the reft, not altogether ; but icattering 
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here and there, where they could rob fecureft: I 


faw near twenty of them on one of the iflands, 


which fometimes would fally into the camp to feek 
for booty, but prefently retreated again, whether 
they got any thing or nothing. If one of thefe 
Tame birds found a young booby not guarded, it 
prefently gave him a good pelt on the back, with 
his bill to make him difgorge, which they will do 
with one ftroke, and may-be caft up a &fh or two 


as big as a man’s wrift; this they {wallow in a 


trice, and march off, to look out for another prize. 
The found men of war ‘will fometimes ferve the old 


boobies fo’ off at fea. I have feen a man of war fly” 


directly at a’ booby and eive it one blow, which 
has caufed it to éaft up a large fifh, and the man 


of war flying direétly down after it has taken it in- 


the air, before it reach’d the water. 

There are abundance of fith at fome diftance 
from thefe iflands, by which the fowls inhabiting 
here, are daily fupplied. | 


~The fith near the ifland are fharks, fword-fith, — 


and nurfes; all three forts delighting to be near 
tandy bays; thofe that I faw here were but of a 
fmall fize, the {word fith not above a foot and Ei 
half, or two .feet long; neither were the fharks. 
much longer, and the nurfes about the fame Jength, 
The nurfe refembles a fhark, only its fkin is rough- 
er, and is ufed for making the fineft rafps. Here 
are many feals, which come up to fun themfelves 


only on two. or three of the iflands ; but I don’e — 


know whether exactly of the fame kind with thofe 
in colder climates. — eee | | | 
_ To the north’ of thefe iflands lyes a long ledge of 
rocks bending ‘like a bow; it feems to be ten or 
twelve yards wide, and about four leagues long, 
and three leagues diftant from the ifand. They 
are above water, all jaining very clofe to ene hi 
thers 
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ther, except at one or two places, where are {mall 
paffages about nine or ten yards wide ; it was thro’ 
one of thefe that providence directed us in. the 
night ; for the next morning we faw the reef about 
half a mile to the north of us, and right againft us 
was a {mall gap, by which we came in hither, but 
coming to view it more nearly with our boat, we 
did not dare to verture out that way again. One 
reafon why we would have gone out to the north- 
ward, was, becaufe from our main-top we faw the 
iflands to the fouthward of us, and being unac- 
quainted, knew not whether we might find among 
them a channel to pafs through; our fecond reafon 
was, the hopes of making a better flant in for the 
fhore, if we could weather the eaft end of the reef. 
Tn order to this we weighed anchor, keeping down 
by the fide of the reef till we were at the welt end 
of it, which was about a league from where we an- 
chored : then we ftood off to the north, and there 
kept plying off and on to weather the eaft end of 
the reef, three days; but not being able to effect it, 
by reafon of a ftrong current, fetting to the N. W. 
we ran back again to the weft end of the reef, and 
fteered away for the iflands. There we anchored 
and lay three or four days, and vilited moft of 
them, and found plenty of fuch creatures, as I have 
already defcribed. : 

Though here was great ftore of fuch good food, 
and we likely to want, yet we neither faltred any, 
nor uled of it frefh to fave our ftock. I found 
them all but one man averfe to it, but I heartily 
wifhed them of another mind, becaufe I dreaded 
wanting before the end of the voyage; a hazard 
which we needed not to run, there being here fuch 
plenty of fowls and feals, (efpecially the latter) that 


the Spaniards often come hither, to make oil of . 


their fat; upon which account it has been vifited 
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by Englifhmen from Jamaica, particularly by capt. 
Long: who having the command of a {mall bark, 
came hither purpofely to make oil, and anchored 
on the north fide of one of the fandy iflands, the 
mof convenient place for his defign : Having 
got his cafk afhore to put his oil in, and fet up a 
tent for lodging himfelf and his goods, he began 
to kill the feals, and had: not wrought above three 
er four days, before a fierce north wind blew his 
bark afhore. By good fortune fhe was not damae- 
ed: but his company being fmall, and defpairing 
of getting her afloat again, they fell to contriving 
how to get away ; a very difficult tafk to accom- 
plifh, for it was twenty-four or twenty-five leagues 
to the neareft part of the main, and above an hun- 
dred leagues to Trieft, which was the next Englifh 
fettlement. But contrary to their expeétation, capt. 
Long bid them follow their work of {eal killing, 
and making oil ; affuring them that he would un- 
dertake at his own peril to carry them fafe to Trieft. 
‘Though it went much againft the grain, yet at laft 
he fo far prevailed by fair words, that they were 
contented to go on with their feal killing, till they 
had filled all their cafk. But their greateft work 
was yet. to do, viz. how they fhould get over to 


‘the main, and then coatt down before the wind to 


Trieft. Their boat was not big enough to tranf- 
port them, fo they concluded to cut down the bark’s 
mafts and rip up her deck to make a float for that 
purpofe. oa 


‘This being agreed on, the next morning betimes, 


purfuant to their refolution, they intended to break 


up their veffel; bur that very night, two New-’ 
England ketches going down’ to Trieft ran on the 
backfide of the reef where they {truck on the rocks, 
and were bulged; and capt. Long and his crew fees 


ang them in-diftrefs, prefently took their boat, and 


went 
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“went off to help them to unlade their goods and 
bring them afhore ; and in requital, they furnifhed 
the captain with fuch tackle and. other neceflaries,. 
as he wanted, afflifted him in the launching his vef- 


fel, and lading his oil, and fo they went merrily 


away for Trieft; this lucky accident was much 
talked of among the captain’s crew; and fo exaf- 
perated the New-England men, when they heard 
they whole ftory, that they were refolved, if their 
commanders would have fiffered them, to have 
thrown him into the fea to prevent his doing more 
mifchief ; for they were fure that by his art he had 
caufed them to run aground. ‘The whole of this 
relation | had from captain Long himfelf. 

From the main to thefe iflands, the fea deepens 
gradually till you come to about thirty fathom wa- 
ther, and when you are twenty-five or twenty-fix 
leagues off fhore to the eaftward of them, if you 
fteer away welt, keeping that depth, you cannot 
mifs them: the fame rule is to be obferved to find 
any other ifland; as the Triangles, the ifles Des 
Arenas, &c. for the bank runs all along the fhore, 
on which are foundings of equal depth, and the fea 
appears of a muddy palifh colour, but when pait 
_ the bank on the north fide of it, it refumes its na- 
tural greennefs, and is too deep for any founding till 


you are within thirty leagues of the north fide of — 


the bay of Mexico, where by relation there is fuch 
another bank, abounding with oyfters, all along 
the fhore: but to return to our voyage. | 


Fiaving {pent two or three days among the Ala- 


cranes iflands we fet fail again, and fteering fouth- 
erly for the main, having the wind at E. N. E. we 
felf in with. it a litrle to. leeward of Cape Catoche, 
plying under the fhore till we reached the Capes 


from thence we continued. our courfe northerly, the. 
‘wind at EK. by S. The next land we defigned for: 


was 
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was Cape Antonio, which is the wefternmoft point 
of the ifland Cuba, and diftant from Cape Catoche 
about forty leagues. : 

Some, when they fail out of the bay, keep along 
the land of Jucatan, till they come as far as the 
ifland Cozumel, from thence ftretching over to- 
wards Cuba, and if the wind favours them any 
thing, they will get as high as Cape Corintos be- 
fore they fall in with Cuba; for in their paflage 
from thence they are not in fo much danger of be- 
ing hurried away to the north by the current be- 
tween the two capes, or to the north of them, as we 
were. For taking our courfe northward till the Jat. 


of 22 d. 30 m. we tacked again; andthe wind at 


B.. fteered away S.S.E. twenty-four hours, and hav- 
ing taken an obfervation of the fun, as we did the 
day before, found ourfelves in 23 d. being 

back wards in twenty-four hours thirty miles. We 
had then the cannel open between the two capes, 
but tothe north of either ; yet at laft we got over 
to the Cuba fhore, and fell in with the north of the 
iland, about feven or eight leagues from cape An- 


tonio. Now we both faw and ran through {ome of 


tne Colorado fholes, but found a very good cannel 
among a great many rocks that appeared above wa- 


ter. Between them and Cuba we found a pretty — 


wide clear channel and good anchoring ; and ad- 
vancing further, within a league of the cape, we 
anchored and went afhore in fearch of water, but 
found none.. In the evening when the land-wind 


{prung up, we weighed again, and doubling the 


cape, coaited along on the fouth fide of the ifland, 


taking the advantage both of fea and land-winds ; 
for though we had now been about two months 


from. Trieft, and this the ‘time of the year for. 
norths, yet to our ¢reat trouble they had hitherto | 
failed us, and befides, our ketch was fiich a lee- 


wardly 


o driven 
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wardly veffel that we did not yet expect we could 
poffibly reach Jamaica meerly by turning, though 
fometimes affiited by fea and land-winds. In about 
a week: after this, we got up with, and coafted a- 
long, the ifle of Pines’ for feven or eight leagues, 
and then ftood off to fea, and che third morning 
fell in with the weft end of Grand Caminis. 

This ifand is about forty leagues fouth from 
Pinos, and about fitteen to the welt of Little Ca- 
manis, we anchored at the welt end, about half a 
mile froma the fhore, found no water nor any pro- 
yifion, but {aw many croccodiles on the bay, fome 
of which would fearce ftir our of the way for us. 

We killed none of them (which we might eafily | 
have done) though food began to be fhort with us; 
indeed had it been in the months of June or July, 
we might probably have gotten turtle, for they 
frequent this ifland, fome years, as much as they do 
little Camanis. We ftayed here but three or four 
hours, and fteered back for Pinos, intending there 
‘to huat for beef or hog, of both which there 1s 
great plenty. The fecond day in the morning we 
fell in with the weft end of Pinos, and running a- 
bout four or five miles northward, we anchored in 
four faghqm water clean fand, about two miles from 
the fhore, and right againtt a fmall creek pafling 
through the mangroves into a wide lagune. : 

The ifle of Pinos lies on che fouth fice, towards 
the weit end of Cuba, and is diftant from it three 
or four leagues, Cape Corintos in Cuba is five oF 

fix leagues to the weftward of rhe ifle of Pinos, 
Between Pinos and Cuba are many fmall woody 
iflands feattered here and there, with channels for 
fhips ro pafs between; and by report there is good 
anchoring near any of them. Jamaica floops fome- 
simes pafs through between Cuba and Pinas, when 
they are bound to wind-ward, Eggaufe there the 
C 
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fea is always fmooth: they are alfo certain to meet 
good land winds; can anchor when they pleafe, 
and thereby take the benefit of the tides, and when 
they are got paft the eaft end of Pinos, may either 
ftand out to fea again, or if they are acquainted 
aimong the {mall iflands to the eaft of it, (which are 
called the South Keys of Cuba) they may range 
amongtt them to the eaftward, ftill taking the 
ereater benefit of land-winds and anchoring ; be- 
fides, if provifion is fcarce they will meet Jamaica 
turtlers, or may get turtle themfelves, at which 
many of them are expert. There is alfo plenty of 
fith of many forts, but if they are not provided 
with hooks, lines, harpoons or any other fifhing 
craft, nor meet-with any turtlers, Cuba will afford 
them fuftenance of hog or beef. The great incon- 
venience of going on the infide af Pinos between 
it and Cuba, proceeds from a Spanifh garrifon of 
about forty foldiers at Cape Corintos, who have 
a large periaga, well fitted with oars and fails, and 
are ready to launch out, and{feize any {mall vefiel, 
and feldom {pare the lives as well as the goods of 
thofe that fall into their hands, for fear of telling 
tales.. Such villanies are frequently practifed, 

not only here, but alfo in feveral other places of the 
Weft Indies, and that too, with fuch as came to 
trade with their countrymen. The merchants and 
gentry indeed, are no way guilty of fuch actions, 

only the foldiers and rafcality of the people 5 ; ‘and 
thefe commonly confift of mulattoes, or fome other 
fort of copper colour’d indians, who are pasa 
very barbarous and cruel.’ ' 

The ifle_of Pinos is about: didven or. eels 
leagues long, and three or four broad. © The weft 
end of it is Tow mangrovy land ; within which is a 

lagune of about'three or four Trikes wide, running 
to 2 the ealtward; ¢but How far I cknow not, with a 
“ : mall 
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fmall creek of two or three foot water, reaching to 
the fea. ‘The lagune itfelf is fo fhallow, efpecially 
near the land, that you cannot bring a canoe with- 
in twenty or thirty paces of the fhore. The fouth 
fide of the ifland js low, flat and rocky; the rocks 
are perpendicularly fteep towards the fea, fo that 
there is no anchoring on that fide; but at the weft 
end very’ good in fandy g ground. "The body of the 
iland i is high land, with 1 many little hills incompaf- 
fing a high pike or mountain ftanding in the mid- 
dle. The trees that grow here are of divers forts, 
mioft of them unknown to me. Red mangroves 
grow in the low {wampy land near the fea, but on 
the firm hilly part, pine trees are moft plentiful, of 
thefe there are great groves of a good height and 
bignels, freight and “large enough to make top- 
matts, or -ftanding mafts for {mall veflels; at the 
weft end there is a pretty large river of frefh water, 
but no coming at it near the fea for red mangroves, 
which grow fo thick on both fides of it, that dibis 
is no getting in among them, 

wie land animals are bull sink hogs, deer, &c.' 
there are {mall favannahs for the bullocks and deer 
to feed in, and fruit in the woods for the hogs : 
here are alfo a fort of racoons or indian conies, and 
in fome places plenty of land turtle, and land crabs 


of two forts, white and black. Both of them 


make holes in the ground like conies, where they 
fhelter themfelves all day, and in the. hight come 
Out to feed ; 5. they will eat erafs, herbs or fuch fruit 
as they find under the trees: the manchineel fruit, 
which neither bird nor beaft will talte, is oreedily 
devoured by them, without doing them any harm, 
Yet thefe very crabs that feed on manchineel are 
‘wenomous, both to man and beaft*that feed on 
ae Anes the others are very § good meat. ‘The 
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as big as a mans two fifts joined together; they are 
fhaped like fea-crabs, having one large claw, where- 
with they will pinch very hard, neither will they let 
vo their hold, though you bruife them in pieces, 
unlefs you break the claw too: but if they chance 
to catch your fingers, the way is to lay your hand, 


crab and all, flat « on the ground, and he will im- 


mediately loole his’ hold and fcamper away. The 


white ones build in wet fwampy dirty ground near 
the fea, fo that the tide wafhes into their holes, but 
the black crab.is more cleanly, delighting to liye in 
dry places, and makes its houfe in fandy earth; 


black crabs are commonly fat and full of eggs, they > 


are alfo accounted the better meat, tho’ both lorts 
are very ecod. 

Here are allo a great many ‘mere and croco- 
diles,. that haunt abour this ifland, and are faid to 
be the moft daring in all the Weft Indies. 1 have 
heard of many of their tricks, as that. they have 
followed a canoe, and put their nofes over the gun- 


nel, with their jaws wide open, as if ready to 0 de. 


vour the men init: and that when they have been 
afhore in the night near the fea, the crocodiles have 
boldly come among them, ie them run from 
their fire, and taken away their meat from them. 
Theyefore, when. privateers are hunting on this 
ifland, they always keep fentinels out, to watch tor 
thefe ravenous creatures, as duly as they do. in O- 
ther places, for fear of enemies, elpecially in. the 
night, for fear of being devoured in their fleep. 
RHE at: Spaniards of Brest have here fome craules, 
z. @& herds of hogs, WD a few indians or mulat- 
foes Co look after them: here are allo hunters that 
eain a livelibood by kill ing wild hog and. beef. 


This ifland is reported ta be very wet. I have 
digard many fay, that it rains here more or lefs eve- 


ry day in the year 5 but this I luppofe is a miftake, 
for 
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fér there fell no rain about us, fo long as we ftayed 
here, neither did I fee any appearance of it in other 
arts of the ifland. 

We were no fooner at an anchor, but five of us 
went afhore, leaving only the cook and cabbin-boy 
aboard : we had but two bad fowling pieces in the 
fhip; thofe we took with us, with a defign to kill 
beet and hog. We went into the lagune, where 
we found water enough for our canoe, and in fome 


places not much to fpare: when we were got al- 


moft over it, we faw eight or ten bulls and cows 
feeding on the fhore clofe by the fea. We therefore 
rowed away ata diftance from the cattle, and lanc- 
ed on a fandy bay, about half a mile from them ; 
there we faw much footing of men and boys; the 
impféffions feemed to be about eight or ten days 
old; we fuppofed them to be the track of Spanifh 


hunters. This troubled us a little, but it being: 


now their chriftmas, we concluded they were gone 
over to Cuba to keep it there, fo we went, after our 
game. The boatfwain and our paffenger William 
Wooders having one gun, and prefuming on their 
‘fkill in fhooting, were permitted to try their for- 
tune with the cattle that we faw before we landed, 
while the captain and myfelf with our other gun, 
ftruck up dire@tly into the woods. The fifth man, 
whofe genius led him rather to fifth than hunt, ftay- 
ed inthe canoe ; and had he been furnifhed with a 
harpoon, might have gotten more fifh than we did 
flefh, for the cattle {melling our two men before 
they came nigh them, ran away; after that our 
men rambled up into the country to feek for fome 
ther game. 

The captain and I had not gone half a mile be- 
fore we came among a drove of near forty great 
and {mall wild hogs. The captain firing, wound- 
ed one of them, but they all ran away; aid tho’ 
i we 
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we followed the blood a good way, yet did nét 
come up with him, nor with any other to get a fe! 
cond fhot ; however becaufe there was fuch great 

track of hogs in the woods, we kept beating about, 

being ftill in hopes to meet with moré game before 
hight, but to no purpofe, for we faw not one more 
that day. In the evening we returnéd to our boat 
Weary and vex’d at our ill fuccefs: The boat{wair 
and his confort were not yet returned; therefore we 
fayed till ic was dark, and then went aboard with- 

out them: the next morning betines; we went 
afhore again, as well to try out fortuné at hunting; 
as tO recover our two menj Which we thought 
might now be returned to the plate where they 
landed ; but hot feeing thems; the captain and I went 
dgain out td hunt; but caine back atnight with no 
better fuccefs than before; neither did we fee one 
beef ot Hog, though many tracks, all the day. 
This day he that look’d to the Boat, killed a young 
fword-fifh with the boat-hook ; there were 4 great 
many of them, a8 alfo nurfes and dogfifh, playing 
in fhoal water ; he hdd alfo difcovered a ftream of 

freth water, but fo inclofed with thick red: man*. 
groves, that it was impoflible to fill any in cafks 5 
we could fcarce oe€ alittle to drink. Our two men 
who went out the day before were not. yet returned § 
therefore when it was dark we went on board again; 
being much perplexed for fear of their falling into: 
the hatids of the Spanifh hunters } if we had-been 
certain of it, we would have failed prefently, for 
we could not expect to redeem them again, but 
tight have been taken ourfelves, either by them: 
or by the cape foldiers before metitioned. . Indeed 
thefe thoughts about their danger and our own; 

kept me waking all night. However, the next’ 
morning betimes we went afhore again, and before: 
We got in-o the lagune we heard a gun sins by: 
— which 


! 
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which we knew that our men were arrived ; fo we 
fired another in anfwer, and rowed away, as faft as 
we could to fetch them, defigning to fail as foon as 
we came on board, for by the flattering fouth and 
S. W. winds, together with the clearnefs of the fky, 
we fuppofed we fhould have ‘a north: the land in- 
tercepted our profpect near the horizon in the N.W. 
therefore we did not fee the black cloud there, which 
is a furé prognoftick of a north; when we came 
afhore we found our two men. = They killed a hog 
the firft day, but: lofing their way, were forced to 
march like tygers all the next day to get to us, and 
threw away mott of their meat to lighten themielves, 
yet it was night before they got to the fide of the 
laoune; and then’ being three or four milés ftill 
from us, they made a fire and roafted their meat, 
and having fill’d their bellies lay down to fleep, re- 
ferving a fmall pittance for us. We prefently re- 
turned on board and feafted on the remains of the 
roaftmeat, and being now pretty full, we got up 
our ‘anchor and ftood away to the fouth, coafting 
along the ifland; and doubling the S. W. point, we 
fteered away E. S. E. we had the wind, when we 
weighed, at weft a moderate gale, but veering a- 


bout to the north came to N. W. By that time we | 


got to the fouth weft point of Pinos; it blew a fierce 
gale, and held thus two days, then came to the N. 
N. W. blowing hard ftill, and from thence to the 
north: then we edged away S. E. for it blew hard, 
and we could not bring her nearer the wind. From 
the N. it came about to the N. N. E. then we knew 
that the heart of it was broke, however it blew hard 
ftill: afterwards it came about to the N. E. and 
blew about four hours, and fo by degrees died away 
and edg’d more eafterly, till it came to the E. by 
N.' where it ftood. We were in good hopes while 
the north continued, to have got to Jamaica before 

it 
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at ceafed, and were forry to find ourfelves thus cife 
appointed, for we could not fee the ifland, though 
we judged we could not be far from it; at noon we 
had a good obfervation, and found sini in the 
Jat. of the ifland. — 

We now had not one bit of any kind of food 
aboard ; therefore the Captain defired to knew our 
opinions what to do, and which way we might foon- 
elt get to fome fhore, either to beat for Jamaica, or 
to Heat away betore the wind, for the South Keys. 
All the feamen but myfelf, were for going to the 
South Keys, alledging. that our thip “being juch a 
dull fatler; would never get to wind-ward “wighauls 
the help of fea and land nad which we could 
not expect at fuch a diftance as we were, out of. 
the fight of any land: and that it was probable in 
three or four days time we might be among thé 
South Keys, if we put about for it 5 and there we 
fhould find. provifions enough, either fifth or fleth: 
I told them that the craft was.in catching it, and 
it was as probable that we might get as little tood 
in the South, Keys as we dick at Pinos, where; 
though there was spices of Beets and hogs, yet we 
could not tell how to get any. Betides we might 
be fix or feven days in getting to the South Keys 5 

all which time we muft of ne eeflity tait, which in 
two or three day, would bring us io low, that we 
fhould be in too weak. a condition’ to hunt. On the 
contra ry, 3f they could agree to beat a Hall 8 two 
longer tor the iflandof Jamaica, we mightinvall, pros 
bability fee, and come fo near it, that we meses jend 
in our boat and get provifion from Hitdnei7 though 
we could net come to anchor: tor in all likelihood 
we were not io jar from the ifland bur that we might 
have feen it, had it been clear; and thar the hang- 

ing of the clouds feemed to indicate to us. th satuthe 
land was obfcured by them. Some of them ac: 
quieleed 
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quiefced with me in my opinion ; however, "twas 
agreed to put away for the South Keys, and accord 
ingly we veered out our fheets, trimm’d our fails, 
and fteered away north north weft, I was fo much 
dif-fatisfied, that 1 turned into my cabbin, and told 
them we fhould be all ftarved. | 

- [could not fleep, tho’ I lay down ; for I was ve- 
ry much troubled to think of fafting three or four 
days, or a week ; having fared very hard already, 
Indeed ’twas by meer accident that our food latted 
fo long ; for we carried two barrels of beef out with 
us to jell, but ’twas fo bad that none would. buy it 3 
which proved well for us: for after our own ftock 
was fpent, this fupplied us. We boiled every day 
two pieces of it; and becaufe our peafe were all 
eaten, and our flour almoft fpent, we cut our beet 
in {mail bits after twas boiled, and boiled it again 
in water, thickned with a little flour, and fo eat it 
altogether with {poons. The little pieces of beef 
were like plumbs in our hodge-podge. Indeed ’twas 
not fit to be eaten any othes way; for tho’ it did 
not ftink, yet it was very unfavory and black, with- 
out the leaft fign of fat in it: Bread and flour being 
{carce with us, we could not make dough-boys 
to eat with it. But to proceed, I had not Jain in 
my cabbin above three eglafles, before one on the 
deck cried out, dand! land ! 1 was very glad at the 
news, and we all immediately difcerned it very plain. 
The firft that we faw was high-land, which we knew 
to be Blewfield’s-Hill, by a bending or faddle on 
the-tops with two fall heads on each fide. It bore 
north eaft by eaftand we had the wind at eait, there- 
fore we prefently clap’d on a wind, fteered in 
north north eaft, and foon after faw all the coaft, 
being not above five or fix leagues from it. We 


kept jogging in, all the afternoon, not ftriving to 


get into any particular place, but where ever we 
could 
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could fetch, we were refolved to anchor. The next 
day being pretty near the fhore, between Blewfeld’s- 
point and Point Negril, and having the wind large 
enough to fetch the latter, we fteered away directly 
thither ; and fecing’a fmall veffel about two leagues 
north weft of us, thaking fiens to fpeak with us by 
hoifting and lowering her top-fails, we were afraid 
of her, and edgéd in nearer the fhore ; and about 
three o’clock in the afternoon, to our great joy, we 
anchored at Negril, having. been thirteen weeks on 
our paflage. I think never any veflel before nor 
fince, made fuch traverfés in coming out of the Bay 
as we did; having firft blundred over the Alacranes 
Reet, and then vifited thofe iflands ; fromthence fell 
in among the Colorado Shoals, afterwards madé’a 
trip to Grand Camanis 3 and laftly vifited Pinos; 
tho’ to no purpofe. In all thefe rambles we got as 
much experience as if we -had been fent out on a 


defion. meggyt 
As foon as we carne to anchot,- we fent our. boat 
athore to buy provifions to regale ourfelves, after 
our long fatigue and fafting, and were very bu- 
fy preparing to drink a bow! of punch. when un= 
expectedly Capt. Rawlins, commander of a fmall 
New England veflel, that we left at Trieft, and 
Mr. John Hooker, who had been in the Bay a 
twelve month cutting logwood, and was now come- 
ing wap to Jamaica to fell it, came aboard, and. were 
mvited into the cabbin to drink with us ; the bow! 
had not yet been touch’d, (1 think there might be 
fix quarts in in it) but Mr. Hooker being drank to 
by Captain Rawlins, who pledg’d Capt. Hudfwell, 
and having the bowl in his hand, faid, that he was 
under an oath to drink but three draughts of ftrong 
liquor a day, and putting the bow! to his head, 
turn’d it off at one draught, and fo making himfelf 
drunk, -difappointed us of our expéétations, till “7 
made 
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made another bowl. The next day having a brifls 
iiorth weft wind, which was a kind of a Chocolatts 
North, we arrived at Port Royal ; and fo ended 
this troublefome voyage: © 


CHAP. IL 
The author's fecond voyage to the Bay of Cainpeachy: 


With a further defcription of the cotntry its animals; 
vegetables, Se. 


ie was not long after Gur atrival at Port Royal; 


before we were pay’d off and difcharged. And. 


Captain Johnfon of New-Eneland, being bound, 
again into the bay of Campeachy, I took the oppor- 
tunity of going a paffenger with him, being refolv< 
ed to {pend fome time at the loewood trade; and 
accordingly provided fuch neceifaries as were re- 
quired about it, viz. hatchets; axes, macheats, 7. ¢. 
long knives, faws, wedges, &e. a pavilion to fleep 
In, a gun with powder and fhot,; &e. and leaving a 
letter of attorney with Mr. Fleming, a merchant of 
Port-Royal, a8 well to difpofe of any thing that I 
fhould fend up to hirh, as to remit to me what I 
fhould order, I took eave of my friends and em~ 
barked, 

_ About tle middle of F ebruary 1675-6, we failed 
from Jamaica, and with a fair wind and weather, 
foon got as far as cape Catoche, and there met a 
pretty ; ttrong north, which lafted two days. After 
that the-trade fettled again at E, N. E. which fpeed- 
ily carried us to Trieft ifland. In alittle time I fet. 
tled myfelf in the weft creek of the weft lagune with 
fore old logwood-cutters, to follow the employ- 
ment with them. But J fhall proceed no further 
wich the relation of my own affairs, tll I have given 
a SulawipHion of the country, and its product, witht 

} {ome 
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fome particulars of the logwood-cutters ; their 
hunting for beef, and making hides, &c. 

In my former voyage I defcribed the coait from 
capé Catoche to cape Condufedo. Therefore I fhall 
now begin where I then left off, and following the 
fame method proceed to give fome account of the 
fea-coaft of the bay of Campeachy ; being compe- 
tently qualified for it by many little excurfions that 
I made from Trieft during my abode ia thefe parts, 
- The bay of Campeachy is a deép bending of the 
land, contained between cape Condufedo on the 
eaft, and a point fhooting forth from the high land 
ef St. Martins on the weft. . The diftance between 
thefe two places is about an ‘hundred and twenty 
Jeagues, in which are many large and navigable ri- 
vers, wide lagunes, &c. Of all which I hhall treae 
in their order, as alfo of the land on the coait ; its 
foil, product, &c. Together with fome obfervati- 
ons concerning the trees, plants, vegetables, ani- 
mals and natives of the country. | “pte % 

From cape Condufedo to the Salinas is fourteen 
or fifteen leagues ; the coaft runs fouth: It is all a 
fandy bay between, and the land alfo within is dry — 
and fandy, producing only fome fcrubby trees. Half 
way between thele two places. you may dig in the 
fand above high water-mark, and find very good 
frefh water. . | aah 

The Salina is a fine fmall harbour for barks ; but 
there is not. above fix or feven feet water; and a lite 
tle within the Jand, there is a large falt pond, be- 
longing to Campeachy town, which yields abun- 
dance of falt.. At the time when the falt’ kerns, 
which is in May or June, the Indians of the coun- 
try are ordered by the Spaniards to give their at- 
tendance, to rake it afhore and gather it into a great 
pyramidal] heap, broad below and fharp at top, like 


the ridge of a houfe ; then covering it all over with 
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dry grafs and reeds, they fet fire to it; and this 
burns the outfide falt to a hard black crutt, which 
is afterwards a defence againft the rains that are now 
fettled in, and preferves the heap dry, even in the 
wetteft feafon. The Indians whofe bufinefs it is to 
gather the falc thus into heaps, wait here by turns 
all the kerning feafon, not lefs than forty or filty ¢2- 


y 
/ 


milies at a time; yet here are no houfes for them 
to lie in, neither do they at all regard it, for they 
are relieved by a frefh fupply of Indians every wee, 
and they all fleep in the. open air, fome on the 
ground, but moft in very poor hammocks faftencc 
to trees or polts ftuck in the ground for that pur- 
pofe. Their fare is no better than their lodging, 
for they have no other food, while they are here, 


a 


but tartilloes and pofole. Tartilloes are {mail cakes 
made of the flour of Indian corn ; and pofole is allo 
Indian carn boiled, af which they make their drink. 
But of this more hereafter, when I treat of tie na- 
tives and their manner of living. When the kern- 
ing feafon is over, the Indians march home to 
their fettled habitatiens, taking no more care of the 
faltr. But the Spaniards of Campeachy, who are 
owners of the ponds, frequently fend their barks 
hither for falt, to load fhips that lie in Campeachy 
road, and atterwards tran{port it to all the ports in 
the bay of Mexico, efpecially to Alvarado and Tom- 
peque, two great fifhing towns ; and I think that 
all the inland towns thereabouts are fupplied with 
it, for I know of no other falt ponds on all the 
coaft, befides this and thofe before-mentioned. This 
Salina harbour was often vifited by the Englifh log- 
wood-cutters, in their way from Jamaica to Trieft ; 
and if they found any barks here, either light or 
Jaden, they made bold to take and fell both the 
fhips and the Indian failors that belonged to them. 
This they tell you is by way of reprifal, for fome 
: : former 
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former injuries received of the Spaniards ; though 
indeed ‘twas but a pretence: for the governors of 
Jamaica knew nothing of it, neither durft the Spa- 


niards complain ; for at that time they ufed to take | 


all the Englith thips they met with in thefe parts, 
not {paring even fuch as came laden with fugar from 
Jamaica, and were bound for England ; efpecially 
if they had logwood aboard. This was done Qpen- 
ly, for the fhips were carried into Havanna, there 
fold and the men imprifoned without any redrefs. 
From the Salinas to Campeachy town, is about 
twenty leagues ; the coaft runs fouth by weft, the 
firft four leagues of it, along the coaft, is drowned 
Mangrove-land, yet about two miles fouth of the 
Salina about 200 yards from the fea, there is a freth 
ipring, which is vifited by all the Indians that pafs 
this way either in bark or canoe, there being ng 
water befides near it ; and there is a fmall dirty path 
leads to it thro’ the M angroves ; after you are paft 
the Mangroves, the coaft rifeth higher with many 
fandy bays, where boats may conyeniently land, but 
no freth water till you come to a river near Cam- 
peachy fown. ‘The land further along the coatt is 
partly mangrovy, but moft of it dry ground, and 
pot very fruittyl ; preducing only a tew fcrubby 
buthes : No logwood growing on all rhis coaft, even 


from cape Catoche to Campeachy town. | 

About fix leagues before you come to Campeachy, 
there is.a {mall hill called Hina, where privateers 
commonly anchor and keep fentinels on the hill, to 
look gut for thips bound to the town : There jis 
plenty of good fre-wood, but no water ; and in the 
jurt of the fea, clofe by the thore, you find abundance 
of fhell-fith, called by the Englith horfe hoofs, be- 
eaute the under part or the belly of the Ath js Alar, 
en¢ lomewhat refembling that figure in fhape and 
Wagnitude s bye the back is round like a turtles; 
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the fhell is thin and brittle, like a lobfter’s, with 
many fmall claws : by report they are very good 
meat ; but I never tafted any of them mylelf, 

iihere are three fmall low fandy iflands, about 

twenty-five or twenty-fix leagues fram Hina, bear- 

ing north from it, and thirty leagues from Catm- 
peachy. On the fouth fide of chef e iflands there 
iS good anchorage; but neither wood nor water ¢ 
and as for animals, we faw none, but only greae 
numbers of large rats and pleuty’ of boobies, and 
men of war-birds. hele iflands are call’d the 
Triangles, from. the figure they make in their po- 
fition. There are no other at any diftance from 
the fhore, but thefe and the Alacranes, mentioned in 
the former la on all. this coaft that I have 
feen. 

Campeachy is a fine town, ftanding on the fhore 
in a fmall bending of the land; and is the only 
town on all this coatt, even from Cape Cotoche to 
1a. Vera Crug, that {tands open to the fea. It 
makes a fine fhew, being built all with good ftone. 
The houles are not high, but the walls very ftrong} 
the roofs flatith, Alea, the Spanifh fafhion, and cos 
vered with pan-tiles. There is a ftrong citadel or 
fort at one end, planted witch many guns, where 
the governor refides with a {mall earrifon to de- 
fend it. Though this fort pe Res the town and 
harbour, yet it hath been twice taken. Firft by Sir 
Chriftopher Mims ; who about the year 1659, hav- 
ing f{ummoned the governor, and afterwards ftayed 
three days for an anfwer before he landed his men, 
took it ‘by ftorm, only with fmall arms. I have 
heen told that when he was advyiled by. the Jamai- 
ca privateers, to take it by ftratagem in the nicht: 
he replied, that he {corned to fteal a victory ; there, 
_ fore when he went again{t it, he gave them warn- 

ing of his approach, by his drums and trympets 5 


yet 
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yet he took the fort at the firft onfet and immedi; 
ately became matter of the place. } 

It was taken afecond time by Englifh and French 
privateers, about the year 1678, -by furprize. They 
landed in the night abont 2 leagues from the town, 
and aunens into the country, lighted on a path 
that brought them thither. The next morning near 
fun-rifing, they entred the town, when many of the 
inhabitans were but juft ftirring in their houles; who 
hearing a noife in the ftreet, ~look’d our to know 
the occafjon ; and feeing armed men marching to- 
wards the fort, fuppoled them to be fome faldicts 
of their own garrjfon, that were returned out of 
the country ; Fo about a fortnight or three weeks 
before, they had fent out a party to fupprefs fome 
Indians, then in rebellion, a thing very common 
in this country. Under tavour of this {uppofition, 
_ the privateer’s men marched through the ftreets, 
even to the fort, without the leaft epuplition Nay, 
the town’s people bad them, goo 
congratulated their fafe returns not dicen 
chan to be enemies, till they fired at the Sentinels 
on the fort-wall, and prefently after began a furious 
attack; and turning two {mall guns, which they 
found in the coed againit the gates of the fort, 
{oon made themlelves yellers ot it. The cown is 
not very rich, thoveh, as | aid before, the only 
tea pott on all aa. ee ‘the chief manufac- 
ture of the country is cotton cloth , this ferves for 
cloathing the Indians, and even the poorer fort of 
Spaniards wear pothing elle. dt js wled allo for 
mailing tgile lor dhips, and remitted to other parts 
1ov che fame purpote. | 

Befides cocton cloth, and dl rea d from the 
Salinas, | knew of ered ee commodity 
exported hence, Jndeed formerly his place avas the 
market oF he whole Jog wood-trade . which js there: 

fas, 5 iote 
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fore ftill called Palo (z.e. wood) de Campeachy ; 


tho’ it did not grow nearer than at twelve or four- 
teen leagues diftance from the town. 


The place were the Spaniards then cut it, was a¢ 


a river, called Champeton, about ten or twelve 
leagues to Leeward of Campeachy town ; the coaft 
from thence fouth, the land pretty high and rocky. 
The native Indians that lived hereabouts, were hired 
to cut it for a ryal a day, it then being worth go, 
TOO or 110/. per tun. 

After the Englifh had taken Jamaica, and began 
to cruifein this Bay, they found many barks laden 
with it ; but not knowing its value then, they either 
fet them adrift or burned them, faving only the nails 
and iron-work, a thine now ufual among the pri- 
vateers, taking no notice at all of the cargo; till 
Capt. James, having taken a great fhip laden with 
it, and brought her home to England, to fit her for 
a privateer, fold his wood at a great rate, beyond 
his expectation ; tho’ he valued it fo little that he 
burned of it all his paflage home. After his return 
to Jamaica, the Enelifh vifiting this Bay, found 
out the place where it grew, and if they met no 
prize at fea, they would go to Champeton river, 
where they were certain to find large piles cut to 
their hand, and brought to the fea-fide ready to be 
fhip’d off. This was their common practice; be- 
fore 'the Spaniards fent foldiers thither to prevent 
their depredations. | ‘ 7 

But by this time the Englifh knew the trees, as 
growing ; and underftanding their value, began to 
rummage other coafts of the main, in fearch of it, 
tll, according to their defire, they found large 
groves of it, firft at cape Catoche ; (which, as I 
faid before, was the firft place where they fettled 
to logwood cutting) and loaded many vefiels from 
thence. to Jamaica, and other places. But growing 
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{fcarce there, they feund out the lagune of Trieft in 
the bay of Campeachy ; where they followed the 
fame trade, and have ever fince continued it, even 
to the time of. my being here. But to proceed ; 

From the river Champeton to Port-royal, is about 
eighteen leagues ; the coaft S. S. W. or S. W. by 
S. low land with a fandy beach, againft the fea, 
and fome trees by the fhore, with fmall favannahs, 
mix’d with {mall fhrubby woods within Jand all the 
way. There is only one river between Champeton 
and Port-royal, called Port Efcondedo. | 

Port-Royal is a broad entrance into a falt lagune 
of nine or ten leagues long, and three or four wide, 
with two mouths, one at each end. The mouth of 
Port-Royal hath a bar, whereon there is nine or ten 
feet. water.- Within the bar it is deep enough, and 
there is good anchoring on either fide. ‘The en- 

trance is about a mile over, and two miles in 
length ; it hath fair fandy bays on each fide, with 
{mooth landing. : 

_ Ships commonly anchor on the weather or eatt 
fide next Champeton, both for the convenience of 
fome wells there dug on the beaches by the priva- 
teers and logwood-cutters, as allo to ride more out 
of the tide, which here runs very ftrong. ‘This 
place is remarkable enough, becaufe from hence 
the land tends away weit, for about fixty-five or 
feventy leagues. 

On the weft fide of this harbour is a low ifland, 
called by us Port-royal-ifland; which makes one 
fide of the mouth,’ as the main does the other: It 
is about two miles wide and three leagues long, run- 
wning eaft and weft. The ealt end of this ifland is 
fandy and pretty clear of woods, with fome grais, 

‘bearing a {mall prickly bur, no bigger than a grey 
-pea, which renders it very troublefome to thofe 
-that walk barefoot, as the bay men often do, There 

are 


Capt: WILLIAM DAMPIER. 51 


are fome bufhes of burton-weod: and a little fur- 
ther to the weft grow large Nafebery or Sapadillo- 
trees, whofe fruit is long and very pleafant. The 
reft of the ifland is more woody, efpecially the north 


fide, which is full of white mangrove clofe to the 
fhore. 


On the weft fide of this ifland is another {mall - 


low ifland, called Trieft, feparated from the for- 
mer by a {mall falt creek, {carce broad enough for 
a canoe to paddle through. 

The ifland Trieft is in fome places three miles 
wide, and about four leagues in length ; running 
EK. and W. The eaft end is fwampy and full of 
white mangroves, and the fouth fide much the fame: 
the weft part is dry and fandy, bearing a fort of 
long graft, growing in tufts very thin. This is a 
fort of favannah, with fome large palmetto-trees 
erowing in it. The north fide of the weft end is 
full of coco-plum-bufhes, and fome grapes. 

The coco-plum-bufh is about eight or nine feet 
high, fpreading out into many branches ; its rind 
black and {mooth ; the leaves oval and pretty large 
and of a dark green. ‘The fruit is about the big- 
nefs of a horfe plum, but round; fome are black, 
fome white, others redifh: the fkin of the plumb 
is very thin and fmooth ; the infide white, foft and 
woolly, rather fit to fuck than bite, inclofing in the 
middle a large foft ftone. ‘This fruit grows com- 
monly in the fand near the fea; and I have tafted 
fome that have been faltifh ; but they are common- 
ly {weet and pleafant enough, and accounted very 
wholefome. 

_ The body of the mangrove-grape-tree is about 
two or three feet in circumference, growing feven 
or eight feet high, then fends forth many branches, 
whole twigs are thick and erofs; the leaves are 
fhaped much like an ivy leaf, but broader aia 
d 2 nar 
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chard ; the fruit is as big as an ordinary grape grow- 
ing in bunches or clutters among the twigs all over 
the tree; it is black when ripe, and the infide red- 
ifh, with a large hard ftone in the middle. This 
fruit is very pleafant and wholefome, but of little 
fubftance, the {tones being fo large. The body 
and limbs of the tree are ” good fewel, making a 
clear {trong fire, therefore often ufed by the priva- 
teers to harden the fteels of their guns when faulty. 
The animals of this ifland are, metas cuanoes, 
{nakes and deer.. Befides the common fmall lizard, 
there is another fort of a large kind, called the 
Mexican, or Lion Lizard : this creatuie is fhaped 
much like the other, but almoft as big as a man’s 
arm, and has a large comb on its head, which it 
fets up an end when affaulted, but otherways it lies 
down flat: here are two or three forts of fnakes, 
fome very large, as I have been told. 
At the weft end of the ifland clofe by the fea, 
you may dig in the fand five or fix feet deep, and 


find good freth water ; there are commonly wells 


ready made by feamen to water their fhips, but 
they foon fill up if not cleared, and if you dig too 
deep, the water will be falt.. "This ifland was. fel- 
dom clear of inhabitants when the Englifh vifited 
the bay for logwood ; for the biggeft fhips may al- 
ways ride here in fix or feven fathom water clofe to 
the fhore; but fmaller veffels run up three ho ogy 
farther to One-bufh-key. | 

The fecond mouth or entrance into this lagune 
between Trieft and Beef-ifland, is about three niles 
wide. It is fhoal without, and only two channels 
to come in ; the deepeft on a fpring tide, has twelve 
fe et water. It lies near the middle of the mouths 
hard jand on the bar: the weft channel has sholite 
ten feet water, and lies pretty near Beef-ifland. You 
run in with the fea breeze, and found all the he 3 
faking 
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taking your founding from Becf-ifland fhore. The 
' bottom is foft ooze, and it fhoals gradually. Being 
fhot within Beef-ifland point, you will have three 
fathom; then you may ftand over towards Trieft, 
till you come near the fhore, and there anchor as 
you pleafe. There is good anchoring any where 
within the bar between Trieft and Beet-ifland, but 
the tide is much ftronger than at Port-Royal. This 
Jagune is called by the Spaniards, laguna termina, 
or the lagune of tides, becaufe they run very ttrong 
here. Small veffels, as barks, Periagoes or canoes 
may fail through this lagune, from one mouth to 
the other, or into fuch creeks, rivers or {maller la- 
gunes, as empty themfelves into this, of which here 
are many : the firft of note-on the eaft part of this 
lagune, as you come in at Port-Royal, is the river 
Summafenta. 

This river, though but {mall, is big enough for 
Periagoes to enter. It difembogues on the fouth 
fide near the middle of the Lagune. There was 
formerly an Indian village named Summatenta, near 
the mouth of the river ; and another large Indian 
town, called Chucquebul, feven or eight leagues 
up inthe country. This latter was once taken by 
the privateers ; by whom I have been informed, 
that there were about 2000 families of Indians in 
it, and two or three churches, and as many Spanifh 
friers, though no white men befides. The land 
near this river yields plenty of logwood. 

From Summafenta river to One-Bufh-Key is four 
or five leagues, the fhore running weft. I have de- 
fcribed One-bufh-key, and the creck again{ft it, 
which is very narrow, and not above a mile long 
before it opens into another wide lake, lying nearly 
N. and S. called the eaft lacune; about a league 
and half wide, and three Jeagues long, encompafied 


with mangrove trees. At the S. E.. corner of it 
, there 
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there is another creek about a mile wide at the 
mouth, running fix or feven miles into the country; 
on both fides of it grows plerty of logwood, there- 
fore it was inhabited by Englifhmen who lived in 
{mall companies, from three to ten in a company, 
and fettled themfelves to their beft convenience for 
cutting. At the head of the creek they made a 
path, leading into a large favannah full of black 
cattle, horfes and deer, which was often vifited by 
them upon occafion. 

At the north end, and about the middle of the 
eaft lagune, there is another {mall creek like that 
which comes out againft One-bufh- -key, but lefs and 
fhallower, which “difchargeth itfelf into Laguna 
Termina, againft a {mall “fandy key, called by the 
Englifh Serles’s Key, from captain Serles, who firft — 
careened his veffel there, and was afterwards killed 
in the weftern lagune,.by one of his company as 
they were cutting lopwood together. ‘Ivhis captain 
Serles was one of Sir Henry Morgan’s commanders, 
at the facking of Panama; who being fent out to 
cruife in a {mall veflel in the fouth feas, happened 
to furprize at Taboca, the boatfwain and moft of 
the crew belonging to the Trinity, a Spanifh fhip, 
on board which were the friars and nuns, with all 
the old gentlemen and matrons of the town, to the 
number of fifteen hundred fouls, befides an immenfe 
treafure all in filver and gold, alt which he might 
have taken in the fhip, had he purfued her, as I 
was informed by captain Peralta, who then com- 
manded her, as he did afterwards, when fhe was 
taken by captain Sharp. 

On the weft fide of the eaft lagune, there is a 
fmall fkirt of mangroves, that feparates it from an- 
other running parallel with it, called the eaft la- 
cune, which is about the bignefs of the former. 

Towards the north end of this lagune a {mall 


creek 
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creek comes out of ‘the eaft lagune, deep enough 
for fmall barks to pafs through. 

At the fouth end of this lagune, there is a creek 
about a mile wide at its mouth; and half a mile 
from thence it divides into two branches ; one cal- 
led the eaft the cther the weft branch; both deep 
enough for fmall barks feven or eight miles up. 
The water is frefh ten. months, but in the midift of 
the dry teafon, it is brackifh. Four miles from the 
mouth, the land on both fides thefe two branches is 
wet and fwampy, affording only mangroves by the 
creeks fides, only at the heads of them, there are 
“many large oaks, befides which I never faw any 
crowing within the tropicks; but twenty paces 
within that, grows plenty of logwood ; therefore the 
cutters fettled themfelve: here alfo. 

On the welt fide of the weft beach ‘ies a large 
pafture for cattle about three miles from the creek, 
to which the logwood cutters made paths from their 
huts to hunt cattle, which are always there in great 
numbers ; and being commonly fatter than thofe 
in the neighbouring favannahs, was therefore called 
the fat favannah ; and this weft creek was always 
moft inhabited by logwood-cutters. | 

~The logwood trade was grown very common be- 
fore I came hither, there being about two hundred 
and fixty or feventy men living about the lagune 
and at Beef-ifland. This trade had its rife from the 
decay of privateering ; for after Jamaica was well 
fettled by the Englifh, and a peace eftablifhed with 
Spain, the privateers, who had hitherto lived upon 
plundering the Spaniards, were put to their fhifts 5 
for they had prodigally fpent whatever they got, 
and now wanting fubfiftence, were forced either to. 
go to Petit Guavas, where the privateer-trade fill 
continued, or into the bay for logwood. The 
more industrious fort of them came hither, pRener 

: ; er eis 


“66 The VovacEs and Adan tonne of 


thefe, though they could work well enough if they 
pleafed, thought it a dry bufinefs to toil at cutting 
wood. They were good mark{fmen, and took more 
delight in hunting; but neither of thofe employ- 
ments pleafed them fo much as privateering ; there- 
fore they often made fallies out in {mall parties a- 
mong the neareft Indian towns, where they plunder- 
ed, and brought away the Indian women to {ferve 
them at their huts, and fent their hufbands to be 
fold at Jamaica; befides they had not forgot their 
old drinking-bouts, and would ftill fpend thirty or 
forty pounds at a fitting on board the fhips 
that came hither from Jamaica, caroufing and firing 
off guns three or four days together. And though — 
afterwards many fober men came into the bay to 
cut wood, yet by degrees the old ftanders fo de- 
bauched them, that they could never fettle them- 
felves under any civil covernment, but continued 
in their wickednefs, till the Spaniards, encouraged 
by their carelefs rioting, fell upon, and took many 
of them fingly at their own huts, and carried them 
away prifoners to Campeachy, or La Vera Cruz ; 
from whence they were fent to Mexico, and fold to 
feveral tradefmen in that city; from thence, after. 
two or three years, when they could fpeak Spanith, 
many of them made their efcapes, marched in by 
paths back to La Vera Cruz, and by the flota were 
conveyed to Spain, and. fo got back to England. 
I have fpoke with many of them fince, who told 
me that none of them were fent to the filver mines 
to work, but kept in or near the city, and never 
fuffered to 20 with their caravans to New-Mexico, 
or that way. I relate this, becaufe it is generally 
fugeefted that the Spaniards commonly {énd their 
prifoners thither, and ute them very barbaroufly, 
but I could never learn that any European has been 
thus ferved; whether for fear of difcovering their 
el os weaknefs, 
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weaknefs, or for any other reafon, I know not; but 
jt is moft certain that the logwood-cutters, who 
were inthe bay when I was there, were all routed 
or taken; a thing I ever feared, and was the reafon 
that induced me at laft to come away, although a 
place where a man might have gotten an eftate. 
- Having thus given an account of the firft fet- 
tling of this place by my countrymen, I fhall next 
fay fomething concerning the feafons of the year, 
fome particulars of the country; its animals; the 
logwood trade ; their manner of hunting, and fe- 
veral remarkable paffages that happened during my 
flay there. | te 
This part of the bay of Campeachy lies in about 
18 deo. of north lat. The fea breezes here in fair 
weather, are at N. N. E,or N. The land winds 
are S. S. E. and S. but in bad weather at E. S. E, 
a hard gale for two or three days together. ‘The 
dry fealon begins in September, and holds till 
April or May; then comes in the wet feafon, which 
begins with tornadoes ; firft one in a day, and by 
degrees increafing till June; and then you have fet 
rains till the latter end of Auguft. This {wells the 
rivers fo that they overflow, and the favannahs be- 
gin to be covered with water; and although there 
may be fome intermiffions of dry weather, yet there 
are {till plentiful fhowers of rain; and tho’ the wa- 
ter does not increafe, neither does it decreafe, but 
continues thus till the north winds are fet in {trong, 
and then all the favannahs, for many miles, feem 
to be but part of the fea. The norths commonly 
fet in about the beginning of October, and contt- 
nue by intervals till March. But of thefe I fhall 
fpeak more in my difcourie on winds, Thefe winds 
blowing right in on the land, drive in the fea, and 
keep the tides from their conitant courfe as long as 
ghey laft, which is fometimes two or three days ; 
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by this means the frefhes are pent up, and overflow 
much more than before, tho’ there be lefs rain. 
They blow moft fiercely in December and January; 
but afterwards decreafing in ftrength, are neither fo 
frequent nor Jafting ; and then the frefhes begin to 
drain from off the low ground. By the middle of 
February the land is all dry; and the next month 
perhaps you will fcarce get water to drink, even in” 
thofe favannahs that but fix weeks before were like 
aiea. By the beginning of April, the ponds alfo 
in the favannahs are all dried up, and one who 
knows not how to get water otherways may perifh 
with thirft ; but thofe that are acquainted here, in 
their neceffity make to the woods, and refrefh them- 

iclves with water that they find in the wild pines.. 
The wild pine, vifcum caryoph ylloides, is a plant 
fo called, becaufe it fomewhat refembles the bufh 
that bears the pine-apple ; they are commonly fup- 
ported, or grow from fome bunch, knot or excre- 
icence of a tree, where they take root, and erow 
upright. The root is fhort and thick, trom whence 
the leaves rife up in folds one within another, fpread- 
ing out at the top: they are of a good thick fub- 
ftance, and about ten or twelve inches lone. The 
outlide leaves are fo compaét as to contain the rain 
water as it falls. ‘They will hold a pint and a half 
or a quart; and this water refrefhes the leaves and 
nourihes the root. When we find thefe pines, we 
fick our knives into the leaves juft above the root, 
and that lets-out the water, which we catch in our 
hats, as I-have done many times to my great relief. 
The land near the fea or the lagunes is mangrovy, 
“and always wet, but at a little diftance from it, is 
fait and firm, and never overflowed, but in the wet 
feafon. The foil is a ftrong yellowith clay ; the 
upper coat or furface is a black mold, tho’ not 
deep. Here grow divers forts of trees of ne pices 
Pye OLEK. 
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bulk nor weight. Among thefe the logwood trees 
thrive beft, and are very plentiful; this being the 
moft proper {oil for them; for they do not thrive 
in dry ground, neither will you fee any growing in 
rich -black mould. They are much like our 
white thorns in England, but generally a great deal 
bigger; the rind of the young growing branches 
jis white and fmooth, with fome prickles fhooting 
forth here and there; fo that an Englifhman not 
knowing the difference would take them for white 
thorns, but the body and the old branches are black- 
ith; the rind rougher, with few or no prickles. 
The leaves are {mall and fhaped like the common 
white thorn leaf, of a palifh green. We always chute 
to cut the old black-rinded trees, for thefe have lefs 
fap, and require but little pains to chip or cut. The 
{ap is white, and the heart red: the heart is ufed 
much for dying, therefore we chip off all the white 
fap, till we come to the heart ; and then it is fit to 
be tranfported to Europe. After it has been chip’d 
a little while, it turns black ; and if it lies in the 
water it dies it like ink, and fometimes has been 
ufed to write with. Some trees are five er fix feet 
in circumference ; thefe we can fcarce cut into logs 
fmall enough for a man’s burden, without great 
labour, and therefore are forced to blow them up. 
It is a very ponderous fort of wood, and burns ve- 
ry well, making a clear {trong fire, and very laft- 
ing. We always harden the fteels of our fire-arms, 
when they are faulty, in a logwood fire, if we can 
get it, but otherways, as I faid before, with Burton- 
wood or the grape-tree. The true logwood, I think, 
grows only in this country of Jucatan s and even 
there but only in fome places near the fea. The 
chief places for it are either here or at cape Catoche, 
and on the fouth fide of Jucatan in the bay of Hon- 
duras. ‘There are other forts of wood much like it 
1m 
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in colour, and ufed for dying alfo; fome more ef- 
teemed, others of leffer value. Of thefe forts 
bloodwood, redwood or Nicaragua wood, and ftock- 
fith wood or ftockvifh - hout, are of the natural 

erowth of America. 

' The guiph of Nicaragua, which opens againft 

the ifle of Providence, is the only place that I know 
in the north feas, that produces the bloodweod, 

and the land on the other fide of the country a- 

gainft it in the fouth feas, produceth the fame forts. 

This wood is of a brighter red than the logwood. 
Ic was fold for thirty pounds per ton, when log- 
wood was but at fourteen or fifteen; and at the fame 
time ftockfifh-wood went at feven or eight. This 
Jaft fort grows in the country near Rio la Hacha, 
to the eaft of St. Martha, by the fides of rivers in 
the low land. It isa {maller fort of wood than the 
former. I have feen a tree much like the logwood, 
in the river of Conception in the Samballas ; and 
I know it will dye; but whether it be either of thefe 
two forts, I know not: befides here and in the 
places beforementioned, I have not met with any 
fuch wood in America. 

At Sherbero, near Sierraleone, in Africa, there is 
camwood, which is much like bloodwood, if not 
the fame. And at Tonquin, in the Eaft Indies, 
there is alfo fuch another fort: I have not heard of 
any more in any part of the world, 

The land as you go farther from the fea rifeth 
ftill fomewhat higher, and becomes of a more plan- 
table mould; there the trees are generally of ano- 
ther fort, growing higher and taller than the log- 
wood trees, or any near them: beyond this, you 
fill enter into large favannahs of long grafs, two or 
three miles wide, in fome places much more. 

The mould of the favannahs is generally black 
and deep, producing a coarle fort of fedgy grafs: 
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sn the fatter end of the dry time, we fet fire to it, 
which runs like wild-fire, and keeps burning as long 
as there is any fewel, unlefs fome good fhower of 
rain puts it out; then prefencly fprings up a new 
green crop, which thrives beyond all belief. The 
favannahs are bounded on éach fide with ridges of 
higher land, of a hight brown colour, deep and ve- 
ry fruitful ; producing extraordinary great hich trees. 
The land for ten or twenty miles from the fea, is 
generally compofed of many ridges of delicate 
wood-land, and large traéts of pleafant grafly fa- 
vannahs, alternately intermixed with each other. 

The animals of this country are, horfes, bullocks, 
deer, warrees, pecarees, fquafhes, opoflums, monkies, 
ant-bears, floths, armadilloes, porcupines, land- 
turtles, @uanoes, and lizards of all kinds. 

The fquafh, or wild cat, is a four-footed beatt, 
bigger than a cat ; its head is much like a foxes, 
with fhort ears and along nofe. It has pretty fhore 
legs, and fharp claws, by which it will run up trees 
like a ca:. The fkin is covered with fine fhort yel- 
lowith hair. The flefh of it is good, fweet, whole- 
fome meat. We commonly fkin and roaft it, and 
then we call it pig; and I think it eats as well. It 
feeds on nothing but good fruit; therefore we find 
them among the fapadillo-trees. ‘T’his creature ne- 
ver rambles very far; and being taken young will 
become as tame as a dog, and be as roguilh as a 
monkey. 

. The monkies that are in thefe parts are the ugli- 
eft Lever faw. They are much bigger than a hare, 
and have great tails about two foot and a half long. 
The under fide of their tails is all bare, with a black 
hard fkin; but the upper fide, and all the body is 
covered with courfe, long, black, ftaring hair. Thefe 
creatures keep together twenty or thirty in a com- 
pany, and ramble over the woods, leaping from tree 
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to tree. If they meet with a fingle perfon, they will 
threaten to devour him. When I have been alone 
I have been afraid to fhoot them, efpecially the firft 
time I met them. They were a great company 

dancing from tree to tree, over my head, chatter-— 
ing and making a terrible.noife, and a great many 
grim faces, and fhewing antick geftures. Some 
broke down dry fticks and threw at me; others. 
fcattered their urine and dung about my ears ; at 
laft_ one bigger than the reft, came to a fmall 
limb juft over my head, and leaping dire@tly at me, 
made me flart back, but the monkey caught hold 
of the bough with the tip of his tail, and there 
continued {winging to and fro, an making mouths 
at Me. Ataalt | patton theyll 
keeping me company, with the like menacing 
poftures, till I came to our huts. The tails of thefe 
monkies are as good to them as one of their hands; 
and they will hold as faft by them. If two or more 
of us were together they fled from us. The females 
with their young ones, for they have commonly two, 
are much troubled to leap after the males: one fhe 
carries under one of her arms; the other fits on her 

back, and clafps her two fore paws about her neck, — 
Thefe monkies are the moft fullen I éver met with ; 
for all the art that we could ufe, would never tame 
them. It isa hard matter to fhoot one cf them, fo 
as to take it; for if it get hold with irs claws 
or tail, it will not fall as long as one breath of life 
remains. After I have thot at one, and broke a leg 
or an Arm, I have pittied the poor creature to fee 
it look on and handle the wounded limb, and turn 
it from fide to fide. Thefe monkies are very rarely, 
or (as fome fay) never on the ground. 
The ant-bear is a four-footed beaft, as big asa 
pretty large dog, with rough black-brown. hair: 
It has fhort legs, a long nole and little eyes ; a. pees 
1fte 
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 Uittle mouth, and aflender tongue like an earth-worm 
about five or fix inches long. This creature feeds 
on ants ; therefore, you always find it near an ants 
neft or path. It takes its food by laying its nofe 
down flat on the ground, clofe to the path the ants 
travel in, (whereof here are many in this country) 
and then puts out its tongue acrofs the path ; the 
ants pafling forwards and backwards continually, 
when they come to the tongue, make a ftop, and 
in two or three minutes time it will be covered all 
over with ants, which the perceiving, draws in her 
tongue, and then eats them ; and after puts it out 
again to trapan more. ‘They fmell very ftrong 
of ants, and tafte much ftronger, for I have 
eaten of them. I have met with thefe creatures in 
feveral places of America, as well as here, in the 
Samballas and in the South Seas, on the Mexican 
continent 

The floth or flugeard, is a four-footed, hairy, afh 
coloured animal, fomewhat lefs than the ant-bear, 
and not fo rough; its head is round, its eyes {mall, 
it has a fhort nofe, and very fharp teeth, fhort legs, 
but extraordinary long fharp claws. This creature 


feeds on leaves, whether indifferently on al! forts, or 


only fome particular kinds, I know not. They are 
very mifchievous to the trees where they come; and 
are fo flow in motion, that when they have eaten all 
the leaves on one tree, before they can get down 
from that, climb another, and fettle themifelves to 
their frefh banquet (which takes them up five or fix 
days, though the trees ftand ever fo near together,) 
they are nothing but fkin and bones, although they 
came down plump and fat from the laft tree. They 
never defcend till they have ftript every limb and 
‘bough, and made them as bare as winter. It takes 
-them up eight or nine minutes to move one of their 
feet three inches forward ; and they move all their 
ast) Woes ve: oy Setour 
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four feet one after another, at the fame flow rate 3 
neither will ftripes make them mend their pace, for 
I have tried to do it by whipping them, but they 
feem infenfible, and can neither be frighted or pro- 
voked to move fatter. 

The armadillo, fo called from its fhell refemb- 
ling a {uit of armour, is as big as a fmall fucking 
pig; the body of it pretty long. This creature is 
inclofed in a thick fhell, which guards all its back, 
comes down on both fides, and meets under the 
belly, leaving room for the four legs; the head is 
{mall, with a nofe like a pig, a pretty long'necks 
it can put out its head before its body when it 
walks, but on any danger fhe puts it under the hell, 
and drawing in her feet, lies ftock ftill like a land- 
turtle ; and though you tofs her about, yet the will 
not move herfelf.. The fhell is jointed in the mid- 
dle of the back, fo that fhe can turn the fore part 
of her body about which way fhe pleafes. The 
feet are like thofe of a land-turtle, and it has {trong 
claws, wherewith it digs holes in the ground like a 
coney. The flefh is fweet, and taftes much likea 
Jand-turtle. 

The porcupine being a creature well known, Vl 
pafs in filence. . | 

The beatts of prey that are bred in this country, 
are cats of the wood, or tyger-cats, and (as is re- 
reported by our men) lions. The tyger-cat is a- 
bout the bignefs of a bull-deg, with fhort legs, and 
a round body, fhaped much like a maitiff, but in 
all things elfe viz. its head, the colour of its hair, 
and the manner of its preying, much refembling 
the tyger, only fomewhat lefs. Here are great 
numbers of them ; they pray on young calves. or 
other game, whereof here is plenty : and becaufe 
they do not want food, they are the lefs to be tear- 
ed. But I have with’d them further off, ane 
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have met them in the woods, becaufe their afpect 
appears fo very ftately and fierce. Tho’ I never 
did fee any lion in this country, [ have been inform- 
ed by two or three perfons, they did fee lions here ; 
but I am affured that they are not numerous. 

_ Here are a great many poifonous creatures in this 
‘country, more particularly {nakes, of divers forts, 
fome yellow, fome green, and others of a dun co- 
lour, with black and yellow fpots. The petzcoalt, 
or yellow {nake is commonly as big as the {mall of 


aman’s leg, and fix or feven feet long. Thefe are 


a lazy fort of creatures, for they lie ftill and prey 
on lizards, guanoes, or other {mall animals that 
come in their way. 

It is reported, that fometimes they lurk in trees, 
and are fo mighty in ftrength, as to hold a bullock 
faft by one of his horns, when he happens to come 
fo near that fhe can twift herfelf about the limb of 
the tree and the horn at once. . Thefe are accounted 
very good meat by fome, and are eaten frequently s 
Imytelf have tried it for curiofity, but cannet com- 
mend it. I have heard fome bay-men report, that 
they have feen fome of this kind here as big as an. 
ordinary man’s wafte, but I never faw any fuch. 

The bojobi, or green fnakes, are no bigger than 
about a man’s thumb, yet four or five feet long. 
‘The backs are of a very lively green colour, but 
their bellies inclining to yellow. Thefe are com- 
monly in bufhes among the green leaves, and prey 
upon imall birds. This I have often feen, and was 


once in danger to be bit by one before I faw it; for © 


I was going to lay hold of a bird that flutter- 
ed and cried out juft by me, yet did not fly away, 
neither could 1 imagine the reafon, till reaching out 


amy hand, I perceived the head of a {nake clofe by — 


it; but jooking more narrowly, I faw the upper 
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“part of the fnake, about two or three inches frown 
his head, twifted about the poor bird. 

What they feed on befides birds I know not, but 
they are faid to be very venomous. 

The kobob, or dun colour’d {nake is a little big- 
‘ger than the green fnake, but not above a foot baa 
a half or two feet long 5 thefe we often faw in and 
-about our huts, but: did not kill them, becaufe they 
deftroved the mice, and are very’nimble in chacing 
“thofe creatures.) Befides fnakes, “here are feorpions 

and centipecs in abundance. Here are alfo {chinkg, 
or galliwalps ; , creatures fomewhat refembling ae 
aards, but larger; their bodies about the thick He 
of a man’sarm, having four fhort legs, and fmall 
fhort tails; their colour a dark brawl Thefe crea- 
tures liven old hollow trunks of trees ; are com 
‘monly found in wet: d{wampy ground, and are faid 
to be very pifonous.. 

Here are a fort of fpiders of a: prodigious wi, 
ohne near as big as a man’s fift, with long fmatl 
legs? like the : foiders in England; they: have two 
ect or rather -horns‘:an ich lad a half or two 
inches Jong, and of a proportionable bignefs, which 
are eae as jett, dmooch as glafs, and their {mall 
end tharp as.a thorn; they are not flrait, but bend- 
ingo! ‘Lhete teeth we often ‘preferve. . Some wear 
thém antheir tobacco-pouches to pick their pipes. 
Others'preferve them for tooth-pickers, efpecially 
fuch as were’ troubled) with the tooth-ach ; for by 
report.they wall expel that pain, tho’ Hleathoe! que 
ftify it of my ows knowledge. The backs of thefe 
fpiders are covered with a a dark yellowifh dawn, as 
fofvas velvet, Sorme/fay thefe fpiders are venomous, 
thers not; whether is true I cannot determine. © 

¢ Pho? this country be fo often overflown whith 
water, yet it fwarms with ants, of feveral forts, viz. 
great, fmall, black, yellow, &c. The great black 
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ant ftings or bites almoit as bad as a fcorpion ; and 
HEX tO this the fmall yellow ant’s bite ismoit painful 

for their fling is like a fpark of fire; and they are 
fo thick among the boughs in fome places, that. 
you will be covered with theint before you are aware. 


Vhefe creatures have nefts p laced between the limbs | 


of large trees. Some of their nefts are as big as a 
hogthead ; which is their winter habitation ; ; fori in 
the wet feafon they all repair ‘to thefe their cities : 
and here they preferve their eggs.’ Ants-eggs are as 
much efteemed ‘by the planters in the Wett-Indies 
for feeding their chickens, as great oat-meal with 
us in Enel and. In the dry feaion when they leave 
their nelts, they {warm over all the woodland, and 
néver trouble the favannahs ; you. may then fee 
great paths made by them in ‘the woods of three or 
four inches broad, beaten as plain as the roads in 
England, They go out light, but bring home 
sheavy loads on | éheir backs, i of the fame fub- 
{tance and. equal in bignefs: T never obferved any 
thing befides pieces. ‘of green leaves, fo big that I 
could fearee fee the infect for his burden 5 yet they 
march ftoutly, atid fo many {till prefiing after, that 
it was avery pretty fighe, for the path look’d per- 
tectly green with them. There is one fort of ants 
of 4a black colour, pretty large, with long legs; 
thefe march in troops, as if they were bufy in feeks 
ing fomething , they are always jn hafte, and fol- 
low their leaders exactly let’ eid go whither they 
will; thefe have no beaten paths to walk in, but 
ramble about ‘like hunters : : fometimes a band af 
thefe ants would happen to march through our huts, 
over our beds, or into our pavillions, nay, fome- 
times into our chefts; and there ranfack ever part ; 
and where-ever the foremoft went, the reft all | came 


atrer; we never difturbed ‘hana. but gave them 
free liberty to fearch sae they p leated, and they 
E32 would 
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would all march off before night... Thele compa- 
nies were fo great, that they would be two. or three 
hours in pafling by, though they went very fatt. 

The fowls of this country are, humming birds, 
black birds, turtle doves, pigeons, parrots, paro- 
Keets, quames, curafoes, turkies, carron crows, fub- 
tile jacks, bill birds, cockrecoes, ,&c.. The hum- 
ming bird is a pretty little feather’d creature, no 
bigger than an. over-grown walp, with a black bill 
no ) bigger than. a ‘fmall needle, and his legs and feet 
‘in proportion, to his body. This creature does not 
wave his wings like other birds when it flies, but 
keeps them ina continued quick motion like bees 
or other 3 in fects, . and like them makes a continual 
humming noile as. it flies... It, is very quick in mo- 
tion, anc, haunts. flowers and fruit like a bee gathere 
ing honey, making many near addrefles. to. its de- 
lightful | objects, by vifiting them on all fides, and 
yet full keeps in, motion, “fometimes on one fide,,. 
fometimes on the other, of fren. rebounding, a foot or 
two back on a fudden, and as quickly returns again, 
kee eping thus about one flower five or fix minutes, 
or more. There are two or three forts of them, 
fome bigger than others, but all very. fmall, neither 
are they. coloured alike ; _the largeft are of a at 
ifh colour. . 
* “The black bird is fomewhat bigger than ours in. 
England ; ; it has a longer tail, Ene like them in 
Hcaettiak they are Aehaeee called: chattering crows, 
becaufe they chatter like a magpy: 

There are three forts of turtle doves. (wz), white 
Breatted doves, dun coloured. doves, and ground 
doves. The white breafts are the biggett they . 
are of a blueifh grey colour with white breatts 5 
~thefe axe fine, aud and plump, and almoft as. 
big as a pigeon. | The next fort are all over, of a 
dun, lefler than the former, and not fo sues 
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The ground doves are much bigger than a fky- 
dark, of a dull grey, very round and plump, and 
commonly run in pairs on the ground, and proba- 
bly thence have their name. ‘The other two forts 
fiy in pairs, and teed on berries, which they com- 
monly ae themielves from the trees where they 
grow ; and all three forts are very good meat. 

Pigeons are not very common here, they are lefs 
than our. wood pigeons or queelts, and as good 
food. 

The quam, or Brafilian cock, called by the na- 
tives quan or guan, is as big as an ordinary hen 
turkey, of a blackifh dun colour ; its bill like a 
turkeys; it flies about among the woods ; feeds on 
berries, and is very good meat. 

The curafoe, or black crowned Indian cock, is 
a larger fowl than the quam; the cock is black, 
the hen is of a dark brown : the cock has a crown 
of black feathers on his head, and appears very 
{tately : thefe live alfo on berries, and are very 
good to eat, but their bones are faid to be poifon- 
ous; therefore, we either burn, bury, or throw 
them into the water, for fear our dogs fhould eat 
therm. 

Carrion crows, or Brafilian vultures are blackith 
fowls, about the bignefs of ravens ; they have bald 
heads, and redifh bald necks like turkeys; and 
therefore by ftrangers that come newly from Eu- 
rope are often miftaken for fuch : they live wholly 
on flefh, (and are therefore called carrion crows: ) they 
are heavy, dull creatures, and by their perching 
long at one place, feem to be very lazy, yet they 
are “quick enough to find out their prey ; for wher 

we hunt in the woods or favannahs, asioon as we 
have killed a beaft, they will immediately flock a- 
bout us from all parts, and in iefs than an hour’s 
ime there will be two or three hundred, though 
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at firft there was not one to be feen. I have fome 
times wondered trom whence fo many came fo tud- 
denly ; for we never fee above two or three at a 
place, before they comie to feaft on a carcals. " 
Some of the carrion crows are all over white, but 
their feathers look as if they were fullied: they have 
bald heads and necks like the reft; they are of 
the fame bignels and make, without any difference 

but in colour ; and we never fee above one or two 
of the white ones at a time; and ’tis feldom ier 
that we {ee a great number of the black ones, but 
we fee one white one amoneft them. Zs 
The logwood-cutters call the white ones king 
carrion crows, and fay, that they are much bigger 
than the others ; and that when a great number are 
affembled-about a carcafs, if a king cariion crow 

be among them, he falls on firft, and none of the 
others will tafte the leatt oral, till he has fil led 
his. belly and is withdrawn ; nay, they will fic 
perching onthe trees about him,without approach- 
ing the carcafs till he flies away ; and then in an 
inftant they fall on, altogether. I.-have feen of 
the King Carrion Crows, but could not perceive 
them to be bigger than the refit; neither were the 
black ones, their companions, {5 unmannerly a§ to 
ler chem eat without. company : they are very vo 
racious, and will difpatch a carcafs in a trice $ for 
that reafon the Spaniards never kill them, but fine 
any one that does: I think there is alfo an act in 
Jamaica, that prohibits their deftruétion : ; and the 
logwood-cutters, tho’ under no, fuch obligation, yet 
are. fo zealoufly fuperftitio us, that-no one will hurt 
them, for fear of receiving fome damage aiter= 

wards,. | 

_ Japujuba, Japu ot, Mexican. hang- Bey are 

birds as big as pigeons ;, they are moltly blackith;s 
the tips of ‘their wing-feathers are yeh lowith, as-ate 
; allo 
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alfo their bills. They have a peculiar and wonder- 
ful cunning way of building different from any o- 
thers: their nefts hang down from:the boughs of 
lofty trees, whofe bodies are quite without 
limbs, for a confiderable height : the branches to 
which they faften them. are thofe that fpread far- 
theft out from the body ; and the very extremities 
of thofe boughs are only ufed by them. On trees 
that grow fingle by themfelves, at fome diftance 
from others, they build all round : but if they join 
to others, they make choice of fuch boughs only 
as are bordering upon a favannah, pond or creek, 
and hang down their nefts from thofe limbs that 
fpread over thofe favannahs, &c. neglecting fuch as 


are near other trees : their neits hang down two or. 


three feet from the twigs to which they are fattened, 
and look juft like cabbage-nets ftuft with hay. The 
thread that fattens the neft to the twig is made of 
long grafs (as is alfo the neft itfelf ) very ingeni- 
oufly twifted together: It is but fmall at the twig, 
but near the neft grows thicker. The neft has a hole 
‘a the fide for the bird to enter at, and it is very 
pretty to fee twenty or thirty of them hanging 
round a tree. They are called by the Englifh fub- 
tle jacks, becaufe of this uncommon way of build- 
ing. | 
There are two or three forts of brafilian pies, 
toucans, or bill-birds, fo called by the Enelifh, be- 
caufe their bills are almoft as big as themfelves. 
The largeft I ever faw are about the fize of Englifh 
wood-peckers, and much like them: there are o- 
thers of a fmaller fort; but they are not often met 
with, and I never faw many of them. 
Cockrecoes, acolins or water patridges, are fhort 
winged birds, coloured like partridges, but fome- 


what lefler, neither are they fo plump and round. 


They have long legs, delighting to run on the 
; ground 
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ground among woods, in fwampy places or neat 
creeks. They make a loud ncife mornings and 


evenings, and antwer one another very prettily, 


and they are extraordinary fweet meat. 


The water fowls are duck and mallard, curlews, . 


herons, crabcatchers, pelicans, cormorants, fifhing- 
hawks, men-of-war-birds, boobies, &c. 


‘There are three forts of ducks, viz. The mee 


covy, the whiftling and the common duck, Mut- 
covy ducks are lefs than ours, but otherwile exactly 
alike. They perch on old dry trees, or fuch as 
have no leaves on them, and feldom light on the 
ground but to feed. Whiftling ducks are fome- 
what lefs than our common duck, but not differ- 
jog from-them in fhape or colour; in flying, their 
wings make a pretty fort of loud whiitling noife. 
Thete alfo perch on trees as the former. The o- 
ther fort are like our’common ducks, both in fize 
and colour, and I have never obferved them to 
perch upon trees. All three forts are very g good 
meat. 

Here are two forts of curlews, different in bigness 
and colour; curicaca, or the greater rman are: 
as big as turkeys, with long leas and crooked bills, 
like a {nipe, in length and bignefs proportionable 


to the bulk of their bodies ; they are of a dark co-~ 


lour, their wings black and white ; their flefh black, 
but very {weet and wholefome ; and are called by 


the Englifh double curlews, becaufe eg are twice. 


as big as the other fort. 

‘The fall curlews matrictici, are of a dubky 
brown, with long legs and bills like the former s 
their flefh is moft éfttemed as being the {weetelt, 


Herons, are like ours in E ngland, in siete: 


fhape, and colour. 
Crab-herons, or crabcatchers are fhaped and co- 
Toured like herons, but imaller ; they feed on {mall 
| | crabs, 
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crabs, no bigger than ones thumb, of which there 
is great plenty. | 


Pelicans, are large flat-footed fowls, almoft as | 


big as geele, and their feathers in colour like them ; 
they have fhort legs, long necks, and their bills are 
about two inches broad, and 17 or 18 long; the 
fore-part of their necks or breafts is bare, and co- 
vered with a toft, fmoothg yet loofe fkin, like that 
about the necks of turkies : this {kin is of the co- 
Jour of their feathers, mixt with dark and light 
grey, fo exactly interwoven, that it appears very 
beautiful. They are a very heavy bird, and feldom 
fly far, or very high from the water; they com- 
monly fit on rocks at fome diftance from the fhore, 
where they may look about them : they feem to 
be very melancholly fowls, by their perching all 
alone ; fit as if they were fleeping, holding their 
heads upright, and-refting the ends of their bills on 
their breatts ; they are better meat than boobies, or 
men-of-war-birds. . 3 

Cormorants are juft like young ducks in fhape, 
having fuch feet and bills; they are black with 
white breafts, and live on fmall fifh which they 
take near the fhore, or on worms which they get 
out of the mud at low water, they tafte very filny, 
yet are indifferent good meat, being very fat. 

‘The pefchor, or fifhing hawk is like our fmalle# 
fort of hawks in colour and fhape, with fuch bills 
and talons; they perch upon ftumps of trees of 
dry limbs that hang over the water about.creeks, 
rivers or againft the fea; and upon fight of any 
{mall fifh near them, they fkim along juft over 
them, and {natching up the prey with their talons, 
prefently rile again without touching the water with 
their wings : they don’t fwallow the fifh whole as 
all other fithing fowls, that ever I faw do, but tear 
it with their bills and eat it by piece-meal, et 
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. The lagunes, creeks, and rivers. are plentifully. 
ftored with great variety of fith (viz) mullets,. 
fnooks, tenpounders, tarpoms,, cavallies, parricotas, 
gatr-filh, itring-rays, Spanith mackarel, with many 
ethers, , | | 

Pounders, or tenpounders are thaped like mullets, 
but are fo full of very {mall {tif bones, intermixt 
with the fleth, thac you can hardly eat them. 

_ Barraudas, or parricotas are long fith, with round 
bodies like mackarel : they have very long mouths 
and fharp teeth; are about eight or ten inches round, 
and three foot and half long. They commonly: 
haunt lagunes among iflands, or the fea near the 
Shore : they are a floating fith, and greedily take 
the hook, and will {nap at men too in the water. 
We commonly take them when we are under fail, 
with a hook towing after our ftern. They are firm 
well-tafted hth; but its dangerous eating them, for 
forme men have been poifoned with them. 

Many perfons are of opinion that thefe crea- 
tures are poifonous in fome places only, and at 
jome times of the year. I know that in many 
parts of the Weft-Indies, fome have been injured 
by eating them, and that at different feafons ot the 
year; therefore, feamen commonly tafte the liver 
before they venture any further; and if it has a 
biting tafle like pepper, they efteem the fith un- 
wholiome, but if not, they eat it: and yet I have 
found even this rule failtoo. I judge the head and 
parts near it, to be chiefly venomous. ae 

Gar-fith, or horn fith are round, but neither fo 
big nor long as the formers but what is more pe- 
culiar, they have long bony fnouts, like the fword- 
fith, only as the fword-fithes {nout is flat, and indents 
ed dike a faw.on each fide; fo on the contrary, 
thefe have their {nouts like a {pear, round, fmooth, 
and fharp at the end,.and about a foot long : thefe 
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ate a fort of floaty or flying fifth; for they fkip a- 
long a toot or two above the water, for the length 
of twenty or thirty yards : then juft touch the edge 
of thé water, and {pring forward fo much farther, 
and then touch the water, and {pring forward again, 
a preat many times before they ceale. They dart 
themfelves with fuch a force, that they firike their 
{nout through the fides of a cotton. tree canoe ; and 
we often fear they will ftrike quite through our ve- 
ry bodies. Vhey are extraordinary {weet fith. 

Tunny, or Spanifh Mackarel, aréin fhape and 
colour like our mackarel, but larger! they are three 
foot or three and a half long, and nine or ten in- 
ches about, and they alfo are generally efteemed 
very excellent fifh. 

The ray isa flat fifbs like fkate, and I have icen 
three forts of them, viz. the fting-ray, the ra{p-ray, 
and the whip-ray. The fting-ray and rafp-ray are 
much alike in fhape; but the farmer has three or 
four ftrong fharp prickles, near two inches tong, 
at the root of its tail, which are faid to be very ve- 
nemous, but the reft of his fkin is fmooth. The 
rafo-ray has a rough knotry fkin, wherewith raips 
are made: the fkins of the largeft, are fo rough, 
that the Spaniards in fome places grate their cafla- 
vy; caffada, or mahioc with them ; which 18 a root 
very common all over the Weit-Indies, and of 
which the Spaniards and Englith frequently make 
their bread ; but the faireft {kins are ufed to cover 
furgeons inftrument cafes, and other fuch things, 
but of late they are counterfeited. I have been 
told, that in Turkey affes {kins are ftamped with 
fmall hard feeds, which cives them impreflions like 
ralp-ray. | id 

‘The whip-tay differs from the other two forts, 
having a fmall, but longer tail, and ending with 
a knob, fhaped like a harpoon. All thefe three 

, forts 
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{crts are commonly about a foot and a half broad, 
‘There is yet another fort of thefe flat-fith, of the 
whip-ray kind, but of a prodigious bignefs, viz. 
three or four yards fquare, and their tails as longs 
thefe we call fea-devils ; they are a very rong fith, 
and are fometimes gamefome; but they make an odd 
figure when they leap out of the water, tumbling 
over and over. be i. 
Neither are turtle wanting in this Lagune. Here 
are fome hawk’s-bill curtle, but the ereen turtle is 
moft plentiful: they areof a middle fze ; yet here 
was once a very large one taken. | 
Here are abundance of manatee or fea cows, 
which are both large and fweer. | 
Aligators are alfo in great numbers, in all the 
creeks, rivers, and lagunes in the bay of Cam- 
peachy ; and I think, no part of the univerfe is bet- 
ter ftocked with them. | 
The alligator, is a creature fo well known every 
where, that I fhould not defcribe it, were it not to 
give an account of the difference between it and the 
crocodile; for they refemble each other fo nearly, 
in their fhape and bulk, and alfo in their natures, 
that they are generally miftaken for the fame fpe- 
cies s one being fuppofed to be the male, the other 
the female ; whether they aré fo or not, the world 
may judge, by the following obfervations. As to 
their bulk and length, I never faw any fo large as 
fome I have heard and read of : but according to 
the beft of my judement, though I have feen thou- 
fands, I never met with any above fixteen or feven- 
reen feet long, and as thick as a large colt : he 1s 
fhaped like a lizard, of a dark brown colour, with 
a large head, and very long jaws, with great ftrong 
teeth; efpecially two of a remarkable length, that 
out of, and at the very end of the under jaw in 
the fmalleit part, on each fide one; and there are 
| two 
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two holesin the upper jaw to receive thefe, other+ _ 


wife he could not fhut his mouth. It has four 
fhort legs, and broad claws, with a long tail : the 
head, back and_ tail. is fenced. with pretty hard 
fcales joined together with a very thick tough fkin + 
over its eyes are two fcaly knobs, as big as a man’s 
fift, and from the head to the tail,,along the ridge 
of his back, ’tis fulh of fuch knotty hard fcales, 
not like fith-fcales, which are loofe, but fo united 
to the fkin, that is all. one with it, and can’t be 
feparated, but with a fharp knife.:: from the ridge 
of the back down on the ribs towards the belly; 
(which is of a dufky: yellow colour like a frog) 
there are many of thefe {cales, but not fo fubftan- 
tial nor fo thick placed|as the other. Theie {cales 
are no hindrance to him in turning; for he. will 
turn very quick, confidering his length » when he 
goes on land his tail drags on the ground. ‘Ag 
The flefh fmells very ftrong of mufk 5 efpeciaily 
four kernels or knobs that are always found about 
them, two of which grow inthe groin, near each 
thigh; the other two at the breaft, one under each 
fore leg, and about the bignefs of a pullets egg ; 
thererefore, when we kill an alligator, we take out 
thefe, and having dried them, wear them in our 
hats for a perfume: the flefh is feldom eaten but 
in cafe of necefity, becaufe of its {trong fcent. 

- But the crocodile has none of thefe kernels, nei- 
ther doth his flefh tafte at all mufky;. therefore, 
efteemed better food : he is of a yellow colour, nei- 
ther hath he fuch long teeth in his under jaw. The 
crocodile’s legs alfo are longer, and when it runs o# 
land, it bears its tail above the ground, aad turns 
up the tip of ir ina round bow, and the knots on 
the back are much thicker, higher and firmer than 
thofe of the alligator: and differ alfo as to the 
places where they are found. For in dome parts, 
as here in the bay of Campeachy, are abundance 
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of Alligators, but I never faw nor heard of any 
crocodiles.. At the ifle Grand Camanis, there are 
crocodiles, ‘but no alligators. At Pinos near Cuba, 
there are abundance of crocodiles, but I catinot fay 
there are no alligators, tho’ I never faw any there. 
Both kindsare ‘called Camines by the Spaniards ; 
therefore, ‘probably they may reckon them. for the 
fame: I know of noth ‘ry difference, for they both 
lay egos alike, .which-are- not diftinguifhable to the 
eye: they areas bia as goole egus, but much long- 
er, and good: nice yétpithe: “alligators eggs. vatte 
very mufky?2 they prey both alike i either element 
for they love fleth:as well as fith, and will live} in 
either frefh or fale: waters. Befides, thele creatires 
¥ know none that can live’ any where, or upon any 
fort of food, Jike:them.: ’Lis reported, that they 
love dogs fleth better thano any: other: whatfoever, 
This [havedeen swath my own eyes, that our dogs 
Kr fo much afraid of them, that they would not 

ery willingly drink -at any ‘great river or creek 
Hie. thole creatures might lurk ‘and hidé. them- 
felves, unlefs they were (throught neceflity) con- 
ftrained to its and then oi would ftand. five or 
fix foot) from the°brink of the créel /or fiver, and. 


bark a confiderable time before they would venture. 


nearer 5 andveven’then atthe fight of their own 
thadows: in the water, would again retire’ to the 
place from whence they came, and bark vehement- 
ly along times, fo that in the dry featon, when there 
was n0 trefh water’ but in ponds and crecks, we 
ufed to fetch it ourfelves to give it cur dogs; and 
many times in hunting, when we came to’ a large 


creek, that. we were to pals through, our dogs 


would not follow us 5 fo that we’ otten taoke them 


in our'arms, andcarried them over, 
Befides the fore-mentioned difference: bistro ce the 
alligator and crocodile; the lager is accounted 
ITS ; more 
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more fierce and daring than the alligator ; there- 
fore, whén we go'to’ the ifles of Pinos, or Gran 
Caminis to hunt we are often molefted by them, ef - 
“pecially in the night. But in the bay of Campeachy, 
where there are only alligators, I never knew any 
mifchief done by them, except by accident men 
‘run into their jaws)’I ‘remember one inftance of this 
nature; which is as follows: aya 
In the very height df the dry time, feven or eight 
‘men, (Enelith and Infh) went to aplace called 
Pies Pond, on Beef-Ifland, to hunt.” This pond 
was never dry, fo that the cattle came hither ‘in 


fwarms ; but after two or three days hunting they” 


‘were thy,’ and’ would not come to the pond till 
inighey and then, if an army of men had lain to op- 
pote them, they would’not have been debarr’d of 
water, “The hunters, knowing their ‘cultom, lay 
{till all day, and in the night vifited this pond, and 
killed as many beefs as they could.” This trade 
they had driven a week;and made ereat profit : at 
lenoth an Irifhman going to the pond in the night, 
ftumbled over an alligator that lay in the path: the 
alligator {eized him by the knee, at which the man 
cried out, help! help! his conforts not knowing 
what the matter was, ‘ran all away from their huts, 
fuppofing that he was fallen into the clutches of 
fome Spaniards, of whom they were afraid every 
dry feafan. But poor Daniel, not finding any al- 
fiftance, waited till the beaft opened his jaw to take 
‘better hold, as it is ufual for the alligator to do ; 
and then {natched away his knee, and flipt the bur- 
end of his gun in the room of it, which the alliga- 
tor sriped fo hard, that he pulled it out of his 
hand and fo went’ away. The man being near “ 
{mall tree, climbed up out of his reach, and ther 
étyed out to his conforts to come and affift him 5 
who being {till within call, and watching to hear 
Gs". the 
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the iffue of the alarm, made hafte to him with fire- 
brands in their hands, and carried him away in 
their arms to his hut; for he was in a deplorable 
condition, and not ble: to°ftand on his tees his 
knee was fo tern with the alligator’ 8 teethay aah 

His gun was. found the next day, ten or ewalve 
paces from the place where he was feized, with two 
Jarge holes made in the but-end of it, one on each 
fide, near an inch deep; for] faw the gun after- 
wards. This {poiled their {port for a time, being 
forc’d to =“ the man to the ifland Trieft, where 
their thips lay,, which was fix or feven leagues ditt- 
ant. 

This Irith-man.went afterwards to News England 
to be cured, ina fhip belonging | te Botton, and 
nine or ten. months after retarned. to the bay again, 
being recovered of his wound, but went limping 
ever afeen a 
iyenisewas. all abe mifchief that ever T° elite was 
done in the bay. of PAMPER Ye by the Creatures 


eall’d alligators: : 
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The logwood mens way of living, and manner if ialtine 
ing, €Sc. the Spanilp method ad rte ana ee 
Serving their cattle, Tey 


THE: logwood- cutters inhabit the creeks of the 

ealt ie weft lacunes, in. {mall companies, 
building their huts clofe by the creeks fides for the 
benefit ee the fea breezes, as near the logwood groves 
as they can, and remove. often: to be. near the bu-_ 
finefs ; yet, when they are fettled in a good open 
lace, they chufe rather to go half a mile i in their 
canoes to work, than lofe that convenience. Tho’ 
they build their huts but flight! Ys yet, they take 
"@  Caret 
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¢are to thatch them very well with palm or pal+ 
meto leaves, to prevent the rains from foaking in, 
which are there very violent. 

For their bedding they raife a barbecue, or wood- 
en frame, three foot and an half from the ground on 
one fide of the houfe, and fet up four itakes, at each 
corner one, to fatten their pavillions, out of which 
here is no fleeping for mufkitoes. | | 

- Another frame they raife covered with earth for 
a hearth to drefs their victuals, and a third to fit at 
_ when they eat it. 

During the wet feafon, the land where the log- 
wood grows is fo over-flow’d, that they ftep from 
their beds into the water, perhaps two feet deep, 
and continue ftanding in the wet all day, till they 
go to bed again; but neverthelefs account it the 
belt feafon in the year for doing a good days labour 
in. a : 

Some fell the trees, others faw and cut them into 
convenient logs, and one chips off the fap, who is 
commonly the ptincipal man; and when a tree is 
fo thick, that after it is log’d, it remains ftill too 


great a burden for one man, we blow it up with | 


gunpowder. 


The logwood cutters are generally fturdy ftrong 


fellows, and will carry burdens’ of three or four 
hundred weight; but every man is left to his choice 
to carry what he pleafeth, and they commonly agree 
very well about it, for they are contented to labour 
weryehard.. 4. | iM | 
But when fhips come from Jamaica with rum 
‘and fugar, they’ are too apt to mif-fpend both their 
time and money. If the commanders of thefe fhips 
‘are’ free, and treat all that come the firft day with 
‘punch, they will “be much refpected, and every 
oman will pay honeftly for what he drinks afterwards; 
but it he-be -niggardiy, they will’ pay him -with, 
INO 3. F their 
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their worft wood, and commonly they have a ftock 
ef fuch laid by for that purpofe; nay, they will 
cheat them with hollow wood filled with dirt in the 
middie and both ends plugged up with a piece of the 
fame drove in“hard, and then fawed off fo neatly, 
that it is hard to find out the deceit ; but if any man 
comes to: purchafe with bills payable at Jamaica, 
they will be fure to give him the beft wood. 

In iome places; efpecially i in the weft creek of - 
the weit lacune, they go a hunting every Saturday 
to provide “themfelves with beef tor the week fol- 
lowing. 

The cattle: in this country are large and fat in~ 
February, March and April; at other times of the 
year they are flefhy but not fat, yet fweet enough. 
When theychave killed a beef, they cut it into four: 
quarters, and taking out all the bones, each man — 
makes:a hole in the 1 middle of his quarter, juft big 
enough for his head to go through, then puts it on - 
like a frock and trudges home, - and if he ehance to 


tire, he cuts off fome of it, and flings it away. 


It is a diverfion pleafant enough, though not 
without fome danger to hunt in-a canoe ; for then 
‘the cattle having no other feeding places than the 
fides of the davinnabs which are fomewhat higher 
ground than the middle, they are forced fometimes 
to fwim, fo that we eafily.come to fhoot shen, 
awhen they are thus in the water. ; 
-_ ~The beaft,.when it is fo-hard purfued that it can- 
not eicape, turns about and comes full tilt atthe 
€ance, and ftriking 4 its head againit the prow, drives 
her back twenty or thirty paces, then it {campers 
away again ; but if it has received a wound, it com- 
monly ‘purfues us fill ir is. knocked down. Cur 
chief care is to keep the head of the canoe towards 
zt, for if it fhould {trike againft the broad fide, it 


would endanger oyer-ietting us, and confequently 


+ wetting 
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wetting our arms and ammunition ; befides, the 
‘favannahs at this time fwarm with alligators, and 
- therefore are the more dangerous on that account. , 
~Thefe creatures in the wet feafon forfake the ri- 
vers, and inhabit the drowned favannahs to meet 
with prey, and no flefh comes amifs to them, whe- 
ther alive or dead. Their chief fubfiftence then is 
on young cattle, or fuch carcaffes as we leave be- 
hind us, which in the dry feafon feed the carrion 
crows, but now are a prey to the alligators. They 
remain here till the water drains off from the land, 
and then confine themfelves to. the ftagnant ponds ; 
and when they are dry, they ramble away to fome 
Po "Gbeek- Or ‘rivers. | 
_' “The alligators in this bay are not fo fierce as they 
‘ are reported to be in other places, for I never knew 
“them purfue any man, although we frequently 
meet: them; nay, they will flee from us; and I 
have drank out of a pond in the-dry time, that hath 
been full of them, the water not deep enough to 
cover their backs, and the compafs of the pond fo 
{mall that I could get no-water, but by coming 
within two yards of the alligators, lying with their 
heads:towards' me as I was drinking, and looking 
on me ail the while. Neither did I ever hear of any 
bit im the water by them, tho’ probably fhould a 
man happen in their way, they would feize upon 
~ Having thus given fome defcription of the coun- 
“try, I fhall next give an account of my living with 
the logwood men, and of feveral occurrences thas 
c ae: during my ftay here. 
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ho’ I was a ftranger to their employment and 
“manner of living, being known but to thofe few 
“only of whom we bought our wood, in my former 
‘voyage hither, yet that little acquaintance encou- 

raged me‘to-vifit them after my fecond arrival here, 
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being in hopes to ftrike into work with them. There 
were fix in company, who hada hundred. tons ready 
cut, log’d and chip’d, but not brought to the creeks 
fide, and they expected a fhip from New England 
ina month or two to fetch it away. 

When I came thither they were beginning to 
bring it to the creek. And becaufe the carriage is 
the hardeft work, they hired me to help them at the 
rate of a ton of wood per month, promifing me_ 
that after this carriage was over, I fhould ftrike 
into work with them, for they were all obliged in 
bonds to procure this hundred tons jointly together, 
but for no more. ue 

This wood lay all in the circumference of five or 
fix hundred yards, and about three hundred from 
the creek fide, in the middle of a very thick wood, 
unpafiable with burdens. The firit thing we did 
was to bring it all to one place in the middle, and 
from thence we cut a very large path to carry it to 
the creek’s fide. We laboured hard at this work 
five days in the week ; and on Saturdays went into 
the favannahs and killed beeves. | | 

When we killed a beef, if there were more than 
four of us, the overplus went to feck frefh game, 
whilft the reft dreffed it. 

I went out the firft Saturday, and complied very 
well with my matters orders, which was only to 
help to drive the cattle out of the favannahs into 
the woods, where two or three men lay to fhoot 
them, and having killed our game, we marched 

home with our burdens. The next Saturday after, 
~T went with a defign to kill a beef myfelf, thinking 
-it more honour to try my own {kill in fhooting, 
than only to drive the game for others to fhoot at. 
We went now to a place called the Upper Savan- 
_nah, going four miles in our canoe, and then land- 
ing walked one mile through the woods, before we 
came 
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came into the favannah, and marched about two 
miles in it, before we came up with any game. Here 
I gave my companions the flip, and wandered fo 
far into the woods that I loft myfelf, neither could 
I find the way into the open favannah, but inftead 
of that ran direétly from: it,' through {mall {pots 
of favannahs and fkirts of woods. ‘This was fome- 
time in May, and between ten -o’clock and one 
when I began to find that I was (as we call it, I 
fuppofe from the Spaniards) morooned, or loft, 


and ‘quite out of the hearing of my comrades guns. ’ 


I was fomewhat furprized, but however I knew [ 
fhould find my way out, as’ foon as the fun was a 
little lower. So I fat down to reft myfelf, refolving’ 
however, to run no farther out of my way, for' the 
fun being fo near the zenith, I could not diftinguifh 
how to direct my courfe. Being weary and almott 
faint for want of water, 1 was forced to have re- 
courfe to the wild pines, and was by them fupplied, 
or I muft have perifhed with thirft. About three 
o'clock I went due north, as near as I could judge, 
for the favannah lay eaft and weft, and I was on 
the fouth fide of it. | 

At fun fet I got out into the clear open favannah, 
being about two leagues wide in moft places, but 
how long I know not. It is well ftored with bul- 
locks, but by frequent hunting they grow fhy, and 
remove farther up into the country. Here I found 
myfelf four or five miles to the weft of the place 
where I ftraggled from my companions. I made 
homewards with all the {peed I could, but being 
overtaken by the night, I lay down on the grafs 
a good diftance from the woods, for the benefit of 
the wind, to keep the mufkitoes from me, but in 
vain: for in lefs than an hours time I was fo per- 
fecuted, that though I endeavoured to keep them 
off by fanning myfelf with boughs, and fhifting 
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my quarters three or, four times, yet fill they 
haunted me fo that could get. no fleep... At day. 

break I got up and directed my courfe to the creek 

where we landed, fromwhich Iwas then about two: 

leagues. . I did not fee.one beaft of any fore what: 

ever inall the way; though the day before. I faw. 
feveral young calves -that could not. follow their, 

dams, but even thefe were now gone away, to my, 

great vexation and difappointment,, for 1 was very: 

hungry. But about amile farther, I -fpied. ten-of 

twelve quams perching on the boughs of a cotton-. 

‘tree : thele were not fhy, therefore I got, well enough 
under them, and having a fingle. bullet, but no 
fhot about me, fired.at one of them, but mifs’d it,’ 
though I had often before killed them.fe. Then Rk: 

came up with and fired at five. or fix turkies, but 
with no better fuccefs.; fo that I was foreed to march 
forward {till in, the favannah, towards. the creek, 
and when I came to. the path. that led. to. it through 

the woods, I found, to my great joy, a hat-ftuck 

upon a pole, and.-when I came to the creek I found 
another; thefe were fet up by my  conforts,. who 
‘were gone home in the evening, as fignals that they, 
would come.and fetch. me. ° Therefore I fat down 

and waited for them ;. for although 1 had then not 
above three leagues home by water, yet it would 

have been very difficult, if not impoffible for me 

to have got thither over land, by reafon of thofe. 

vaft_unpaflable thickets, abounding, every where 

along the creek’s. fide;. wherein..1 have known 

fome puzzled for two or three days, and have not 

advanced half a. mile, though they laboured ex- 

treamly every day... Neither was ] difappointed of 
my hopes ; for within half an hour after my arrival 
at. the creek, my conforts came, bringing every 
man his bottle of water, and his gun, both to hunt 
for game and to give me notice. by firing, that I 
LS might 
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might hear them; for I have known feveral men’: 
loft in the like manner, and never heard of after-:' 
wards. : 
Such an accident befell one captain Hall of New. 
England, who came hither in a Bofton fhip, to take 
in logwood, and was freighted by two Scotchmen, 
and one Mr. W. Cane, an Lrifhman; who defigning, 
to go with goods from Jamaica to New England, 
for that reafon when his logwood was on board, 
tartied at Trieft with the thip, and hunted once in 
two or three days for beef to: lengthen out his falt=" 
provifion. One morning the captain defigning to 
hunt; took five of his men, with his mate, and his 
merchant Mr. Cane along with him. They ‘land-: 
ed at the eaft end of the ifland, which is low man- 
grovy land: the favannah is a confiderable diftance: 
from the fea, and therefore troublefome to get to it. 
However, unlefs they would row four or five 
leagues farther, they could not find a more conve- 
nient place ; befides they doubted not of Mr.Cane’s 
fkill to condu& them. After they had followed: 
him a mile or two into the woods, the captain {ee- 
ing him make a halt, (as being in fome doubt) to: 
confider of the way, told him m derifion, that he 
was but a forry woodfman, and that he would {wing, 
him but twice round, and he fhould not guefs the. 
way out again ; and faying no more to him, went 
forwards, and bid» his feamen follow him, which 
they did accordingly. Mr. Cane, after he had re- 
collected himfelf, ftruck of another’ way, and des 
fired them to go with him; butinftead: of that, 
they were all for following the captain. \ In a {hort 
time Mr. Cane got out of the woods into the ja- 
vannah, and there killed a good fat cow, and quar- 
tering it, made it fit for carriage, fuppofing the 
captain and crew would foon be with him. | But af- 
ter waiting three: or four hours, andefiring his gun 
wi | feveral 
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feveral times, without hearing any anfwer, took up 
his burden and returned towards the fea fide, and 
upon giving a fignal a boat came and brought him 
on board. In the mean time the captain and his 
men after four or five hours ranging the woods, | 
began to grow tired, and then his mate trufting 
more to his own judgment, left him and the four: 
feamen, and about four or five o’clock being al- 
moft ipent with thirit, got out of the woods to the 
fea fhore, and weak as he was, fired a gun for the. 
boat to fetch him, which was immediately done. 
When he came on board, he gave an account 
whereabout, and in what condition he left the cap- 
tain and his men; but being then. too late to feek- 
him, the next morning very early Mr. Cane and 


two feamen taking directions from the mate (who 


was {o fatigued that he could not ftir, where he had 
Jeft the captain, went a fhore, and at length came 
within call of him, and at laft found him laid down 
in a thicket, having juft fenfe to call out fome- 
times, but not ftrength enough to ftand; fo they 
were forced to carry him to the fea-fide: ~When' 
they had a little refrefhed him with brandy and wa 


ter, he told them how his company had fainted for 


thirft, and dropped down one after another, though 
he ftill encouraged them to be chearful and reft 
themfelves a while, till he got fome fupplies of wa- 
ter for them, that they were very patient, and that 
two of his men held out till five o’clock in the af 
ternoon, and then they fainted alfo;. but he him- 
felf proceeded in queft of his way till night, and 


‘then fell down in the place where they then found 


him. | 
The two feamen carried the captain on board, 


while Mr. Cane fearched about for the re{t, but to 


no purpofe, for he returned without them, and 
could never hear of them afterwards, _ 
This 
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This was a warning to me never to ftragele from 


my conforts in our hunting. But to proceed. 


When my months fervice was up, in which time’ 
we brought down all the wood to the creek’s fide, 1 


was prelently paid my tan of logwood, with which, 


and fome more that I borrowed, I bought a little: 
provifion, and was afterwards entertained as a com- 
panion. at work with fome of my former matters, ' 


for ‘they prefently broke up confortfhips, letting 
the wood lie till either Mr. Weft came to fetch it, 
according to his contraét, or till they fhould other- 


wife difpote of it. Some of them immediately went ' 
to Beef-ifland to’kill bullocks for their hides, which ° 
they preferve by itretching them out with pegs ve-_ 


ry tighton the ground; firft they turn the fcfhy 
fide, and after the hair upwards, letting them lie 
fortill they are very dry : thirty-two pegs as big as 
a man’s arm, are required to {tretch the hide as it 
ought to be. When they are dry they fold them 


in the: middle from head to tail, with the hair out- 
ward, and then hang them crofs a ftrong pole, fo’ 


high that the ends may not touch the ground, forty 


or fifty one upon another, and once in three weeks 


or a month they beat them with great flicks, to 
{trike off the worms that breed in the hair, and eat 
it off, which fpoils the hide. When they are to be 
fhipped off, they foak them in falt water to kill the 
remaining worms ; and while they are yet wet, they 
fold them in four folds, and afterwards fpread 
them abroad again to dry. When they are fully 


dry, they fold them up again, and fo fend them on 


board. I was yet a ftranger to this work, there- 


fore remained with three of the old crew to cut 


more logwood. My conforts were all three Scotch- 
men, one of them named Price Morice, had lived 


there fome years, and was mafter of a pretty large 


periaga, for without fome fort of boat, here is no 
base. : . ftirring 
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ftirring from one. place.to.another.-.» The other twe 
were young men that had been bred merchants, vize» 
Mr. Duncan Campbell, and .Mr. Georger-———. 
Thefe two not liking either the place or-employ-» 
ment, waited an opportunity of going away by the 
firit.fhip that came hither to take in logwoods Acs: 
cordingly not long after the above-mentioned capt. 
Hall .of Bofton,. came hither on that defign, wand: 
was freighted by them. with forty. tons. Itiwas. 
agreed that, George fhould ftay behind to. cutslog-': 
wood, but Campbell fhould go to New-England to. 
{ee this cargo, and bring back flour, and fuch other. 
commodities that were proper to purchafe hides and. 
logwood in the bay. This retarded our bufinefs;’. 
for I did not find Price Morrice very intent at worky 
as he thought he had logwood enough ; and I have. 
particularly obferved there, and in other places, that. 
fuch as have been, well-bred, were: generally moft- 
careful to improve their time, and would be very 
induftrious and frugal, when. there was any proba-~» 
bility of confiderable gain... Butyon» the contrarys 
fuch.as had. been inur’d to hard labour, and Cot. 
their living by the {weat of their brows, when they» 
came to have plenty, would extravagantly {quander 
away their time and money in drinking and making 
a blutter. ge ae pte 2 rer « g Ph 
..To be fhort, I kept to. my, work by myfelf, till I: 
was hindred by a hard, red and angry {welling like: 
a boil, in my, right leg, fo painful. that I was fcarce’ 
able to ftand on it; but I was directed to roaft and: 
apply. the roots; of. white. lillies. (of which here is). 
great plenty growing by the creek: fides) to draw it! 
to a head...This I did three or four days, without! 
any benefit. At laft I perceived two white {pecks: 
in the middle of the boil,. and iqueezing: it, two 
{mall white worms {pirted out. 1 took them both 
“upin my hand, and perceived each of them to be 
eh “oe inverted 
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invefted with: three rows of black, “fhart, tiff hair, 
running clear round them; one row diftinct from. 
the other; and all very regular and uniform. ‘The 
worms were about the bignels of a hen’s quill, and 
about three fourths of an inch long.) © | 

-_ Tnever'faw worms of this fort breed in any man’s’ 
fiefh. Indeed Guinea worms are very frequent in 
fome places of the Weft Indies, efpecially at Cura- 
{ao; as well in whites as negroes sand becaute that 
ifland was formerly a» magazine of negroes, while 
the Dutch drove that trade with the Spaniards, and 
the negroes were moft fubject to them, *twas there- 
fore believed that other’ people took them by infec- 
tion from them. [rather judge that they are gene- 
rated by drinking bad.water ; and it is as likely that 
the water of the other ifland of Aruba and Bonaire 
may produce the fame effects; for many of thofe 
that went with me from thence to Virginia, were 
troubled with them after: our arrival there ; parti- 
culary I myfelf hadone broke out in my ancle, ai- 
ter I had been there five or fx months.‘ 

Thefe worms are no bigger than a large brown 
thread, but, as I have heard, five or fix yards long ; 
and if it breaks in drawing out, that part which re- 
mains in the flefh will putrify, be very painful, and 
endanger the patient’s life ; or at leaft the ufe of 
that limb ; and I have known fome that have been 
{carified and cut ftrangely, to take out the worm. 
I was in great torment before it came out; my leg 
and ancle fwell’d and look’d very red and angry, 
while I kept a plaifter to it, to bring it to a head. 


At laft drawing off my plaifter, out came about | 


three inches of the worm, and my pain abated pre- 
fently.. Till then I was ignorant of my malady ; 
and the gentlewoman, at whofe houfe T'was, took 
it for a nerve, but I knew well enough what it was, 
and prefently rolled it up on a fall fick, After 
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that I opened it every morning and evening, and 
itrained it out gently, about two inches at a time, 
not without {ome pain, till at length I had got out 
about two feet, 

Riding with one Mr Righatafen’ who was going 
to a negro to have his horfe cured of a galled back, 
I afked the negro if he could undertake my leg, 
which he did_ very readily ; and in the mean tinite 
I obferved his method in curing the horfe ; which 
was this.o« Firft he ftroked the fore place, then’ ap- 
plying to ica litthe rough: powder, which looked 
like tobacco Jeaves dried and crumbled fmall, and’ 
mumbling fome words to himfelf, he blew ‘upon 
the part three times ; and waving his hands‘as of- 
ten over it faid, it would be well {fpeedily. His fee 
for the cure. was a white cock. 

Then coming to me, and looking on the worm 
i my ancle, ue promifed .to cure it in three days, 
demanding alfo a white cock for his pains, and 
ufing exactly the fame method with me, as he did 
with the horfe.. He bade me not open it in three 
days, but I did not flay fo long; for the next morn- 
ing the cleth being rubbed OB I unbound it, and 
found the worm broken off, and the hole quite 
healed up. 1 was afraid the remaining part would 
have given fome trouble, but have not felt any pain 

there from that day to this. 

Toreturn. I told you how J was interrupted in 
following my work, by the worms breeding in my 
Jeg. And to compleat my misfortune, prefently 
after we had the moft violent ftorm, for above 
twenty four hours, that ever was known in thefe 
parts. An, account of which T fhall give more’ 
particularly in my Difcourfe on winds, “and. fhall 
now only mention fome paflages. 

T have already faid, we were four of us in com- 
pany at this place cutting logwood; and a this 

orm 
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form were reduced to great inconveniences 5 for 
while it lafted we could drefs no victuals, nor even 
now it was over, ‘unlefs we had done it in the ca- 
noe; for the nigheft land near us was almoft three 
feet under water; befiles, our provifion too was 
mott of it {poiled, except the beet and pork, which 
was but little the worte. | 

We had a good canoe large enough to carry us 
all; and feeing it in vain to ftay here any longer, 
we all embarked and rowed away to One-Buth-Key, 
about four leagues from our huts. There were tour 
fhips riding here, when the florm began; but at 


our arrival we found only one, and hoped to have 


got fome refefhment from tt, but found very cold. 
entertainment : for we could neither get bread nor 
punch, nor fo much as a dram. of rum, thoughwe 
“offered them money for it. The reafon was, they 
were already over-charged with fuch as being dif- 
treffed by the ftorm, had been forced to take fanc- 
tuary with them. Seeing we could not be fupplied 
here, we alked which way the other three fhips 
were driven ? the told us that capt. Prout of New- 
England was driven towards Trieft; and it was 
probable he was carried out to fea, unlefs he ftuck 


on a fand, called the Middle Ground ; that capt. - 


Skinner of New-England was driven towards Beet- 
Ifland; and capt. Chandler of London, drove away 
towards Man-ot-War Lagune. 

Beef-Ifand lies north from One-Bufh-Key, but 
the other two places lie a little on each fide ; one to 
the eaft, the other to the weft. So away we went 
for Beef-Ifland ; and coming within a league ot if, 
we faw a flag in the woods, made faft ta a pole, 
and placed on the top of a high tree. _And com- 
ing itill nearer, we at laft faw a fhip in the woods, 
about two hundred yards from the fea. We rowed 
directly towards her ; and when we came to the 
— woods 
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“woods fide, found a pretty clear paflage made by 
the fhip, through the woods, the trees being all 
broke down, and about three feet water’ home to 
the fhip. | We rowed in with our canoe, and went 
aboard, and were kindly entertained by the feamen ; 
but the captain was gone aboard capt: Prout, who 
ftuck on the Middle Ground before-mentioned. 
Capt. Prout’s fhip was afterwards got off again; 
but the ftumps of the trees ran clear through the 
bottom of capt. Skinner’s, therefore theré was po 
hope of faving her. Here we got victuals and 
punch, and ftayed about two hours, in which time 
the captain came aboard, and invited us to ftay all 
night. But hearing fome cuns fired in Man-of-War 
Liagune, we concluded that capt. Chandler was 
there, and wanted affiflance. Therefore we pre- 
fently rowed away thither, for we could do no fer- 
vice here ; and before night ‘found him alfo ftuck 
faft on a point of fand. . The head of his ketch was 
dry, and at the ftern, there was above four feet 
water. Our coming was very feafonable ‘to capt. 
Chandler, with whom we flayed two days; in 
which we got out-all-his goods, carried off his an- 
chor, &c. and fo not being able to do him more 
fervice, we left him for the prefent, and went away 
to hunt at Beef-Ifland. > , ! 

At Trieft were four veffels riding before’ this 
ftorm; one of them was driven of to fea, and 
never heard of afterwards ; another was caft dry 
upon the fhore, where fhe lay, and was never got off 
again; but the'third rode it out. Another which 
was riding without the bar of Trieft, put to fea, 
and got to New-England, but much fhattered. 
About three days before the ftorm began, a {mall 
vefiel, commanded by captain Vally, wenthence, 
bound to Jamaica. This veflel was given up for 
loft by all the logwood-cutters; but about. four 
ia Ae months 
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months after fhe returned thither again; and the 
captain faid he felt nothing of the ftorm, but when 
he was about thirty leagues to wind-ward of Trieft, 
he had a frefh Summafenta-wind that carried him 
as high as Cape Condufedo ; but all the time he 
faw very black clouds to the weftward. , 
Beef-Ifand is about feven leagues long, and 
three or four broad. It extends in length eaft and 
weft. The eaft end looks toward the ifland Triett, 
and is low drowned land; and near the fea produc- 
eth nothing but white and biack mangrove-trees. 
The north fide lies open to the main fea, running 
ftraight from eaft to welt. The eattermoft part for 
about three leagues from Trieft is low and man- 
grovy ; at the end of which there is a {mall fale 
"creek, deep eneugh at high water for boats to pafs. 
From this creek to the weft end, is four leagues 
all fandy bay, clofed on the backfide with a low 
fand-bank, abounding with thick prickly bufhes, 
like a white-thorn, bearing a whitifh hard fhell- 
fruit, as big as a floe, much like a callabafh. The 
weft end is wafhed with the river St. Peter St. Paul, 
and is over-grown with red mangroves. About three 
leagues up from the mouth of this river fhoots 
forth a fmall branch, running to the eaftward, and 
dividing Beef-Ifland from the main on the fouth, 
and afterwards makes a great lake of frefh water, 
called Frefh Water Lagune. This afterwards falls 
into a falt lake, called Man-ofWar Lagune, which 
empties itfelf into Laguna Termina, about two 
leagues from the fouth eaft point’of the ifland. 

‘ Theinfide or middle of this ifland is a favannah,_ 
bordered all round with trees, moftly mangroves, 
either. black,. white, orred, with fome logwood. + 

The fouth fide, between the favannahs and the 
«mangroves, is.véry rich. Sometimes this land:lyes 

‘in ridges higher than.the favannahs, 9 = * 7 
Oe oat my | | Y The 
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The favannahs produce plenty of lone | orafs, and 
the ridges curious high flourifhing trees of divers 
forts. : 

The fruits of this ifland are penguins, or wild 
ananas, both red and yellow; guavas, mefpilus, 
nafeberry, fapadillas, limes, or oranges, &c. 'Thefe 
Jaft'were lately planted here by a colony of Indians, 
who revolted from the Spaniards, and fettled here. » 

It is no new thing for the Indians in thefe woody 

arts of America, to fly away whole towns at once, 
and fettle themlelves in the ectneys woods to 
enjoy their freedom; and if they are accidentally 
difcovered, they will remove again, which they can 
eafily do; their houfhold- soods being little elfe but 
their cotton hammacks, and their calla bathed They 
build every man his own houte, and tye up. their 
hammacks between two trees, wherein they fleep 
cill their houfes are made. The woods afford them 
fubliftence, as pecarree and warree; but they that 
are thus f{troling (or morooning, as the Spaniards 
call it) have plantain- -walks that no man knows, © 
but themfelves; and from thence they have their 
food, till they have raifed plantation provifion near 
their new-built town. They clear no more ground 
than what they actually employ for their fubfit 
tence. Vhey make no paths; but when they go 
far from home, they break now and then a bough, 
Jetting it hang down, which ferves as a mark to 
guide them in their retun. If they happen to be 
dilcovered by other Indians, inhabiting full among 
the Spaniards, or do but miftruft it, they imme- 
diately fhife. their quarters to another place, This 
large country affording them good fat land enough, 
and very woody, and cher piece ai proper fanctuary 
tor them. 
Ie was. fome of thefe fugitive Indians thar came 
«6 live at Beet-Ifland; where, befides gaining their 

| | freedom 
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freedom from the Spaniards, they might fee their 
~ friends and acquaintances, that had been taken fome 
time before by the privateers, and fold to the log- 
wood cutters, with whom fome of the women lived 
fill; though others of them had been conducted 


back to their own habitations. Thefe women 
after their return made known the kind entertain- 
ment they met with from the Englifh; and per- 
fuaded their friends to leave their’ dwellings near 
the Spaniards, and fettle on this ifland; and they 
had been here almott a year before they were difco- 
_ veréd by the Englifh ; and even-then were acciden- 
tally found out by the hunters, as they followed 
their game. They were not very fhy all the time I 
lived there ; but I know that upon the leaft difgutft 
they would have been gone. - | : 
The animals of this ifland are, fquafhes in abun- 
dance, porcupines, guanoes, opofioms, pecarree, 
deer, horfes and horned cattle. et 
This ifland properly belongs to John d’Acofta, 
"a Spaniard of Campeachy town, who pofleffed it 
when the Englith firft came hither to cut logwood. 
His habitation was then at the town of Campeachy, 
but in the dry feafon he ufed to come hither ina 
bark, with fix or feven fervants, and fpend two 
or three months in hoxing and killing cattle, only 
for their hides and tallow. | | 
The Enelithlogwood cutters happened once to come 
hither, whilft John d’Acofta was there, who hear- 
ing their guns, made towards them, and defired 
them to forbear firing, becaufe it would make the 
cattle wild, but told them that at any time when 
they wanted beef, if they fent to hirm he-would hox 
as many as they pleafed, and bring the meat,to 
their canoes. The Englith thankfully accepted his 
offer; and never after fhot his cattle, but tent to 
him when they wanted; and he (according to his 
No. 4. Cos promile) 
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promife) fupplied them. This created him fo much 
friendfhip, that they intended when they returned | 
to Jamaica, to bring him a prefent, and goods alfo 
to trade with him; which would have been very 
advantageous to both parties ; but fome of his fer- 
vants acquainted the townfmen of it, at his return 
to Campeachy ; and they being jealous of the Eng- 
‘lith, and envying him, complained to the gover- 
nor, who prefently caft him into prifon, where he 
remained many years. ‘This happened about the 
year 1671 or 72. Thus the project of trading with 
the Englifh mifcarrid here, and John d’Acofta was . 
forced to relinquifh his right of this pleafant and 
profitable ifland, leaving it wholly to the Englith ; 
for neither he nor any other Spaniard ever came 
hither afterwards to hox cattle. é 
This way of hoxing bullocks feems peculiar to 
the Spaniards ; efpecially to thofe who live here- — 
abouts, who are very dexterous at it. For this 
reafon fome of them are conftantly employed in it 
all the year; and fo become, very expert. The 
hoxer is mounted. on a good horfe, bred up to the 
{port ; who knows fo well when to advance or re~ 
treat upon occafion, that the rider has no trouble 
to manage him. His arms is a hoxing iron, which 
is made in the fhape of a half moon, and from one, 
corner to the other is about fix or feven inches, 
with a very fharp edge. er 
’ This iron is faftened by a focket to a pole about 
fourteen or fifteen feet long. When the hoxer is 
mounted, he lays the pole over the head of his 
horfe, with the iron forward, and then rides after 
his game ; and having overtaken it, {trikes his iron. 
juft above the hox and hamftrings it. The horte . 
prefently wheels off to the left ; for the wounded 
bea(t makes at him prefently with all his force ; but 
he [campers away a good diftance before he canes 
about 
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about again. If the hamftring is not quite cut 


afunder with the ftroke, yet the bullock by con-— 


tinual {pringing out his leg, certainly breaks it, and 
then can go but on three legs, yet ftill limps for- 
ward to be revenged on his enemy. Then the hoxer 
rides up foftly to him, and ftrikes his iron into the 
knee of one of his fore legs, and he immediately 
tumbles down. He gets off his horfe, and taking 
a fharp pointed ftrong knife, ftrikes it into his neck, 
a little behind the horns, fo dextroufly that at one 
blow he cuts the ftring of his neck, and down falls 
his head. ‘This they call poling. Then the hoxer. 
immediately mounts, and rides after more game, 
leaving the other to the fkinners, who are at hand, 
and ready to take off his hide. 


The right ear of the hoxing horfe, by the weight — 


of the pole laid conftantly over it when on duty, 
hangs down always, by which you may know it 
from other horfes. 

The Spaniards pick and chufe only the bulls and 
old cows, and leave the young cattle to breed, by, 
which means they always preferve their ftock entire.’ 
On the contrary, the Englifh and French kill with- 
out diftinction; the young rather than the old, 
without regard of keeping up their ftock. Jamaica 
is a remarkable inftance of our folly in this parti- 
cular. For when it was firft taken by the Englifhy 
the favannahs were well ftocked with cattle, but 
were foon all deftroyed by our foldiers, who fuffer- 
ed great hardfhips afterwards for it; and it was 
never ftocked again till Sir Thomas Linch was go- 
vernor. He fent to Cuba for a fupply of cattle, 
which are now grown very plentiful, becaufe every 
man knows his own proper goods. Whereas be- 
fore when there was no property, each man de- 
{troyed as faft as he could. The French, I think, 
are greater deftroyers than the Englifh, | 
&. G2 ‘ Had 
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_ Had it not been. forthe great care of the, Spa- 
mards, in ftocking the Weft Indies with hogs and 
bullocks, the privateers muft have ftarved. . But — 
now the main, aswell as the iflands, is plentifully 
provided ; -particularly the bay of Campeachy, the 


‘iflands of Cuba, Pines, Hifpaniola, Portorica, &c. 


where, befides wild. hogs, there are abundance, of 
crawls or hog-farms, in fome jof which, Ihave 
figard, there, are nolefs than. fifteen hundred... This 
was the main fubfittence of the privateers. 1 5 
_ But to return again to Beef-[Mand. Our Englifh 
hunters have much leflened the numbers of the-cat- 
tle there 5 and thofe that are left, by conftant fhoot- 
ing, ate. now grown fo wild and. defperate, that ic 
is dangerous for a fingle man to fire at them, or to 
venture through the favannahs; for the old bulls — 
that have been formerly thot. at, will make as him:;° 
and they.will all draw up jin battalia to, defend 
them{elves upon our approach, the old bulls in the 
front, behind them the cows in’ the fame manner, 

and behind them the young cattle : and if we ftrive 
to wheel about to get in the rear, the bulls will cer- 
tainty face about that way, and ftill prefent a front 
to.us. Therefore we feldom ftrive to. fhoot at any 

out of a great herd, but walk about in the woods, | 
clofe by the favannah, and there we light. of our 
came. The beaft makes directly at the hunter, if 
is he defperately wounded, as I have ‘experienced 
myfelf, but if but flightly, they commonly run 
away. The old hunters tell us, that a cow 1s more 
dangerous of the two ; becaufe, they fay, fhe runs 
at her enemy with her eyes open, but the bull {huts 
his, fo that you may eafily avoid him: but this I 
cannot afrm upon my own knowledge, and rather 
doubt the truth of it; for 1 knew one much gored 
by a bull. He was a confort with Mr. arkés, ny" ’ 
the weft lagune; where having tired themielves with — 
b ate ae cutting 


Capt. WELLIAM D AcWRPIVE.RG 1081 


cutting logwood, they took an occafion to go in? 


their canoe to Beef-ifland, to refrefh: themfelves,, 
there a fortnight or three weeks, becaufe here were 


feveral forts of fruits, and plenty,of cabbage to eat _ 


with their freth beef, which they could not fail to - 
meet.with. . Phey.came.to a place ‘called the Salt; 
Creek, and there built a hut, About four o’clock, 
while Mr. Barker lay down to fleep, his confort 
marched out into the favannah, about a mile from 
their hut ; and coming within fhotof a bull, wound- 
ed him defperately ; but the bull had: ftil fo: much’ 
ftrength left as to purfue and overtake his adverla-- 


ry, trampling on him, and goring his thigh, fo°. 


that he was not able to raife. The bull by this 
time was fpent, and fell down dead by him; and, 
there the man had alfo perifhed, if Mr. Barker had 
not come the next morning to feek him, who find-" 
ing him by the dead. beat, took him on his back, » 
and lugged him home. to their hut... The next day - 
he put him in his: canoe, and delivered him: on) 
board a fhip, into. the -hands of a furgeon, who 
cured. him in a little time. | . 
I told you we left capt. Chandler, with a defign 
of going to Beef-ifland, to fpend fome time in hunt- 
ing at Pies Pond, before-mentioned. But before 
we came thither we went afhore to kill a beef for 
fupper; where I was furprized with an odd accident. 
Paffing through a fmall favannah, about two of 
three feet deep, we fmell’d a {trong {cent of an alli-: 
gator, and prefently after I {tumbled over one, and 
fell down immediately. I cred out for help; but 
my conforts, inftead of affifting me, ran away to~’ 
wards the wood. I had no fooner got up to follow 
them, but I ftumbled on him a fecond time, and a 
third time alfo; expecting fill when J fell down to 
be devoured: yet at lait I got out fafe, but fo 
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frightened that I never cared for going through the 
water again as long as I was in the bay. | 


CFU AS Pow? TM 


Defeription of the coaft from the river St. Peter St. 
Paul, to the river Checapeque. 


HE river St. Peter St. Paul fprings from the 

high mountains of Chiapa, about twenty 
leagues within the country, which take their name 
from a city not far diftant. Its firft courfe is eafterly 
for a confiderable length, till it meets with moun- 
tains on that fide: then it turns fhort about north- 
ward, till within twelve leagues of the fea: and 
laftly, it divides itfelf into two branches. The 
weftern branch falls into the river Tobafco; the 
other keeps its courfe till within four leagues of the 
fea, then divides itfelf again. The eaftermoft of 
thefe branches feparates Beef-ifland from the main, 
and falls into the Man-of-war Lagune, as before 
related. The other keeps its courfe and name, till 
it falls into the fea, between Beef-ifland and To- 
bafco-ifland ; where it is no broader than the 
Thames at Gravefend. There is a bar at its en- 
trance, but of what depth I know not; over which 
fmall veffels may pafs well enough by the benefit of 
the tide. It is both deeper and broader after you 
are in, for there are fifteen or fixteen feet water, and 
very good riding. By report of the privateers who 
have been up this river, it is very broad before it 
parts; and farther up the country, has divers large 
Indian towns built on its banks ; the chief of which 
is called Summafenta, and many large cocoa and 
plantain walks, the foil on each fide being very 
truitful. The unmanured Jand is overgrown with 
loity trees of many forts, efpecially the cotton or 
: | cabbage 
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cabbage, of the latter there are whole groves, and 
in fome places (efpecially a little way from the ri- 
ver’s fide) great favannahs full of bullocks, horfes, 
and other animals ; amongft which the Mountain 
Cow or American Bifon (called by the Spaniards 
Ante) is moft remarkable. 

This beaft is as big as a bullock of two years 
old. It is fhaped like a cow in body, but the 
head much bigger; the nofe is fhort, and the head 
more compact and round; it has no horns, the 
eyes are round, full, and of a prodigious fize ; it 
has great lips, but not fo thick as the cows lips 5 
the ears are in proportion to the head, rather broad- 
er than thofe of the common cow ; the neck is thick 
and fhort; the legs alfo fhorter than ordinary ; it 
has a pretty long tail, thin of hairs, and no bob at 
the end. It has coarfe thin hair all. over the body ; 
the hide is near two inches thick; the flefh red and 
the grain very fine. The fat is white, and altoge- 
ther is fweet wholefome meat. One of them will 
weigh five or fix hundred weight. 

This creature is always found in the woods near 
fore large river, and feeds on a fort of long thin 


era{s, or mofs, which grows plentifully on the 


banks of rivers, but never feeds in favannahs or 
paftures of good grafs, as all other bullocks do. 
When its belly is full, it lies down to fleep by the 
brink of the river, and at the leaft noife flips into. 
the water; where finking down to the bottom, tho’ 
very deep, it walks as on dry oround. It cannot 
run faft, therefore never rambles far from the river,, 
for there it always takes fanétuary, in cate of dan- 
ger. There is no. fhooting of it, but when it 1s. 
afleep. | : 

They are found, befides this place, in the rivers 
in the bay of Honduras, and ail the main from 
thence as high as the river of Darien. Several of 
G4 ! ; my 
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my conforts have killed them there, and knew their 
track, which I myfelf faw in the ifthmus of Darien, 
but fhould not have known it, but as I was told 
by them; for I never faw one, nor the track of any 
but once. The impreffion in the fand, feemed much 
like the track of a cow, but 1 was well affured that 
none of our common cows could live in that place, 
neither are there any near it by many miles. othe 
My conforts ther gave me this relation, and fince, 
T have had the fame from other Englifhmen as well 
as Spaniards. - ale ta i 
Having fhewed the foregoing defcription to. a 
perfon of honour, he was pleafed to fend if toa’) 
learned friend in Holland, from whom he received © 
this anfwer. . j ik cy ane 


SR, 


‘© The account I have of this paper from the © 
Englith minifter at Leyden is this. .The defcrip- 
tion of your Sea-cow, agrees with the Hippopota- 
mus kept here fo exactly, that I take them to be 
creatures of the fame kind. Only this here at Ley- 
den is bigger than any ox. For the eyes, ears and 
hair, nothing can be faid, feeing this fkin wants all 
thefe. The teeth are worth noticing, which are - 
very large and firm, and fine as any ivory. a 
_ Ihave {poke with a very intelligent perfon, kinf- 
man to the burgomafter of Leyden, who having had 
that Hippopotamus (as they call it) prefented to him, 
made a prefent thereof to the univerfity ; who hav-- 
ing viewed that fkin very well, faith, it’s much big- 
ger than you make yours, and cannot weigh lefs 
than one thoufand weight. iy" 
_ Let me add of mine own, that perhaps they are 
greater, about the Cape of Good Hope, whence 
that of Leyden came. And fecing there are no 
horns, perhaps it may as well be called a River-horfe 
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ag a River-cow ; but for that, it muft bear the de- 


nomination given it by the people of the ‘hace | 
where they are; which may be differeat in Africa 


and America. — é re a con 
But What he fays of her finking to the bottom in 
deep rivers, and walking there, if he adds, what I 


think he fuppofes,, that fhe rifes again, and comes 


on the land, I much queftion. For that fuch a 
huge body fhould raife itfelf up again (though I 


know whales and great fifbes can and do) trani- ‘ 


cends the faith of | hae 


T readily acknowledge, there is fome refemblance 
between this mountain-cow of America, and the 
African Hippopotamus ; but yet am of opinion that 


. they. mutt needs. be. of different {pecies : for age 
mountain-cow is never know to fwim out to fea; 


nor to be found near it, is not above half fo big, 
and have no Jong teeth. But for further fatisfaction, 
IT have heré infered two accounts of the African 
Hippopetamus, as they were fent, the one. to the 


honourable perfon. before-mentioned, from captain — 


Covent of Porbury, near Briftol, a gentlemen of 
great ability and experience, as well as known in- 


_tegrity, who ufed the trade to Angola; the other to 
_myfelf, from my worthy friend captain Rogers, as — 


~ he has feen them in the.river Natal, in the latitude 


_ of goon the eaft fide of the Cape of Good Hope. - 
The fea-horfe’s head, ears and noftrils are like 


our horfes; with a fhort tail and legs, and his foot- 


fteps in the fand like a horfe’s, but the body above. 
twice as big. He grazes on the fhore, and dungs — 


like a horfe ; is of a dark brown, but gliftering in 
in the water ; his pace is but flow on the fhore, in 
the water more fwift; he there feeds on fmall fifh 


and what he can get, and will go down to the bot- 


tom in three fathom water, for I have watch’d him, 
gi i | eae! ies and 
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and he hath ftaid above half an hour before he arofe. 
He is very mifchievous to white men; I have known 
him open his mouth and fet one tooth on the gun- 
nel of a boat, and another on the fecond ftrake 
from the keel (which was more than four feet dif- 
tant) and there bit a hole through the plank, and 


funk the boat, and after he had done, he went away | 


fhaking his ears: his ftrength is incredibly great ; 
; for I have feen him in the wath of the fhore, when 
the fea has tofled in a Dutchman’s boat, with four- 


teen hogfheads of water in her, upon the faid beaft, 


and left it dry on his back, till another fea came and 
fetched the boat off. and the beaft was not hurt, as 
far as I could perceive. How his teeth grow in his 
mouth I could not fee, only that they were round 
like a bow, about fixteen inches long, and in the 
biggeft part more than fix inches about. We made 
feveral fhots at him, but to no purpofe, for they 
would glance from him as from a wall : the natives 
call him Kittimpungo, and fay he ts Fetiflo, which 
is a kind of a god, for nothing they fay can 
kill him; and if they fhould do to him, as the 
white men do, he would foon deftroy their canoes 
and fifhing nets, ‘Their cuftom is when he comes 
near their canoes, to throw him fifh, then pafies 


away and will not meddle with their fifhing-craft. | 


He doth moft mifchief when he can ftand on the 
sround, but when a float, hath only power to bite. 
As our boat once lay near the fhore, I faw him go 


under her, and with his back lift her out of the wa- | 


fer, and overfet her with fix men on board, but, as 
ic happened, did them no harm. Whilft we lay in 
the road, three of them troubled this bay every full 
and change, and two or three days after; the na- 
tives fay, they go together, two males and one fe- 
male. Their noife is much like the bellowing of a 
large calf. ea ith 

| This 
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This remark was made of a fea-horfe at Loango, 
in the year 1695. 


Captain Rocrr’s Letter. 
SIR, oe 

“The Hippopotamus or Sea-horfe, lives as well 
on Land as in the fea or in rivers. It is fhaped 
much like an ox, but bigger 3. weighing fifteen or 
fixteen hundred pounds. ‘This creature is very full 
bodied, and covered with hair of a moufe colour, 
thick, fhort and of a very beautiful fleeknefs, when 
he firft comes out of the water. The head is flatifh 
on the top; it has no horns, but large lips, a wide 
moutn and ftrong teeth, four of which are longer 
than the reft, viz. two in the upper Jaw, one on 
each fide, and two more in the under; thefe laft are 
four or five inches long, the other two fhorter. It 
has large broad cars, great gogele eyes, and is very 
quick fighted. It hasa thick neck, and ftrong legs, 
but weak fetlocks. The hoofs of his feet are clo- 
ven in the middle ; and it has two {mall hoofs above 
the fetlock, which bending to the ground when it 
goes, make an impreffion on the fand like four claws. 
Llis tail is fhort and tapering like a {wine’s, without 
any bob at the end. This beaft is commonly fat 
and very good meat. It grazeth afhore in wet 
{wampy ground near rivers or ponds, but retires to 
the water, if purfued. When they are in the water, 


they will fink down to the bottom, and there walk — 


-as on dry ground. They will run almoft as faft as a 
man ; but if chafed hard, they will turn about and 
look very fierce, like a boar, and fight if put to it. 
The natives of the country have no wars with thefe 
creatures, but we had many confliéts with them, 
both on fhore and in the rivers; and though we 
commonly got the better by killing fome, and route 
ing the reit, yet in the water we durft not moleft 

| them, 
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them, after one bout, which had like to have prov- 
ed fatal to three men that went in a {mall canoe to 
kill a fingle fea-horfe, in a river where was eight or 
ten feet water. The horfe, according to his cuftom, 
was marching in the bottom of the river ; and be- 
ig efpied by thefe men, they wounded him with a 
long lance, which fo enraged the beaft, that he rofe 
up immediately, and giving a fierce look, he open- 
ed his jaws and bit a great piece off the gunnel or 
or upper edge of the canoe, and was like to overfet 
it, but prefently funk down again to the bottom, 
and the men made away as faft as they could, for 
tear he fhould come again. be : 


The weft branch of the river St. Peter St. Paul, 
after it has run eight or nine leagues N. W. lofeth q 
itfelf in Tobafco river, about four leagues from the | 
fea, and fo makes the ifland Tobafco,which is twelve 
Jeasues long, and four broad at the north end; for 
from the river St. Peter St. Paul, to the mouth of | 
Tobafco river, is accounted four leagues, and the 
fhore lies eaft and weft. : Pe 
The firft league on the eaft is mangrove-land, 
with fome fandy bays, where turtle come afhore to q 
lay their eggs. | | | 
The weft part of it isfandy bay quite to the river 
‘Tobafco. But becaufe here is conftantly a great = 
fea, you have no good landing till within the river. 
The N. W. part. of it full of guava trees, of the ! 
ereateft variety, and their fruit the largeft and beft 
tafled T have met with, and it is really a very deli- 
cious place. There are alfo fome cocoa-plumbs 
and grapes, but not many. The favannahs here 
are naturally fenced with groves of guavas, produce 
good grafs for pafture, and are pretty well ftocked 
with fat bullocks ; and-I believe it is from their 
eating the guava fruit that thefe trees are fo thick. 4 
; : For , 
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For this fruit is full of {mall feeds, which being 
fwallowed whole by the cattle, are voided whole by 
them again. and then taking root in their dung, 
{pring up abundantly. | 
“Flere sare alfo deer in great numbers, thefe we 
conftantly find feeding in the favannahs mornings, 
and evenings. [ remember an unlucky accident 
while 1 was there. T'wo or three men went out one 
evening purpofely to hunt; when they were in the 
{pots of favannahs, they feparated to find their 
game, and at laft it fo happened, that one of them 
fired at a deer and killed it, and while he was fkin- 
ning it, he was fhot ftark dead by one of his con- 
forts, who fired at him, miftaking him for a deer. 
- The poor man was very forry for fo fad a mifchance, 
and for fear of the dead man’s friends, durtt never 
go back again to Jamaica. | 7 
"The river of Tobatco is the moft noted in all the 


bay of Campeachy, and fprings allo from the high | 


mountains of Chiapa, but much more to the weit- 
ward than that of St. Peter St. Paul. From thence 
it runs N, E. dill within four leagues of the fea, 
where it receives the fore-mentioned branch of St. 
Peter St. Paul, and then runs north till it falls in- 
tothe fea. Its mouth is about two miles wide, and 
there is a bar of fand lying off it, with not above 
eleven or twelve feet water 5 but a mile or two with- 
in the mouth, at a nook or bending of the river on 
the eaft fide, there is three fathom, and good rid- 


ing, without any danger from the ftrength of the 


current. ‘The tide flows up about four leagues in 
the dry feafon, but in the rains not fo far, for then 
the frefhes make the ebb run very flrong. 

During the norths it overflows all the low land 
for fourteen or fifteen leagues up the river, and you 
may then take up freth water without the bar. 
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This river, near its mouth, abounds with catfth, 
fome fnooks, and manatee in plenty, there being 
good feeding for them in many of its creeks, efpe- 
cially in one place on the ftarboard fide, about two 
leagues from the fea, which runs into the land two 
or three hundred paces, and then opens very wide, 
and is fo fhoal that you may fee their backs above 
water as they feed ; a thing fo rare, that I have 
heard our Mufkitomen fay, they never faw it any 
where elfe. On the leaft noife they will all fcamper 
out into the river, yet the Mufkitomen feldom mifs 
ftriking them. Thefe are a fort of frefh-water ma- 
natee, not altogether fo big as the fea kind, but 
otherwife exactly alike in fhape and tafte, and I 
think rather fatter. The land by the rivers, efpe-- 
cially on the. ftarboard fide, is {wamp, and over- 
grown with trees. | 

Here are alfo abundance of land-turtle, the larg- 
eft I ever faw, till | came to the Gallipago iflands 
in the South Seas; viz. Mangroves, Macaws, and 
other forts that I know not. In fome places near 
the river fide, further up the country, are ridges of 
dry land, full of lofty cabbage and cotton trees, 
which make a very pleafant landfkip. ‘There is no 
fettlement within eight leagues of the river’s mouth, 
and then you come to a {mall breaft-work, where 
there is commonly a Spaniard with eight or nine 
Indians pofted on each fide the river, to watch for 
boats coming that way ; and becaufe there are di- 
vers creeks running in from the favannahs, fome of 
thefe fentinels are fo placed in the wocds, that they 
may look into the favannahs, for fear of being fur- 
prized on the back fide, yet for all their caution, 
thete fentinels were fnaped by captain Nevil, com- 
mander of a {mall brigantine, in a fecond expedition 
he made to take the town calledVilla de Mofe. His 
firft attempt mifcarried by his being difcovered; ie 

the 
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the fecond time he got into a creek, a league below 
thefe fentinels, and there dragging his canoes over 
fome trees that were laid crofs it, purpofely to hin- 
der his paflage, he came in the night upon their 
backs in their feveral pofts, fo that the town having: 
no notice of his coming by their firing, as they 
fhould have done, was taken without any refiftance. 
Villa de Mofe is a fmall town ftanding on the 
{tarboard, or weft fide of the river, four leagues 
beyond this breaft-work. It is inhabited chiefly by 
Indians, with fome Spaniards; there is a church 
in the middle, and a fort at the weft.end, which 
commands the river. Thus far fhips come to bring 
goods, efpecially European commodities, viz. 
broad cloth, ferges, perpetuana’s, kerfies, thread- 
ftockings, hats, Oznabrugs, white and blew, Ghen- 
tins, Platilloes, Britannias, Hollandilloes, iron- 
work, &c. They arrive here in November or De- 
cember, and ftay till June or July, felling their 
commodities, and then load chiefly with cocoa, 
and fome fylvefter. All the merchants and petty 
traders of the country towns come hither about 
Chriftmas to traffick, which makes this town the 
chief in all thefe parts, Campeachy excepted, yet 
there are but few rich men that live here. Some- 
times fhips that come hither load hides and tallow 
if they cannot fright with cocoa. But the chief 
place for hides is a town lying on a beach of this 
river, that comes out a league below the breatt- 
work, where Spanifh barks ufually load once a 
year; but I can give no further account of it. Four 
leagues beyond Villa de Mofe, further up the river, 
lies Eftapa, inhabited partly with Spaniards, but 
mott Indians, as generally the towns in this coun- 
try are; itis faid to be pretty rich, ftands clole by 
the river, on the fouth fide, and is fo built between 
two creeks, that there is but one avenue leading to 
| | ii 
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it, and fo well guarded with a breaft-work, that 
captain Hlewet, a privateer, who had under him 


near 200 men, was there repulfed, lofing many of 


them, and himfelf wounded in the lee. i n his way 


thither he took Villa de Mole, and. left a party 
there to fecure his retreat. If he had taken Eftapa, 
he defigned to pafs on to Halpo, a rich town, three 


leagues 5 farther up the’ river, and from thence to vi- 
“fit < acatalpo, three or four leagues beyond, | which 
is accounted the wealthiett of the ithirée 2 5 the Spa- 
niards call it Tacatalpo de Sierra; whether to di- 


ftinguifh it from another town-of that name, or to 
asinine its nearnefs to the mountains, I know not.’ 
It is the beft town on this river, having: three’ 


churches, and: feveral rich merchants ; and Getlveen 


it and Villa de Mofe, are many large cocoa walks 


on each fide the river. 


‘LT have féen a fort of white cocoa brought feat 


hence, which I never met with any where elf. Te 


is of the fame bignefs and colour on the outfide, ’ 
and with fuch a thin hufky coat as the other; but: 
the inner fubftance is white, like fine flour 5 and 
when the outward coat is broken, it crumbled! asa. 
lump of flour doth, - Thote that frequent: the bay 

call ic Spuma, and uarer that’ it is much fed by 
the Spanirrds of thofe parts, to make theit choco-' 


-Jate froth, who therefore fet a great'value on it, 
Bat I never yet met with any in England that knew 
it, except the right honourable the earl of Carbery, 
who was pleated to tell me he had feen of it. — 


The land on the fouth fide of the river. is low : 
f{avannahs or patture 5. the: fide where the town of ? 


Villa de Mofe ftands, is a fort of grey fandy earth, 
and the whole country, the up-land IT mean, feems 


tobe much the fame 5 but the low-land is of a black © 
deep mold; in fome places very ftrong clay, and 


there is not a {tone to be found i in all the: country. 
3 eTheé 
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The healthy dry Jand is very woody, except where 
inhabited or planted. It is pretty thick fertled with, 
Indian towns, who have all a padre or two among 
them, and a cacique or governor to keep the peace. 
The cocoa tree thrives here very well, but the nuts 
are fmaller than the caracos nuts, yet oily and 
fat whilft new. They are not planted near the fea, 
as they are on the coalt of Caracos, but at lealt 
eight or ten miles up in the country. The cocoa- 
walks belong chiefly to the Spaniards, and are only 
planted and dreffed by Indians, hired for that pur- 
pofe ; yet the Indians have of their own, plantain- 
walks, plantations of Maize, and fome {mall cocoa- 
walks, about which they fpend the chief of their 
time. Some employ themfelves to fearch in the 
woods for bees that build in hollow trees, and get a 
good livelihood by their honey and wax, Thefe are 
of two forts ; one pretty large, the other no bigger, 
but longer, than an ordinary black fly ; in other 
refpects, juft like our common bees, only of a 
darker colour. Their ftings are not ftrong enough 
to enter a man’s fkin, but if difturbed, they will 
fly at one as furioufly as the great bees, and will 
tickle, but cannot hurt you. “heir honey is white 
and clear, and they make a great deal of it. | The 
Indians keep of them tame, and cut hollow trunks 
for them to make their combs in. They. place one 
end of the log (which is fawed very evenj on a 
board, leaving a hole for the bees to creep in at, 
and the upper end is covered with a board put clofe 
over it. The young and lufty Indians (fuch as want 
employment) hire. themfelves to the Spaniards ; 
work cheap, and are commonly paid in fuch goods 
as the Spaniards do not value. I have been told, 
that they are obliged to work for their mafters, one 
day in a week, gratis; but whether this privilege 
belongs only to the cue to the laity alfo, I 


No. 4 know 
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know not. The Indians inhabiting thefe villages, 
live like gentlemen in comparifon of thofe that are 
rear any great town, fuch as Campeachy or Meri-_ 
da; for there the poorer and rafcally fort of people, 
that are not able to hire one of thefe poor creatures, 
will by violence drag them to do their drudgery for 
nothing, after they have worked all day for their 
_mafters; nay, they often take them out of the mar- 
ket from their bufinefs, or at leait enjoin them to 
come to their houfes when their market is ended, 
and they dare not refufe to do it. 
This country is very fruitful, yielding plentiful 
crops of maize, which is their chief fubfiftence. 
After it is boiled, they bruife it on fuch a rubbing- 
ftone as chocolate is ground on. Some of it they 
make into fall thin cakes, called tartilloes, the 
teft they put into a jar till ic grows four, and when 
they are thirfty, mix a handful of it in a callabath 
of water, which gives it a fharp pleafant tafte, then 
‘ftraining it through a large callabafh pricked full of 
fmall holes to keep out the hufks, they drink it off. 
If they treat a friend with this drink, they mix a 
little honey with it, for their ability reaches no. 
higher ; and this is as acceptable to them as a glafs 
of wine to.us. If they travel for two or three days 
from home, they carry fome of this gound maize 
in a plantain leaf, and acallabafh at their girdles to 
make their drink, and take no further care for vic- 
tuals,. till zghey come home again. ‘This is called 
pofole,'and by the Englifh poorfoul. It is fo much 
#fteemed by the Indians, that they are never with; 
out fome of it in their houfes. , | 


' Another way of preparing their drink, is to parch 
the maize, and then grind it to powder on the 
rubbing-{tone, putting a little arnotto to it, which 
grows in their plantations, and is ufed by them for 


ne 
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no other purpofe. They mix it all with water, andj 
prefently drink it off without itraining. 

In long journies they prefer this drink before 

ofole. 
ey 9 feed abundance of turkies, ducks and dung4 

hill fowls, of which the padre has an exact account,! 
and is very ftrict in gathering his tithe; and they; 
dire not kill any except they have his leave for it. 

They plant cotton alfo for their cloathing. The 
men wear only a fhort jacket and breeches ; thefe 
with a palmeto leaf hat is their Sundays dfefs, for 
they have neither ftockings nor fhoes, neither do 
they wear thefe jackets on week days. The women 
have a cotton peticoat, and a large frock down taj 
their knees; the fleeves to their wrifts, but noc ga+ 
thered. The bofom is open to the breaft, and im~ 
broidered with black or red filk, or grogram yarn, 
two inches broad on each fide the breaft, and quite 
round the neck. In this garb, with their hair tied 
up ina knot behind, they think themfelves extreme 
fine. © 


The men are obliged by the padres (as I have 


been informed) to marry when they are fourteers. 


years old, and the women when twelve; and if at 
that age they are not provided, the prieft will chufe 
a virgin for the man (or a man for the virgin) of 
equal birth and fortune, and join them together. 
The Spaniards give feyeral reafons for this im 
pofition, viz. That it preferves them fram de- 
bauchery, and makes them induftrious.—That it 
brings them tu pay taxes, both to the king and 
church; for as foon as they are married they pay, 
to both.—And that it keeps them from rambling 
out of their own parifh, and fettling in another, 
which would by fo much leffen the padres profit.! 
They love each other very well, and live comforta- 
bly by the fweat of their brows. They build good 
oe Ee ee: ‘ large 


SSS 


ee Se 
2g a 
= ra 


a 
y/ 


= 


116 «The Voyaces and ADVENTURES Of 


large houfes, and inhabit altogether in towns. The. ‘ 
fide walls are mud or watling, plaiftered on the in- { 
fide, and thatched with palm or. palmeto leaves. 

“The churches are large, built much higher than. 
the common houfes, and covered with pantile, and 
within adorned with coarfe pictures and images of 
faints, which are all painted tawney like the Indians 
themfelves. Befides thefe ornaments, there are 
kept in the churches pipes, hautboys, drums, vi- 
zards and perruques, for their recreation, at folemn 
times ; for they have little or no fport or paftime 
but in common, and that only upon faints days, 
and the nighrs enfuing. . “oth 


The padres that ferve here, muft learn the Indian 
language before they can have.a benefice, As for- 
their tithes and other incomes, Mr. Gage, an Eng- 
lifhman, hath given a large account of them in his. 
furvey of the Welt Indies. But befides, L will add. 
of my own knowledge, that they are very dutiful 
to their priefts, obferving punctually their orders; 
behave themfelves very circumfpectly and reverent-. 
ly in their prefence. geet ath! 
They are generally well fhaped, of a middle fize, 
ftraighe and clean limbed. The men more fpare, 
the women plump and fat; their faces are round 
and flat, their foreheads low, their eyes little, 
their nofes of a middle fize, fomewhat flattifh, full 
lips,: pretty full but little mouths, white teeth, and 
their colour of a dark tawney, like other Indians. 
They fleep in hammocks made. with {mall cords 
like a net,. faftened at each end toa poft. Their 
furniture is but mean, viz. earthen pots to boil their , 
maize in, and abundance of callabafhes. They are a. 
very harmlefs fort of people, kind to any ftrangers ; 
and. even to the Spaniards, by whom they are {fo 
much kept under, that they are worfe than flaves ; 


v 


nay, the very negroes will domineer. over them ; and. 
Bs are 
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‘are countenanced to do fo by the Spaniards. ‘This 
“makes them very melancholy and thoughtful ; 
however they are quiet, and feem contented with 
their condition, if they can tolerably fubfift: but 
fometimes when they are impofed on beyond their 
ability, they will march off whole towns, men, wo- 
men and children together, as before related. . 


CHAP. VI. 


Defcription of the coajt from the river of Checapeque 
to La Vera Cruz, and thence to the river Panuco, 
with the autkor’s return to Famaica and England. 


HVING given the reader an account of the 
ff. Indians inhabiting about the river of Tobaf- 
co; I come next to defcribe the weftern coaft of 
this bay, with its rivers and other moft remarkable 
particulars. From Tobafco river to the river Che- 
capeque is feven leagues. ‘The coaft lies eaft and 
weft all woody low ground, fandy bays, and 
good anchoring ; but there falls a pretty high fea 
on the fhore, therefore but bad landing, yet canoes 
may with care run in, if the men are ready to leap 


out, .as foon as fhe touches the ground, and then 


immediately drag her up out of the furf: and the 
fame caution and dexterity is to be ufed when they 
go off again. There is no frefh water between 
Tobafco river and Checapeque. This latter 1s ra- 
ther a falt creek than a river, for the mouth of it 
is not above twenty paces wide, and about eight or 
nine feet water on the bar; but within there is twelve 
ot thirteen foot at low water, and good riding fo 
barks, half a mile within the mouth. ; 
This creek runsiin E, S. EK. about two miles, and 
then ftrikes away fouth up into the country. Be- 
tween its mouth and the fea is a bare fandy point of 
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land; where, on the fide next the river, clofe by 
the brink of it, and no where elfe, you may f{crape 
up the fand (which is coarfe and brown) with your 
thands, and get frefh water, but if you dig lower 
ahe water will be fal. Half a mile within the 
smouth, when you are paft rhe {andy point, the land 
is wet and fwampy, bearing only mangroves on 
each fide for four or five Jeagues up, but after that 
firm land, where you will find a run of frefh water, 
it being all fale till you come thither. A league 
beyond this is a beef eftantion or farm of cattle, be- 
Jonging to an Jadian village. In the woods on each 
fide this river there are plenty of guanoes, land- 
turtle, and abundance of quams and curafoes, with 
fome parrots. There is no fettlement nearer than 
the beef eftantion, nor any thing elfe remarkable 
in this river that I know. 

A league weft from Checapeque there is another 
Small river called Dos Boccas, fit only for canoes 
toenter. It has a bar at its mouth, and therefore 
is fomewhat dangerous; yet the privateers make 

—dight of it, for they will govern a canoe very inge- 
nioufly. However capt. Rieves and capt. Hewet, 
xwo privateers, loft feveral men here in coming 
out; for there had been a north, which had raifed 
zhe bar, and in going out moft of their canoes were 

—overfet, and fome men drowned. . 


‘The river will not float a canoe above a league 
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within its mouth, and fo far is falt; but you meet 
with a fine clear ftream of frefh water, about a 
Zeague up the country ; and beyond this are fair fa- 
vannahs of long grafs, fenced in with ridges of as 
-yich land as any in the world. The mold fuch as 
is formerly defcribed, all plain and level, even to 

the hills of Chiapa. Die AAR 
There are no Indian towns within four or five 
_Ieagues of the fea, but farther off they are pretty 
| a thick, 
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thick, two or three lying within a league one of 
another ; Halpo is the chief. 

The Indians make ufe of no more land than 
ferves to maintain their families in maize, and to 
pay their taxes ; and therefore between the towns 
it lies uncultivated. 

In all this country they rear abundance of poul- 
try, viz. turkies, ducks and dunghill fowls; but 
fome of them have cocoa’walks. The cocoa of 
thefe parts is moft of it fent to Villa de Mofe, and 
fhipped off there. Some of it is fold to carriers 
that travel with mules, coming hither commonly in 
November or December, and ftaying till February 
or March. They lie a fortnight at a time in a vil- 
lage to difpofe of their goods, which are common- 
ly hatchets, macheats, axes, hoes, knives, fciffars,. 
needles, thread, filk for fewing, womens frocks, 
{mall looking-glaffes, beads, filver or copper rings, 
wathed with gold, fet with glafs inftead of ftones, 
fmall pictures of faints, and fuch like toys for the. 
Indians; and for the Spaniards, linen and woollen 
cloths, filks, ftockings, and old hats new dreffed, 
which are here very valuable, and worn by thofe of 
the beft quality ; fo that an old Englifh beaver thus 
ordered, would be worth twenty dollars, fo much 
;s trade wanted here in this country. When he has 
fold off his goods, he is generally paid in cocoa, 
which he carries to La Vera Cruz. — | 

From Dos Boccas to the river Palmas is four 
leagues, low land and fandy bay between. 

From Palmas is two leagues to the Haleover, a 
{mall neck of land parting the fea from a large la- 
pune. It is fo called by the privateers, becaufe 
they ufe to drag their canoes in and out there. | 

“From the Haleover, is fix leagues to St. Anns, 
a mouth that opens the lagune before mentioned : 
there is not above fix or feven feet water, yet barks 
often go in there to carcen. From 
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‘From St. Anns to Tondelo is five leagues. The 
coaft ftill weft: the land Jow, and fandy bay a- 
gaint the fea ; a little within which are pretty high 
fand-banks, cloathed with prickly bufhes, fuch as 
J have already defcribed at Beef-Ifand. ; 

' Againft the fea near the weft enc, within the 
fand bank, thé Jand is lower again, the woods not 
very high, and fome {pots of favannahs, with plen- 
-ty of fat bullocks ; in hunting of which a French- 
man unhappily loft his Jife. For his company be- 
ing ftraggled from him to find game, he unluckily 
met a drove of cattle flying from them in the woods, 
which were fo thick that there was no paffing but 


in thofe very narrow paths that the cattle them- } 
felves had made; fo that not being able to get out : 
of their way, the foremoft of the drove thruft his 
liorns into his back and carried him an hundred . 
paces into the Savannah, where he fell down with : 
is guts trailing on the ground. | | 


~The river Tondelo is but narrow, yet capable to 
receive barks of fifty or fixty tons: there is a bar 
at the entrance, and the channel crooked. On -+he 
Welt fide of the bar, a fpit of fand fhoots out, there- 
fore to avoid it at your coming in, you muft keep 
the eaft fide aboard; but when once entred, you 
may_run up for two or three leagues ; on the eaft 
fide ‘a quarter of a mile within the mouth, you 
may lie fecure; but all this coaft, and efpecially 
this river, intolerably fwarms with mufketoes, that 
there is no fleeping for them. i aXe: 
About four or five leagues from the mouth this 
river is fordable, and there the road croffes it; 
where two French canoes that lay in this river inter- 
cepted the caravan of mules laden with cocoa, that 
was returning to La Vera Cruz, taking away as 
much as they could carry with them, 
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-From Tondelo river, to the river of Gauzoercalco, 
or Guaflugwalp, is eight leagues more, the coaft 
{till weft; all along a fandy bay and fand-hills, as 
between St. Anns and Tondelo, only towards the 
weft part the bank is lower, and the trees higher. 
This is one of the principal rivers of this coaft: it 
is not half the breadth of the Tobafco river, but 
deeper. Its bar is lefs dangerous than any on this 
coatt, having fourteen feet water on it, and but 
little fea. Within the bar there is:much more, and 
fott oozy ground. The banks on both fides are low. 
The eaft fide is woody, and the weft fide favannah. 
Here are fome cattle; but fince it has been fre- 
quented by privateers, the Spaniards have driven 
moftt of their bullocks farther into the country. This 
river hath its rife near the fouth fea, and is naviga- 
ble a great way into land, efpecially with boats or 
{mall barks. | r 


The river Tegoantipeque, that falls into the fouth 


feas, hath its origin near the head of Guaflugwalp ; 
and it is reported that the firft naval ftores for the 
Manila fhips were fent through the country from 
the north to the fouth feas, by the conveniency of 
thefe two rivers, whofe heads are not above ten or 
twelve leagues afunder. I heard this difcourfed by 
the privateers long before I vifited the fouth feas, 
and they feemed fometimes minded to try their for- 
tunes this way, fuppofing, as many do flill, that 
the fouth fea fhore is nothing but gold and filver. 
But how grofly they are miftaken, I have fatisfied 
the world already. And for this part of the coun- 


try, though it is rich in land, yet it has not the. 


leaft appearance of any mine, neither is it thick 


inhabited with Spaniards ; and if I am not deceiv- 


ed, the very Indians in the heart of the country, are 
fcarce their friends. sie 
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The town of note on the fouth fea, is Tegoanti- 
peque, and on the north feas Keyhooca is the chief 
near this river. Befides thefe two, the country is 
only inhabited by Indians; therefore it is wholly 
unfrequented by fhipping. 

Keyhooca is a large rich town of good trade, a- 
bout four leagues from the river Guaflugwalp, on 
the weft fide. It is inhabited by fome few Spani- 

rds and abundance of mulattoes. Thefe keep 
many mules, being moftly carriers, and frequently 
vifit the cocoa coa{t for nuts, and travel the country 
between Villa de Mofe and La Vera Cruz. : 

This country is pleafant enough in the dry fea- 
fon ; but when the furious north winds rage on the 
coaft, and violently drive in the fea, it fuffers ex- 
tremely, being fo overflown, that there is no tra- 
velling. It was in the wet feafon when capt. Rieves 
and capt. Hewet made an expedition in canoes from 
the ifland Trieft to the river Guaflugwalp, and 
there landed their men, defigning to attack Key- 
hooca, but ithe country was fo wet there was no 
marching, neither was the water high enough for a 
canoe. Here are great plenty of Vanillas. 

From the river Guaflugwalp the land runs weft 
two or three leagues, all low land with fandy bays 
ro the fea, and very woody in the country. About 
three leagues to the weft of ic the land tends away 
to the north for about fixteen leagues, rifing higher 
alfo even from the very fhore, as you go up within 
jand, making a very high promontory called St. 
Miartin’s land, but ending in a pretty bluff point, 
which is the welt bounds of the bay of Campeachy. 

From this blunt point to Alvarado is about twen- 
ty leagues, the firit four of it a high rocky fhore, 
with fteep cliffs to the fea, and the land fomewhat 
woody. Afterwards you pals by very high fand- 
hills by the fea, and an extraordinary great fea falls 
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in-on the fhore, which hinders any boats from land- 
ing, Within the fand-hills again, the Jand 1s low- 
er, pretty plain and fruitful enough in large trees. 

The river of Alvarado is above a mile over at the 
mouth, yet the entrance is but fhoal, there being 
{ands tor near two miles off the fhore, quite from 
fide to fide, neverthelefs there are two channels 
through thefe fands. The beft, which is in the 
‘middle, has twelve or fourteen feet water. The land 
on each fide of the mouth is fand-banks, above 
two hundred feet high. 

This river comes out of the country in three 
branches, meeting altogether juft within the mouth, 
where it is very wide and deep. One of thefe 
branches comes from the eaftward, another from the 
weftward ; and the third, which is the true river 


of Alvarado and the biggeft, comes direétly out of 


the country, oppofite to the fand-hills, about a 
mile weft of the rivers mouth. This laft {prings a 
ereat way from the fea, pafling through a very fer- 
tile country, thick fettled with towns of Spaniards 
and Indians, On the weft fide, and juft againft the 
mouth of the river, the Spaniards have a {mall fort 
of fix guns, on the declivity of the fand bank, a 
great height above the river, watch commands a 


{mall Spanifh town on the back of it, built in a_ 


plain clofe by the river. It is a great fifhery, chiefly 
for {nooks, which they catch in the lake, and when 
they are falted and dried, drive a great trade in ex- 
changing them for falt and other commodities. Be- 
fides falt fifh, they export from hence abundance of 


dry cod-pepper, and fome pickled in jars. This. 


pepper is known by the name of Guinea pepper. 
Yet for all this trade, it is but a poor place, and 
has been often taken by the privateers, chiefly to 
fecure their fhips while they fhould go up in thetr 
canoes to the rich towns within land, which not- 
eT ~ 7 withftanding 
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withfanding tHey never attempted, by reafon that 


La Vera Cruz bordering fo near, they were ftil] a-— 


Svaid of being attacked both by fea and land from 
thence, and ee never durft profecute their defigns 
oi the country towns. 

Six leagues weft from Alvarado there is aneehee 
large opening. out into the fea; it is reported to 


have a communication by a fmall creek with this 


river of Alvarado, and that canoes may pafs thro’ 
it from one river to the other. And at this opeh- 
ing is a {mall fifhing village. The land Me the fea, 
is a continued high fand-bank, and fo violent a fea, 
that it is impofible to Jand with boat or canoe. 

Irrom this river to La Vera Cruz is fx leagues 
more, the coaft ftill weft. Fhere isa reef of rocks 
rans along the fhore fron: Alvarado to Vera Cruz, 
yet a good channel for fmall veffels to pafs between 
it and the fhore. And about two leagues to the 
eaft of Vera Cruz are two iflands called Sacrifice 
Hlands.. I have fet down the diftance between Al- 
varado and La Vera Cruz, according to the com- 
mon account of twelve leagues, which I take to be 
truer, but our draughts make it twenty-four. The 
jand by the fea is much the fame. 

Ia Vera Cruz is a fine town feated in the very 
bottom of the bay of Mexico, at the S. W. point 
er corner of the bay, for fo far the land runs weit; 
and there it turns about to the north. ‘There is a 
«ood harbour before it, made by a fmall ifland, Or 
rock rather, jufb in its ‘mouth, which makes it very 
commodious, Here the Spaniards have built a 
ftrong fort, which commands the harbour ; and 


there ere great iron rings fixed in the fost wall a-- 


gain{l the harbour for fhips to faften the cables. For 
abe north winds blow fo violently here in their fea- 
fons ‘that fhips are not fafe at anchors. 


| : This 
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_ This fore is called St. John d’ Ulloa; and the 
Spaniards do frequently call the town of Vera Cruz 
by this naine. | 


The town is a place.of great trade, being the fea, 


port to the city of Mexico, and moftof the grear, 


towns and cities in this kingdoms. fo that all che 
European commodities fpent,ia thefe parts, are: 


landed here, and their goods brought hither, and: 


exported from hence. Add to this, that all the 
treafure brought from Manila, in the Eait ladies, 
comes hither through the country from Accapuico. 

The flota comes hither every. three years from 
Old Spain; and befides goods of the product of 
the country, and what is brought from the Eaft In- 
dies and fhipped .on board them: the king’s plate 


‘that is gathered in this kingdom ; together with» 


what belongs to the merchants, amounts to a valt 
fum. Here alfo comes every year the Barralaventa 
fleet in October or November, and ftays till March, 
This is a {mall {quadron, confiting of fix or feven 


fail of ftout fhips, from twenty to fifty guns, which: 


are ordered to vifit all the Spanifh fea port towns 


once every year, chiefly to hinder foreigners from. 
yy y 


trading, and to fupprefs privateers. From this port 


they go to Havanna on the north fide of Cuba to. 


fell their commodities. —From hence they pafs thro’ 
the gulph of Florida, ftanding fo far to the north 


as to. be out of the trade-winds, which are com-. 


monly between 30d. and god. of latitude, and 


being in a variable winds-way, they ftretch away, 


to the eaftward till they may fetch Porto Rico, if 


they have bufinefs there, if not, they keep ftill to. 
the eaftward till they come to Trinidada, an ifland’ 


near the main, inhabited by the Spaniards, and the 
moft eaftern part of any confequence in the north 


feas. [he Barralaventa fleet touches there frit, 
and from thence fails to Margarita, a confiderable, 
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Spanifh ifland near the main. From thence they 
coaft down to Comana and La Guiara, and pafling 
by the coaft of Carracus, they fail towards the 
fulph of Maracaibo ; from thence they double cape 
de La Vela, and fo down to Rio de La Hacha, St. 
Martha and Carthagena. If they meet with any 
Englith or Dutch trading floops, they chace and 
take them, if they be not too nimble for them : 
the privateers keep out of their way, having al- 
ways intelligence where they are. . 

From Carthagena they fail to Porto Bello, and 
ftom thence to Campeachy, and laftly, to La Vera 
Cruz; and this is their annual navigation about the 


Wet Indian coaft. | 


La Vera Cruz was taken by the. privateers about 


the year 1685, under the conduct of one John 
Rufél, an old Logwood-cutter who had formerly 


been taken by the Spaniards and fent to Mexico ; — 
where learning Spanifh, he by that means efcaped | 


to La Vera Cruz and being releafed from thence, 


afterwards managed this expedition. 
From herce to Old Vera Cruz is five leagues. 


This was the firft town of that name, but wanting 


a good harbour, it was removed to the place where _ 


it now ftands. | 
From Old Vera Cruz to Tifpo is about fifteen 


leagues ; the coaft lies north and fouth. ‘Tifpo is 


a pretty handfome fmall town, buile clofe by the 
fea, and watered with a little rivulet; but wanting 


a harbour, it is deftitute of any maritime-trade. 
From Tifpo to the river Panuco 1s about twenty 

leagues. The coatt lies north and fouth neareft ; 

itis a large river defcending out of the very bowels 


of the country, and running eaft, falls into the. 
gulph of Mexico, in latitude about 21-50 minutes. 
it has ten or eleven feet water on the bar, and is 


often vifited with barks that fail up it, as far as the 
| city 
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city Panuco, diftant from the fea about twenty 
leagues ; the principal of this country, and a bi- 
fhops See. ‘There are two churches, one convent 


and a chapel, and about five hundred families, of . 


Spaniards, Mulatoes and Indians. The houfes are 


large and ftrong, with ftone walls, and they are. 


thatched with palmeto leaves. 


~One branch of this river comes out of the la-. 


gune of Tompeque, and mixes with this, | three 
leagues before it falls into the fea; therefore it is 
fometimes called the river of Tompeque. The la- 
sune of Tompeque lies on the fouth fide of the ri- 
ver, and breed abundance of fifh, efpecially fhrimps. 


There is a town of the fame name, built on its. 


banks, whofe inhabitants are moft fifhermen. Be- 
yond this lagune there is another large one, wherein 


is anifland and town, named Haniago; its inha- | 


bitants moft fifhermen, whofe chief employment is 


to take fhrimps. Thefe they boil with water and 


falt, in great coppers for that purpofe, and having 


dried them afterwards in the fun, they are made up 


in packs and fent to all the chiefTowns in the 
country, efpecially to Mexico, where, tho’ but a 
hungry fort of food, they are mightily efteemed. 
The account I have given of the Campeachy r1- 
vers, &c. was the refult of the particular obferva- 


tions I made in cruifing about that coaft, in which. 


I {pent eleven or twelve months. For when the 
violent ftorm, before-mentioned took us, I was but 
jut fettling to work, and not having a ftock of 
wood to purchafe fuch provifion as was fent from 
Jamaica, as the old ftanders had; 1 with many 
more in my circumftances, was forced to range a- 
bout to feek a fubfiftance in company of fome pri- 
vateers then in the bay: in which rambles we vili- 
ted all the rivers from Trieft to Alvarado, and 


made many defcents into the country among the , 


villages 
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villages there; where we got Indian corn’ to eat 


with che beef, and other flefh that we got by the. 


way, or manatee and turtle, which was alfo apreac 
fupport tous, — ssi a 
Alvarado’ was the weftermoft place I was at. 
Thither we went in two barks with thirty men in 
each, and had ten or eleven men killed and defpe- 
rately wounded in taking the fort, being four or 
five hours engaged’ in that fervice, in which time 
the inhabitants having plenty of boats and canoes, 
carried all their riches and beft moveables away. It 
was after funfet‘before the fort yielded ; and’ grow- 
ing dark, we could*not purfue them, but refted 
quietly that night; the next day we killed, falted 


and fent on board twenty or thirty beeves, anda — 


good quantity of falt-fifh, and Indian corn, as much 
as we could {tow away. Flere were but few hogs, 
and thoie eat very fifhy, therefore we did not much 
efteem them: but of cocks; hens and ducks were 
fenton board in abundance. The tame parrots we 
found here wete the largeft and fineft birds of their’ 
kind I ever faw in the Weft Indies. Their colour 
was yellow and’ red, very curioufly mixed they 
would prate very prettily ; and there was fcarce a 
man but what fenton board one or two of them. 
So that with provifion, chefts, hencoops and par- 
rot-cages, our fhips were full of lumber, with 
which we intended’ to fail; but the fecond day af- 
ter we took the fort, having had a wefterly wind. 


with rain, all the morning, feven armadilloes that: 


were fent from La‘Vera Cruz appeared in fight, 
within aimile of the bars, coming in full fail; but 
they could fearce ftem the’ current of the river, 
which was very well for us, for we were not a lite 
tle furprized: Yet we got under fail in order to 
meet them’; and clearing our decks by heaving all 
the lumbevoverboard, we drove out over the bar, 

| before 
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before they reached it; but they being to wind- 
ward, forced us to exchange a few fhots with them. 
Their admiral’s fhip was ealled the Toro. She 
had ten guns and one hundred men; another had 
four guns and eighty men; the relt having no great 
guns, had only fixty or feventy men apiece, armed 
with mufkets, and the veffels barricadoed round 
with bull-hides breaft high. We had not above 
fifty men in both fhips, fix guns in one and two 
in the other. As foon as we were over the bar, we 
got our larboard tacks on board and ftood to the 
eaftward, as nigh the wind as we could lie. The 
Spaniards came away quartering on us; and our 
fhip being the head-meft, the Toro came directly 
towards us, defigning to board us. We kept firing 
at her, in hopes to have lamed either matt or yard ; 
but failing, juft as fhe was fhearing aboard, we 
gave her a good volley, and prefently clap’d the 
helm a weather, wore our fhip, and got our ftar- 
board tack aboard, ftood to the weftward ; and fo 
left the Toro, but were faluted by all the fmall 
eraft as we paft by them, who ftoo ¥to the eaft- 
ward, after the Toro, then in purfuit and clofe by 
our confort. We ftood to the weftward till we 
were againft the river’s mouth, then tack’d and by 
the help of the current that came out of the river, 
we were near a mile to windward of them alls 
then we made fail to affift our confert who was hard 
put to it, but on our approach the Toro edged 
away toward the fhore, as did all the reft, and ftood 
away forAlvarado s and we glad of the deliverance, 
went away to the eaftward, and vifited all the ri- 
vers in our return again to Trieft, and fearched the 
bays for munjack to carry with us for the fhip’s 
ufe, as we had done before for the ufe both of fhips 
and canoes. 
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Munjack is a fort of pitch or bitumen which we 
find in lumps, from three or four pounds to thirty 
pounds in a lump, wafhed up by the fea, and left 
dry in all the fandy-bays on all this coaft; it isin 
fubftance like pitch, but blacker; it melts by the 
heat of the fun, and runs abroad as pitch would 
do if expofed, as this is, on the bays: the {mell 
of it is not fo pleafant, neither does it ftick fo 
firmly as pitch, but is apt to peel off from the 
feams or fhips bottom; however we find it very 
ufeful where we want pitch ; and becaufe it is com- 
monly mixed with fand by lying on the bays, we 
melt it and refine it very well before we ufe its 
and commonly temper with oil or tallow to correct 
it; for though it melts by the heat of the fun, yet 
‘tisof a harther nature than pitch. I never found 
the like in any other part of the world, neither can 
I tell from whence it comes. 

And now the. effeéts of the late ftorm being al- 
moft forgot, the lagune men fettled again to their 
employments; and | among the reft fell to work 
in the eaft lagune, where I remained till my depar- 
ture for Jamaica. ; 

| fhall only add as to this logwood trade in gene- 
ral, that I take it be one of the moft profitable to 
England, and neareft refembles that of Newfound- 
land, fince what arifes from both, is the product of 
bare labour, and that the perfons employed herein 
are fupported by the produce of their native country. 

It is not my bufinefs to determine how far we 
might have a right of cutting wood there, but this 
I can fay, that the Spaniards never receive lefs da- 
mage from the perfons who egaerally follow that 
trade, than when they are employed upon that work. 

While I was here the laft time,. capt. Giobs ar- 
rived in a fhip of about roo tons, and brought with 
him tweny ftout New-England Indians that were 
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taken in tHe wars there, defigning to have fold them 
at Jamaica, but not finding a good market, brought 
them hither to cut logwood, and hited one Mr. 
Richard Dawkins to be their overfeer ; who carried 
them to work at Summafenta; but about a week 
_after, the captain came thither in his boat from 
One-Bufh-Key where his fhip lay, and the overfeer 
having fome bufinefs, defired leave to be abfent for 
two or three days; but as foon as he and the feamen 
were gone, the Indians taking their opportunity, 
killed the captain and marched off, defigning to re- 
turn to their own country by land: they were feen 
about a month after, and one of them was taken 
near the river Tondelo. 

After I had fpent about ten or twelve months at 
the logwood trade, and was grown pretty well ac- 
quainted with the traffic here, T left the employment, 
yet with a defign to return hither after I had been 
in England 5 and accordingly went from hence with 
captain Chambers of London, bound to Jamaica. 


We failed from Tieft the beginning of April 1678, 


and arrived at Jamaica in May, where I remained 
a {mall time, and returning for England with capt. 
Loader of London, arrived there the beginning 
of Auguft the fare year; and at the beginning 
of the following year, I fet out again forJamaica, 
in order to have gone thence to Campeachy 5 
but it proved to be a voyage round the World. 
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The author's departure from England, and arrival in 
Famaica. His farft going over the Ifthmus of Ame= 
vica into the South Seas. ‘oa 


! 


¥ LEFT England on this voyage, at the begin- 
ning of the year 1679, in the Loyal Merchant 
of London, bound for Jamaica, captain Knapman 
commander : and went a paflenger, defigning when 
I came thither, to go from thence to the bay of 
Campeachy,in the gulph of Mexico,to cut logwood; 
where in my former voyages I had {pent about three 
years in that employ, and was well acquainted with 
the place and the work. ‘e 
We failed with a profperous gale without any im- 
pediment, or remarkable paflage in our voyage s 
unlefs that when we came in fight of the ifland Hif- 
paniola, and were coafting along on the fouth fide 
‘of it, by the little ifle of Vacca, or Ath, I obferv- 
ed captain Knapman was more vigilant than ordi- 
nary, keeping at a good diftance off thore, for fear 
of coming too near thofe fmall low iflands, as he 


‘did once in a vovage from England, about the 


year 1673, and loft his fhip there, by the carelefs- 
nefs: of his mates. But we fucceeded better, and 
arrived fafe at Port Royal in Jamaica fome time in 
“April 1679, and went immediately on fhore. 

I had brought fome goods, with me from Eng- 
land which I intended to fell here, and ftock my- 
felf with rum and fugar, faws, axes, hats, ftockings, 
fhoes, and fuch other commodities, as I knew 
would fell among the Campeachy logwood cutters. 
Accordingly { fold my Englifh cargo at Port Roy- 
al; but upon fome maturer confiderations of my 
intended voyage to Campeachy, I changed my 


\ 


thoughts 
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thoughts of that defign, and continued at Jamaica’ 


all that year, in expectation of fume other bufinefs. 


“IT fhall not trouble the reader with my obferva-: 
tions at that ifle, fo well known to Enghfhmen; 


nor with the particulars of my own affairs during 


my ftay there. But in fhort, having there made a 


purchafe of a fmall eftate in Dorlerfhire, near my 


native county of Somerfet, from one whole title to. 


it’ I’ was well affured of, I was juft embarking my 
felf for England, about Chriftmas, 1679, when 


one Mr. Hobby invited me to go firit a fhort trading’ 


voyage to the country of the Mofkitos, of whom J 


fhall fpeak in my next chapter. I was willing to 
get up fome money before my return, having laid 


o 


out what I had at Jamaica ; fo I fent the writings 


of my new purchate along with the fame friends 


whom I fhould have accompanied to England, and 


went on board Mr. Hobby. 


Soon after our fetting out we came to an anchor 


again in Negril bay, at the weft end of Jamaica ; 


but finding there captains Coxon, Sawkings, Sharp, 
and other privateers, Mr. Hobby’s men all left him” 


to go with them, upon an expedition they had con- 


trived, leaving not one with him befides myfelf, 
and being thus left alone, after three or four days 


ftay with Mr, Hobby, I was the more eafily per- 
fuaded to go with them too. 

Jt was foon after Chriftmas 1679, when we fet 
out. The firft: expedition was to Porto Bello, 


which being accomplifhed, it was refolved to march: 


by land over the Ifthmus of Darien, upon fome new 
adventures in the fouth feas. | Accordingly on the 


fifth of April 1680, we went afhore on the [fthmus, © 


near Golden Ifland, one of the Sambaloes, to the 
number ‘of between three and four hundred men, 
carrying with us fuch provifions as were neceffary, 
and toys wherewith to gratify the wild Indians, 
vee Ls through 
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through whofe country we were to pafs. In about 
nine days march we arrived at Santa Maria, and 
took it, and after a ftay there of about three days, 
we went on to the fouth fea coaft, and there em- 
barked ourfelves in fuch canoes and periagos, as 
our Indian friends furnifhed us with. We were in 
fight of Panama by the 23d of April, and having 
in vain attempted Puebla Nova, before which Saw- 
kings, then cominander in chief, and others, were 
killed, we made fome ftay at the neighbouring iles 
of Quibo. | : ‘by 
Here we refolved to change our courfe, and ftand 
away to the fouthward for the coaft of Peru. Ac- 
cordingly we left the keys or ifles of Quibo the 6th 
of June, and {pent the reft of the year in that 
fouthern courfe; for touching at the ifles of Gorgo- 
nia and Plata, we came to Yio, a fimall town on 
the coaft of Peru, and took it. This was in Oc- 


~ tober, and in November we went thence to Co- 


quimbo on the fame coaft, and about Chriftmas 
were got as far as the ifle of John Fernandes, which 
was the fartheft of our courfe to the fouthward. 

_ After Chriftmas we went back again to the north- 
ward, having a defign upon Arica, a flrong town 
advantageoufly fituated in the hollow of the elbow, 
or bending of the Peruvian coaft. But being there 
repulfed with great lofs, we continued our courfe 
northward, till by the middle of April we were 


come in fight of the ifle of Plata, 2 little to the 
fouthward of the equinoctial line, 
I have related this part of my voyage thus fum- 


marily and concifely, as well becaufe the world 


hath accounts of it already, in the relations that. 


Mr. Ringrofe and others have given of capt. Sharp's 
expedition, who was made chief commander,, Upon, 


5 Py 


“Sawking’s being killed ; as alfo, becaufe in. the 
-profecution, of this voyage I thall come to fpeak of 


-thefe 
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thefe parts again, upon occafion of my going the 
fecond time into the fouth feas; and fhall there dé- 
feribe at large the places both of north and fouth 
America, as they occurred to me. And for this 
reafon, to avoid needlefs repetitions, and haften to 
fuch particulars, as the publick hath hitherto had 
no account of, I have chofen to comprize the rela- 
tion of my voyage hitherto, in this fhort compafs, 
and place it as an introduction before the reft, that 
the readers may the better perceive where | mean to 
begin to be particular. | 

All therefore that I have to add to the introduc- 
tion, is this, that while we lay at, the ifle of John 
Fernandes, captain Sharp was, by general. confent, 
difplaced from being commander , the company 
not being fatisfied either with his, courage or beha- 
yiour. In his ftead, captain Watling was advanc- 
ed; but he being killed fhortly after before Arica, 
we were without a commander during all the reft of 
our return towards Plata. Now Watling being 
killed, a great number of the meaner fort began to 
be as earneft for chufing captain Sharp again into 
the vacaney, as before they had been forward to 
turn him out; and on the other fide, the abler and 
more experienced men, being altogether diffatisfied 
with Sharp’s former conduct, would by no means 
confent to have him rechofen. In fhort, by that 
time we were come in fight of the ifland Plata, the 
difference between the contending parties was grown 
fo high, that they refolved to part companies ; hav- 
ing firft made an agreement, that which foever 
fhould, upon polling, appear to have the majority, 
fhould keep the fhip, and the other fhould content 
themfelves with the launch or long-boat and canoes, 
and return back over the ifthmus, or go to feek 
their fortune otherways, as they would. | 


Ne 
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Accordingly we put it ta the vote ; and upon di- 
viding, Captain Sharp’s party carried it. I, who 
had never been pleafed with his management thoughl 
had hitherto kept my mind to myfelf, now declar- 
ed myfelf on the fide of thofe that were out-voted 5 
and, according to our agreement, we took our 
fhares of fuch neceffaries, as were fit to carry over 
land with us, (for that was our refolution ; and fo 
prepared for our departure, 


CHAP. VII 


An account of the authors return out of the South Seas 
to bis landing near cape St. Lawrence, in the 

<I fthmus of Darien ; with an occafional defcription 
of the Mofkito Indians. | 


| Pril the 17th 1681, about ten o’clock in the 
| morning, being twelve leagues N. W. from 
the ifland Plata, we left Captain Sharp and thofe 
who were willing to go with him in the fhip, and 
embarked in our launch and canoes, defigning for 
the river Santa Maria, in the oulf of St. Michael, 
which is about two hundred leagues from the ifle 
of Plata: we were in number forty-four white men 
who bore arms, a Spanifh Indian, who bore arms 
alfo; and two Mofkito Indians, who always bear 
arms among. the privateers, and are much valued 
by them for ftriking fth, and turtle, or tortoife, 
and manatee or fea cow; and five flaves taken in 
the South Seas, who fell to our fhare. | 

The craft which Carried us was a launch, or long 
boat, one canoe, and another canoe, which had been 
fawn afunder in the middle, in order to have made 
bumkins, or veflels for carrying water, if we had 
not feparated from our fhip ; which we join’d toge- 
ther again and made it tight, providing fails ta 


help 
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help us along and for three days before we parted, 
we fifted fo much flour as. we could well carry, and 
rubb’d up twenty or thirty pound of chocolate with 
fugar to iweeten it ; thefe things and a kettle the 
flaves carried alfo on their backs after we landed. 
And becaufe there were fome who defigned to exe) 
with us that we «new were nor well able to march, 
we gave out, that if any man faulered in the jour- 
ney over land he muft expect to be fhot to death ; 
for we knew that the Spaniards would foon be after 
us, and one man falling into their hands might be 
the ruin of us all, by giving an account of our 
ftreneth andcondition; yet, this would not deter’em 
from going with us. We had but a little wind 
when we parted from our fhip ; but, before twelve 
o'clock the fea-breeze came in ftrong, which was 
like to founder us before we got in wich the fhore, 
for our fecurity ; therefore, we cut up an old dry 
hide that we brought with us, and barricadoed the 
Janch all round with it to keep the water out. A- 
bout ten o’clock at night we got in’ about feven 
leagues to windward of Cape Paffao under the Line, 
and then it proved calm ;. fo we lay and drove all 
night, being fatigued the preceding day. The 18th 
day we had little wind till the afternoon, and then 
we made fail, ftanding along the fhore to the north- 

ward, with the wind at S. S. W. and fair weather. 
Av feven o’clock we came abreaft of Cape Paffao, 
and found a fmall bark at an anchor in a {mall bay 
to leeward of the cape, which we took, our own 
oats being too {mall to tranfport us. We feized 
her juft under the equinodtial line, and fhe was not 
only a help to us, but in taking her we were fafe 
from being defcribed ; we did not defign to have 
meddled with any when we parted with our con- 
forts, nor to haye feen any if we could have helped 
. : it, 
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++. The bark came from Gallio laden with timber, 

and was bound for Guiaquil. | : 
The roth day in the morning we came to an an- 

chor about twelve leagues to the fouthward of cape 


St, Francifco) to put our new bark into a better 


trim: in three or four hours we finifhed our bufi- 


-nefs, made fail again, and fteered along the coatt 


swith the wind at S.S. W. intending to touch at 
Gorgonia. | 

Being to the northward of cape St. Francifco we 
met with very wet weather ; but the wind continu- 
mig we arrived at Gorgonia the 24th day in the 
morning, before it was light, we were afraid to ap- 
proach in the day time, for fear the Spaniards 
fhould lie there for us, being the place where we 
eareened lately, and where they might expect us. 

When we came afhore we found the Spaniards 
had been there to feck after us, by a houfe they had 
built, which would entertain one hundred men, and 
by a great crofs before the doors. This was token 
enongh that the Spaniards did expect us this day a- 
gain; therefore, we examined our prifoners if they 
knew any thing of it, who confeffed they had heard 


of a periago, (or large canoe) that rowed with four- 


teen: oars, which was kept in a river on the main, 
and: once in two or three days came over to Gorgo- 
nia purpofely to fee for us ; and that having difco- 
vered us, fhe was to make all {peed to Panama with 
she news ; where they had three fhips ready to fend 
after us. - 

We lay here all the day, and fcrubb’d our new 
bark, that if ever we fhould be chafed we might the 
better efcape > we fill’d our water in the evening 
went fromthence, having the wind at S. W. a brifk 
evale. 6} aN, ; 

The asth day we had much wind and rain, and 
we loft the canoe that had been cut and was joined 
ey ee together 3 


> 
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together ; we would have gladly kept all our canoes 
to carry us up the river, the bark not being fo con- 
venient. be 

The 24th day we kept on with a moderate gale 
of wind at S. W. In the afternoon we had exceflive 
fhowers of rain. 

The 28th day was very wet all the morning; 
‘betwixt ten and eleven it cleared up, and we faw 
two great fhips about a league and a half to the 
weftward of us, we being then two leagues from the 
fhore, and about ten leagues to the fouthward of 
point Garrachina. Thefe fhips had been cruifing 
between Gorgonia and the gulf fix months ; but 
whether our prifoners did know it I cannot tell. 

We prefently furled our fails, and rowed in clofe 
under the fhore, knowing that they were cruilers ; 
for if they had been bound to Panama this wind 
would have carried them thither ; and no fhips bound 
from Panama come on this fide the bay, but keep 


the north fide of the bay till as far as the keys of: 


Quibo to the weftward,; and, thenif they are bound 
to the fouthward they fland.over and may fetch 
Gallo, or betwixt it and cape St, Francifco. 

The glare did not continne long before it rained, 
again, and kept us from the fight of each over 3) 
but, if they had feen and chafed us, we were refolv- 
ed to run our bark and canoes afhore, and betake 
ourfelves to the mountains to travel over land ; for 
we knew that the Indians which lived in thefe parts 
never had any commerce with the Spaniards ;f 0 we 
might have had a chance for our lives. 

The 29th day, at nine o’clock in the morniag, 
we came to an anchor at point Garrachina, about 
feven leagues from the gulf of St. Michael, which: 
was the place where we firft came. into the South 
Seas, and the way by which we defigned to ae 

raere 
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» Here we lay all the day, and went afhore and 
dried our cloaths, clean’d our guns, dried our am- 
munition, and prepared ourfelves againft our ene- 
mies, if we fhould be attacked ; for we did expect 
to find fome oppofition at landing ; we likewife kept 
a good-look-out all the day, for fear of thole two 
fhips that we faw the day before. 

The 30th day in the morning at eight o’clock 
we came into the gulf of St. Michael’s mouth ; for 
we put from point Garrachina in the evening, de- 
fiening to have reach’d the iflands in the gulf be- 
fore day, that we might better effect our efcape 
from our enemies, if we fhould find any of them 
waiting to flep our paffage. 

- About nine o’clock we came to an anchor a 
mile without a large ifland, which lies four miles 
from the mouth of the river ; we had other fmall 
iflands without us, and might have gone up into the 
river, having a ftrong tide of flood, but would 
not venture farther till we had Jooke well about us. 

» Weimmediately fent a canoe afhore on the ifland, 
where we faw (what we always feared) a fhip at the 
mouth oi the river, lying clofe by the fhore, and 
a large tent by it, by which we found it would be a 
hard tafk for us to efcapethem. 

. When the canoe came aboard with this news, 
fome of our men were a little difheartned ; but it 
was no more than I ever expected. 

Our care was now to get fafe over land, feeing 
we could not land here according to our defire ; 
therefore, before the tide of flood was fpent, we: 
manned our canoe, and rowed again to the ifland, 
to fee if theenemy was yet in motion. When we 
came afhore we difperfed ourfel ves all over the ifland, 
to prevent our. enemies from coming any way to 
view us ; and prefently after high water, we {aw a. 
fmall canoe coming over from the fhip to the ifland 

| that 
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that we were on, which made us all get into our 
canoe and wait their coming ; we lay clofe till they 
came within piftol-fhot of us, and then being ready, 
we ftarted out and took them. There were in her 
one white man and two Indians ; who being exam- 
ined, told us that the fhip which we faw at the ri- 
vers mouth, had lain there fix months, guarding 
the river, waiting for our coming; that fhe had 
twelve guns and one hundred and fifty feamen and 
foldiers : that the feamen all lay aboard, but the 
foldiers lay afhore in their tents; that there were 
‘three hundred men at the mines, who had all {mall 
arms, and would be aboard in two tides time. They 
likewife told us, that their were two fhips cruifing 
in the bay, between this place and Gorgonia ; the 
biggeft had twenty guns, and two hundred men; 
the other ten guns, and one hundred and 
fifty men : befides all this they told us that the 
Indians on this fide the country were our enemies, 
which was the worft news of all. However, we 
prefently brought thefe prifoners aboard, and got 


under fail, turning out with the tide of ebb, for it. 


was not convenient to {tay longer there. 

We did not long confider what to do, but re- 
folved to land that night, or the next day betimes, 
for we did not queftion but we fhould either get a 
‘good commerce with the Indians, by fuch toys as 
we had purpofely brought with us, or elfe force 
-our way through the country, in {fpight of all their 
oppofition ; and we did not fear what thefe Spani- 
ards could do againft us, in cafe they fhould land 
‘and come after us. We had a ftrong foutherly 
wind, which blew right in ; and the tide of ebb be 
ing far fpent, we could not turn out. | 

1 advifed them to run into Congo, which is a 
‘river about, three leagues from the iflands where we 
lay ; which with a foutherly wind we Bite have 
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done ; and when we were got fo high as the tide 
flows, then we might have landed: but all the ar 
guments I could ufe were not of force fufficient to 
convince them that there was a large river fo near 
us, but they would land foraewhere, they neither 
knew how, where, nor when. ; 

When we had rowed and towed againft the wind 
all night, we juft got about cape St. Lorenzo in the 
morning, and failing about four miles farther to 
the weftward, we run into a fmall creek within two 
keys, or little iflands, and rowed up to the head of 
the creek, being about a mile, and there we landed 
May 1, 1681. : 

We got outall our provifion and cloaths, and then 
funk our vellel. : 

While we were landing, and fixing our knapfacks 
to march, our Mofkito Indians ftruck a plentiful 
dith of filh, which we immediately dreft, and there- 
with fatisfied our hunger. 

Having mentioned the Mofkito Indians, it may 
not be amiis to conclude this chapter with a fhort 
account of them. They are tall, well made, raw- 
boned, lufty, ftrong,& nimble of foot, long vilaged, 
lank black hair, look ftern, hard favour’d and of a 
dark copper colour complexion. They are but a 
fmall nation or family, and not one hundred men 
of them in number, inhabiting on the main, on the 
north-fide near cape Gratias-a-Dios 5 between cape 
Honduras and Nicaragua. They are very ingeni- 
ous at throwing the lance, fifhgig, harpoon, or any 
manner of dart, being bred to it from their infancy, 
for the children imitating their parents, never go a- 
broad without a lance in their hands, which they 
throw at.any objeét, till ufe hath made them maf- 
ters of the art. ‘Chen they learn to put by a lance, 
“rrow, or dart, the manner is thus. ‘Two boys 
fhall ftand’ at a {mall diftance, and dart a blune-ftick 
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at one another; each of them holding a {mall ftick 
in his right hand, with which he ftrikes away that 
which was darted at him. As they grow in years 


they become more dexterous and courageous, and 


then they will ftand a fair mark, to any one that 
will fhoot arrows at them, which they will put by 
with a very {mall ftick, no bigger than the rammer 
of a fowling-piece ; and when chey are grown to be 
men, they will guard themfelves from arrows tho’ 
they come very thick at them, provided two do 
not happen to come at once. They have extraor- 
dinary good eyes, and will difcry a fail at fea far- 
ther, and fee any thing better than we. Their 
chief employment in their own country is to ftrike 
fifh, turtle or manatee, the manner of which is de- 
{cribed in chap. 10. For this they are efteemed and 
coveted by all privateers; for one or two of them 
in a fhip will maintain an hundred men: fo that 
when we careen our fhips, we chufe commonly fuch 
places where there is plenty of turtle or manatee for 
thefe Mofkito-men to ttrike; and it is very rare to 
find privateers deftitute of one or more of them, 
when the commander, or moft of the men are Eng- 
lifh ; but they do not love the French, and the Spa- 
niards they hate mortally. When they come among 
privateers, they get the ufe of guns, and prove ve- 
ry good mark{men: they behave themfelves very 
bold in fight, and never feem to flinch or hang 
back; for they think that the white men with 
whom they are, know better than they do when it 
is beft to fight; and let the difadvantage of their 
party be never fo great, they will never yield nor 
give back while any of their party ftand. I could 
never perceive any religion nor any ceremonies, or 
fuperftitious obfervations among them, being ready 
to imitate us in whatfoever they faw us do at any 
time. Only they feem to fear the devil, they call 

. Wallefaw ; 
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Wallefaw; and they fay he often appears to forié 
among them, whom our men commonly call their 
prieft, when they defire to {peak with him on ur 
gent bufinefs; but the reft know not any thing of 
him, nor how he appears, otherwife than as thefe 
priefts tell them Yet they all fay they mult not 
anger him, for then he will beat them, and that 
fometimes he carries away thefe their priefts. Thus 


much I have heard from fome of them who {poke — 


good Englifh. | | 

They marry but one wife, with whom they live 
till death feparates them. At their firft coming to- 
gether, the man makes a very {mall plantation, for 
there is land enough, and they may chufe what fpot 
they pleafe. They delight to fettle near the fea, or 
by fome river, for the fake of ftriking fifh, their be- 
loved employment. 

Far within land there are other Indians, with 
whom they are always at war. After the man hath 
cleared a {pot of land, and hath planted it, he fel- 
dom minds it afterwards, but leaves the managing 
of it to his wife, and he goes out a ftriking , fome- 
times he feeks only for fiih, at other times for tur- 
tle or manatee, and whatever he gets he brings 
home to his wife, and never itirs out to feel for 
more til] it is all eaten. When hunger begins to 
bice, he either takes his canoe and feeks for more 
came at fea, or walks out into the woods and hunts 
about for peccaree, warrec, each a fort of wild hogs 
or deer, and seldom returns empty handed, nor 
{-eks for any more fo long as any of it Jafts. ‘Their 


plantations are fo fmall, that they cannot fubfitt 


wich what they produce : for their largeft planta- 
tions have not above twenty or thirty plantain-trees, 
a bed of yams and potatocs, a buth of Indian pep- 
per, and a {mall {pot of pine-apples ; which lait 
fruit is the main thing they delight in, ak ir 
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thefe they make a fort of drink which our men cal] 
pine-drink, much efteemed by thefe Mofkito’s, and 
to which they invite each other to be merry, pro- 
viding fifh and flefh alfo. Whoever of them makes 
of this liquor treats his neighbours, making a lit- 
tle canoe tull ata time, and enough to bts them 
all drunk ; and itis feldom that fuch feafts are 
made, but the party that makes them hath fome 
defign, either to be revenged for fome injury done 
him, or to debate cf fuch differences as have hap- 
pened between him and his neighbours, and to ex- 
amine into the truth of fuch matters. Yet before 
they are warmed with drink, they never fpeak one 
word of their grievances; and the women, who 
commonly know their hufbands defigns, prevent 
them from doing any injury to each other by hid- 
ing their lances, harpoons, bows and arrows, or 
any other weapon that they have. 

The Mofkitos are in general very civil and kind 
to the Englith, of whom they receive a great deal 
_of refpect, both when they are aboard their thips, 
and alfo afhore, either in Jamacia, or elfewhere, 
whither they often come with the feamen. We | 
always humour them, Jetting them go any whither 
they will, and return to their country in any veffel 
bound that way, if they pleafe. They will have 
the manageme,t of themfelves in their {trikine, 
and will go in their own little canoe, which our 
men could not go in without danger of overfetting ; 
nor will they then let any white man come in their 
canoe, but will go a ftriking in it juft as they 
pleafe ; all which we allow them, For fhould we 
crofs them, though they fhould fee fhoals of fith, 
turtle, or the like, they will purpofely {trike their 
harpoons and turtle-irons afide, or fo glance them 
as to kill nothing, They have no form of gos 
yernment among them, but ack nowledge the Kine 
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of England for their Sovereign. They learn our 
language, and take the governor of Jamaica to be 
one of the greateft princes in the world. | 
While they are among the Englith, they wear 
ood cloaths, and take delight to go neat aad tight, 
but when they return again to their own country 
they put by all their cloaths, go after their own 
country fafhion, and wear only a {mall piece of 
linen tied about their waltes, hanging down to 
their knees. | 


CEL AMP Tm , 


The author's jourucy from the South to the North Sea, 
over tbe Terra Firma, or Ifthmus of Darien. 


HD EING: landed, May the 1ft, we began our 
1} march about three o'clock in- the afternoon, 
directing our courte by our pocket compaffes north 
eaft having gone about two miles, we came to the 
foot of a hill where we built {mall hutts and lay all 
night, having exceftive rains till twelve o’clock. 
‘The fecond day in the morning having fair wea- 
ther we afcended the hill,, and found a {mall Indian 
path, which we followed till we found: it run too 
much eaferly, and then doubting it would carry 
ns out of our way, we climbed fome of the higheft 
erees on the hill, which was furnifhed with as large 
and tall trees as ever I faw. At length we difcover- 
edfome honfes in a/valley on the north fide of the 
hill, but being fleep could not defcend on that fide, 
but followed the {mall path which led us down the 
hill.on the eaft fide, where we prefently found -fe-. 
veral other Indian houfes. The firft chat we came 
to at the foot of the hill, had none but women at 
“home, who could not fpeak Spanifh, but gave 
each of us a good calabafh or fhell full of corn- 
drink, The other houfes had fome men at home, 
, but 
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but none that fpoke Spanith; yet we made a fhift 
to buy fuch food as their houfes or plantations atf- 
forded, which we dreft, and eat altogether; having 
all forts of our provifion in common, becaufe none 
fhould live better than others, or pay dearer for 
any thing than it was worth. This day we had 
marched fix miles. : 

In the evening the hufbands of thofe women 
came home, and told us in broken Spanifh, that 
they had been on board the guard fhip, which we 
fled from two days before, that we were now not 
above three miles from the mouth of the river 
Congo, and that they could go trom therce on 
beard the guard fhip in half a tides time. 

This evening we fupped plentifully on. fowls, 
and pecaree; a fort of wild hogs which we bought 
of the Indians, yams, potatoes, and plantains ferved 
us for bread, whereof we had enough. After fup- 
per we agreed with one of thefe Indians to guide us 
adays march into the country, towards the north 
fide; he was to have for his pains a hatchet, and 
his bargain was to bring us toa certain Indian’s ha- 
bitation who could {peak Spanifh, from whom we 
were in hopes to be better fatishied of our journey. 

~The third day having fair weather, we began to 
ftir betimes, and fet out between fix and feven 
o'clock, marching through feveral old ruined plan- 
tations.» This morning one of our men being tired 
gave us the flip... By twelve o’clock we had gone 
eight miles, and arrived at the Indians houfe, who 
lived on the bank of the river Congo, and {poke 
very good Spanifh; to whom we declared. the rea-. 
fon of this vifit. 

At firft he feemed to be very dubious of entering 
into any difcourfe with us, and gave very imperti- 


nent anfwers to the queftions that we demanded of. 


pim, he told us he knew no way to the north fide 
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of the country, but could carry us to Cheapo, or 
Santa Maria, which we knew to be Spanith garri- 
fons, the one lying to the eaftward of us, the o- 
rher to the wettward; either of them at leaft twenty 
miles out of our way. We could get no other an- 
{wer from him, and al} his cifcourfe was in fuch an 
angry tone, as plainly declared “he was not our 
friend. Llowever, we were forced to make a vir- 


tue of neceflity, and humour him, for it was nei- . 


ther time nor place to be angry with the Indians, all 
our lives lying in their hands. | 

We were now at a great lofs, not knowing what 
courfe to take, for we tempted him with beads, 
money, hatchets, macheats, or long knives, but 
nothing would work on him, till one of our men 
took a fky-coloured petticoat out of his bag and 
put it on his wite; who was {o much pleafed with 
the prefent, that fhe immediately began to chatter 
to her hufband, and foon brought him into a bet- 


ter humour. He could then tell us that he knew 


the way to the north fide, and would have gone 
with us, but that he had cut his foot two days be+ 
fore, which made him uncapable of ferving us 
- himfelf; but he would rake care that we fhould not 
wanta guide ; and therefore he hired the fame In- 
dian who brought us hither, to conduét us two days 
march further for another hatchet. The old man 
would have ftopped us here’all the day, becante it 
rained very hard; but our bufinefs required more 
huite, our enemies lying fo near us, for he told us 
that he could go trom his honfe on board the guard- 
fhip in a- tides. tide’ and this was the fourth day 
fince they faw us. So we marched three miles far- 
ther, and then built huts, where we ftayed all 
night; it rained all the afternoon, and the greateft 
part of the night. | 
. The 
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The fourth day we began our march betimes, for 
the forenoons were commonly fair, but much rain 
afternoon ; tho’ whether it rained or fhined it was 
much at one with us, for I verily believe we croft 
the rivers thirty times this day ; the Indians having 
no paths to travel from one part of the country to 
another, and therefore guide themfelves by the ri- 
vers. We marched this day twelve miles, and then 
built our hut, and lay down to fleep; but we al- 
ways kept two men on the watch, otherwife our 
own flaves might have knock’d us on the head 
while we flept.’ It rained violently all the afternoon, 
and moft part of the night. We had much ado to 
kindle a fire this evening; our huts were but ver 


mean or ordinary, and our fire finall, fo that we 


could not dry our. cloaths, fcarce warm ourfelves, 
and no fort of food for the belly, all which made 
it very hard with us. I confefs thefe hardthips quite 
expelled the thoughts of an enemy, for now hav- 
ing been four days in the country, we began to have 
but few other cares than how to get guides and 
food ; the Spaniards were feldom in our thoughts. 

The fifth day we fet out in the morning betimes, 
and having travelled feven miles in thofe wild path- 
lefs woods, by ten o’clock in the morning we ar- 
rived at a young Spanifh Indian’s houfe, who had 
formerly lived with the bifhop of Panama. The 
young Indian was very brifk, fpoke very good 
Spanifh, and received us very kindly. This plan- 
tation afforded us ftore of provifion, yams, and po- 
tatoes, but nothing of any flefh, befides two fat 
monkeys we fhot, part whereof we diftributed to 


~fome of our company, who were weak and fickly ;. 


for others we got eggs, and fuch refrefhments as 
the Indians had, for we {till provided for the fick 
and weak. We had a Spanifh Indian in our com- 
pany, who firft took up arms with captain Sawkins, 
a as Re and 
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and had been with us ever fince his death. Hewas 
perfuaded to live here by the mafler of the houfe, 
who promifed him his Gfter in marriage, and to be 
afiutant to him in clearing @ plantation ; but, we 
would not confent to part with him here, for fear 
of fome treachery, but promifed to releafe him in 
two or three days, when we were certainly out of 
danger of our enemies. We ftayed here all the af- 
ternoon, and dried our cloaths and ammunition, 
cleared our guns, and provided ourfelves for a 
march the next morning. 

Our furgeon, Mr. Wafer, came to a fad difafter 
here. Drying his powder, a carelefs fellow pafied 
by with his pipe lighted, and fet fire to it, which 
blew up and fcorched his knee, and reduced him to 
that condition, that he was not able to march, 
wherefore we allowed him a flave to carry his things 
being all of us the more concerned at the accident 5 
becaufe we were liable ourlelves every moment to 
misfortune, and none to look after us but him. 
This Indian plantation was feated on the bank of 
the river Congo, in a very fat foil, and thus far we 
might have come in our canoe, if I could have per- 
fuaded them to it. | 

The fixth day we fet out again, having hired ano- 
ther guide. Here we Grft croft the river Congo in 
a canoe, having been from our firft landing on the 
weit fide of the river, and being over, we marched 
to the eaftward two miles, and came to another ri- 
ver, which we forded feveral times, though it was 
very deep. Iwo of our men were not able to 
keep company, with us, but came after us as they 
were able. The laft time we forded the river, it 
was fo deep, that our talleft men ftood in the deep- 
eft place, and: handed the fick, weak, and fhort 
men ;, by which means we all got over {afe, except 
thofe two who were behind. Forefeeing a necef- 
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fity of wading through rivers frequently in our 
march, I took care before 1 Jeft the fhip to pro- 
vide myfelf a large joint of Bambo, which I ftop’d 
at both ends, clofing it with wax, fo as to keep out 
any water. In this I preferved my journal and o- 
ther writings from being wet, tho’ I was ofted fore- 
ed tofwim. When we were over this river we fat 
down to wait the coming of our conforts who were 
left behind, and in half an hour they came. But 
the river by that time was fo high, that they could 
not get over it, neither could we help them over, 
but bid them be of good comfort and ftay till the 
river fell; but we marched two miles farther by the 
fide of the river, and there built our huts, having 
gone this day fix miles. We had fcarce: finifhed 
our huts before the river rofe much higher, and 
overflowing the banks, obliged us to remove into 
higher ground ; but night came on betore we could 
build more huts, fo we lay ftraggling in the woods, 
fome under one tree, fome under another, as we 
could find convenience, which might have been in- 
different comfortable if the weather had been fair ; 
but the greateft part of the night we had extraor- 
dinary hard rain, with much lightning and terri- 
ble claps of thunder. Thefe hardfhips and incon- 
veniencies made us all carelefs, and there was no 
watch kept, (tho’ I believe no-body flept.) So our 
flaves taking opportunity, went away in the night, 
all but one, who was hid in fome hole and knew 
nothing of their defign, or elfe fell afleep. Thole 
that went away, carried with them our furgeons 
gun and all his money. 

The next morning being the 8th day, we went 


to the rivers fide, and found it much fallen; and. 


here our guide would have us ford it again, but be- 
ing deep, and the current running {wift, we could 
not. Then we contrived to fwim over; thofe that 
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could not fwim, we were refolved to help over as 
well as we could; but this was not faceable, tor 
we fhould not be able to get all our things over. 
At length we concluded to fend one man over with 
a line, who fhould hale over all our things frit, 
and then get the men over. This being agreed on, 
one George Gayny took the end of a line, and 
made it taft about his neck, and left the other end 
on fhore, and one man ftood by the line to clear it 
away to him. But when Gayny was in the mid{t 
of the water, the line in drawing after him chance’d 
to kink, or grow entangled, and he that ftood by 
to clear it away, ftopt the line, which turned Gay- 
ny on his back, and he that had the line in his hand 
threw it all into the river after him, thinking he 
might recover himfelf; but the ftream running ve- 
ry {wift, and the man having three hundred dollars 
at his back, was carried down, and never feen more 
by us. Thofe two men whom we leit behind the 
day before, told us afterwards that they found him 
lying dead in a creek, where the eddy had driven 
him on, and the money on his back, but they med- 
dled not with any of it being only in care how to 
work their way thro’ a wild unknown country: [his 
was the fourth man that we loft in this journey, for 
thofe two men that we left the day before did not 
come to us till we were in the north feas, {o we 
yielded them alfo for loft. Being fruftrated of get- 
ting over the river this way, we looked about for 
a tree to fell acrofs the river. At length we found 
one which we cut down, and it reached clear over 3; 
on this we pafled to the other fide, where we found 
a {mall plantain-walk, which we foon ranfacked. 

_ While we were bufy getting plantains, our euide 
was gone, but in lefs than two hours came to us 
again, and brought with him an old Indian; to 
whom. he delivered up his charge; we gave hima 
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hatchet and difmifs’d him, and entered outfelves 
under the conduct of our new guide; who imme- 
diately led us away, and crofled another river, and 
entered into a large valley of the fatteft land I ever 
took notice “of; the trees were not very thick, but 
the largeft that [I faw in all my travels; we faw 
ereat tracks which were made by the pecarees, but 
faw none of them. We marched in this pleafant 
country till about three o’clock in the afternoon, 
in all about four miles, and then arrived at the old 
man’s country houfe, which was only a habitation 
for hunting ; there was a {mall plantain walk, fome 
yams, and potatoes. Mere we took up our quar- 
ters for this day, and refrefhed ourfelves with tuch 
food as the place afforded, and dried our cloaths 
and ammunition. At this place our Indian pro- 
vided to leave us, for’now we thought ourfelves paft 
danger. ‘This was he that was pertuaded to ftay at 
the laft houfe we came from, to marry the young 
man’s fitter ; and we difmifs’d him according to our 
promife. | Spee 

The ninth day the old man conducted us towards 
his own habitation. We marched about five miles 
in this valley, then afcended a hill, and travelling 
about five miles farther over two or three fmall 
hills, before we came to any fettlement. Half a 
‘mile before we came to the plantations, we light of 
a path which carried us to the Indian’s habitations. 
We faw many wooden croffes erected in they way, 
which created fome jealoufy in us that here were 
{ome Spaniards ; therefore we new primed all our 
cuns, and provided ourfelves for an enemy; but 
coming into the town found none but Indians, who 
were all got together in a large houfe to receive us; 
for the old man had a little boy with him, that he 
fent before. 
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They made. us welcome to fuch as they had, 
which was very mean, for thefe were new planta- 
tions, the corn being not eared, Potatoes, yams, 
and plantains they had none, but what they brought 
from their old plantations. There was none of 
them fpoke good Spanifh: two young men could 
{peak a little, which caufed us to take more notice 
of them. ‘To thefe we made a prefent, and defir- 
ed them to get us a guide to conduct us to the 
north fide, or part of the way, which they pro- 
mifed to do themfelves, if we would reward them 
for it, but told us we muft lie ftill till the next day. 
But we thought ourfelves nearer the north fea than 
we were, and propofed to go without a guide, ra- 
ther than ftay here a whole day. However fome 
of our men who were tired refolved to fkay behind; 
and mr. Wafer our furgeon, who marched in great 
pain ever fince his knee was burned with powder, 
was refolved to ftay with them. | | 

The tenth day we got up betimes refolving to 
march, but the Indians oppofed as much as they 
could, but feeing they could not perfuade us to 
ftay, they came with us; and having taken leave 
of our friends, we fet out. | 

Here therefore we left the furgeon and two more 
as we faid, and marched away to. the eattward, 
following our guides. But we often look’d on our 
pocket compafies, and fhewed them to the guides, 
pointing at the way that we would go, which made 
them fhake their heads and fay, they were pretty 
things, but not convenient for us. After we had 
defcended the hills on which the town ftood we 
came down into a valley, and guided ourfelves by 
a river, which we crofied thirty-two times ; and 
having marched nine miles, we built huts and: lay 
there all night. This evening I killed a quam, a 
large bird as big asa turkey, wherewith we treated 
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our guides, for we brought no provifion with us. 
This night our lait flave ran away. 

The eleventh day we marched ten miles farther, 
and built buts at night, but went fupperlefs to bed. 

The twelfth in the morning we crofled a deep 
river, pafling over it on a tree, and marched ieven 
miles in alow fwampy ground, and came to the fide 
of a great deep river, but could not get over. We 
built huts upon its banks and lay there all night, 
upon our barbecus, or frames of fticks raifed about 
three foot from the ground. 

The thirteenth day, when we turned out, the ri- 
ver had overflow’d it banks, and was two feet deep 
in our huts, and our guides went from us not tel- 
ling us their intent, which made us think they were 
returned home again. Now we began to repent 
our hafte in coming from the laft fettlements, for 
we had no food fince we came from thence. Indeed 
we got macaw-berries in this place, wherewith we 
fatished ourfelves this day, though coarfley. 

The fourteenth day in morning betimes, our 
guides came to us again ; and the waters being fal- 
len within their bounds, they carried us to a tree 
that ftood on the bank of the river, and told us if 
we could fell that tree crofs it, we might pals, if 
not, we could pafs no further. Therefore, we fet 
two. of the belt axmen that we had, who fell’d it 
exactly crofs the river, and the boughs juft reached F 
over, on this we paffed very fafe. We afterwards at | 
crofied another river three times, with much difh- 
culry, and at three o’clock in the afternoon we | 
came to an Indian fettlement, where we met a drove i 
of monkeys, killed four of them, and ftayed here 4 
all night ; having marched this day fix miles. Here i 
we got plantains enough, and a kind reception of 
the Indian that lived here all alone, except one boy | 
to wait on him. 


~The | 
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The fifteenth day when we fet out, the kind Tn- 
dian and his boy went with us in a canoe, and fet 
us over fuch places as we could not ford: and be-, 
ing paft thofe great rivers, he returned back again, 
having helped us at leaft two mile. We marched 
afterwards five mile, and came to large plantain 
walks, where we took. up our quarters that night ; 
we there fed plentifully on plantains, both ripe and 
ereen, and had fair weather all the day and night. 
T think thefe were the largeft plantain-walks, and 
the biggelt plaintains that ever I faw, but no houfe 
near them: We gathered what we pleafed by our 
guides orders. ihe Gn, 

The fixteenth day we marched three mile, and 
came to a large fettlement, where we abode all day: 
Not a man of us but wifhed the journey at an end, 
our feet being bliftered, our thighs ftript with wad- 
ing through fo many rivers, and the way being al- 
mot continually through rivers or pathlefs woods, 
Tn the afternoon five of us went to feek for game, 
and killed three monkeys, which we dreffed for 
fupper. Here we firft began to have fair weather, 
which continued till we came to the north feas. 

The eighteenth day we fer out at ten o’clock, and 
the Indians with five canoes carried us a league up 
a river; and when we landed, the kind Indians went 
with us and carried our burthens. We marched 
shree mile farther and then built our hutts, having - 
rravelled from the laft fettlements fix miles. 

The nineteenth day our guides loft their way, 
and we did not march above two miles. 

The twentieth day by twelve o’clock we came to 
Cheapo river. The rivers we crofied hitherto run all 
=oto the fouth feas; and this ‘of Cheapo was the laft 
we met with, that run that way. Here an old man 
who came from the laft fettlements, diftributed his 
burthen of plantains amongt{t us, and iia his 

leave, 
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leave, returned home. Afterwards we forded the 
river, and marched to the foot ofa very high moun- 
tain, where we lay-all night. This day we marched 
about nine miles. 

The twentyfirft day fome of the Indians returned 
back, and we marched up a very high mountain ; 
being on the top, we went fome miles on a ridge, 
fteep on both fides; then deicended a little, and came 
to a fine fpring, where we lay all night, having gone 
this day about nine miles, the weather ftill very fair 
and clear. - . . 

The tweaty fecond day we marched over another 
very high mountain, keeping on the ridge five miles. 
When we came to the north end, we, to our great 
comfort, faw the fea; then we defcended and part- 
ed ourfelves into three companies, and lay by the 
fide of a river, which was the firft we met that runs 
into the north fea. 

The twenty third day we came through feveral 
large plantain walks, and at ten o’clock came to.an 
Indians habitation, not far from the north fea. Here 
we got canoes to carry us down the river Conception 
to the fea fide; having gone this day feven miles, 
We found a great many Indians at the mouth of 
this river. They bad fettled themfelves here for the 
benefit of trade with the privateers; and their com- 
modities were yams, potatoes, plantains, Sugar, 
canes, fowls, and eggs. | 

Thefe Indians told us, that there had been a great 
many Englifh and French thips here, which were all 
gone but one Barco-longo, a French privateer that 
Jay at La-Sounds key or ifland. This iflandis about 
three leagues from the mouth of the river Concep- 
tion, and is one of the Samballos, a range of iflands 
reaching for about twenty leagues, from point Sam- 
ballos to Golden Ifland eaftward, Thefe iflands or 
keys, as we call them, were firft made the rendez- 
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vous of privateers in the year 1679, being very con~ 
venient for careering, and had names civen to fome 
of them by the captains of the privateers; as this 

L.a-Sounds key particularly. | 
Thus we finifhed our journey from the fouth fea 
to the north in twenty three days; in which time 
by my account, we travelled one hundred and ten 
miles, crofling fome very high mountains ; but our 
common march was in the valleys among deep and 
dangerous rivers. At our firft landing in this coun- 
try, we were told that the Indians were our ene- 
mies; we knew the rivers to be deep, the wet fea- 
fon to be coming on; yet, excepting thofe we left 
behind, we loft but one man, who was drowned as 
I faid. Cur firft landing place on the fouth coat 
was very difadvantageous, for we travelled at leaft 
fifty miles more than we need to have done, could 
we have gone up Cheapo river, or Santa Maria ri- 
ver; for at either of thele places a man may pafs 
from fea to fea in three days time with eafe. The 
Indians can do it ina day anda half, by which you 
may fee how eafy it is for a party of men to travel 
over. I mutt confefs the Indians did aflitt us very 
much, and I quefticn whether ever we had got over 
without their affiftance, becaufe they brought us 
from time to time to their plantations, where we al- 
ways cot provifion, which elfe we fhould have want- 
ed. » But if a party of five or fix hundred men, or 
more, were minded to travel from the north to the 
fouth feas, they may do it without afking leave of 
the Indians ; though it be much better to be triends 

with then er | 
On the'twentyfourth of May, (having jain’ one 
night at the river's mouth) we all went on board the 
privateer, who lay at La-Sounds key, It was 4 
French veflel, captain Triftian commander. ‘The 
firft thing we did was to get fuch things as we could 
; to 
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to gratify our Indian guides, for we were refolved 
to reward them to their hearts content. This we 
did by giving, them beads, knives, fciffars, and look- 
ing-glafles, which we bought of the privateers crew, 
and half a dollar a man from each of us; which 
we would have beftowed in goods alfo, but could 
not get any, the privateer having no more toys. 
‘They were fo well fatisfied with thefe, that they re- 
turned with joy to their friends ; and were very kind 
to our conforts whom we left behind; as Mr. Wafer 
our furgeon and the reft of them told us, when 
they came to us fome months afterwards, as fhall 
be faid hereafter. 

J might have given a further account of feveral 
things relating to this country ; the inland parts of 
which are fo little known to the Europeans. But | 
fhall leave this province to Mr. Wafer, who made 
a longer abode in it than I, and is better able to do 
it than any man I know, and is now preparing a 

particular defcription of this country for the preis. 


CH AB. xX. 


The Authors cruifing with the privateers in the North 
Seas, among the Wett India iflands and coafts, and 
arrival in Virginia. 


HE privateer on board which we went being 
A ba now cleaned, and our Indian guides thus fa- 
tisfied and fet athore, we fet fail in two days for 
Springer’s key, another of the Samballos ifles, and 
about feven or eight leagues from La-Sound’s key. 
Here lay eight fail of privateers more, viz. Captain 
Coxon, ten guns, one hundred men. Captain Payne, 
ten guns, one hundred men. Captain Wright, a 
Barcolongo, four guns, forty men. Captain Wil- 
liams, a {mall Barcolongo, Englifh commenders 
and. Englifhmen. | Captain 
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Captain Yankes, a Barcolongo, four guns, about 


fixty men, Englith, Dutch, and French, himfelf a 
Dutchman.» 3 
Captain Archemboe, eight guns, forty men. 
Captain Tucker, fix guns, feventy men. Captain 
Rofe, a Barcolongo, F rench commanders and men. 
An hour before we came to the Fleet, captain 
Wright, who had been fent to Chagre river, arriv- 
éd at Springer’s key, with a large canoe or periago 
laden with flower, which he took there. Some of 
the prifoners belonging, to the periago,’ came from 
Panama not above fix days before he took her, and 
told the news of our coming over land, and like- 
wife related the condition and ftrength of Panama, 
which was the main thing they enquired after 5 for 
Caprain Wright was lent thicher purpofely to get a 
prifoner that was able to inform them of the 
ftrenoth of that city, becaufe thefe privateers de- 
figned to join all their force, and by the affiflance 
of the Indians, (who had promifed to be their guides) 
to march over Jand to Panama; and there is no 


other way of getting prifoners for that purpofe, but » 


oo 
by abfconding between Chagre and Portobello, be- 


caufe there are much goods brought that way from 


Panama, efpecially when the armada lieth at Porto- _ 


bello, All the commanders were aboard of captain 
Wright when we came into the fleet; and were 
mighty inquifitive of the prifoners to know the 
truth of what they related concerning us. »But as 


{oon asithey knew we were come, they immediately. 


came aboard of captain Triftian, being: all over- 
joyed to fee US, for captain Coxon, and many 
others, having left us in che fouth feas about twelve 
months fince, had never heard what became of us 
fince that time. They enquired of us what we did 
there ? how we lived ? how far we had-been ? and 
what difcoveries we made in thoie {eas > After we 
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had anfwered thefe general queftions, they began to 
be ‘more particular in examining us cencerning our 
paflage through the country from the fvuth feas. 
We related the whole matter, giving them an ac- i 
count of the fatigues of our march, and the incon- | 
veniencies we fuffered by the rains, which dif- Hit 
heartned them quite from that defign. eas 
Then they propofed feveral other places where 
fuch a party of men as were now got together 
might make a voyage; but the objections of fome 
or other {till hindered any proceeding ; for the pri- 
vateers have an account of moft towns within twen- 
ty leagues of the fea, on all the coaft from Trini- 
dada down to La Vera Cruz; and are able to give 
a near guefs at the ftrength and riches of them ; 
becaufe they make it their bufinefs to examine all 
prifoners that fall into their hands, concerning the 
country, town, or city that they belong to; whe- 
ther born there, or how long they have known it ; 
how many families? whether moft Spaniards, or 
whether the major part are not copper-colour’d ¢ 
as Mulattoes, Muftefoes, or Indians ? whether rich, 
‘and what their riches confiftin? and what their 
chiefeft manufa@tures? If fortified, how many 
great guns, and what number of {mall arm > Whe- 
ther it is poflible to come undefcried on them? how 
many look-outs or fentinels? for fuch the Spaniards ) 
always keep ; and how the look-outs are placed ? H| 
Whether poffible to avoid the look-outs, or to take - i 
them? If any river or creck comes near ifsnOr ! e 
where the beft landing? with innumerable other | 
~fuch queftions, which their curiofity leads them to | va E ee 
a. 
| 


demand. And if they have had any former ac- 
‘count of fach places from other prifoners, they a 
compare one with the other, then examine again, im 
and enquire if he or any of them are capable to be | 
guides to conduct a party of men thither, if not, 
No. 6. L where 
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where and how any prifoner may be taken that may 
do it; and from thence they afterwards lay their 
fchemes to profecute whatever defign they take in 
hand. 

It was feven or eight days before any refolution 
was taken, yet confultations were held every day. 
The French feemed very forward to go to any town 
that the Englifh could or would propofe, becaufe 
the governor of Petit-Guavas (from whom the pri- 
vateers take commiffions) had recommended a gen- 
tleman lately come from France to be general of 
the expedition, and fent word by captain Tucker, 
with whom this gentleman came, that they fhould, 
if poffible, make an attempt on fome town before 
he returned again. The Englith, when they were 
in company with the French, feemed to approve of 
what the French faid, but never looked on that ge- 
neral to be fit for the fervice in hand. 

At length it was concluded to go to a town, 
the name of which I have forgot; it lies a great 
way in the country, but not fuch a tedious march 
as it would be from hence to Panama, Our way 
to it, lay up Carpenter’s river, which is about fixty 
leagues to the weftward of Porto Bello. Our great- 
eft obftruction in this defign was our want of boats, 
therefore it was concluded to go with all our fleet 
to St. Andero a {mall uninhabited ifland lying near 
the ifle of Providence, to the weftward, in 13 deg. 
15 min. north lat. and from Porto Bello N. N. W. 
about feventy leagues, where we fhould be but a 
little way from Carpenter's river. And befides, at 
this ifland we might build canoes, it being plenti- 
fully ftored with large cedars for fuch a purpofe ; 
and for this reafon the Jamaica-men come hither 
frequently to build floops, cedar being very fit for 
building, and to be had here at free.coit, befides 
other wood. Jamaica is well {tored with cedars of 

its 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 163 


its own, chiefly among the rocky mountains ; thefe 
alfo of St. Andero grow in ftoney ground, and are 
the largeft that ever I knew or heard of ; the bo- 
dies alone being ordinarily forty or fifty feet long, 
many fixty or feventy, or upwards, and of a pro- 
portionable bignefs. The Bermudas ifles are well 
ftored with them; fo is Virginia, which is general- 
ly a fandy foil. I faw none in the Eaft Indies, nor 
in the fouth fea coaft, except on the Ifthmus as I 
came over it. We reckon the periagos and canoes 
that are made of cedar to be the beft of any; they 
are nothing but the tree itfelf made hollow boat- 


wife, with a flat bottom, and the canoe generally © 


fharp at both ends, the periago at one only, with 
the other end flat. But what is commonly faid of 
cedar, that the worm will not touch it, is a mif- 

take, for I have feen it very much worm-eaten. 
All things being thus concluded on, we failed 
from hence, directing our courfe toward St. Andero, 
and kept company the firft day, but at night it 
blew a hard gale at N. E. and fome of our hips 
bore away: the next day others were forced to 
leave us, and the fecond night we loft all our com- 
pany. I was now belonging to captain Archemboe, 
for all the reft of the fleet were over-manned : cap- 
tain Archemboe wanting men, we that came out 
of the fouth feas muft either fail with him, or re- 
main among the Indians. Indeed we found no 
caufe to diflike the captain ; but his French feamen 
were the faddeft creatures that ever | was among, 
for though we had bad weather that required ma- 
ny hands aloft, yet the greater part of them never 
ftirred out of their hammocks, but to eat or eafe 
themfelves. We made a fhift to find the ifland the 
fourth day, where we met captain Wright, who 
came thither the day before; and had taken a Spa- 
nith tartan, wherein were thirty men, all well arm- 
Lines ed; 
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ed: She had four patereroes, and fome long ouns 
placed on fwivels on the cunnel, and fought an hour 
before fhe yielded. The news they related was, 
that they came from Carthagena in company with 
eleven Armadillas (which are fmall veffels of war) 
to feek for the fleet of privateers lying in the Samba- 
las : that they parted from the Armadillas two days 
before : that they were ordered to fearch the Sam- 
balas for us, and if they did not find us, then they 
were ordered to go to Porto-bello, and lie there till 
they had farther intelligence of us: and they fup- 
poled thefe Armadillas to be now there. 

We that came over land out of the fouth feas 
being weary of living among the French, defired 
captain Wright to fit up his prize the Tartan, and 
make a man of war of her for us, which he at firft 
feemed to decline, becaufe he was fettled among 
the French in Hifpaniola, and was very well be- 
loved both by the governor of Petit-Guavas, and 
all the gentry ; and they would refent it much, that 
captain Wright, who had no occafion for men, 
fhould be fo unkind to captaia Archemboe, as to 


feduce his men from him; he being fo poorly man- 


ned that he could hardly fail his fhip with his 
Frenchmen. We told him we would no longer re- 
main with captain Archemboe, but would eo afhore 


there, and build canoes to tranfport ourielves down 


to the Mofkitoes, if he would not entertain US$ 
for privateers men are not obliged to any fhip, but 
free to go afhore where they pleafe, or to go into 
any other fhip that will entertain them, only paying 
for their provifion. : | 

When captain Wright faw our refolutions, he 


agreed with us on condition we fhould be under his 


command, as one fhips company, to which we 
unanimoufly confented. : gh 
We 
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We ftaid here about ten days, to fee if any more 
of our fleet would come to us; but there’ came no 
more of us to the ifland but three, viz. captain 
Wright, captain Archemboe, and captain Tucker. 
Therefore we concluded the reft were bore away ei- 
ther for Bocca-toro, or Blewfield river on the main, 
and we defigned to feck them. We had fine wea- 
ther while we lay here, only fome tornadoes, or 
thunder-fhowers : But in this ifle of St. Andero, 
there being neither fifth, fowl, nor deer, and there- 
fore but an ordinary place for us, who had but little 
provifion, we failed from hence again in queft of 
our feattered fleet, direGting our courfe for fome 
iflands lying near the main, called by the priva- 
teers the Corn iflands; being in hopes to get corn 
there. Thefe iflands I take to be the fame which 
are generally called in the maps the Pearl iflands, 
lying about the lat. of 12 d. ro m. north. Here 
we arrived the next day, and went afhore on one 
of them, but found none of the inhabitants ; for 
here are but a few poor naked Indians that live 
here; who have been fo often plundered by the 

rivateers that they have but little provifion, and 
when they fee a fail they hide themfelves, other- 
wife fhips that come here would take them, and 
make flaves of them; and I have feen fome of 
them that have been flaves. They are people of a 
mean ftature, yet ftrong limbs ; they are of a dark 
copper colour, black hair, full round faces, {mall 
black eyes, their eye-brows hanging over their eyes, 
—Jow foreheads, fhort thick nofes, not high, but 

flattifh ; full lips, and fhort chins. They: have a 


fafhion. | 
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fafhion to cut holes in the lips of 
the boys when they are young, 
clofe to their chin; which they 
keep open with little pegs till 
they are fourteen or fitteen years 
old: then they wear beards in 
them, made of turtle or tortoife- 
fhell, in the form you fee in the 
margin. The little notch at the 
upper end they put in through 
the lip, where it remains between 
the teeth and the lip ; the under 
part hangs down over their chin. This they com- 
monly wear all day, and when they fleep take it out. 
They have likewife holes bored in their ears, both 
men and women, when young; and by continual 
{tretching them with great pegs; they grow to be 
as big as a mill’d five fhilling piece: Herein they 
wear pieces of wood cut very round and {mooth, 
fo that their ear feems to be all wood, with a little: 
{kin about it. Another ornament the women ufe 
is about their legs, which they are very curious 1n ; 
for from the infancy of the girls, their mothers 
make faft a piece of cotton cloath about the fmall 
of their leg, from the ankle to the calf, very hard, 
which makes them a very full calf; this they wear 
to their dying day. Both men and women go nak- 
ed, only a clout about their waftes, yet they have 
but little feet. though they go bare-foot. FE inding 
no provilion here, we failed toward Blewfield river, 
where we careened our tartan; and there captain 
Archemboe and captain Tucker left us, and went 
towards Bocca-toro. . vay 
“This BlewGelds river comes out between the ri- 
vers of Nicaragua and Veragua. At its mouth is 
a fine fandy bay, where barks may clean :*it Is 
deep at its mouth, but fhoal within ; fo that fhips 
cannot 
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cannot enter, yet barks of fixty of feventy tons may. 
It had this name from captain Blewfield, a famous 
privateer who lived on Providence ifland long he- 
fore Jamaica was taken. This ifland of Providence 
was fettled by the Englifh, and belonged to the 
earls of Warwick. , 

In this river we found a canoe coming down the 
ftream ; and though we went with our canoes to 
feek for inhabitants, yet we found none, but faw 
in two or three places figns that Indians had made 
on the fide of the river. The canoe which we 
found was but meanly made for want of tools, 
therefore we concluded thefe Indians had no com- 
merce with the Spaniards, nor with other Indians 
that have | | 

While we lay here, our Mofkito men went in 
their canoe, and ftruck us fome manatee, or fea- 
cow. Befides this Blewfield’s river, I have feen of 
the manatee in the bay of Campeachy, on the coafts 
of Bocca del Drago, and Bocca del Toro, in the ri- 
ver of Darien, and among the fouth keys or little 
‘flands of Cuba. I have heard of a few being found 
on the north of Jamaica, and in the rivers of Suri- 
nam great multitudes, which is very low land. I 
have feen of them alfo at Mindanao one of the 
Phillipine iflands, and on the coaft of NewHolland. 
This creature is about the bignefs of a horfe, and 
ten or twelve feet long. The mouth of it is much 
like the mouth of a cow, having great thick lips. 
The eyes are no bigger than a {mall pea; the ears 
are only two fmall holes on each fide of the head ; 
the neck is fhort and thick, bigger than the head ; 
the biggeft part of this creature is at the fhoulders, 
where it hath two large fins, one on each fide of its 
belly ; under each of thefe fins the female has a 
{mall dug or teat to fuckle her young ; from the 
fhoulders towards the tail it retains its bignefs for 
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about a foot; then grows {maller and {maller to the 

the very tail, which is flat, about fourteen inches 

. broad and twenty long, and in the! middle four or 

i five inches thick, but about the edges of it not a- 
bove two inches thick ; from the head to the tail 1 
is round and f{mooth without any. fin but thofe two 
before mentioned, I have heard that fome have 
weighed above twelve hundred pounds, but I never 
faw any fo large.:The manatee:delights to live 
in brackifh water, and is commonly in creeks and 
rivers near the fea. ?Tis for. this reafon poffibly 
they are not {een in the fouth feas (that ever I could 
obferve): where thecoaft is generally.a bold fhore, 
that is, high land and deep water clofe home to it, 
with a high fea or great furges, except in the bay 
of Panama; yet even there is.nd manatee.. Where- 
ag the Weft Indies, being as it were, one greati bay 
compofed of ‘many {maller, are moftly low land 
and fhoal water, and afford proper pafture (asl 
may fay). for the smanatee.. Sometimes we find 
them in falt- water, fometimes: in frefh, but never 
far at fea: and thofe that live in the fea at fuch 
places where there is no river nor-creek fit for them 
to enter, commonly cume ‘once or twice in twenty 
four hours tothe mouth of any frefh water river 
that is ‘near their place of abode. They live on 
erafs {even or eight inches long, andvof a narrow 
blade, which grows in the fea in many places, ‘efpe- 
cially among iflands near the main. «This grafs 
‘grows likewife in creeks, or near the fides of» great 
rivers, in fuchoplaces where there is but little tide 
sor-current. They never come afhore, nor into 
fhallower water than wherethey can fwim. Their 
flefh is white, bothothe fat and the lean, andextra- 
ordinary {weet wholefome meat. The ‘tailyof a 
cyoutig ‘cow is nioft efteem’ds but if. old, both 
head and ‘tail'are very tough. A calf that fucks is 
? : | iy? the 
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the moft delicate meat ; privateers commonly roaft 
them, as they do alfo great pieces cut out of the 
bellies of the old ones. yt 
The fkin of the manatee is of great ufe to priva- 
teers, for they cut them into ftraps, which they 
make faft on the fides of their canoes, through 
which they put their oars in’ rowing, inftead of 
tholes or pegs. The fkin of the bull, or of the 
back of the cow is too thick for this ufe; but of 
it they make horfe-whips, cutting them two or three 
feet long 5 at the handle they leave the full fub- 
ftance of the fkin, and from thence cut 1t° away 
tapering, but very even and iquare all the four 
fides: » While the thongs are green, they twift them 
and hang them to dry; which in a weeks time be- 
comeé:as’ hard as wood.’ The Mofkito-men have 
always a {mall canoe for their ufe to ftrike fifh, tor- 
toife;or manatee, which they keep ufually to:them- 
felves, and very neat and clean. They ufe no oars 
but paddles, the broad part of which does not go 
tapering towards the ftaff, pole; or handle of it, as 
in the oar; noridocthey ufe it in the fame manner, 
by laying it on the fide of the veffel, but hold it. 
perpendicularly, griping the ftaff hard with both 
hands, and putting back the water by main ftreneth, 
andivery quick ftrokes.. One of the Mofkitos (for 
there go but two:in avcanoe) fits in the ftern, the 
other kneels down in theshead, and both paddle till 
they come to the place where they expect their 
game. Then they lie ftill or paddle very foitly, 
Jooking well about them, and he that is in the head 
‘of |the canoe lays down his paddle, and ftands up 
withvhis ftriking ftaff in his hand. This ftaff is a- 
bout eight feet long, almoft.as big as a man’s arm, 
atthe great end, in which there is a hole to place 
his harpoon in. At the other end of his ftaff there 
isa piece of light wood called bobwood, Ca 
| ) hole 
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hole in it, through which the {mall end of the ftaff 
comes, and on this piece of bobwood, there is a 
line of ten or twelve fathoms wound neatly about, 
and the end of the line made faft to it. The other 
end of the line is made faft to the harpoon, which 
is at the great end of the ftaff, and the Mofkito- 
man keeps about a fathom of it loofe in his hand. 
When he ftrikes, the harpoon prefently comes out 
of the ftaff, and as the manatee fwims away, the 
line runs of from the bob; and although at firft 
both ftaff and bob may be carried under water, yet 
as the line runs off it will rife again. Then the 
Mofkito-men paddle with all their might to get hold 
of the bob again, and fpend ufually a quarter of 
an hour before they get it. When the manatee be- 
gins to be tired, it lies ftill, and then the Mofkito- 
men paddle to the bob and take it up, and begin to 
hale in the line. When the manatee feels them, he 
fwims away again, with the canoe after him 5 then 
he that fteers muft be nimble to turn the head of the 
canoe that way that his confort points, who being 
in the head of the canoe, and holding the line, both 
fees and feels which way the manatee is {wimming. 
Thus the canoe is towed with a violent motion, till 
the manatee’s ftrength decays. Then they gather 
in the line, which they are often forced to let all go 
to the very end. At length when rhe creature’s 
ftrength is {fpent, they hale it up to the canoe’s fide, 
and knock it on the head, and tow it to the neareft 
fhore where they make it faft and feek for another 5 
which having taken, they go on fhore with it to 
put it into their canoe, for it is fo heavy that they 
cannot lift it in, but they hale it up in fhoal water, 
as near the fhore as they can, and then overfet the 
canoe, lying on one fide clofe to the manatee, and 
roll it in, which brings the canoe upright again, 
and when they have heav’d out the water, they 
faften 
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fatten a line to the other manatee that lies afloat, 
and tow it after them. I have known 2 Mofkito-men 
for a week every day bring on board two manatee in 
this manner; the leaft of which hath not weighed 
lefs than fix- hundred pounds, and that in a very 
fmall canoe, that three Englifhmen would {carce 
adventure to goin. When they ftrike a cow that 
hath a young one, they feldom mifs the calf, for 
fhe commonly takes her young under one of her 
fins. But if the calf is fo big that fhe cannot carry 
it, or fo frightened that fhe only minds to fave her 
own life, yet the young never leaves her till the 
Mofkito-men have an opportunity to {trike her. 
The manner of ftriking manatee and tortoife is 
much the fame; only when they feck for manatee 
they paddle fo gently, that they make no noife, 
and never touch the fide of the canoe with their 
paddle, becaufe it is a creature that hears very 
well. But they are not fo nice when they feck for 
tortoife, whofe eyes are better than his ears. ‘They 
{trike the tortoife with a fquare fharp iron peg, the 
other with a harpoon. The Mofkito-men make 
their own ftriking inftruments, as 
hharpoons, fifh-hooks, and tortoife- 
irons or pegs. Thefe pegs, or 
tortoife-irons are made four- 
{quare, fharp at one end, and not 
much above an inch in length, of 
fuch a figure as you fee in the 
margin. The fmall fpike at the 
broad end hath the line faftened 
to it, and goes alfo into a hole at 
the end of the ftriking-ftaff, which 
when the tortoife is ftruck flies off, the iron and 
end of the line faftened to it going quite within the 


fhell, where it is fo burried that the tortoife cannot 
-poflibly efcape. 


‘They 
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They make their lines both for fifhing and ftrik- 
ing with the bark of mahot, or fea mangrove, which 
ss a fort of tree or fhrub that grows plentifully all 
over the Weft Indies, and whofe bark is made up 
of very ftrong f{trings oF threads. You may draw 
se off either in flakes or {mall threads, as you have 
eccafion.. * Vis fit for any manner of cordage; and 
privateers often make their rigging of it. So much 
by way of diggrefiion.: wag stse aro ae 

“When we had cleaned our tartane we failed from 
hence, bound for Boca-toro, which is an opening 
between two’ iflands about 10 deg. 10.,min. north 
lat. between ‘the rivers of Veragua and Chagre. 
Llete we met with captain Yanky,.who told us that 
ehere had been -aifieet of Spanilh armadilloes to feek 
ws: that captain Triftian having fallen to leeward, 
was coming toBoca-toro, and fell in amongft them, 
fuppofing them to be our fleet: that they fired and 
chated hin, but he rowed and towed, and they 
fuuppofed he got away: that captain Pain was like- 
wife chafed by them and captain Williams, and 
that they had not feen them fince they lay within 
the iflands ; that «the Spaniards never came in to 
him ; and that captain Coxon was in at the careen- 
ing place. BS hd 

This Boca-toro is’ a place: that the privateers ufe 
to refort to, as much as any place on all the coalt, 
because here is plenty of green tortoile, and a good 
careening, place. The Indians here have no com- 
merce with the Spaniards but are very barbarous, 
and will not be dealt with. They have deftroyed 
many privateers, as they did not long after this 
fome of captain Pain’s men; who having builta 
‘sear afhore’ to -—put his goods in while he careened 
‘his fhip, and fome men lying there with their arms, 
“nthe night. the Indians crept foftly into the tent, 
and cut off the heads of three or four men, and 

made 
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made their efcape; nor was this the firft time they 
had ferved the privateers fo. There grow on this 
coaft venellas in great quantity, with which choco- 
late is perfumed. Thefe I fhall defcribe elfewhere. 
Our fleet being thus fcattered, there were now 
no hopes of getting together again , therefore every 
one did what they thought moft conducing to ob- 
tain their ends. Captain Wright, with whom I 
now was, was refolved to cruize on the coaft of 
Carthagena; and it being now almoft the welterly 
wind feafon, we failed from hence, and captain 
Yanky with us; we contorted, becaufe captain 
Yanky had no commiffion, and was afraid the 
French would take away his bark. We pafled by 
Scuda, a fmall ifland (where ’tis faid Sir Francis 
Drake’s bowels were buried} and came to a {mall 
river to the weftward of Chagre; where we took 
two new canoes, and carried them with us into the 
Samballas. . We had the wind at weft, with rauch 
rain; which brought us to Point-Samballas. . Here 
captain Wright and captain Yanky left us in the 
tartane to fix the canoes, while they went on the 
coaft of Carthagena to feek for provifion. We 
cruifed in among the iflands, and kept ourMofkito- 
men, or ftrikers out, who brought aboard fome 
half-grown tortoife; and fome of us went afhore 
every day to hunt for what we could find in the 
woods: Sometimes we got to peccaree, Wwalrce, 
or deer; at other times we light on a drove of 
large fat monkeys, or quames, currafoes, Ceach a 
large fort of fowl) pidgeons, parrots, of turtle- 
doves. We lived very well on what we got, 
not ftaying long in one place; but fometimes we 
would go on the iflands, where there grow great 
groves of fapadillos, which is a fort of fruit much 
like a pear, but more juicy; and under thofe 
trees we found plenty of foldiers,’a little kind of 
animals 
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animals that live in fhells, and have two great 
claws like a crab, and are good food. One time 
our men found a great many large ones, and being 
fharp-fet had them dreffed, but moft of them were 
very fick afterwards, being poifoned by them: 
For on this ifland were many manchaneel trees, 
whofe fruit is like a fmall crab and {mells very 
well, but they are not wholefome; and we com- 
monly take care of meddling with any animals that 
eat them. And this we take for a general rule; 
when we find any fruits that we have not feen be- 
fore, if we fee them peck’d by birds, we may free- 
ly eat, but if we fee no {uch fign we let them alone, 
for of this fruit no birds will tafte. Many of thete 
lands have of thefe manchaneel-trees growing on 
them. 

Thus cruifing in among thefe iflands, at length 
we came again to La Sound’s key ; and the day be- 
fore having met with a Jamaica floop that was 
come on the coaft to trade, fhe went with us. Jt 
was in the evening when we came to an anchor, 
and the next morning we fired two guns for the In- 
dians that lived on the main to come aboard ; for 
by this time we concluded we fhould hear from our 
five men, that we left in the heart of the country 
among the Indians, this being about the latter end 
of Auguft, and it was the beginning of May when 
we parted from them. According to our expecta- 
tion the Indians came aboard, and brought our 
friends with them. Mr. Wafer wore a clout about 
him, and was painted like an Indian; and he was 
{ome time aboard before I knew him. One of them, 
name Richard Cobfon, died within three or four 
days after, and was buried on [La Sound's key. 

After this we went to other keys, to the eaft- 
ward of thefe, to meet captain Wright and captain 
~-Yanky, who met with a fleet of Pereagoes laden 
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with Indian corn, hog, and fowls, going to Car- 
thagena; being convoyed by a {mall armadilla of 
two guns and fix pereagoes. Her they chafed a- 
fhore, and moft of the patereroes ; but got two of 
them off, and brought them away. 

Here captain Wright’s and captain Yanky’s barks 
were clean’d; and we ftock’d ourfelves with corn, 
and then went towards the coaft of Carthagena. In 
our way thither we pafled by the river of Darien ; 
which is very broad at the mouth, but not above 
fix feet of water on a fpring-tide ; for the tide rifeth 
but little here. Captain Coxon, about fix months 
before we came out of the fouth feas, went up this 
river with a party of men: Every man carried a 
{mall ftrong bag to put his gold in; expecting 
great riches there, though they got little or none. 
They rowed up about one hundred leagues before 
_ they came to any fettlement, and then found fome 
Spaniards, who lived there to truck with the In- 
dians for gold ; there being gold fcales in every 
houfe. The Spaniards admired how they came to 
far from the mouth of the river, becaufe there are 
a fort of Indians living between that place and the 
fea, who are very dreadful to the Spaniards, and 
will not have any commerce with them, nor with 
any white people. They ufe tubes about eight 
foot long, out of which they blow poifoned darts ; 
and are fo filent in their attacks on their enemies, 
and retreat fo nimbly again, that the Spaniards can 
never find them. Their darts are made of Macaw- 
wood, being about the bignefs and length of a 
knitting needle ; one end is wound about with cot- 
ton, the other end is extraordinary fharp and {mail, 
and is jagged with notches like a harpoon: So that 
whatever it {trikes into, it immediately breaks off, 
by the weight of the bigeft end; which it is not of 
ftrength to bear, (being made fo flender for that 
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is very difficult to be got out again, 
by reafon of thofe notches. Thefe Indians have al- 
ways war with ourDarien friendly Indians, and live 
on both fides of the river 50 or 60 leagues from the 
fea, but not near the mouth of the river. There 
are abundance of manatee in this river, and fome 
‘creeks belonging to it. This relation I had from 
feveral men who accompanied captain Coxon in 
that difcovery ; and from Mr. Cook in particular, 
who was with them, and is a very intelligent per- 
fon: he is now chief mate of a fhip bound toGuinea. 
To return therefore to the profecution of our 
voyage; meeting with nothing of note, we-pafied 
by Carthagena ; which is a city fo well known, that 
I fhallfay nothing of it. “We failed by in fight of 
it, for it lies open to the fea and had a fair view 
of Madre de Popa, or Nueftra Senora de Popa, a 
monaftery of the Virgin Mary’s, ftanding on the 
top of a very fteep hill juft behind Carthagena. It 
is a place of incredable wealth, by reafon of the of- 
ferings made here continually ; and for this reafon 
often in danger of being vifited by the privateers, 
did not the neighbourhood of Carthagena keep 
them “in awe. Lis, in fhort, the very loretto of 
the Weft Indies ; and hath innumerble. miracles re- 
lated of it. Any misfortune that befals the priva- 
‘teers is attributed to this lady’s doing; and ‘the 
Spaniards report chat fhe was abroad that night the 
Oxford man of war was blown up at the ifle of Vac- 
ca near Hifpaniola, and that fhe came home all 
wet; as, belike, fhe often returns with her cloaths 
dirty and torn with pafling through the woods, and 
‘vad ways, when fhe has been out upon an expedi- 
tion; deferving: doubtlefs a new fuit for fuch emi- 
nent pieces of fervice. | ) jah pale 
Prom hence’we pafled’ on’ to ‘the Rio Grande, 
“where we took up frefh water at fea, a’ league of 
| 4. the 
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the mouth of that river. From thence we failed 
eaftward, pafling by St. Martha, a nee town and 


good harbour belonging to the Spaniards; yet hath 
it within thefe few years been twice taken by the 
privateers. It ftands clofe upon the fea, and the 
hill within land is a very large one, towering up a 
great heighth from a vatt body of land. I am of 
opinion that it is higher than the pike of Teneriff ; 
others alfo that have feen both think the fame, tho’ 
its bignefs makes it heighth lefs fenfible. I have 
feen it in pafling by, thirty leagues off at fea; o- 
thers, as they told me, above fixty ; and feveral 
have told me, that they have feen at once Jamaica, 
Hifpaniola, and the high land of Santa Martha, and 
yet the neareft of thefe two places is diftant from it 
120 leagues; and Jamaica, which is fartheft off, is 
accounted near 150 leagues ; and I queflion whe- 
ther any land on either of thofe two iflands may be 
feen fifty leagues. Its head is generally hid in the 
clouds, but in clear weather, when the top ap- 
pears, it looks white, fuppofed to be covered with 
{now. St. Martha lies in the lat. of 12 deg. north. 

Being advanced five or fix leagues to the eaftward 
of St. Martha, we left our fhips at anchor, and ree 
turned back in our canoes to the river Grande, en- 
tering by a mouth of it that difembogues itfelf near 
St. Martha, purpofing to attempt fome towns that 
lie a pretty way up that river. But this defign 
meeting with difcouragements, we returned to our 
fhips, and fet fail to Rio la Hacha. This hath 
been a {trong Spanifh town, and is well built, but 
being often taken by the privateers, the Spaniards 
deferted it fome time before our arrival, — It hes to’ 
the weftward of a river; and right againft the town 
js a good road for fhips, the bottom clean and 
fandy. The Jamaica floops ufed often to come 
over to trade here; and I am informed that the 
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Spaniards have again fettled themfelves in it, and) 
made it very ftrong. We entered the fort, and 
brought two {mall guns on board, From thence 
we went to the Ranchiera, one or two {mall Indian 
villages, where the Spaniards keep two barks to fith 
for pearl. The pearl-banks lie about four or five. 
leagues off from the fhore, as I have been told ; 
thither the fifhing-barks go and anchor, then the div- 
‘ers go down to the bottom, and fill a bafket, which 
is let down before, with oyfters, and when thefe 
come up, others go down, two ata time; this they 
do till the bark is full, and then go afhore, where 
the old men, women and children of the Indians 
open the oyfters, there being a Spanifh overfeer to 
look after the pearl. Yet thefe Indians very often 
fecure the beft pearl for themfelves, as many Ja- 
maica men can teftify who daily trade with them. 
The meat they ftring up, and hang it to dry. At 
this place we went afhore, where we féund one of 


the barks, and faw great heaps of oyfter-fhells, but | 


the people all fled; yet in another place, between 
this and Rio la Receha, we took fome of the In- 
dians, who feem to be a ftubborn fort of people : 
they are long vilaged, black hair, their nofes fome- 
what rifing in the middle, and of a ftern iook. The 
Spaniards report them to be a very numerous na- 
‘tion, and that they will not fubjeét themfelves to 
their yoke: yet they have Spanifh priefts among 
them, and by trading have brought them. to be 
fomewhat fociable, but cannot keep a fevere hand 
over them. The land is but barren, deing of a 
light fand near the fea, and moft favannah or cham- 
pian, and the grafs but thin and coarfe, yet they 
feed plenty of catcle. Every man knows his own, 
and looks after them, but the land is in common, 
except only their houfes or {mall plantations where 


they live, which every man maintains with fome_ 
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fence about it. They may remove from one place 
to another as they pleafe, no man having a right to 
any land but what he poffeffeth. This part of the 
country is not fubject to rain as to the weftward of 
St. Martha; yet here are tornadoes, or thunder- 
fhowers, but neither fo violent as on the coaft of 
Portobello, nor fo frequent. The wefterly winds 
in the weiterly wind feafon blow here, tho’ not fo 
{trong nor lafting as on the coafts of Carthagena 

and Portobello. | 
When we had fpent fome time here, we return’d 
again towards the coaft of Carthagena, and being 
between Rio Grande and that place, we met with 
wefterly winds, which kept us ftill to the eaftward 
of Carthagena three or four days, and then in the 
morning we defcried a fail off at fea, and chafed her 
till noon; captain Wright who failed bett, came 
up with her, and engaged her, and in half an hour 
atter captain Yanky, who failed better than the 
tartan, the veffel that I was in, came up with her 
likewife, and laid her on board, then capt. Wright 
alfo, and they took her before we came up. They 
loft two or three men, and had feven or eight 
wounded, The prize was a fhip of twelve guns 
‘and forty men, who had all good fmall arms; the 
was laden with fugar and tobacco, and had eight or 
ten tons of marmalett on board; fhe came from 
Saint Jago on Cuba, and was bound to Carthagena, 
We went back with her to Rio Grande, to fix our 
rigging, which was fhattered in the fight, and to 
confider what to do with her, for thefe were com- 
modities of little ufe to us, and not worth going 
into a port with. At Rio Grande, captain Wright 
demanded the prize as his due by virtue of his com- 
miftion ; captain Yanky faid it was his due by the 
. law of privateers, Indeed captain Wright had the 
moft right to her, having by his commiffion pro- 
M 2 tected 
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tected captain Yanky from the French, who would 
have turned him out becaute he had no commiflion, 
and he likewife began to engage her firft. But the 
company were all afraid that captain Wright would 
prefently carry her into a port; therefore moft of 
captain Wright’s men ftuck to captain Yanky, and 
captain Wright lofing his prize burned his own 
bark, and had captain Yanky’s, it being bigger 
than his own; the tartan was fold to a Jamaica 
trader, and captain Yanky commanded the prize 
fhip. We went again from hence to Rio la Hacha, 
and fet the prifoners afhore ; and it being now the 
beginning of November, we concluded to go to 
Curaflow to fell our fugar, if favoured by weflerly 
winds, which were now come in. We failed from 
thence, having fair weather and winds to our mind, 
which brought us to Curaffow, a Dutch ifland. 
Captain Wright went a fhore to the governor, and 
offered him the fale of the fugar; but the governor 


told him he had a great trade with the Spaniards, 


therefore he could not admit us in there, but if we 
would go to St. Thomas, which is an ifland and 
free port belonging to the Danes, and a fanctuary 
for privateers, he would fend a floop with fuch 
goods as we wanted, and money to buy the fugar, 
which he would take at a certain rate, but it was 
not agreed to. | yi 
Curacao or Curaflow, is the only ifland of im- 
portance that the Dutch have in the Weit Indies. 
It is about five leagues in length, and may be nine 
or ten in circumference ; the northermoft point is 
laid down in north lat. 12 deg. 40 min. and it is a- 
bout feven or eight leagues from the main, near 
cape de San Roman. On the fouth fide of the eaft 
end is a good harbour, called Santa Barbara, but 


the chief harbour is about three leagues from the’ 


S. E, end on the fouth fide of it, where the Dutch 
| have 
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have a very good town, and a very: {trong fort. 
Ships bound in thither muft be fure to keep clofe to 
the harbour’s mouth, and have a hawfer or rope 
ready to fend one end afhore to the fort; for there 
is no anchoring at the entrance of the harbour, and 
the current always fets to the weftward. But being 
got in, it is avery fecure port for fhips either to 
careen or lie fafe. At the eaft end are two hills, 
one of them much higher than the other, and f{teep- 
eft toward the north fide. The reft of the ifland is 
indifferent level ; where of late fome rich men have 
made fugar works, which formerly was all pafture 
for cattle; there are alfo fome {mal! plantations of 
potatoes and yams, and they have {till a great many 
cattle on the ifland ; but it is not fo much efteem- 
ed for its produce, as for its fituation for the trade 
with the Spaniards. Formerly the harbour was ne- 
ver without fhips from Carthagena and Portobello, 
that ufed to buy of the Dutch here 1000 or 1500 
negroes at once, befides great quantities of Euro- 
pean commodities ; but of late the trade is fallen 
into the hands of the Englifh at Jamaica; yet ftill 
the Dutch have a vatt ae over all the Weft Indies, 
fending from Holland fhips of good force laden 
with European g eaods, whereby they make very pro- 
fitable returns. “Che Dutch have two other iflands 
here, but of little moment in comparifon of Curaf- 
fow ; the one lies feven or eight leagues to the 
weftward, called Aruba; the other nine or ten 
leagues to the eaftward, called Buen Ayre. From 
thele iflands the Dutch fetch in floops provifion for 
Curaffow, to maintain their garrifon and negroes, 
I was never at Aruba, therefore cannot fay any 
thing of it as to my own knowledge, but by report 
it is much like Buen Ayre, which | fhall defcribe, 
only not fo big. Between Curaffow and Buen Ayre 
is a {mall ifland called Little Curaffow, it is not a» 
M 3 bove 
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bove a league from Great Curaffow. The king of 
France has long had an eye on Curaflow, and made 
{ome attempts to take it, but never yet fucceeded. 
I have heard that about twenty-three or twenty-four 
years fince the governor had fold it to the French, 
but died a {mall time before the fleet came to de- 
mand it, and by his death that defign failed. After- 
wards, in the year 1678, the count d’Eftrees, whe 
a year before bad taken the ifle of Tobago from the 
Dutch went thither alfo with a fquadron of ftout 
fhips, very well mann’d, and fitted with bombs and 
carcafles, intending to take it by ftorm. This fleet 
firft came to Martinico, where, while they ftayed, 
orders were fent to Petit Guaves, for all the priva- 
teers to repair thither, and affift the count in his de- 
fign. There were but two privateers fhips that 
went thither to him, which were mann’d partly 
with French, partly with Englith. Thefe fet out 
with the count; but in their way to Curaffow, the 
whole fleet was loft on a riff or ridge of rocks that 
runs off from the ifles of Aves, not above two fhips 
efcaping, one of which was one of the privateers 5 
and fo that defign perifhed. ) 
Wherefore not driving a bargain for our fugar 
-with the governor of Curaflow, we went from 
thence to Buen Ayre, another Dutch ifland, where ~ 
we met a Dutch floop come from Europe, laden 
with Irth beef, which we bought in exchange for 
fome of our fugar. | ees 
Buen Ayre is the eaftermoft of the Dutch iflands, - 
and is the largeft of the three, tho’ not the moft 
confiderable. The middle of the ifland is laid down 
in lat. 12 deg. 16 min. It is about twently leagues 
from the main, and nine or ten from Curaflow, and 


‘The road is on the S. W. fide, near the middle of 4 


the ifland, where there is a pretty deep bay runs in. 
Ships 


, 
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is accounted fixteen or feventeen leagues round. | 
: 


Capt: WILLIAM DAMPIER. 183 


Ships that come from the eaftward luff up clofe to 
the eaftern fhore, and let go their anchor in fixty 
fathom water, within half a cable’s length of the 
fhore. But the fame time, they mutt be ready 
with a boat to carry a hawfer or rope, and make it 
faft afhore; otherwife, when the land-wind comes 
in the night, the fhip would drive off to fea again; 
for the ground is fo fteep, that no anchor can hold 
if once it ftarts. About half a mile to the weift- 
ward of this anchoring place there is a {mall low 
ifland, and a channel between it and the main 
ifland. | 3 

The houfes are about half a mile within land, 
right in the road: There is a governor lives here, 
a deputy to the governor of Curafiow, and feven or 
or eight foldiers, with five or fix families of Indians, 
There is no fort, and the foldiers in peaceable times 
have little to do but eat and fleep, for they never 
‘watch, but in time of war. The Indians are hus- 
bandmen, and plant maize Guinea corn, {ome 
yams, and potatoes: But their chief bufinefs is a- 
bout cattle; for this ifland is plentifully ftocked 
with goats; and they fend great quantities every 
year in fale to Curaflow. There are fome horfes, 
bulls, and cows, but I never faw any fheep, though I 
have been all over the ifland. The fouth fide is 
plain low land, and there are feveral forts of trees, 
‘but none very large. There is a fmall {pring of 
water near the houfes, which ferves the inhabitants, 
though it is blackifh. At the weft end of the ifland 
there is a good {pring of frefh water, and three or ~ 
four Indian families live there, but no water nor 
houfes at any other place. On the fouth fide near 
the eaft end, is a good falt-pond, where Dutch 
floops come for falt. 

From Buen Ayre, went to the ifle of Aves, or 

birds, fo called from its great plenty of birds, as 
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men of war and boobies, but efpecially boobies. 
The boobie is a water-fowl, fomewhat Jefs than a 
hen, of a light greyifh colour. I obferved the 
boobies of this ifland to be whiter than others. 
This bird hath a ftrong bill, longer and bigger 
than a crows, and broader at the end, her feet are 
flat like a ducks feet. It is a very fimple creature, 
and will hardly go out of a man’s way. In other 
places they build their nefts on the ground, but 
here they build on trees ; which I never faw any 
where elfe ; though I have feen of them in a great 
many places. heir flefh is black and taftes fithy, 
but is often eaten by the privateers. Their num- 
bers have been much leffened by the French fleet, 
which was loft here, as I fhall give an account. 

The man of war (as it is called by the Englifh) 
is about the bignefs of a kite, and in fhape like it, 
but black, and the neck is red. It lives on fith, yet 
never lights on the water, but foars aloft like a kite, 
and when it fees its prey, it flies down head fore- 
moft to the waters edge, very fwiltly takes it prey 
out ot the fea with his bill, and immediately mounts 
again as {wiftly; never touching the, water with his 
bill. His wings are very long, his feet are like 
other land.fowl, and he builds on trees, where he 
finds any; but where they are wanting on the 
ground. fa 

This ifland Aves lies about eight or nine leagues 
to the eaftward of the ifland Buen Ayre, about four- 
teen or fifteen leagues from the main, and about 

the lat. of 11 d. 45 m. north. It is but fmall, not 
above four miles in length, and towards the eaft end 
not half a mile broad. On the north fide it is low 
land, commonly overfown with the tide; but on 
the fouth fide there is a great rocky bank of coral 
thrown up by the fea. The weft end is for near a 
mile’s fpace, plain even favannah land, without any 
mbaer | trees, 
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trees. There are two or three wells dug by priva- 
teers, who often frequent this ifland, becaufe there 
is a good harbour about the middie of it on the 
north fide, where they may conveniently careen. 
The riff or bank of rocks on which the French 
fleet was loft, as I mentioned above, runs along 
from the eaft end to the northward about three 
miles, then tends away to the weftward, making as 
it were a half moon. This riff breaks off all the 
fea, and there is geod riding in even fandy ground 
to the weftward of it. There are two or three {mall 
low fandy keys or iflands within this riff, about 
three miles from the main land. The count d’Eftree 
loft his fleet here in this manner. Coming from 
the eaftward, he fell in on the back of the riff, and 


fired guns to give warning to the reft of his fleet ; 


but they fuppofing their admiral was engaged with 
enemies, hoifed up their topfails, crowded all the 
fail they could make, and ran full fail afhore after 
him; all-within half a mile of each other. For his 
light being in the main top, was an ushappy bea- 
con for them to follow ; and there efcaped but one 
king’s-fhip, and one privateer. The fhips continued 
whole all day, and the men had time enough, moft 
of them to get afhore, yet many perifhed in the 
wreck; and many of thofe that got fafe on the 
ifland, for want of being accuftomed to fuch hard- 
fhips, died like rotten fheep. But the privateers 
who had been uled to fuch accidents lived merrily, 
from whom I had this relation; and they told me, 
that if they had gone to Jamaica with thirty pounds 
aman in their pockets, they could not have en- 
joyed themfelves more: For they kept in a gang 
by themfelves, and watched when the fhips broke, 
to get the goods that came from them, and though 
much was ftaved againft the rocks, yet abundance 
ef wine and brandy floated over the riff, seein 
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thefe privateeas waited to take it up. They lived 
here about three weeks, waiting an opportunity to 
tranfport themfelves back again to Hifpaniola ; in 


all which time they were never without two or three , 


hogfheads of wine and bandy in their tents, and 
barrels of beef and pork, which they could live on 
without bread well enough, though the new-comers 
out of France could not. There were about 
forty Frenchmen on board one of the fhips where 
there was good ftore of liquor, till after part 
of her broke away, and floated over the riff, and 
was carried away to fea, with all the men drinking 
and finging ; who being in drink, did not mind 

the danger, but were never heard of afterwards. 
In a fhort time after this great fhipwreck, cap- 
tain Pain; commander of a privateer of fix guns, 
had a pleafant accident befel him at this ifland. He 
came hither to careen, intending to fit himfelf ve- 
ry well; for here lay driven on the ifland, mafts, 
yards, timbers, and many things that he wanted, 
therefore he hall’d into the harbour, clofe to the 
ifland, and unrige’d his fhip. Before he had done, 
a Dutch thip of twenty guns, was fent from Curaf- 
fow totake up the guns that were loft on the riff; 
_ but feeing a fhip in the harbour, and knowing her 
to be a French privateer, they thought to take her 
firft, and came within a mile of her, and began to, 
fire at her, intending to warp in the next day, for 
it is very narrow going in. Captain Pain got fome 
of his guns afhore, and did what he could to refift 
them, though he did in a manner conclude he 
mutt be taken. But while his men were thus bu- 
fied, he fpied a Dutch floop turning to get into, 
the road, and faw her at the evening anchor at the 
weit end of the ifland. This gave him fome hope 
ef making his efcape, which he did, by fending 
‘two canoes in the night aboard the floop, who took 
her, 
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her, and got confiderable purchafe in her, and he 
went away in her, making a good reprifal, and 
leaving his own empty fhip to the Dutch man of 
war. 

There is another ifland to the eaftward of the 
fle of Aves about four leagues, called by privateers 
the little ifle of Aves, which is overgrown with 
mangrove trees. I have feen it, but was never on 
it, There are no inhabitants that I could learn, 
on either of thefe iflands, but boobies and a few 
other birds. 

While we were at the ifle of Aves, we careened 
captain Wright’s bark, and fcrubbed the fugar 
prize, and got two guns out of the wrecks, con- 
tinuing here till the beginning of February 1684. 

_ We went from hence to the ifles of Roca’s to ca- 
reen the fugar-prize, which the ifle of Aves was not 
a place fo convenient for, Accordingly we haled 
clofe to one of the {mall iflands, and got our guns 
afhore the farft thing we did, then built a breaft- 
work on the point, and planted all our guns there, 
to hinder an enemy from coming to us while we lay 
on the careen: Then we made a houfe, and cover- 
ed it with our fails, to put our goods and provifions 


in. _While we lay here, a French man of war of | 


thirty-fix guns, came through the keys, or little 
iflands, to whom we fold about ten tuns of fugar. 
I was aboard twice or thrice, and very kindly wel- 
comed both by the captain and his lieutenant, who 
was a cavalier of Malta; and they both offered me 
oreat encouragement in France, if I would go with 
them; but I ever defigned to continue with thofe 
of my own nation. 

The iflands of Roca are a parcel of {mall unin- 
habited iflands, lying about the lat. of 11 d. 40 m. 
about fifteen or fixteen leagues from the main, and 
about twenty leagues N. W. by W. from tate 

} an 


? 
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and fix or feven leagues to the weftward of Orchilla, 
another ifland lying about the fame diftance from 
the main; which ifland I have feen, but was never 
at it. Rocas ftretch themfelves eaft and weft about 
five leagues, and their breadth about three leagues. 
The northernmoft of thefe iflands is the moft re- 
markable by reafon of a high white rocky hill at 
the weft end of it, which may be feen a great way 5 
and on it there are abundance of tropick birds, men 
of war, boobies and noddies, which breed there. 
The booby and man of war, I have defcribed al- 


ready. The noddy is a fmall blackbird, about 
bignefs of the Englifh blackbird, and indif- 
ferent good meat. They build in rocks. We 


never find them far off from fhore _ I have feen of 
them in other places, but never faw any of their 
nefts but in this ifland; where there is great plenty 
of them. The tropick bira is as big as a pidgeon, 
but round plump like a partridge. They are all 
white, except two or three feathers in each wing of 
alight grey. Their bills are of a yellowifh colour, 
thick and fhort. They have one long feather, or 
rather a quill, about feven inches long, grows out 
at the rump, which is all the tail they have. They 
are never {een far without either tropick, for which 
reafon they are called tropick-birds. ‘They are 
very good food, and we meet with them a great 
way at fea, and I never fawof them any where but 
at fea, and in this ifland, where they build, and 
are found in great plenty. i 

By the fea, on the fouth fide of that high hill, 
there’s frefh water comes out of the rocks, but fo 
flowly, that it yields not above forty gallons in 
twenty-four hours, and taftes fo copperifh, or alu- 
minous rather, and rough in the mouth, that it 
feems very unpleafant at firftt drinking ; but after. 
two or three days any water will feem to have no 


talte. The 
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The middle of this ifland is low plain land, over- 
grown with long grafs, where there are multitudes 
of fmall grey fowls, no bigger than a black-bird ; 
yet lay eggs bigger than a magpy’s : and they are 
therefore by privateers called egg-birds. The eaft 
end of the ifland is overgrown with black mangrove 
trees. : 

There are three forts of mangrove trees, black, 
red, and white. The black mangrove is the largeft 
tree ; the body about as big as an oak, and about 
twenty feet high. It is very hard and ferviceable 
timber, but extraordinary heavy, therefore not 
much made ufe of for building. The red man- 
grove groweth commonly by the fea fide, or by 
rivers or creeks. The body is not fo big as that of 
the black mangrove, but always grows out of ma- 
ny roots about the bignefs of a man’s leg, fome 
bigger, fome lefs, which at about fix, eight, or 
ten foot above the ground, join into one trunk or 
body, that feems to be fupported by fo many arti- 
ficial ftakes. Where this fort of tree grows, it is 
impoffible to march, by reafon of thefe ftalks, 
which grow fo mixed one among another, that I 
have, when forced to go through them, gone half 
a mile, and never fet my foot on the ground, 
ftepping from root to root. The timber is hard 
and good for many ules. The infide of the bark 
is red, and it is ufed for tanning of leather very 
much all over the Weft Indies. The white man- 
grove never groweth fo big as the other two forts, 
neither is it of any great ufe: Of the young trees 
privateers ufe to make loom, or handles for their 
oars, for it is commonly ftraight, but not very 
ftrong, which is the fault of them. Neither the 
black nor white mangrove grow towering up from 
{tilts or rifing root, as the red doth ; but the body 
immediately out of the ground, like other trees. ; 
The 
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The land of this eaft end is light fand, which is 
fometimes overflown with the fea at {pring-tides. 
The road for fhips is on the fouth fide, againft the 
middle of the ifland. The reft of the iflands of 
Rocas are low. The next to this on the fouth fide 
is but fmall, flat, and even, without trees, bearing 
only grafs. On the fouth fide of it is a pond of 
brackith water, which fometimes privateer ufe in- 
ftead of better; there is likewife a good riding by 
it. About a league from this are two other iflands, — 
not two hundred yards diftant from each ethe ; yet 
a deep channel for fhips to pafs through. They 
are both overgrown with red mangrove trees, which 
trees, above any of the mangroves, do flourith 
beft in wet drowned land, fuch as thefe two iflands 
are; only the eaft point of the weftermoft ifland is 
dry fand, without tree or bufh: On this point we 
careened, lying on the fouth fide of it. 

The other iflands are low, and have red man- 
groves, and other trees on them. Here alfo thips 
may ride, but no fuch place for careening as where 
we lay; becaufe at that place fhips may hale clofe 
to the fhore, and if they had but four guns on the 
point, may fecure the channel, and hinder any ene- 
my from coming near them, JI obferve that with- 
“in among the iflands, was good riding in many 

places, but not without the iflands, except to the 
weftward, or fouth weft of them. For on the eaft, 
or N. E. of thefe iflands, the common trade-wind 
blows, and makes a great fea; and to the fouth- 
ward of them there is no ground under feventy, 
eighty, or one hundred fathom, clofe by the land. 
After we had filled what water we could from 
hence, we fet out again in April 1682, and came to 
Salt-Tortuga, fo called to diftinguifh it from the 
fhoals of Dry Tortuga, near Cape Florida, and from 
the ifle of Tortuga by Hifpaniola, which was called 
formerly 


by 
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formerly French Tortuga; though not having heard 
any mention of that name a great while, I am apt 
to think it is fwallowed up in that of Pettit-Guaves, 
the chief garrifon the French have in thofe parts. 
This ifland we arrived at is pretty large, uninhabited 
and abounds with falt. It is in lat. 11 degrees north, 
and lieth weft and a little northerly from. Margarita, 
an ifland inhabited by the Spaniards, ftrong, and 
wealthy; itis diftant from it about fourteen leagues, 
and feventeen or eighteen from Cape Blanco on the 
main: A fhip being within thele iflands, a little to the 
fouthward may fee at once the main, Margarita, and 
Tortuga, when it is clear weather. The eaft end of 
Tortuga i is full of rugged, bare, broken rocks, which 
ftretch themfelves a little out to fea. AttheS. E. 
part is an indifferent good road for fhips, much fre- 
qguented in peaceable | times by merchantfhips, that 
come thither to lade falt, in the months of May, 
June, July, and Auguft. For at the eaft end isa large 
falt pond, within two hundred paces of the fea. The 
falt begins to kern, or grain in April, except it is a 
dry feaion 5 for it is oblerved that rain makes the 
falt kern. I have feen above twenty fail at a time in 
this road come to lade falt; and thefe fhips com- 
ing from fome of the Caribee iflands, are al- 
ways well ftored with rum, fugar and lime-juice to 
make punch, to hearten their men when they 
are at work, getting and bringing on board the 
falt; and they commonly provide the more, in 
hopes to meet with privateers, who refort hither in, 
the aforefaid months, purpofely to keep a Chriit- 
mas, as they call it; being fure to meet with li- 
quor enough to be merry with, and are very liberal 
to thofe that treat them. Near the weft end of the 
‘Hland, on the fouth fide, there is a {mall harbour 
and fome frefh water; that end of the ifland is full 
of fhrubby trees, but the eaft end is rocky. and 
barren 
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barren as to trees, producing only coarfe grafs. 
There are fome goats on it, but not many ; and. 
turtle or tortoife come upon the fandy bays to lay 
their eggs, and from them the ifland has its name. 
There is no riding any where but in the roads where 
the falt ponds are, or in the harbour. 

At this ifle we thought to have fold our fugar 
among the Englith hips that come hither for fale 5 
but tailing there, we defigned for Trinidada, an 
sand near the main, inhabited by the Spaniards, 
tolerably ftrong and wealthy 5 but the current and 
eafterly winds hindering us, we paffed through be- 
cween Margarita and the main, and went to Blanco, 
a pretty large ifland, almoft north ef Margarita, 
about thirty leagues from the main, and in eleven 
degrees fifty minutes north latitude. It is a flat,, 
even, low, unhabitedifland, dry and healthy, moft 
favannahs of long grafs, and hath fome trees of 
lignum vitae growing in fpors, with fhrubby bufhes 
of other wood about them. Its plentifully ftored 
with guanos, which are an animal like a lizard, 
but much bigger. The body is as big as the {mall 
of a man’s leg, and from the hind quarter the tail 
erows tapering to the end, which is very fmall. If 
a man takes hold of the tail, except very near the 
hind quarter, it will part and break off in one of 
the joints, and the guano will get away. They lay 
eE@gs, as moft of thofe amphibious creatures do, 
and are very good to eat. Their flefh is much 
efteemed by privateers, who commonly drefs them 
for their fick men ; for they make very good broth. 
They are of divers colours, as almoft black, dark 
brown, light brown, dark green, light green, yel- 
low aad fpeckled. They all live as well in the wa- 
rer as on land, and fome of them are conftantly in 
ihe water and among rocks; thefe are commonly 


black. Others that live in {wampy wet ground, are 
~ commonly 
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commonly on bufhes and trees, thefe are oreen:. 


but fuch as live in dry ground, as here at Blanco, 


are commonly yellow, yet chefe alfo will live in the 


water, and are fometimes on trees. The road is 
at the N. W. end, againft a fmall cove, or little 
fandy bay. ‘here is no riding any where elfe, for 
it is deep water and {fteep clofe to the land.” There 


is one {mall fpring on the weft fide, and there are 


fandy bays round the ifland, where turtle or tor- 


toife come up in great abundance, going afhore in 


the night. ‘Thefe that frequent this ifland are called 
green turtle, and are the beft of that fort, both for 
largenefs and {weetnefs of any in all the Weft Indies, 


I would here give a particular defcription of thefe 


and other forts of turtle in thefe feas; but becaufe 


I fhall have occafion to mention fome other fort of . 


turtle when I come again into the fouth feas, that 
are very different from all thefe, I fhall there give 
a general account of all thefe feveral forts at once, 
that the difference between them may be the bet- 
ter difcerned. Some of our modern defcriptions 
fpeak of goats on this ifland. I know not what 
there may have been formerly, but there are none 
now to my certain knowledge, for myfelf and many 
more of our crew have been all over it. Indeed 
thefe parts have undergone great changes in this 


laft age, as well in places cherafelvcsas as in their.~. 
owners and commodities of them, particularly Nom- 
bre de Dios, a city once famous, and which ftill 


retains a confiderable name in fome late accounts, is 
now nothing but a name. For I have lain afhore 


in the place where that city ftood, but it is all over-— 


grown with wood, fo as to leave no fign that any 
town hath been there. 


We ftaid at the ifle of Blanco not above ten days 


and then went back to Salt-Tortuga again, where 
captain Yanky parted with us: and from thence, 
No. 7. N after 
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after about four days, all which time our men were, 
‘drunk and quarreling 5 we in captain Wright’s fhip 
went to the coaft of Caracas on the main land. 
This coaft is upon feveral accounts very remarka- 
ble: It is one continued tract of high ridges of. 
hills and {mall valleys intermix’d, for about twenty 
leagues, {tretching eaft and weft, but in fuch man-- 
ier, that the ridges of hills and the valleys alter- 
nately run pointing upon the fhore from fouth to 
north; the valleys, fome of them about four. or 
five, others not above one or two. furlongs wide, 
and in length from the fea fcarce any of them above 
four or five miles at moft, there being a long ridge 
of mountains at that diftance from the fea coaft, 
and in a manner parallel to it, that joins thofe. 
fhorter ridges, and clofeth up the fouth end of the 
valleys, which at the north ends of them he open. 
to the fea, and make fo many little fandy bays, that. 
are the only landing, places on the coaft. Both the. 
main ridge, and thele fhorter ribs are very high 
land, fo that three or four leagues off at fea the val- 
leys fcarce appear to the eye, but all looks like one, 
great mountain, From the ifles of Rocas about. 
fifteen, and from the ifle of Aves about twenty. 
leagues off, we fee this coat very plain from aboard, 
our fhips, yet when at anchor on this coaft we can- 


not fee thofe ifles; tho’ again from the tops of thefe, 


hills they appear as if at no great diftance, like fo. 
many hillocks in a pond. Thefe hills are barren, 
except the lower. fides of them, that are covered, 
with fome of the fame rich black mould that fills, 
the valley, and is as good as I have feen, In fome, 
of the valleys there is a ftrong red clay, but in ge- 
neral they are extremely fertile, well watered, and. 
inhabited by Spaniards and their negroes. They have. 
maize and plantains for their fupport, with Indian, 
fowls and fome hogs; but the main product of thefe, 

valleys, 
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valleys, and indeed the only commodity it vends, 
are the cocoa nuts, of which the chocolate is made. 
The cocoa tree grows no where in the north feas 
butin the bay of Campeachy, on Colta Rica, be- 
tween Porto-bello and Nicaragua, chiefly up Car- 
penters river and on this coaft as high as the ifle of 
Trinidada. In the fouth feas, is grows on the river 
of Guiaguil, a little to the fouthward of the line, 


and in the valley of Collima, on the fouth Gde of 


the continent of Mexico; both which places J fhall 
hereafter defcribe. Befides thefe I am confident 
there is no places in the world where the cocoa 
Grows, except thofe in Jamaica, of which ‘there 
are now but few remaining, of many and large walks 
or plantations of them found there by the Enelifh 
at their firlt arrival, and fince planted by them; 
and even thefe, though there bea great deal of pains 
and care beftowed on them, yet feldom come to any 
thing, being generally blighted. The nuts of this 
coait of Caracas, tho’ lefs than thofe of Cofta Rica 
which are Jarge flat nuts, yet are better and fatter, 
in my opinion, being fo very oily that we are fore’d 
to ufe water in rubbing them up; and the Spaniards 
that live here, inftead of parching them to get off 
the fhell before they pound or rub them to make 
chocolate, do in a manner burn them to dry up the 
oil; for elfe, they fay, it would fill them too full 
of blood, drinking chocolate as they do, five or 
fix times a day. My worthy confort, Mr. Ringrofe, 
commends moft the Guiaquil nut; I prefume be- 
caufe he had little knowledge of the reft; for be- 
ing intimately acquainted with him, I know the 
courfe of his travels and experience. But I -am 
_perfuaded had he known the reft fo well as I pre- 
tend to have done, who have at feveral times been 
long uted to, and in a manner lived upon all the fe- 
veral jorts-of them above-mentioned, he would pre- 
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fer the Caracas nuts before any other ; yet poflibly 
the drying up of thefe nuts fo much by the Spa- 
niards here, as I faid, may leffen their efteem with 
thofe Europeans, that ufe their chocolate ready 
rubb’d up: fo that we always chofe to make it up 
ourtelves. tee: 

The cocoa tree hath a body about a foot and an 
half thick (the largeft fort) and feven or eight feet 
high to the branches, which are large and {pread- 
ing like an oak, with a pretty thick, fmooth, dark 
green leaf, fhaped like that of a plumb-tree, but 
larger. The nuts are inclofed in pods as big as both 
a mans fifts put together; at the broad end of which 
there is a {mall, tough, limber ftalk, by which they 
. hang pendulous. from the body of the tree, in all 
....parts of it from top to bottom, {cattered at irregular 
diftances, and from the greater branches a little way 
up, efpecially at the joints of them or partings, 
where they hang thickeft, but never on the {maller 
boughs. There may be commonly about twenty. 
or thirty of thefe pods upon a well bearing tree 3 _ 
they have two crops of them in a year, one in De- 
cember, but the beft in June. The pod itfelf or 
fhell is almoft half an inch thick; neither fpongy 
nor woody, but of a fubftance between both, brit- 
tle, yet harder than the rind of a lemon; like 
which its furface is grained or knobbed but more. 
coarfe and unequal. The pods at firft are of a dark 
green, but the fide of them next the fun of a mud- 
dy red. As they grow ripe the green turns to a. 
fine bright yellow, and the muddy to a more lively 
beautiful red, very pleafant tothe eye. They nei- 
ther ripen nor are: gather’d at once; but for three 
weeks or a month when the feafon is, the overfeers — 
of the plantations go every day about to fee which 
are turn’d yellow ; cutting at once, it may be, not 
above one froma tree. The pods thus gathered 

, | they 
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they lay in feveral heaps to fweat, and then burft- 
ing the fhell with their hands, they pull out the nuts, 
which are the only fubftance they contain, having 
no ftalk or pith among them, and (excepting that 
thefe nuts lie in regular rows) are placed like the 
grains of maize, but fticking together, and {fo clofe- 
ly towed, that after they have been once feparated, 
it would be hard to place them again in fo narrow 
a compafs. There are generally near one hundred 
nuts in a pod; in proportion to the greatnefs of 
which, for it varies, the nuts are bigger or lefs. 
When taken out they dry them in the fun upon 
mats fpread on the ground, after which they need 
no more care, having a thin hard fkin of their own, 
and much oil, which preferves them. Salt water 
will not hurt them; for we had our bags rotten, 
lying in the bottom of our fhip, and yet the nuts 
never the worfe. They raife the young trees from 
nuts fet with the great end downward, in fine black 
mould, and in the fame places where they are to 
bear, which they do in four or five years time, 
without the trouble of tranfplanting. There are 
ordinarily of thefe trees, from five hundred to two 
thoufand and upwards ina plantation or cocoa-walk, 
as they call them; and they fhelter the young trees 
from the weather with plantains fet about them for 
two or three years; deftroying all the plantains by 
fuch time the cocoa-trees are of a pretty good body, 
and able to endure the heat, which I take to be the 
moit pernicious to them of any thing; for tho’ 
thefe valleys lie open to the north winds, unlefs a 
little fheltered here and there by fome groves of 
plantain trees, which are purpofely fer near the 
fhores of the feveral bays, yet, by all that I could 
either obferve or learn, the cocoas in this country 
are never blighted, as I have often known them to 
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be in other places. Cocoa. nuts are ufed as money 
in the bay of Campeacl ny. 

The chief town of this country is called Leon 
de Caracas, a good way within land, it is a large 
wealthy place, “where live moft of the owners of 
thefe cocoa-walks, that are in the valleys by the 
fhore ; the plantations being managed by overfeers 
and negros. Itisina larve. enna country, that 
abounds with cattle; iar a ‘Spaniard of my ac- 
quaintance, a very fenfible man who hath been 
there, tells me that “tis very populous, and he 
judges it to be three times as big as Corunna in 
Galicia. The way to it is very fteep and craggy, 
over that ridge of hills, which I faid clofes up the 
valleys and partition hills of the cocoa coaft. In 
this coaft icfelf the chief place is La Guiara, a good 
town clole by the fea; and tho’ it has but a “bad 
harbour yet it is much frequented by the Spanilh 
fhipping ; for the Dutch and Englifh anchor in the 
-fandy bays that lie here and there i in the mouths of 
feveral valleys, and where there is very good rid- 
ing. The town is open, but hath a ftrong forts 
yet both were ‘taken fome years fince by captain 
Wright and his privateers. It is feated about four 
or five leagues to the weftward of cape Blanco, 
_ which cape is the Faftermoft boundary of this coaft 
of Cacacas. Further eaftward about twenty leagues 
is a great lake or branch of the'fea, called Lia ae 
guna de Venezuela, about. which are many rich 
towns ; ; but the mouth of | the lake is: fhallow that 
no fhips canenter. Near this mouth is a place cal- 7 
led Comana, where the privateers | were once “ré- 
pulfed without daring to attempt it any more, be- 
Ing the only place i in the north feas they attempted 
in vain for many years; and the Spaniards fince 
throw it in their teeth frequently, as a word of re- 
proach or gant to them, Not far from that 


place 
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place is Verina, a {mall village and Spanith plan- 
tation, famous for its tobacco, reputed the beft in 
~ the world. 

_ But to return to Caracas, all this coaft is fubject 
to dry winds, generally N. E. which caufed us to 
have fcabby lips, and we always found it thus, and 
that in different feafons of the year, for I have been 
on this coaft feveral times. In other refpeés it is 
very healthy and fweet clear air, The Spaniards 
have look-outs or fcouts on the Auls, and breatt- 
_ works in the valleys, and moft of their negros are 
furnifhed with arms alfo for defence of the bays. 
_ The Dutch have a very profitable trade here, almoft 
to themfelves. I have known three or four great 
_fhips at a time on the coaft, each, it may be, of 
thirty or forty guns. They carry hither all forts of 
_ European commodities, efpecially linen ; making 
vaft returns, chiefly in filver and cocoa. And lof. 


_ ten wondered and regretted it, that none of my own 


countrymen find the way thither directly from Eng- 

land, for ourJamaica-men trade thither indeed, and 

find the {weet of i it, though they carry Englifh com- 
modities at fecond or third hand. 

_ While we lay on this coaft, we went afhore. in 
fome of the bays and took feven or eight tons of co- 
-coa, and after that three barks one laden with hides, 
the 2d with European commodities, the third with 
_earthen-ware and brandy. With thefe three barks 

we went again to the iflands of Rocas, where we 
-fhared our commodities, and feparated, having vef- 

fels enough to tranfport us all whither we thought 

-mott convenient. “Twenty of us, for we were a- 


bout fixty, took one of the vefléls and our fhare of | 


the goods, and went dire€tly for Virginia. In our 


way thither we took feveral of the fucking- -fithes, for . 


when we fee them about the fhip we caft out a line 
and hook, and they will take it with any manner 
N 4. | of 
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of bait, whether fith or flefh. The fucking fifh is” 
about the bignefs of a large whiting, and much of —- 
the fame fhape towards the tail, but the head ts 
flatter. From the head to the middle of its back = 


there groweth a fort of flefh of a hard griftly fub- 
{tance, like that part of the limpet, a fhell-fifh, ta- : 
pering up pyramidically, which {ticks to the rocks, | 
or like the head or mouth of a fhell-fnail, but. 
harder. This excrefcence is of a flat oval form, im 
about feven or eight inches long, and five or fix | 
broad, and rifing about half an inch high. It is 
full of finall ridges, with which is will faften itfelf 
to any thing it meets with in the fea, juft as a fnail 
doth to a wall. When any of them happen to _ 
come about a fhip they feldom leave her, for they 
will feed on-fuch filth as is daily thrown over board, . 
or on meer excrements. When it is fair weather , 
and but lettle wind, they will play about the fhip; — 
but in bluftring weather, or when the fhip fails quick, 
they commonly faften themfelves to the fhip’s bot- 4 
tom, from whence neither the fhip’s motion, tho’ i 
ever fo {wift, nor the moft tempeftuous iea can re- | 
move them. ‘They will likewife faften themfelves = 


to it muft needs retard it as much, ina manner, as 
| | Peay 


to any other bigger fith, for they never {wim faft = 
themfelves, if they meet with any thing tocarry = 
them. I have found them fticking to a thark, after 
it was haled on the deck, though a fhark is fo 
{trong and boifterous a fifh, and throws about him By 
fo vehemently for half an hour together, it may be, 
when caught, that did not the fucking-fith ftick ar 9 
no ordinary rate, it muft needs be calt off by fo 4 
much violence. It is ufual alfo to fee them flicking = 
to turtle, to any old trees, planks or the like that i. 
lie driving at fea. Any knobs or, inequalities at a ia 
fhip’s bottom, are a great hindrance to the fwittnefs 
of its failing ; and ten or twelve of thefe ficking _ 4 
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if its bottom were foul. So that I am inclined to 
think that this fifh is theRemora, of which the an- 
cients tell fuch ftories ; if it be not | know no other 
that is, and I leave the reader to judge. I have feen 
of thefe fucking-fifhes in great plenty in the bay of 
Campeachy, and in all the fea between that and the 
-coaft of Caracas as about thofe iflands, particularly 
I have lately defcribed, Rocas, Blanco, Tortugas, 
&c. They have no fcales, and are very good meat. 
We met nothing elfe worth remark, in our voy- 
age to Virginia, where we arrived in July 1682. 
That country is fo well known to our nation, that 
I fhall fay nothing of it, nor fhall I detain the 
reader with the ftory of my own affairs, and the 
troubles that befel me during about thirteen months 
of my ftay there; but in the next chapter enter 
immediately upon my fecond voyage into the fouth 
feas, and round the globe. 
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~The author’s voyage to the Ifle of FuanFernando in the 
South Seas, after touching at the Cape Verd tfles 
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and the African coafts. 3 | c 4 
FEING now entered upon the relation of a new fi 3 
B voyage, which makes up the main body of — 4 


this book, proceeding from Virginia by the way of 
Terra del Fuego, and the fouth feas, the Faft Indies, 
and fo on, till my return to England by the way of 
athe Cape of Good Hope, I fhall give my reader a 
fhort account of my firft entrance upon it. Among 
-thofe who accompanied captain Sharp into the fouth 
feas in our former expedition, and leaving him 

. there, returned over land, there was one Mr.Cook, 
an Englifh native of Sr.Chriftophers, a Cerole, as we 


call all born of European parents inthe Weft Indies. _ 
He 
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Hie was a fenfible man, and had been fome years 
privateering. At our joining ourfelves with thofe 
privateers we met at our coming again to the north 
jeas ; his lot was to be with captain Yanky, who 
Kept company for fome confiderable time with 


captain Wright, in whofe fhip I was, and parted — 


with us at our fecond anchoring at the ifle of Tor- 
tugas, as I have faid in my laft chapter. After 
our parting, this Mr. Cook: being quarter-mafter 
under captain Yanky, the fecond place in the thip, 
according to the law of privateers, laid claim toa 
fhip they took from the fpaniards ; and fuch of cap- 
tain Yanky’s men as were fo difpofed, particularly 
all thofe who came with us over land went on board 
this prize fhip under the new captain Cook. This 
diftributicn was made at the ifle of Vacca, or the 


1, ifle of Afh, as we call it; and here they parted alfo” 


fuch goods as they had taken. But captain Cook 
having no commiffion, as captain Yanky, captain 
Triftiarn, and fome other French commanders had, 
who lay then at that ifland, and they grudging the 
~ Englith fuch a veffel, they all joined together, plun- 
dered the Enelith of their fhip, goods, and arms, 
and turned them afhore. Yet captain Triftian took 
in about eight or ten of thefe Englifh, and carried 
them with him to Petit Guavas, of which number 
captain Cook was one, and captain Davis another, 
who with the reft found means to feize the fhip as 


ihe lay at anchor in the road, captain Triftian and 


many of his men being then afhore, and the Eng- 
_ hfh fending afhore fuch Frenchmen as remained in 
the fhip and were maltered by them, tho’ fuperior 
in number, flood away with her immediately for the 


ifle af Vacca, before any notice of this furpize could — 


reach the French governor of that ifle; fo deceiv- 


ing him alfo by a ftratagem, they got on board the 


reft of their countrymen, who had been left on that 
UM yiae ifland, 


* 
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ifland, and going thence they took a fhip newly 
come from France laden with wines, They alfo 
took a fhip of good force, in which they refolved to 
embark themfelves, and make a new expedition in- 
to the fouth fea, to cruife cn the coaft of Chili and 
Peru. But firtt they went for Virginia with their 
prizes, where they arrived the April after my com- 


ing thither. The beft of their prizes carried eigh- - 


teen guns; this they fitted up there with fails, and 
every thing neceflary for fo long a voyage, felling 
the wines they had taken for fuch provifions as they 
wanted. Myfelf, and thofe of our fellow-travellers 
over the iflhmus of America, who came with me to 


Virginia the year before this, moft of which had 
-fince made a fhort voyage to Carolina, and were 


again returned to Virginia, refolved to join ourfelves 
to thefe new adventurers ; and as many more en- 
gaced in the fame defien as made our whole crew 
confift of about feventy men. So having furnifhed 
ourfelves with neceffary materials, and agreed upon 
fome particular rules, ‘efpecially of temperance and 
fobriety, by reafon of the length of our intended 
voyage, we all went on board our fhip. 

Auguit 23, 1683, we failed from Achamack in 
Virginia, under the command of captain Cook, 
- bound for the fouth feas. I fhall not trouble the 
reader with an account of every days run, but haft- 
en to the lefs known parts of the world, to give a 
defcription of them ; only relating fuch memorable 
accidents as happened to us, and “fach places as we 
touched at by the way. 

We met nothing worth obfervation till we came 
to the iflands of cape Verd, except a terrible ftorm ; 
this happened in a few days after we left Virginia ; 
with a.5.S.E. wind juft in our teeth, The “ftorm 

lafted above a week ; it drencht us all like fo many 
drowned rats, and was one of the worft ftorms I 
ever 
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ever was in. One I met with in the Eaft Indies 
was more violent for the time, but of not above 
twenty four hours continuance. After that ftorm 
we had favourable winds and good weather; and 
in a fhort time we arrived at the ifland Sal, which is 
one of the eaftermoft of the Cape Verd iflands. 
Thefe are ten in number, fo confiderable as to bear 
diftinét names, and lie feveral degrees off trom Cape 
Verd in Atric, whence they receive that Appella- 
tion, taking up about five deg of long. in breadth, - 
and about as many of lat. in their length, viz. from 
near fourteen to nineteen north. They are moft 
inhabited by Portuguefe Banditti. This of Sall is 
an ifland lying in the lat. of 16 in long. 19 deg. 33 
min. weft from the lizard in England, fletching 
from north to fouth about eight or nine leagues, 
not above a league and an half or two leagues wide. 
Tt has its name trom the abundrance of {alt that is 
naturally congealed there, the whole ifland being 
full of large falt-ponds. The land is very barren, 
producing no tree that I could fee, but fome {mall 
fhrubby buthes by the fea fide. Neither could I dif- 
cern any gra{s, yet there are {ome poor goats on it. 
I know not whether there are any other beafts on 
the ifland; there are fome wild foul, but I judge 
not many. Ifawa few flamingos, which is a fort 
_ of large fowl, much like a heron in fhape, but big- 
ger, and of a reddifh colour. They delight to keep 
together in great companies, and feed in mud or 
ponds, or in {uch places where there is not much 
water; they are very fhy, therefore it is hard to 
{hoot them. “Yet 1 have lain obfcured in the even- 
ing near the place where they refort, and with two 
more in my company have killed fourteen of them 
at once, the frft fhot being made while they were 
ftanding on the ground, the other two as they role. 


‘They build their nefts in fhallow ponds, where there 
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is much mud, which they fcrape together, making 


little hillocks like {mall iflands, appearing out of 
the water, a foot and half high from the bottom. 
They make the foundation of thefe hillocks broad, 
bringing them up tapering to-the top, where they 
leave a imall hollow pit to lay their eggs in; and 
when they either lay their eggs, or hatch them, they 
ftand all the while, not on the hillock, but clofe by 
it with their legs on the ground and in the water, 
refting themfelves againft the hillock, and covering 
the hollow neft upon it with their rumps, for their 
legs are very long ; and building thus as they do 
upon the ground, they could neither draw their legs 
conveniently into their nefts, nor fit down upon 
them otherwife than by refting their whole bodies 
there, to the pejudice of their eggs or their young, 
were it not for this admirable contrivance, which 
they have by natural inftinét. They never lay more 
than two eggs, and feldom fewer. The young ones 
cannot fly till they are almoft full grown, but will 
run prodigioufly faft, yet we have taken many of 


them. The fiefh of both young and old is lean. 


and black, yet very good meat, tafting neither ffhy 
nor any way uniavory. Their tongues are large, 
having a large knob of fat at the root, which ts ‘an 
excellent bir; a difh of Flamingos tongues being 
fit for a princes table. 

When many of them are ftanding together by a 
pond’s fide, at a confiderable diftance, they appear 


like a brick wall; their feathers being of the colour . 


of new red brick; and they commonly ftand up- 
right, and fingle, one by one, exactly in a row, 
except when feeding, and clofe by each other. The 
young ones at firit are of a light grey, and as their 
wing-feathers {pring out, they grow darker, and ne- 
ver come to their right colour, or any beautiful 


fhape, under ten or eleven months old. I have_ 


feen 
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feen Flamingoes at Rio de la Macha, and at an iMland: 
near the main of America, right againft Curaffow, 
called by privateers Flamingo. Key, from the mul- 
titude of thefe fowls that breed there ; but J never 
faw of their nefts and young but here. 

There are not above five or fix men on this ifland 
of Sal, and a poor governor’ as they called him,’ 
who came aboard in our boat, and brought three’ 
or four poor lean goats for a pretent to our captain, 
telling him they were the beft that the ifland afford- 
ed. The captain minding more the poverty of the 
giver than the value. of “the prefent, gave him in 
requital a coat to clothe him; for he iad nothing 
but a few rags on his baal and an old hat noc 
worth three farthings ; ; which yet I believe he wore 
but feldom, for ear he fhould want before he 
might get another; for he told us there had not 
been a thip in three years before. We bought of 
him about twenty buthels of falt for a few old’ 
cloaths : and he begged a little powder and thor. 
We ftayed here three days, in which time one of 
thefe Portuguefe offered to fome of our men a lump 
of ambergtis 3 in exchange for fome cloths, defiring 
them to keep it fecret, for he faid if the governor 
fhould know it he fhould be hanged. At length 
one Mr. Coppinger bought it ate a {mall matter ; ) 
yet I believe he gave more than it was worth. We 
had not a man in the thip that knew ambergris ; 
but I have fince ieen it in other places, and rhere 
fore am certain it was not right. It was of a ape | 
colour like fheeps dung, and very foft, but had no’ 
{mell, and poflibly *twas fome of their goats dung. 
I afterwards faw fome fold at the Nicobars in the 
Faft Indies, which was of a lighter colour, but ve-  _ 
ry hard, neither had it any fmell, and this anoy L 
fuppofe was a cheat. Yet it is certain that in both 

thele places. there is ambergris found. — 


I was 
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I was told by one John Read a Briftol man, that 
he was apprentice to a matter who traded to thefe. 
iflands of Cape Verd, and once as he was riding at, 
an anchor at Fogo, another of thefe iflands, there 
was a lump of it {wam by the fhip, and the boat, 
being afhore he miit it, but knew it to be amber- 
eris, having taken up a lump fwimming in the 
like manner the voyage before, and his matter hav- 


ing at feveral times bought pieces of it from the. 


natives of the ifle of Fogo, fo as to enrich himfelf 
thereby. And fo at the Nicobars, Englifhmen 
have bought, as I have been credibly informed, 
- great quantities of very good ambergris. Yet the. 
inhabitants are fo fubtile that they will counterfeit 
it, both there and here : and [have heard that in the, 


oulf of Florida, whence much of it comes, the na-. 


tive Indians there ufe the fame fraud. 
4 Upon this occafion, I cannot omit to tell my. 
reader what I learned from Mr. Hill, a furgeon, 


upon his fhewing me once a piece of ambereris, 


which was thus. One Mr. Benjamin Barker, a | 
man that I had been long well acquainted with, and 
knew him to be a very diligent and obferving per- 
fon, and likewife very fober and credible, told this 
Mr. Hill, that being in the bay of Honduras to 
procure logwood, which grows there in great a- 
bundance ; "and pafiing.in a canoe over to one of 
the iflands in that bay, he found upon the hore, 
on a fandy bay there, a lump of ambergris, fo large, 
that when carried to Jamaica, he Fond it to weigh 
one hundred pounds and upwards. When he firtt 
found it, it lay dry, above the mark which the fea 
then came to at high water; and he obferved i in it 
a great multitude of beetles : it was of a dufky co- 
Jour j inclining to black, about the hardnefs of mel- 
low cheeie, and of a very fragrant fmell: This, 
Mr. Hill thewed me, being fome of it which Mr. 
Barker 
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Barker gave him. Befides thofe already mentioned, 
all the places where I have heard that ambergris— 
hath been found are Bermudas, andthe Bahama if- 
lands in the Weft Indies, and that part of the coatt 
of Africa, with its adjacent iflands, which reaches 
from Mozambique to the red fea. | 
We went from this ifland of Sal, to St. Nicho- 
las, another of the Cape Verd iflands, lying welt 
fouth weft from Sal, about twenty two leagues. We 
arrived there the next day after we left the other, 
and anchored on the fouth eaift fide of the ifland. 
This is a pretty large ifland ; it is one of the biggelt 
of all the Cape Verd, and lieth in a triangular 
form. The largeft fide, which lieth to the eait, is. 
about thirty leagues long, and the other two above 
twenty leagues each. It is a mountainous barren 
Mand, and rocky all round towards the fea; yet in 
the heart of it there are valleys, where the Portu- 
guefe which inhabit here have vineyards and plan- 
tations, and wood for fewel. Here are many goats, 
which are but poor in comparifon with thofe in 
other places, yet much better than thofe at Sal: 
There are likewife many affes. The governor of 
this ifland came aboard us, with three or four gen- 
tlemen more in his company, who were all indif- 
ferently well clothed, and accoutred with. {words 
and piftols; but the reft that accompanied him to 
the fea fide, which were about twenty or thirty men 
more, were but in ragged garb. The governor _ 
brought aboard fome wine made tn the ifland, 
which tafted much like Madera wine: It was of a 
pale colour, and looked thick. He told us the 
chief town was in a valley, fourteen mile from the 
bay where we rode; that he had there under him — ( 
above one hundred families, befides other inhabi-  — 
tants that lived fcattering in valleys more remote. 


They were all very fwarthy, the governor was - 
| _ the 
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tha cleareft of them, yet of a dark tawny com- 
plexion. i 


At this ifland we fcrubbed the bottom of our 4 


fhip, and here alfo we dug wells afhore on the bay, 
and filled all our water, and after five or fix days 


ftay, we went from hence to Mayo, another of the’ 


Cape Verd iflands, lying about forty mile eaft and 


by fouth from the other; arriving there the next 


day, and anchoring on the north weft fide of the 
ifland. We fent our boat on fhore, intending to 
have purchafed: fome provifion, as beef or goats, 
with which this ifland is better ftocked than the 
reft of-the iflands. But the inhabitants would not 
fuffer our men to land, for about a week before our 
arrival there came an Englifh fhip, the men of 
which came afhore, pretending friendfhip, and feiz- 
ed on the governor with fome others, and carrying 
them on board, made them fend afhore for cattle to 
tanfom their liberties ; ; and yet after this fet fail, and 


carried them away, and they had not heard of them: 


fince. The Englifhman that did this (as I was af- 
terwards informed) was one captain Bond of Briftol. 
Whether ever he brought back thofe men again I 
know not: he himfelf and moft of his men have 


fince gone over to the Spaniards ; and it was he who 


had like to have burned our fhip after this in the 
bay of Panama, as I fhall have occafion to relate. 
This ifle of Mayo is but fmall, and invironed 
with fhoals,*yet a place much frequented by fhip- 
ping for its great plenty of falt; and though there 
is’ but bad landing, yet many fhips load here every 
year. Here are pleaty of bulls, cows and goats; 
and at a certain feafon in the year, as May, June, 
July and Auguft, a fort of fmall fea tortoife come 
~hither to lay their egas, but thefe turtle are not fo 


fweet as thofe in the Weft Indies. The inhabitants — 
er corn, yams, potatoes, and fome plantains, — 
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and breed a few fowls, living very poor, yet much 
better than the inhabitants of any other of thefe ifl- 
ands, St. Jago excepted,’ which lies four or five 
leagues to the weftward of Mayo, and is the chief, 
the moft fruitful, and beft inhabited .of all the. 
iflands of cape Verd, yet mountainous, and much 
barren land in tt. 
On the eat fide of the ifle St. Jago is a good 
port, which in peaceable times efpecially is feldom 
without fhips, for this has long been a place which 
fhips have been wont to touch at for water and re- 
frefhments, as thofe outward bound to the Kaft In- _ 
dies, Englith, French and Dutch, many of the ~ 
fhips bound to the coaft of.Guinea, the Dutch to 
Surinam, and their own Portuguefe fleet going for 
Brazil, which is generally about the latter end of 
September: but few fhips call in here in their re- 
turn for Europe. When any fhips are here the 
country people bring down their commodities to fell 
to the feamen and paffengers, viz. Bullocks, hogs, 
goats, fowls, eggs, plantains, and cocoa nuts, 
which’ they will give in exchange for fhirts, drawers, 
handkerchiefs, hats, waiftceats, breeches, or for al- 
moft any fort of cloth, efpecially linen, for woollen 
js not much efteemed there. They are not willing 
to part with their cattle of any fort but in exchange: 
for money, linen, or fome other valuable commo- 
dity. ‘Travellers muft have a care of thefe people, 
‘for they are’ very thievifh ; and if they fee an op- 
‘portunity will fnatch any thing from you, and run 
away with it, We did not touch at this ifland in 
‘this voyage ; but I was there before this in the year — 
1670, when I faw a fort here on the top of an hill, - 
vand commanding the harbour, Me 


ca 


The governor of this ifland is chief over all the 


‘r€ft of the iflands. 1 have been told that there are’ 
two large towns on this ifland, fome {mall villages, 
) <y. ) -and 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. aut 


and a gfeat many inhabitants, and that they make ~ 


a geat deal of wine, fuch as is that of St. Nicholas, 
Ihave mot been on any other of the cape Verd 
iflands, rior near them, but have feen mott of them 
at a didftance. ‘They feem to be mountainous and 
barren + fome of thefe before-mentioned being the 
_moft fruitful and moft frequented by ftrangers, efpe- 
Cally St. Jago and Mayo. As to the reft of them, 
Fogo and Brava are two fimall iflands lying to the 
weftward of St. Jago, but of little note, only Fogo 
is remarkable for its being a vulcano ; it is all one 
large mountain of a good height, out of the top 
whereof iffue flames of fire, yet only difcerned in 
the night; and then it may be feen a great way at 
fea; Yet this ifland is not without inhabitants, who 
live at the foot of the moutain near the fea: Their 
fubfiftance is much the fame as in the other iflands’s 
they have fome goats, fowls, plantains, cocoa+nuts 
&c. as | am informed. Of the plantains and co- 
coa-nuts I fhall have occafion to fpeak when I come 
into the Eaft Indies ; and fhall. defer giving an ac- 
count of them till then. . 
_ The remainder of thefe iflands of Cape Verd, are 
St. Antonio, St.Lucia, St.Vincent, and Bona-Vifta; 
6f which I know nothing confiderable: 
Our entrance among thefe iflands was trom the 
th eaft, for in our paflage from Virginia we ran 
pretty far toward the coaft of Galata in Africa, to 
preferve the trade-wind, left we fhould be born off 
too much to the weftward, and fo lofe the iflands. 
We anchored at the fouth of Sal, and paffing by the 
fouth of St. Nicholas anchored again at Mayo, as 
has been faid, where we made the fhorter ftay, be- 
caufe we could get no Pefh among the inhabitants, 
by reafon of the regret they had at their governor 


and his mien being carried away by captain Bond. 


So leaving the ifles of cape Verd we flood away to 
ek ee O32," the 
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the fouthward with the wind at E. N. E. intending 
to have touched no more till we came to the ftreights 
of Magellan. But when we came into the lat of 10 
deg. north, we met the winds at S. by W. and 
S.S. W. therefore we altered our refolutions, and 
{teered away for the coaft of Guinea, and in few 
days came to the mouth of the river of Sherbro 
which is an Enelith factory, lying fouth of Sierra- 
leona. We had one of our men who was well ac- 
quainted there, and by his direction we went in a- 
mong the fhoals, and came to an anchor. 

Sherbro was a good way fromus, fo I can give no 
account of the place, or our factory there, fave that 
I have been informed, that there is a confiderable 
trade driven there for a fort of red wood for dying 
which grows in that country very plentifully, itis 
called by our people camwood. A little within the | 
fhote where we anchored was a town of negroes, 
natives of this coaft. It was fkreen’d from our 
fight by a large grove of trees that grew between 
them and the fhore; but we went thither to them 
feveral times during the three or four days of our 
‘ ftay here, to refrefh ourfelves, and they as often 
came on board. us, bringing with them plantains, 
fugar-canes, palm-wines, rice, fowls and honey, 
which they fold us. They were no way fhy with 
us, being*well acquainted with the Englifh, by rea- 
fon of our Guinea factories and trade. This town 
feemed pretty large, the houfes but low and ordina- 
ry; but one great houfe in the midft of it, where 
their chief men meet and receive ftrangers ; and 
here they treated us with palm-wine. As to their 
perfons, they are like other negroes. While we lay 
here we fcrubbed the bottom of our fhip, and then 
filled allour water-cafks; and then buying up two 
puncheons of rice for our voyage, we departed — 
irom hence about the middle of November, 1683, 
profecuting 
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profecuting our intended courfe towards the ftreights 
of Magellan. 

_ We had but little wind after we got out, and very 
hot weather, with fome fierce tornadoes, common- 
ly rifing out of the N. E. which brought thurder, 
lightening and rain. Thefe did not laft long, 
fometimes not a quarter of an hour, and then the 
wind would fhufle about to the fouthward again, 
and fall flat calm, for thefe tornadoes commonly 
come againft the wind that is then blowing, as our 
thunder-clouds are often obferved to do in England, 
but the tornadoes I fhall defcribe more largely in 
my chapter on winds in the appendix to this book. 
At this time many of our men were taken with fe- 
vers, yet we loft but one. While we lay in the 
calms we caught feveral great fharks, fometimes 
two or three in a day, and eat them all, boiling and 
{queezing them dry, and then itewing them with 
vinegar, pepper, &c. for we had but little flefh on 


board. We took the benefit of every tornado, which 


came fometimes three or four in a day, and carried 
what fail we could to get to the fouthward, for we 


had but little wind when they were over, and thole 


{mail winds between the tornadoes were much a- 


‘gainft us, at S. by E. and S. S. E. till we paft the 


- 


equinoctial line, which we croft about a degree to 
the eaftward of the meridian of the ifle of St. Jago, 
one af the cape Verd iflands, 

At firft we could {carce lie S. W. but being got 
a degree to the fouthward of the line, the wind 
veered moft eafterly, and then we ftemmed S. W. 
by S. and as we got farther to the fouthward, fo the 
wind came about to the eaftward and frefhened up- 


onus. Inthe lat. of 3 S. we had the wind at S.E, 


in the lat. of 5 we had it at E. S. E, where it ftood 
a confiderable time, and blew a frefh top gallant 
gale. We then made the beft ufe of it, fteering on 
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brifkly with all the fail we could make; and this 
wind by the 18th of January carried us into the 
lat. of 36 fouth. In all this time we met with no- 
thing worthy remark; not fo much as a fith, -ex-. 
cept “fying fith, which have been fo often defcribed , 
that I chink it needlefs for me to do it. 

Here we found the fea much changed from its 
natural greennefs to a white, | or palith colour, which 
caufed -us to found, fuppofing we might ftrike 
ground ; for whenever we find the colour of the fea 
to change, we know we are not far from land. But 
here we found no ‘ground with 100 fathom line. . 
pai the Lizard, the variation thet our morning am-= 
plitude 15d. 50 m. védit, the variation increafing. 
‘The 20th day one of our furgeons died much jlament- 
ed, becaufe we had but one more for fuch a ‘danger- | 


ous voyage. — ir 


‘January 28th we made the Sibbel de Wards, 
which are three iflands lying in’ the’ lat./of gad, 
25 m. fouth, and longitude’ weft from the Lizard ' 
in England, by my account, 57 d. 28 m. the va- 
ration heb we found to be 23 di io.m. I had 


for a ‘month before. we came hither, sinduertiaald 


to perfuade captain Cook and his company to an- 
chor at thefé illands, where I told them we might 
prohably ¢ get water, as I then thought, and in ‘Cafe 
we fhoul de mifs of it here, yet by being good hus- 
bands of what we had, we might reach. Juan Fer- 
nandes jn the fouth feas, before our water was 
{pent. ’ This I urged to hinder their defigns of go- 
ing through the ‘freights of Magellan, wrisiich I 


-knew would prove very dangerous” to us, the rather, 


becanfe our’ men” being. privatéers, and’ fo ‘more 


wilful and Jefs under ‘corn maid would not be fo -_ 


ready to give a watchful attendance inva paflage fo 
little known, For although thele. men were more 
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under command, than I had ever feen any ptiva- 
teers, yet I could not expect to find them at a mi- 
nutes call, in coming to an anchor, or weighing 
anchot: befide, if ever we fhould have occafion to 
moor, or caft out two anchors, we had not a boat 
to carry out or weigh an anchor. Thee iflands of 
Sibbel de Wards were fo named by the Dutch. 
They are all three rocky barren iflands without any 
tree, only fome dildo bufhes growing on them ; 
and Indo believe there is no water on any one of 
them, for there was no appearance of any water. 
The two northernmoft we came clofe by, but could 
not ftrike ground till within two cables length. of 
the fhore, and there it was foul rocky ground. 
From the time that we were in ten degrees fouth, 
till we came to thefe iflands, we had the wind be- 
tween E, N. E. andthe N. N. E. fair weather and 
a brifk gale. The day that we made thefe iflands, 
we faw great fhoals of {mall lobfters, which co- 
loured the fea red in fpots for a mile in compats, 
and we drew fome of them out of the fea in our 
water-buckets. They were no bigger than the top 


of a man’s little finger, yet all their claws both great: 


and fmall like a lebfter. I never faw any of this 
fort of fith naturally red but here ; for ours on the 
Englith coaft, which are black naturally, are not red. 
till they are boil’d : neither did I ever any where 
elfe meet with any fith of the lobfter thape fo {mail 
as thefe; unlefs, it may be, fhrimps, or prawns 5 


captain Swan and captainlEaton met allo with fhoals. 
of this fifh in much the fame latitude and longi- 


tude. ) 
Leaving therefore the Sibbel de Ward iflands, as 
having neither good anchorage or water, we failed 
on directing our courfe for the ftreights of Mageilan. 
. But the winds hanging in the wefterward, and blow- 
~ ing hard, oft put us by our top-fails, fo that we 
| O4 | could 
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could not fetch it. The 6th day of February we 
fell in with the ftreights le Mair which is very 
high land on both fides, and the ftreights very nar- 
row, We had the wéitid at N. N. W.. a frefh gale, 
and feeing the opening of the ftreights, we ran in 
with it, till within four mile of the buch and then 
it fell calm, and we found a ftrong tide fetting out 
of the ftreights to the northward, and like to foun- 
der our thip, but whether flood or ebb I know not, 
only it made fuch a fhort/cockling fea, as ifit had 
been in a race, or place where two tides meet; for 
it ranevery way, fometimes breaking in over our 
waite, fometimes over our poop, fometimes. over the 
bow, and the thi; p tofled like an egg-fhell, fo that I 
never telt fuch wacertain jerks in a “thip : > at eight 
o'clock in the evening we had a {mall breeze at W. 
'N. W. and fteer’d away to the eaftward, intending 
to go round States ifland, the eaft end of which we 
| reached the next day by noon, having a frefh sels 
all night. 

The 7th day at noon being off the eait end io 
States ifland I hada good pulemaon of the fun, and 
found myfelf in lat. “ead. 52m} fouth.i) 

At the eaft end of States ifland are three {mall if- 
lands, or rather rocks, pretty high, and white with 
the dung of fowls. Wherefore, having obferved 
the fun, we haled up S. defigning to pafs round to 
‘the fouthward of cape Horn, which is the fouther- 
moft land of Terra del Fuego : the winds hung in 
~ the %, cai quarter betwixt the N. W. and the 
welt, fo that we could not get much to the weftward, 
“and we never faw Terra del Fuego after that even- | 
ing that we made the ftreight la Maire. I have 


| Whieard that there have been fitbltes and fires on Ter- 


ra del Fuego, not on the tops of hills, but in plains 
and valleys, feen by ba ype have failed through 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. a1y7 
the ftreights of Magellan, fuppofed to be made by 


the natives. 

Wedid not fee the ne at rifing or fetting, in order 
to takean amplitude atter weleft the Sibbel de Wards, 
tll we got into the South Seas ; therefore, I know 
not whether the variation aeanted any more or no: 
Indeed, I had an obfervation of the fun at noon, in 
lat. 59 deg. 30 min. and we were then ftanding to 

the fariiatd with the wind at W. b. N. and that 
night the wind came about more to the fouthward 
of the weft, and we tackt. I was then in lat. 60 b 
reckoning, which was the furthett fouth latitude that 
ever I was in. 

The 14th day-of Febtuary, being in lat, 57. and 
-to the weft of cape Horn, we had a violent ftorm, 
which held us to the 3d day of March, blowing 
commonly S. W. and S. W. by W. and W, S. W. 
thick weather all the time. with fmall drizling rain, 
but not hard:: we made a fhift, however, to rein 23 
barrels of rain water, befides what we dreit our vic- 
tuals withal. 

March the third, the wind tae at once, and 
came about to fouth, blowing a fierce gale of wind; 
foon after it came abet to the eaftward, and we 
flood into the fouth feas. 

The ninth day having an obfervation of cha fun, 
not having feen it of late, we found ourfelves in 
Jat. 47 d. 10, min, and the variation to be but 15d. 
30 min. eait. 

The wind ftood at  fouth eaft, we had fair wea- 
ther and a moderate gale, . and the 17th day we 
were in lat, 36 by obfervation, and then found the 
variation to be but eight degrees eatt. 

The 19th day when we looked out in the morn- 
ing, we faw a fhip to the fouthward of us, coming 
witb all the fail fhe could make after us: we lay 
muzled to let her come up with us, for we fuppofed 

her 
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her to be a Spanith thip, come from Baidivia bound 
fo Lima: we being now to the northward of Bal- 
divia, and this being the time of the year when 


‘Ships that trade thence to Baldivia return home, 


They had the fame opinion of us,’ and therefore 
friade fure to take us, but coming nearer, we both 
found our miftakes. This proved to be one cap- 
tain Eaton in a fhip fent purpofely from, London 
for the fouth feas. We hailed each other, and the 
€aptain came on board, and told us of his aétions 
@n the coaft of Brazil, and in the river of Plata. 
He met captain Swan (one that came from Eng- 
land to trade here) at the eaft entrance into the 
fireights. of Magellan, and they accompanied each 
Other through the ftreights, and were feparated af 
ter they were through by the fterm before menti- 
6ried. Both we and captain Eaton being bound for 
Juan Fernandes ifle, we kept company, and we 
fpared him bread and beef, and he fpared us water, 


‘which he took in as he paffed through the ftreights. 


‘March the 2ad, 1684, we came in fight of the 
ifland, and the next day got in and anchored in a. 


bay at the fouth end of the ifland, in twenty-five | 


fathom water, not two cables lengths from the fhore. 


We prefently got out our canoe, and went afhore ~ 
‘€o fee for a mofkito Indian, whom we left here when 
“we were chaced hence by three Spanifh fhips in the 


year 1681, a little before we went to Arica, captain 


‘Watlin being then our commander, after captain 
“Sharp was turned out. ~ ! Me aS 


This Indian lived here alone above three years, 


‘atid altho-he was feveral times fought after by the 


Spaniards, who knew he was left on the ifland, yet 


‘they could never find him. He was in the woods, 
‘hunting for goats, when captain Watlin drew off: 


his men, and the fhip was under fail before he came 
back to the fhore. He had with him-his gun and 
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a knife, with a fmall horn of powder, and a few 
fhot, which being fpent, he contrived a way by 
notching his knife, to faw the barrel of his gun in- 
to {mall pieces, wherewith he hade harpoons, lances 
hooks, and a long knife ; heating the pieces firft in 
the fire, which he ftruck with his gun-flint, and a 
piece of the barrel of his gun, which he hardned, 
Pie learnt to do that among the Englith. The 
hot pieces of iron he would hammer ont and bend 
as he pleafed with ftones, and faw them with his 
jagged knife, or grind them to an edge by long la- 
bour, and harden them to a good temper as there 
was occafion, All this may feem ftrange to thofe 
that are not acquainted with the fagacity of the In- 
dians ; but it isno more than thefe Mofkito-men 
are accuftoined to in their own country, where they 
make their own fithing and ftriking inftruments, 
without either forge or anvil, tho’ they {pend a 
oreat deal of time aboug them. ) 
“ Other wild indians who have not the ufe of iron, 
which the Mofkito men have from the Englith, 
‘ make hatches of a very hard ftone, with which they 
will cut down trees, (the cotton tree efpecially, 
which is afoft tender wood) to build their houfes or 
make canoes ; and, though in working their canoes 
hollow, they cannot dig them fo neat and thin, yet 
they will make them fit for their fervice. This their 
digging or hatchet-work they help out by fire ; whe- 
her for the felling of the trees, or for the making the 
infide of their canoe hollow. Thefe contrivances 


are ufed particularly by the favage Indians of Blew- | 


field’s river, defcribed in the roth chapter, whofe 


canoes and ftone-hatches I have feen. ‘Thefe ftone © 


hatches are about ten inches long, four broad and 
three inches thick in the middle. ‘They are sround 
away flat and fharp at both ends; right in the 


-midft, and clear round it they make a notch fo 


wide 
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wide and deep that a man might place his finger 
along it, and taking a flick or withe about four 
foot long, they bind it round the hatchet- head, in 
that HoteHn and fo twifting it hard, ufe it as an 
handle or helve; the head being held by it very fatt. 
Nor are other wild Indians lefs ingenious. Thofe 
of Patagonia, particularly, head their arrows with 
flint, cut or ground; which I have feen and ad- 
mired. But to return to our Mofkitoman on the 
ifle of Juan Fernandes. With, fuch inftruments as 
he made in that manner, he got fuch provifion as 
‘the ifland afforded, either goats or fith. He told 
us that at firft he was forced to eat feals, which is 
very ordinary meat, before he had made hooks, but 
afterwards he never killed any feals but ta make 
lines, cutting their fkins into thongs. He hada 
ditele houte or hut half a mile from the fea, which 
was lined with goats fkin ; his couch or barbecu of 
flicks lying along about qwo feet diftant from the 
ground, was fpread with the fame, and was all his 
bedding. He had no clothes left, having worn out 
thofe he brought from Watlin’s thip, but only a 
{kin about his wafte. He faw our fhip the day be- 
fore we came to an anchor, and did believe we were 
Englith, and therefore killed three. goats in the 
morning, before we came ta an anchor, and dreft 


‘them Beth cabbage, to treat us when we came on 


fhore. He came then to the fea fide to coneratu- 
Tate our fafe ar rival. And when we landed a “Mof- 


-kito Indian named Robin, firlt leap’d on thore, and 


running to bis bother mofkitoman, threw himfelf 


»flaron ae face at his feet, who helping him up and 


embracing him, fell flat with his face on the ground 
at Robin’s feet, and was by him taken up alfo. We 
ftood with pleafure to behold the furprize, tender- 


hels, and folemnity of this, interview, which was 


exceeding] y affectionate on -both fides; and when 
‘their 


~ 
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their ceremonies of civility were over, we alfo that 
ftood gazing at-them drew near, each of us ebrac- 
ing him we had found here, who was overjoyed to 
fee fo many of his old friends come hither, as he 
thought, purpofely to fetch him. He was named 
Will, as the other was Robin. Thefe were names 
given them by the Englifh, for they have no names 
among themielves ; and they take is as a geat fa- 
vour to be named by any of ‘us,- and will complain 
for want of it, if we do not appoint them fome 
name when they are with us ; faying of themfelves 
they are poor men, and have no name. 

This ifland is in lat. 34 deg. 15 min. and about 
one hundred and twenty leagues from the main. It 
is about twelve leagues round, full of high hills, 
and {mall peafant valleys ; which if manured, would 
probably produce any thing proper for the climate. 
The fides of the mountains are part favannahs, part 
wood-land. Savannahs are clear pieces of land with- 
out woods, not becaufe more barren than the wood- 
land, for they are frequently {pots of as good land 
as any, and often are intermixed with wood-land. 
In the bay of Campeachy are very large favanahs, 
which I have feen tull of cattle; but about the ri- 
ver of Plate are the largeft that ever I heard of, fifty 
fixty or an hundred miles in length; and Jamaica, 
Cuba, and Hifpaniola have many favannahs inters 
mix’d with woods. Places cleared of wood by art 
and labour do not go by this name, but thofe on- 
ly which are found fo in the uninhabited parts of 
America, fuch as this ifle of Juan Fernandes; or 
which were originally clear in other parts. 

The grafs in thefe favannahs at JuanFernandes is 
not a Jong flaggy grafs, fuch as is ufually in the fa- 
vannahs in the Weft Indies, but a fort of kindly 
grafs, both thick and flourifhing the greateft part of 
the year. The woods afford divers forts of trees, fome 


large 
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large and good timber for building, but none fit 
for mafts. The cabbage trees of this ifle are but 
{mall and low, yet afford a good head, and the cab- 
bage very fweet. This tree I thall deferibe in the 
appendix; in the bay of Campeachy. Hy: 

The favannahs are ftocked with godts in great 
herds 5 but thofe that live on the eaft end, tho’ 
there is much more grafs; and plenty of water in -- 


every valley, neverthelefs they thrive not fo well 


here as on the weft end, whete is lefs food; and 
yet there are found geater flocks, and thofe too 
fatcer and-[weeters) is) gi nt ee ie ee 
The weit end of the ifland is all bigh champaiga 
ground without any valley, and but one place to 


land; there is neither wood, nor any frefh waters 


and the grafs fhort and dry. baer ‘ 
Goats were firft put on the ifland by Juan Fer- 
nandes,; who firft difcovered it in his voyage from 
Lima to Baldivia: (and difcovered alfo another ifz 
land about the fame bignefs, twenty leagues to the 
weltward of this). From thofe goats thefe were 
propagated, and the ifland hatli taken its name, 
from this its firft difcoverer, who when he returned . 


to Lima defired a patent for it, defigning to fetrle 


here; and it was in his fecond voyage hither that 
he fet afhore three or four goats, which have fince 


by their increafe, fo well ftocked the whole ifland: | 
But he never could get a pac for it, therefore it 


hes fill deftiture of inhabitants, though doubtlefg 
capable of maintaining four or five hundred fatnilies, 
by what may be produced off the land only. I 
{peak much. within compals; for the Savanahs 


would at prefent feed one thoufand head of cattle 


befides goats, and the land being cultivated would 
probably bear corn, or wheat, and good _peafe, 
yams, Or potatoes ; for the land in the valleys and 
fides of the mountains is of a-good black fruitful 

ey | mould. 
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mould. | The fea about it is likewife very produc 
tive of its inhabitants. Seals fwarm as thick aboue 
this iland, as if they had no other place in the 


world to live in; for there is not a bay nor rock 


that one can get afhore on, but is full of them, 
Sea lions are here in great companies, and fifh, pars 
ticularly fnappers and rock-fifh, are fo plentiful, 
that two men in an hours time will take with hook 

and line, as many as will ferve one hundred men, 
The feals are a fort of creatures pretty well 
known, yet it may not be amifs to defcribe them, 
They are as big as calves, the head of them like a 
dog, therefore called by the Dutch the fea-houndg, 
Under each fhoulder grows a long thick fin: Thefe 
ferve them to fwim with when in the fea, and are 
inftead of legs to them when on the land for raifing 
their bodies up on end, by the help of thefe fins or 
ftumps, and fo having their tail-parts drawn clofe 
under them, they rebound as it were, and throw 
their bodies forward, drawing their hinder-parts af- 
ter them; and then again rifing up, and {pringing 
forward with their fore-parts, alternately, they lie 
tumbling thus up and down, all the while they are 
moving on land. From their fhoulders to their 
tailsthey grow tapering like fifh, and have two 
{mall fins on each fide the rump; which is com- 
monly covered with their fins. Thefe fins ferve in- 
ftead of a tail in the fea; and on land they fit on 
them, when they give fuck to their young. Their 
hair is of divers colours, as black, grey, dun, fpot- 
ted; looking very fleek and plealant when they 
come farft out of the fea: For thefe at Juan Fer- 
nandes have fine thick fhort furr; the like I have 
‘mot taken notice of any where but in thefe feas, 
Here are always thoufands, I might fay poffibly 
millions of them, either fitting on the bays, or ga- 
ing and coming into the fea round the ifland, 
| which 


224 The Vovaces and ApvEenTuRES of 


which is covered with them (as they lye at the top 
of the water playing and funning themfelves) fora 
mile or two from the fhore. When they come out 
of the fea, they bleat like fheep for their young ; 
and though they pafs through hundreds of other 
young ones, before they come to their own, yet 
they will not fuffer any of them to fuck. The. 
young ones are like puppies, and lie much afhore; 
but when beaten by any of us, they, as well as the 
old ones, will make toward the fea, and fwim very 
fwift and nimble; though on fhore they lye very 
flugeifhly, and will not go out of our way unlefs 
we beat them, but fnap at us. . A blow on the nofe 
foon kills them. Large fhips might here load 
theméelves with feal fkins, and train-oil; for they 
are extraordinary fat. Seals are found as well in 
cold as hot climates; and in the cold places they 
love to get on lumps of ice, where they will lie and 
{un themfelves, as here on the land: They are fre- 
quent in the northern parts of Europe and America, 
and in the fouthern parts of Africa, as about the 
cape of Good Hope, and at the ftreights of Magel- 
lan: and though I never faw any in the Welt In- 


dies, but in the bay of Campeachy, at certain if- 


Jands called the Alacranes, and at others called the 
Defartes ; yet they are over all the American coaft 


of the fouth feas, from Terra del Fuego, up to the « 


equinoctial line: but to the north of the equinox 
again, in thefe feas, I never faw any, till as far as 

21 north lat. nor did I ever fee any in the Eaft In- 
dies, In general they feem to refort where there is . 
plenty of fifh, for that 1s their food: and fifth, fuch 

as they feed on, as cods, groopers, &c. are moft 


plentiful on rocky coafts: and fuch is moftly. this — ‘f 


weftern coaft of the fouth America; as I fhall fur~ 
ther relate. re ee 


The 
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The fea lion is a large creature about twelve or 
fourteen feet long. ‘The biggeft part of his body 
is as bio as a bull: it is fhaped like a feal, but fix 
times as big. ©The head is like a_lion’s head, 
it hath a broad face with many long hairs growing 
about its lips like a cat. It has a great gogele eye, 
the teeth three inches long, about the bignefs of a 
man’s thumb. In capt. Sharp’s time, fome of our 
men made dice with them. They have no hair on 
their bodies like the feal, they are of a dun colour, 
and are all extraordinary fat; one of them being 
cut up and boiled, will yield a hogfhead of oil, which 
is very {weet and wholefome to fry meat withal. 
The iean flefh is black, and of a courfe grain; yet 
indifferent good food. They will lie a week at a 
time afhore, if not difturbed. Where three or four, 
or more of them come afhore together, they huddle 
one on another like fwine, and grunt like thena, 
making a hideous noife. They eat fifh, which I 
believe is their common food. 

The fnapper is a fifh made much like a roach, 
but a great deal bigger. It hath a large head and 
mouth, and great gills. The back is of a bright 
red, the belly of a filver colour: The fcales are as 
broad as a fhilling. The {napper is excellent meat, 
They are in many places in the Weft Indies, and 
the fouth feas; I have not feen them any where he- 
fide. 

The rock-fith is called by feamen a groaper; the 
Spaniards cail it a baccalao, which is the name for 
cod, becaufe it is much like it. It is rounder than 
the fnapper, of a dark brown colours; and hath 
{mall f{cales no bigger than a filver penny. This 


fith is good fweet meat, and is found in great plen-._ 


ty onall the coaft of Peru and Chili. 
There are only two bays in the whole ifland 
where {hips may anchor; thefe are both at the 
No, 8, : P eat 
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-eaft end, and in both of them is a rivulet of good 


frefh water. Either of thefe bays may be fortified 
with little charge, to that degree, that fifty men 


in each may be able to keep off one thoufand ; and 


there is no coming into thefe bays from the weft 
end, but with great difficulty, over the mountains, 
where if three men are placed, they may keep down 
as many as come againft them on any fide. This 
was partly experienced by five Englifhmen that 
captain Davis left here, who defended themfelves 
againft a great body of Spaniards who landed in 
the bays, and came here to deftroy them; and 


though the fecond time one of their conforts defert- 


ed and fled to the Spaniards, yet the other four 
kept their ground, and were afterwards taken in 
from hence by captain Strong of London. 

We remained at Juan Fernandes fixteen days; 
our fick men were afhore all the time, and one of 
captain Eaton’s doctors, (for he had four in his 
fhip) tending and feeding them with goat, and fe- 


veral herbs, whereof here are plenty growing in. 


the brooks; for their difeafes were chiefly {cor- 


butick. 


Coit A Be a ahs 
Phe author departs from Juan Fernandes coafting north- 
ward to the ifles of Lobos and Gallipagos, Caldera 


bay, Realejo or Rio Lexo and Amapalla in the king- 
dom of Mexico. M 


HE eighth of April, 1684, we failed from the 
B. ifle of Juan Fernandes with the wind at S. E. 
We were now two fhips in company ; capt. Cook’s, 


4 


whofe fhip I was in, and who here took the fick- 
nefs of which he died a while after, and- captain 
Eaton’s, Qur paflage lay now along the Pacifick 


fea, 


“ 
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fea, properly fo called. For though it be ufual with 
our map-makers to give that name to this whole o+ 
céan, calling ic Mare Auftrale, Mar del Zur, or 
Mare Pacificum y yet in my opinion, the name of 
the Pacifick fea ought not to be extended from 
fouth to north, farther than from 30 to about 4 de- 
grees fouth latitude, and from the Américan fhore 
weftward indefinitely, with refpeét to my obferva- 
tion, who have been in thefe parts 250 leagues or 
more from land, and ftill had the fea very quiet 
from winds. For in all this tract of water, 
of which I have fpoken, there areno dark rainy 
clouds, though often a thick horizon, fo as to hin- 
der an obfervron of the fun with the quadrant, and’ 
in the morning hazy weather frequently, and thick 
mifts, but fcarce able to wet one, Nor are’ there 
in this fea any winds but the trade-wind, no tem- 
pelts, no tornadoes, or hurricanes (though north of 
the equator, they are met with as well in this ocean 
as'in the Atlantick) yet the fea itfelf at the new and 
‘full of the moon, runs with high, large, long 
furges, but fuch as never break out at fea, and fo 
are fafe enough; unlefs that where they fell in and: 
break upon the fhore, they make it bad'landing. 

In this fea we made the beft of our way towards 
the line, till in the lat. 24 S, where we fell in’ with. 
the main land of fouth America. All this’ coaft' 
of the land, both of Chili and Peru is vaftly high, 
therefore we kept twelve or fourteen leagues off 
from fhore, being unwilling to be feen by the Spa- 
niards dwelling there. The land (efpecially beyond 
this, from 24 deg. ‘S, lat. to 17, and from 14 to 
TQ) is of a moft prodigious height, It lies generale’ 
ly in ridges parallel to the fhore, and three or four 
ridges, one with another, each furpaffing the other 
intheight, and‘ thofe that are fartheft within land: 
are much higher than the others. They always ap- 
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pear blue when feen at fea ; fometimes they are ob- 
{cured with clouds, but not fo often as the high 
Jands in other parts of the world, for here are {fel- 
dom or never any rains on thefe hills, any more 
than in the fea near it; neither are they fubjye¢ct to 
fogs. Thefe are the higheft mountains that ever I 
faw, far furpafling the Pike of Teneriffe, or Santa 
Martha, and I believe any mountains in the world. 

I have feen very high land in the lat. of 30 S. 
but nor fo high as in the latitudes before defcribed. 
In fir John Narborough’s voyage alfo to Baldivia, 


(a city on this coaft) mention is made of very high. 


land feen near Baldivia; and the Spaniards with 
whom I have difcourfed have told me, that there is 
very high land all the way between Coquimbo, 
(which lies in about 30 deg. S. lat.) and Baldivia, 
which is in 4a fouth ; fo that by all likelihood thefe 


ridges of mountains do run in a continued chain 


from one end of Peru and Chili to the other, all 
alone the fouth fea coaft, called ufually the Andes, 


or Sierra Nivada des Andes. ‘The exceflive height. 


of thefe mountains may, poffibly, be the reafon, 


that there are no rivers of note that fall into thefe 


feas. Some fmall rivers indeed there are, but very 
few of them, for in fome places there is not one 
that comes out into the fea in 150 or 200 leagues, 
and where they are thickeft they are 30 40, or 50 
leagues afunder, and too little and fhallow to be 
navigable, Befides, fome of thefe do not conftantly 
run, “but are dry at certain feafons of the year; as 
the river of Ylo, runs flufh with a quick current at 


‘the latter end of January, and fo continues till 


June, and then it decreafeth by degrees, growing 
lefs, and running flow till the latter end a Sep- 
tember, when it “fails wholly, and runs no more till 
January again ; this I have {een at both feafons, in 
two former voyages I made hither, and have been 
3 hi informed 
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informed by the Spaniards, that other rivers on this 
coaft are of the like nature, being rather torrents 
or land floods caufed by their rains at certain fea 
fons far within land, than perennial f{treams 

We kept ftill along in fight of this coatt, but at 
a good diftance trom it, encountering with nothing 
of note, till in the lat. of 9 deg. 40 min. fouth, on 
the third of May we defcried a fail to the north- 
ward of us. She was plying to windward, we 
chaced her, and captain Eaton being a head foon 
took ker: fhe came from Guiaquil about a month 
before, laden with timber, and was bound to Lima. 
Three days before we took her fhe came from San- 
ta, whither fhe had gone for water, and where they 
had news of our being in thefe feas by an exprefs 
from Baldivia, for as we afterwards heard, captain 
Swan had been at Baldivia to feek a trade there, 
and he having met captain Eaton in the ftreights 
of Magellan, the Spaniards of Baldivia were doubt- 
lefs informed of us by him, fufpecting him alfo to 
be one of us, tho’ he was not. Upon this hews 
the viceroy of Lima fent exprefles to all the fea 
ports, that they might provide themfelves againft 
our affaults. : 

We immediately fteered away for the ifland Lo- 
bos, which lies in lat. 6 deg 24 min. fouth lat. (1 
took the elevation of it afhore with an aftrolabe) 
and its five leagues form the main ; it is called Lo- 
bos de la Mar, to diftinguifh it from another that 
is not far from it, and extremely like it, called Lo- 
bos de la Terra, for it lies. nearer the main. Lobos, 
or Lovos, is the Spanifh name for a feal, of which 
there are great plenty abouc thefe, and feveral other 
iflands in thefe feas that go by this name. 

The oth of May we arrived at this ifle of Lobos 
de la Mar, and came to an anchor with our prize. 
This Lobos cenfifts indeed of two little iflandss 
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each about a mile round, of an indifferent height, 
a {mall channel between, At for boats only ; and {e- 
veral rocks lying on the north fide of the iflands, a 
little way fiom fhore. There is a {mall cove or 
fandy bay fheltered from the winds, at the weft end 
of the ealtermoft iland, where fhips may careen 
the reft of the fhore, as well round the two iflands 
as between them, is a rocky coatt, confifting of 
{mall clifs. Within land they are both of them 
partly rocky, and partly fandy, barren, without 
any frefh water, tree, fhrub, grafs, herbs, or any 
land animals, but the feals and fea-lions come afhore 
here and of fowls there are multitudes ; as boobies, 
but moftly penguins, which I have feen plentifully 
all over the fouth feas, on the coatt of Newfound- 
land, and of the Cape of Good Hope. They are 
afea fowl, about as big as a duck, and fuch deetg:.. 
but a fharp bill, feeding on ffh. They do not fly 
but flutter, having rather ftumps like a young gof- 
lins, than wings ; and thefe are inftead of fins to 
them in the water. Their feathers are downy. Their 
flefh is but ordinary food; but their eggs are good 
meat. There is another fort of {nvall black tewl, 
taht make holes in the fand tor their night habit- 
ations, whofe fleth is good {weet meat; I never faw 
any of them but here and at Juan Fernandes. 
There is good riding between the eaftermoft 
ifJand and the rocks, in ten, twelve or fourteen fa- 
thom; for the wind is commonly at S. or 8. S. Ey 
and the eaftermoft ifland lying eaft and weft thelters 
that road. | 3 
Here we {crubbed our hips, and being in a rea- 
dinefs to fail, the prifoners were examined, te know 
if any of them could conduct us to fome town 
where we might make fome attempt : for they had 
before informed us that we were deicried by theSpa- 
alards, and by that we knew that they would fend 
no 
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no riches by fea fo long as we were here. Many 
towns were confidered on, as Guiaquil, Zana, 
Truzillo, and others; at laft Truxillo was pitched 
on as the moft important, therefore the likelieft to 
make us a voyage if we could conquer it, which 
we did not much queftion, though we knew it to 
be a very populous city ; but the greateft difficulty 
was in landing, for Guanchaco, which is the near- 
eft fea-port to it, but fix miles off, is a bad place to 
land ; fometimes the very fifhermen that live there 
are not able to get in for three or four days. How- 
ever the 17th of May in the afternoon, our men 
of both fhips companies were muftered, and their 
arms proved. We were in all ro8 men fit for fer- 
vice, befides the fick; and the next day we intend- 
ed to fail and take the wood prize with us. But the 
next day one of our men being afhore betimes on 
the ifland defcried three fail bound to the north- 
ward, two of them without the ifland to the welt- 
ward, the other between it and the continent. 

We foon got our anchors up and chafed ; and cap- 
tain Eaton, who drew the leaft draught of water, 
put though between the weftermoft ifland and the 
rocks, and went after thofe two that were without. 
the iflands. We in captain Cook’s fhip went after 
the other, which ftood in for the main land, but we 
foon fetched her up, and having taken her, ftood 
in again with her to the ifland, for we faw that cap- 
tain Eaton wanted no help, having taken both 
thofe that he went after. He came in with one of 


his prizes ; but the other was fo far to leeward, and 


fo deep that he could not then get her in; but he 
hoped to get her in the next day, but being deep 


laden, as defigned to go down before the wind to- 


Panama, fhe would not bear fail. 
The roth day fhe turned all day, but got nothing 


nearer the ifland. Our Mofkito ftrikers according: 
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to their cuftom went and ftruck fix turtles, for 
here are indifferent plenty of them. Thefe {hips 
that we took the day before came from Guanchaco, 
all three laden with flower, bound for Panama. Two 
of them were laden as deep as they could {wim, the 
other was not above half laden, but was ordeted by 
the vice-roy of Lima to fail with the other two, or 
elfe fhe fhould not fail till we were gone out of 
the feas; for he hoped they might efcape us by fet- 
ting out early. In the biggeft fhip was a letter to 
the prefident of Panama from the vice-roy of Lima, 
alluring him, that there were enemies come into 
that fea; for which reafon he had difpatched thefe 
three fhips with flour, that they might not want ; 
for Panama is fupplied from Peru, and defired him 
to be frugal of it, for he knew not when he thould 
fend more. In this fhip were likewife feven or eight 
tons of marmalate of quinces, anda ftately mule 
fent to the prefident, and a very large image of the 
virgin Mary in wood, carved and painted to adorn 
anew church at Panama, and fent from Lima by 
the vice-roy $ for this great fhip came from thence 
not long before. She brought alfo from Lima 
800000 pieces of eight to carry with her to Panama zs 
but while fhe lay at Guanchaco, taking in her la- 
ding of flour, the merchants hearing of capt.Swan’s 
being at Baldivia, ordered the money afhore again, 
Thele prifoners likewife informed us that the gens 
tlemen, inhabitants of Truxillo, were building a 
fort at Guanchaco, which is the fea port for Truxil- 
lo, clofe by the fea, purpofely to hinder the defiens 
of any that fhould attempt to land there: Upon 
this news we altered our former relolutions, ‘and re- 

folved to go with our three prizes to the Gallipa- 

gos, which are a great many large iflands, lying. 
ome under the équator,. others on each fide of it. 

I fhall here omit the defcription of Truxillo ; bes 
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caufe in my appendix at the latter end of the book; 
I intend to give a general relation of ntoft of the 
towns of note on this coaft, from Baldivia to Pana- 
ma, and from thence towards California. 

The rgth day in the evening we failed from the 
ifland Lobos; with captain Eaton in our company. 
We carried the three flour ‘prizes with us, but our 
firft prize laden with timber, we left here at an 
anchor, the wind was at S. by E. which is the 
common trade-wind here, and we fteered away N. 
W. by N. intending to run into the latitude of the 
-ifles Gallipagos, and fteer off weft, becaufe we 
did not know the certain diftance, and therefore 
could not fhape a direct courfe to them. When we 
came within 40 minutes of the equator, we fteered 
weit, having the wind at fouth, a very moderate 
gentle gale. It was the 31{t day of May when we 
firft had fight of the iflands Gallipagos ; fome of 
them appeared on our weather-bow, forme on our 
lee-bow, others right a head. We at firft fight 
trimm’d our fails, and fteered as nigh the wind as 
we could, ftriving to get to the fouthermoft of them, 
but our prizes being deep laden, their fails but 
{mall and thin, and a very fmall gale, they could 
“not keep up with us; therefore we likewife edged 
away again, a point from the wind, to keep near 
them ; and in the evening the fhip that I was in, 
and captain Eaton, anchored on the eaft fide 
of one of the eaftermoft iflands, a mile from the 
fhore, in fixteen fathom water, clean, white, hard 
fand. 

‘The Gallipagos iflands are a great number of 
uninhabited iflands, lying under, and on both fides 
of the equator. The eaftermoft of them are about 
one hundred and ten leagues from the main. They 
ate laid. down in the longitude of one hundred and 
eighty one, reaching to the weftward as far as 
aot one 
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one hundred and feventy fix, therefore their lon- 
gitude frc1i England weflward is about ‘fixty eight 
degrees. But I believe our hydrographers do not 
place them far enough to the weftward. The Spa- 
niards who farft difcovered them, and in whofe drafts 


alone they are laid down, report them to be a great 


number, ftretching northweft from the line, as far 
as five degrees north, but we faw not above four- 
teen or fitteen. 
eight leacues long, and three or four broad. They 
are of a good height, moft of them flat and even on 
the top; four or five of the eaftermoft.are rocky, 


barren and hilly, producing neither tree, herb, nor- 


grafs; but a few dildo-trees, except by the fea 
fide. The dildo-tree is a green prickly thrub, 


that grows about ten or twelve feet high, without. 


either leaf or fruit. It is as big as a man’s leg, 
from the root to the top, and it is full of fharp 
prickles, growing in thick rows from top to bot- 
tom; this fhrub is fit for no ufe, not fo much as 
to burn. Clofe by the fea there grows in fome 
places bufhes of Burton-wood, which is very good 
firing. This fort of wood grows in many places in 
the Welt Indies, efpecially in the bay of Cam- 
peachy, and in the Sambalas. I never faw any in 
thefe feas but here. There is water on thefe barren 
iflands, in ponds and holes among the rocks. Some 
other of thefe iflands are moftly plain and low, and 
the land more fertile ; producing trees of divers forts, 
unknown to us. Some of the weftermott of thefe 
iflands, are nine or ten leagues long, and’ fix or 
feven broad, the mould deep and black. Thefe 
Produce trees of great and tall bodiés, efpecially 
mammee-trees, which grow here in great groves. 
In thete large iflands, there are fome pretty big: ri- 
vers, and on many of the other leffer iflands, there 
are brooks of good water. The Spaniards whe 

i. they 


They are fome of them feven or 


+ 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 235 


they firft difcovered thefe iflands, found multitudes 
of guanoes, and land turtle or tortoile, and named 
them the Gallipagos iflands. I do believe there is 
no place in the world that is fo plentifully ftored 
with thefe animals. The guanoes here, are as 
fat and large, as any that I ever faw; they are 
fo tame, that a man may knock down twenty in 
an houts time with a club. The land-turtle are 
here fo numerous, that five or fix hundred men 
might fubfift on them alone for feveral months, 
without any other fort of provifion: They are ex- 
traordinary large and fat, and fo fweet, that no 
pullet eats more pleafantly. One of the largeft of 
thefe creatures will weigh one hundred and fifty, or 
two hundred weight, and fome of them are two 
feet, or two feet ‘fix inches over the callapee or 
belly. I never faw any but at this place, that will 
weigh above thirty pounds weight. I have heard 
that at the ifle of St. Lawrence or Madagafcar, and 
at the Englifh foreft, an ifland near it, called alfo 
Don Mafcarenha or Bourbon, and now poffefied 
by the French; there are very large ones, but whe- 
ther fo big, fat, and {weet as thefe, I know not. 
There are three or four forts of thefe creatures in 
the Weft Indies. One is called by the Spaniards, 
hecatee ; thefe live moft in frefh water ponds, and 
feldom come on land. They weigh about ten or 
fifteen pounds; they have fmall legs and flat feet, 
and {mall long necks. Another fort is called tena- 
pen, thefe are a great deal lefs than the hecatee ; the 
fhell on their backs is all carved naturally, finely 
wrought, and well clouded: the backs of thefe are 
rounder than thofe before mentioned ; they are o- 
therwife much of the fame form: thefe delight to 
live in wet fwampy places, or on the land near 
fuch places. Both thefe forts are very good meat. 
They are in great plenty on the ifle of Pinos near 

Cuba : 
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Cuba: there the Spanifh hunters when they méet 
them in the woods, bring them home to their huts; 
and mark them by notching their fhells, then let 


them go; this they do to have them at hand, for 


they never ramble far from thence, When thefeé 
liunters return to Cuba, after about a month of 
fix weeks ftay, they carry with them three of 
four hundred, or more, of thefe créatures to fells 
for they are very godd meat, and every man knows 
his own by their marks. Thefe tortoife in the Galli- 
pagos are more like the hecatee, except that, as I faid 
betore, they are tnuch bigger and they have very 
long imall necks and little heads. ‘There are fome’ 
green {nakes on thefe iflands, but no other land ani- 
mal that I ever faw. There are great plenty of 
turtle-doves fo tame, that a man may kill five or 
fix’ doven in W forenoon’ Wich W THER, They are 
fomewhat lefs than a pigeon, and are very good 
meat and commonly fat. 

There are good wide channels biceivten thefe if- 
lands fit for thips to pafs, and in fome places fhole 
Water, where there grows plenty of turtle-grafs; 
therefore thefe iflands are plentifully ftored with 
fea-turtle, of that fort vehiai is called the oreen- 
turtle. I have hitherto deferred the defeription of 
thefe creatures, therefore I fhall give it here. There 
are four forts of fea-turtle, viz. the trunk turtle, 
tiie loggerhead, the hawksbill, and the green turtle. 
The trunk turtle is commonly bigger than the 
Other, their backs are’ higher and Froanaene and 


their flefh rank and not wholefome. The logger-— 


ead is fo called, becaufe ‘it hath a oreat head, 
tach bigger than the other forts ; their flefh i is ket? 


wife very “rank, and feldom eaten but in cafe of | 


necefity : they teed on mofs that grows about tocks. 
The hawksbill turtle is the leaft kind, they are fo 


called becaufe their mouths are long and froall; 


fome- 
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fomewhat refembling the bill of a hawk: On the 
backs of thefe. hawksbill turtle grows that fhell 
‘which is fo much efteemed for making cabinets, 
combs, and other things. ‘The largeft of them 
may have three pound and a half of hell, I have 
taken fome that have had three pounds ten ounces ; 
but they commonly have a pound and a half, or 
two pounds, fome not fo much: thefe are but ordi- 
nary food, but generally {weeter than the logger- 
head: yet thefe hawksbills in fome places are un- 
wholfome, caufing thofe that eat them to purge and 
vomit exceffively, efpecially thofe between the Same 
balas and Portobello. We meet with other fith in 
the Weft Indies of the fame malignant nature: 
Thefe hawksbill turtles are better or worfe accord. 
ing to their feeding. In fome places they feed on 
grafs, as the green tortoile alfo doth ; in other places 
they keep among racks, and feed on mofs or fea 
weeds; but thefe are not fo fweet as thofe that eat 
erafs, neither is their fhell fo clear, for they are 
commonly overgrown with barnacles which {poil 
the fhell ; and their flefh is commonly yellow, eipe~ 

cially the fat. | 
Hawksbill turtle are in many places of the Weft 
Indies. They have iflands and places peculiar to 
themfelves where they Jay their eggs, and feldom 
come among any other turtle. Thefe, and all o- 
ther turtle lay eggs in the fand, their time of laying 
is in May, June, July ; fome begin fooner, fome 
later. © They Jay three times in a feafon, and at 
each time eighty. or ninty eggs. . Their eggs are 
as big as a hen’s egg, and very round, covered 
only with a white rough kin. There are fome 
bays on the north fide of Jamaica, where thefe. 
hawksbills refort to lay.. In the bay of Honduras 
are iflands which they likewife make their breeding 
places, and many places along all the coaft on the 
main 
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main of the Weft Indies, from Trinidada to La 
Vera Cruz in the bay of Nova Hifpania or Mexico, 
When a fea-turtle turns out of the fea to lay, the is 
is at leaft an hour before the returns again ; for the 


is to go above high water mark, and if it be low 


water when fhe comes afhore, the mutt reft once or 
twice, before fhe comes to the place where fhe lays, 
When fhe hath found a place for her purpofe, fhe 


_ makes a great hole with her fins in thefand. where» 


in fhe lays her eggs, then covers them two feet 
deep with the fame fand which fhe threw out of the 
hole, and fo returns : Sometimes they come up the 
night betore they intend to lay, and take a view of 
the place, and fo having made a tour, or femicir~ 
cular march, they return’to the fea again, and they 
never fail to come afhore the next night to lay near 
that place, All forts of turtle ufe the fame methods 
in laying. I knew a man in Jamaica that made 
eight pounds fterling of the thell of thefe hawksbill 
turtle which he got in one feafon, and in one {malk 
bay, not half'a mile long. The manner of taking 


them is to watch the bay, by walking from one 


part to the other all night ; making no noife, nor 
keeping any fort of light, When the curtle come 
afhore, the man that watches for them turns them! 
on their backs, then hales them above high water 
mark, and leaves them till the morning. A large 
green turtle with her weight and ftrugeling will puz- 
zle two men to turn her, The hawksbill turtle are 
not only found in the Weft Indies, but on the coat 


of Guinea, and in the Eaft Indies: I never faw any - 


in the fouth feas. , | 

The green turtles are fo called, becaufe their 
thell is greener than any other, It is very thin and 
clear, and better clouded than the hawksbill : 
but “tis ufed only for inlays, being extraordinary 
thin. Thefe turtles are generally larger than the 
| —- hawks- 
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hawksbill: One will weigh two or three hundred 
pounds: Their backs are flatter than the hawksbill, 
their heads round and fmall. Green turtles are the 
{weeteft of all the kinds: But there are degrees of 
them, both in refpect to their flefh and their big- 
nefs. I have obferved that at Blanco in the Weft 
Indies, the green turtles (which is the only kind 
there) are larger than any other in the north feas. 
There they commonly weigh two hundred and 
eighty or three hundred pounds: Their fat is yel- 
low, and the lean white, and their flefh extraordi- 
nary {weet. At Boca Toro, weft of Portobello, 
they are not fo large, their flefh not fo white ; nor 
the fat fo yellow. Thofe in the bays of Honduras 
and Campeachy are fomewhat fmaller ftill, their fat 
is green, and the lean of a darker colour than thofe 
at Boca Toro. [ heard of a monftrous green turtle 
once taken at Port Royal in the bay of Campeachy, 
that was four feet deep from the back to the belly, 
and the belly fix feet broad ; captain Roch’s fon of 
about nine or ten years of age went in it as ina 
boat, on board his father’s fhip about a quarter of © 
a mile from the fhore. The leaves of fat afforded 
eight gallons of oil. The turtles that live among 
the keys or {mall iflands on the fouth fide of Cuba, 
are a mixed fort, fome bigger fome lefs; and fo 
their flefh is of a mixed colour, fome green, fome 
dark, fome yellowifh. With thefe Port Royal in 
Jamaica is conftantly fupplied, by floops that come 
hither with nets to take them. They carry them 
alive to Jamaica, where the turtlers have wears 
made with ftakes in the fea to preferve them alive 5 
and the market is every day plentifully ftored with — 
turtle, it being the common food there, chiefly for 
the ordinary fort of people. | 
Green turtles live on grafs which grows in the 
fea, in three, four, five, or fix fathom water at 
moft 
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moft of the places before mentioned. This grafs 
is. different from manatee-crafs, for that is a {mall 
blade: but this a quarter of an inch broad and fix 
inches long. The turtles of the iflands Gallipagos, 
are a fort of a baftard green turtle, for their thell is 
thicker than other green turtle in the Weft or Eatt 
Indies, and their flefh is not fo fweet. 


mon for thefe to be two or three feet deep, and their 
callapees,or bellies five feet wide; but there are other 
green turtles in the South feas that are not fo big as 
the fmalleft hawk{fbill. . Thefe are feen at the ifland 
Plata, and other places thereabouts; they feed on 
mofs, and are very rank, but fat, 

Both thefe forts are different from any others 5 
for both he’s and fhe’s come afhore in the day time, 
and lie in the fun, but in other places none but the 


fhe’s go afhore, and that in the nignt only, to lay 


‘their eggs ; the beft feeding for turtle in the fouth 
feas is among thefe Gallipagos iflands ; for here is 
plenty of grafs. te ey ord 

There is another fort of green turtle in the fouth 
feas which are but {mall, yet pretty {weet ; thefe 
lie weftward on the coaft of Mexico. One thing is 
very ftrange and remarkable in thefe creatures that. 
at the breeding time they leave for two or three 
months their common haunts where they feed moft 
ef the year, and retort to other places, only to lay 
their eggs ; and it is not thought that they eat any 
thing during this feafon, fo that both he’s and fhe’s 
grow very lean, but the he’s to that degree that 
none will eat them, The moft remarkable places 
that I ever heard of for their breeding, is at an 
ifland in the Weft Indies called Caimanes, and the 
ifle Afcention in the Weftern Ocean, and when the 


'. breeding time is paft there are none remining, 


Doubtlels they {wim fame hundreds of leagues to 
egmg 


They are 


larger than any other green turtle; for it is com- 
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come to thofe two places ; for it hath been often 
obferved that at Caimanes, at the breeding time, 
there are found all thofe forts of turtle betore ce- 
fcribed. The South Keys of Cuba are above forty 
leagues from thence, which is the neareft place 
that thefe creatures can come from, and it is moft 
certain that there could not live fo many there as 
come here in one feafon. 

Thofe that go to lay atAfcention muft needs tra- 
vel much farther, for there is no land nearer it 
than three hundred leagues; and it is certain that 
thefe creatures live always near the fhore. In the 
South fea likewife the Gallipcgos is the place where 
they live the greateft part of the year, yet they go 
from thence at their feafon over to the main, to lay 
their eges, which is one hundred leagues, the near- 
eft place. Altho’ multitudes of thefe turtles go 
from their common places of feeding and abode, to 
thofe laying places, yet they do not all go; and at 
the time when the turtles refort to thefe places to 
lay their eggs, they are accompanied with abun- 
dance of fifh, efpecially tharks ; the places which 
the turtle then leave being at that time deftitute of 
fifth, which follow the turtle. 

When the fhe’s go thus to their places to lay the 
males accompany them, and never leave them till 
their return: both male and female are fat the be- 
ginning of the feafon; but before they return, the 
males as I faid, are fo lean that they are not fit to 
eat, but the females are good to the very laft; It is 
reported of thefe creatures, that they are nine days 
engendring, and in the water; the male on the fe- 
male’s back. It is obfervable that the males while 
engendering do not eafily forfake their females ; for 
I have gone and taken hold of the male when en- 
gendering ; and a very bad ftriker may ftrike them 
then, for the male is not fhy at all, but the female 
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feeing a boat, when they rife to blow, would’ make 


her efcape, but that the male erafps her with his” 


two fore fins, and holds her faft. When they are 
thus coupled it is beft to ftrike the female firft, then 
you are ture of the male alfo © Thefe creatures are 


thought to live to a great age ; and it is oblerved 


by the Jamaica turtlers, that they are many years 
before they come to their full growth. | 
The air of thefe iflands is temperate enough con- 
fidering the clime. Here is conftantly a frefh fea 
breeze all day, and cool refrefhing winds in the 
night ; therefore the heat is not fo violent here, as 
mn holt places near the equator. The tinte of the 
year for the rains is in November, December and 
January; then there is oftentimes exceffive dark 
tempeftuous weather, mix’d. with much. thunder 
and lightning. Sometimes before and after thefe 


fronts en are moderate refrefhing fhowers , but. 


in May, June, July and Auguft the weather’ 18 al- 
ways very fair. 

We ftaid at one of thefe iflands, which ed un- 
der the equator, but one night, becaufe our prizes 
could not get in to an anchor. “We refreth’d our- 
felves very well: both with land and fea turtles, 
and the next day we failed from thence. The next 
ifland of the Gallipagos that we came to is but two 


leagues from. this ; it is rocky and barren like this, 


it is about five or x leagues long, and four broad... 


We atichored in the cee et at the north fide of | a 


the ifland, .a quarter of a mile from the fhore, in 
fixteen fathom water. It is fteep all round this ifland 
and no anchoring only at this place. Fdere it 1s 
‘but ordinary riding, for the ground is fo fteep, that 
if an anchor fare it sever Myctdé again, and the 
‘wind is commonly off from the land, except in the 

night, when the land-wind comes more from the 
welt 5 for there it ‘blows right along the thore, 
though 


* 
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though but faintly. Here is no water but in ponds 
and holes of the rocks. hat which we firft an- 
chored at hath water on the north: end, falling : 
down in a ftream from high fteep rocks, upon the ‘ 

| 


fandy bay, where it may be taken up. As foon as i 
we came to an anchor, we made a tent afhore for a 
captain Cook, who was fick. Here we found the a 


Es 
eee 


eae 


turtle lying afhore on the fand; this is not cufto- 
thary in the Weft Indies. We turned them on their 
Backs that they might not get away. The next day 
thore came up; when we found it to be their cu- 
ftom to lie in the fun, we never took took care to 
turn them afterwards, but fent afhore the cook e- H 

very morning, who killed as many as ferved for the a | 
day ; this cuftom we obferved all the time we lay 
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here, feeding fometimes on land turtle, fometimes ih 
On fea turtle, there being plenty of either fort. Cap= | 
tain Davis came hither again a fecond time, and Hy 
then he went to other iflands on the weft fide of te 
_ thefe. There he found fuch plenty of land turtle, i | 
that he and his men eat nothing elfe for three months | = 
that he ftaid there. They were fo fat that he faved ; ia 


fixty jars of oil out of thofe that he fpent. This 
oil ferved inftead of butter to eat with doughboys 
or dumplins ; in his return out of thefe feas. He 
found very convenient places to careen, and good 
_ Channels between the iflands, and very good anchor- 
the in many places. There are alfo plenty of brooks 4 
of good frefh water, and firewood enough; there a 
being plenty of trees fit for many ufes. Captain a 
Harris, one that we fhall fpeak of hereafter, came i 
hither likewife, and found fome iflands that had i 
plenty of mammee-trees, and pretty large rivers. | 
The fea about thefe iflands is plentifully ftored with I 
fith, fuch as are at Juan Fernandes. They are both 
large and fat, and as plentiful here as at Juan Fer- 
handes 3 here are paticularly abundance of fharks. 
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The dosh! part “of this fecond. ifle we anchareda at 


lies. 28 minutes north of the equator, for I took 
the height of the fun with an aflrolabe. Thefe ifles 
of the Gallipagos have plenty of falt. We ftayed 
here but twelve days, in which time we put afhore 


5000 packs of flour for a referve, if we fhould have 
occafion for any before we left thefe feas. Here one 
of our Indian prijoners informed us that he was 


born at Ria Lexa, and that he would engage to. 
g examined of the ftrength 


carry us thither. He being: 
and riches of it,. fatisty’d the company fo well, that 
they were refolved to go thither. 


Having thus concluded, the 12th of June we 


fii fond hence, defigning to touch at. the ifland 


Cocos, as well to. put athore fome flour there, as to 


fee the ifland, becaufe it was in our ‘way to Ria 


Lexa. . We fteered north, till in lat. 4. deg. 40 mM. 


intending then to fteer W. by N.. for we expected 
to have had the wind at S. by E. or S. S. E. as we 
had on the fouth fide of the equator.. Thus I had 
formerly found the winds near the fhore in thefe la- 
titudes ; but when we firft parted from the Gallipa- 
BOS, we had the wind at S. and as we failed far- 


ther north we, had the winds at S. by W. then at 
S.S. W. which we did not expect, We thought 


at firft that the wind would come about again to 


the fouth, but when we came to fail off weft to the | 


ifland Cocos, we had the wind at S. W. by S. and 


could lie but W. by N. Yet we ‘ftood that courfe 


till we were in the lat. five deg. 40 min. N. and 


then defpairing, as the winds were, to find the ifland 


Cocos, we fteered over to the main, for had we feen 


the ifland then we could not have fetch’d it, being 


fo far to the north of it. 

The ifland Cocos is fo named by the Spaniards, 
becaule there are abundance of cocoa-nut trees 
growing on it. They are not only in one or two 
places, 
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places but grow in great groves, all round the 
iflend, by the fea. This is an uninhabited ifland, it 1s 
7 or 8 leagues round, and pretty high in the mid- 
dle, where it is deftitute of trees, ‘but looks very 
green and pleafant, with an herb called by the 
Spaniards, gramadael. It is low land PB the fea- 


fide. ey 

This ifland is in five degrees fifteen minutes north 
of the equator ; it is Svircnedewith rocks, which 
makes it almott inacceffible ; only at the north eaft 


- end there is a fmall harbour where fhips may fafely 


enter and ride fecure. In this harbour there is a 
fine brook of frefh water running into the fea. This 
is the account that the Spaniards g give of it, and I 
had the fame alfo from captain Eaton, who was 
there afterwards. 

Any who like us had not experienced the nature 


of the winds in thefe parts, might realonably expect 


that we could have failed with: a flown fheet to Ria 
Lexa; but we found ourfelves miftaken, for as we 
came nearer the fhore, we found the winds right in 
our teeth, but I fhall refer my reader to the ‘chap- 


ter of winds, j in the appendix, for a further account 


of this. 

We had very fair weather and fmall winds in this 
voyage from the Gallipagos, and at the beginning 
of July we fell in with cape Blanco, on the main 
of Mexico, This is fo called from two white rocks 
lying off it. When we are off at fea, right againft 
the cape, they appear as part of the cape, “but being 
near the fhore, either to the eaitward ar weftward 
of the cape, they appear like two fhips under fail, 
at firft view, but coming nearer, they are like two 
high towers, being fmall, high, and fteep on all 


> fides, and about half a “atil: from the cape. This 


cape is in latitude nine degrees fifty fix minutes. It 


é A about the height of Beachy-head in England, on 
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the catt of Suffex. Tris a full point, with fteep 
rocks to the fea. The top of it is flat and even for 
about a mile; then it gradually falls away on each 
fide with a gentle ‘defeent. It appears very plea- 
fant, being covered with great lofty trees. From 
the cape on the north welt fide, the land runs in 
north eaft for about four leagues, making a {mall 
bay. called by the Spaniards Caldera. “A league 
within cape Blanco, on the north weft fide Sh it, 
and at the entrance of this bay, there is a fmall 
brook of very good water running into the fea. 
Here the land is low, making’ a ‘Tadling between 
two fmall hills. It is very rich land, producing 
large tall trees of many forts; the mould is black 
and deep, which I have always taken’ notice of to 
be a fat foil. About a mile from this brook to- 
wards the northeaft the woodland terminates. 
Here the favannah land begins, and runs fome lea~ 
gues into the country, making many {mall hills 
and dales. Thefe favannahs are not altogether 
clear of trees, but are here and there {prinkled with 
{mall groves, which render them very delightful. 
‘The orals which grows here is very kindly, thick 
and long ; aa! have feen none betzer in the Weft In- 
‘dies. Toward the bottom of the bay the land by 
‘the fea is low and full of mangroves, but farther i in 
the country, the land is high and mountainous. 
The mountains are part woodland, ‘part favannah. | 
Tne. trees :ins thofe woods are but fmall and fhort,. 
-and the mountain favannahs are cloathed but with 
| indifferent grafs. Fre >m the bottom of this bays, ity 
Ni Eaeae ie on the north fea roa the way beteen 
a5 fomewhat ‘mountainous, but moft fav rannahy 
_ Capiain Cook, who was taken fick at Juan Pi. 
_nandes, continued. fo till we came wichin two or 
three’ leagues of cape Blanco, ‘and’ then died ofa 
ludden 3 5 


2 


occafion. At length they drilled them by dif- 
sourfe fo near, that our men laid hold on all three 
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fudden ; though he feemed that morning to be as 


‘likely to Jive, as he had been fome weeks before ; 


but it is ufual with fick men coming from the fea, 
where they have nothing but the fea air, to die off 
as foon as ever they come within view of the land. 
About four hours after we all came to an anchor, 
(namely the fhip that I was in, captain Eaton, and 
the great meal prize) a league within the cape, right 
againft the brook of frefh-water, in fourteen fa- 
thom clean hard fand. Prelently after we came to 
an anchor, captain Cook was carried afhore to be 
buried; twelve men carried their arms to guard 
thofe that were ordered to dig the grave: for al- 
though we faw no appearance of inhabitants, yet 
we did not knaw but the country might be thick 
inhabited, And before captain Cook was interred, 
three Spanifh Indians came to the place where our 
men were digging the grave, and demanded what 
they were, and from whence they came ? to whom 
our men anfwered, they came from Lima, and 
were bound to Ria Lexa, but that the captain of 
one of the fhips dying at fea, obliged them to come 


into this place to give him a chriftian burial. The 


three Spanifh Indians, who were very fhy. at firft, 


“began to be more bold, and drawing nearer, asked 


many filly queftions, and our men did not ftick to 


footh them up with as many falfhoods, purpofely 


to draw them into their clutches. Our men often 
aught at their temerity, and afked them if they ne- 
ver daw any Spaniards before? ‘They told them that 
they themfelves were Spaniards, and that they lived 
among Spaniards, that altho’ they were born there, 


yet they had never feen three fhips there before : 


our men told them, that neither now might they 
have feen fo many, if it had not been on an urgent 
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at once; but before captain Cook was buried, one 


of them made his elcape, the other two were 


brought off on board our fhip. Captain Eaton im- 
mediately came on board and examined them ; they 
contefied that they came purpofely to view our fhip, 
and if poffible, to inform themfelves what we were, 
for the prefident of Panama not long before, fent a 
letter of advice to Nicoya, informing the magi- 
{trates thereof that fome enemies were come into 
thele feas, and that therefore it behoved them to be 
careful of themfelves. Nicoya is a fimall Mulatto 
town, about twelve or thirteen leagues eaft from 
hence, ftanding on the banks of a river of that 
name. [t is a place very fit for building thips, 


therefore moft of the inhabitants are captenters, 


who are commonly imployed in building new, or 
repairing old fhips. It was here that captain Sharp 
(juft after I left him. in the year 1681 got Carpen- 
ters to fix his fhip, before he returned for England , 
and for that reafon it behoved the Spaniards to be 
careful (according to the governor of Panama’s ad- 
vice) left any men at other times wanting fuch ne- 
Ceilaries as that place afforded, might again be fup- 
plied there. Thefe Spanifh Indians told us likewife, 
that they were fent to the place where they were ta- 
_ken, in order to view our fhips, as fearing thefe 
“were thofe mentioned by the prefident of Panama ; 
it being demanded of them to give an account of 
the eftate and riches of the country,’ they faid that 
the inhabitants were moft hufbandmen, who were 
imployed either in planting and manuring of corn, 
_or chiefly about cattle, they having large favannahs 


which were well ftored with bulls, ‘cows and horfes; — 


that Dy the fea Gab im fome places on 
_ redwood, ufeful in dying, of this they {aid there 


was little profit made, becaufe they were’ forced to 
fend it to the Jake of Nicaragua, which runs into 
a : iM lala ey As ’ ee be ay A iis to de CAMP Eas the 
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the north feas; that they fent thither alfo great 
quantities of bull and cow hides, and brought trom 


thence in exchange Eurape commmodities, as hats, 


linen and woollen, wherewigh they cloathed them- 
felves, that the fefh of the cattle turned to no o- 
ther profit than fultenance for their families ; as for 
butter and cheefe they make but little in thofe parts. 
After they had given this relation, they told us, 
that if we wanted provifion, there was a beef eftan- 
tion, or farm of bulls or cows about three miles 
off, where we might kill what we pleafed. This 
was welcome news, for we had rio fort of flefh fince 
we left the Gallipagos, therefore twenty-four of us 
immediately entered into two boats, taking one of 
thefe Spanith Indians with us for a pilot, and went 
afhore about a league from the fhip. There we 
haled up our boats dry, and marched all away, fol- 


lowing our guide, who foon brought us to fome 


houfes, and a large pen for cattle. This pen ftood 


in a large favannah, about two miles from our boats: 


there were a great many fat bulls and cows feeding 
in the favannahs; fome of us would have killed 
three or four to carry on board, but others oppofed 
it, and faid it was better to ftay all night, and in 
the morning drive the cattle into the pen and then 
kill twenty or thirty, or as many as we pleafed. I 


was minded to return on board, and endeavourd to 


-perfuade them all to go with me, but fome would 


not, therefore I returned with twelve, which was 
half, and left the other tweive behind. At this place 
I faw three or four tons of the redwood, which I 
take to be that fort of wood, called in Jamaica 
blood wood, or Nicaragua wood. We who return- 
ed on board, met no one to oppofe us, and the next 
day we expected our conforts that we left afhore, 


but none came, therefore at four o’clock in the af- 


ternoon, ten men went in our canoe to fee what was 
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become of them; when they came to the bay where 
we landed, to go to the eftantion, they found our 
men all on a {mall rock, half a mile from the fhore, 
itanding in the water up to their waftes, Thefe men 
had flept afhore in the houfe, and turned out be- 
times in the morning to pen the cattle ; two or three 


went One way, and as many another way to get the 


catile to the pen, and others ftood at the pen to 
drive them in. When they were thus fcattered a- 
bout forty or fifty armed Spaniards came in among 
them; our mea immediately called to each other, 
and drew together in a body before the Spaniards 
could attack them, and marched to their boat, 
which was haled up dry on the fand. But when 
they came to the fandy bay, they found their boat 
‘all in flames, This was a very unpleafing fight, for 
they knew not how to get on. board, unlefs they 


marched by land to the place where captain Cook. 


was buried, which was near a league. The greateft 
part of the way was thick woods, where the Spani- 
ards might eafily lay in ambuth for them, at which 
they are very expert. On the other fide, the Spa- 
niards now thought them fecure, and therefore 
came torhem, and afked them if they would be 
pleafed to walk to their plantations, with many o- 
ther fuch flouts, but our men anfwered never.a word. 
It was abour halt ebb, when one of our men took 
notice of a rock a good diftance from the fhore, 
juit appearing above water, he fhewed it to his con- 
forts, and told them it would be a good caftle for 
them if they could get thither. 
themfelves there; for the Spaniards, who lay as yet 
ata good diftance from them behind the buthes, as 
decureof their prey, began to whiftle now and then 
a fhot among them. Having therefore well conii- 
dered the place, together with. the danger they were 


in, they propofed to fend one of the talleft men to 


They all wifked- 
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try if the fea between them and the rock was ford- 
able. This council they prefently put in execution, 
and found it according to their defire ; fo they all 
marched over to the rock, where they remained 
till the Canoe came to them, which was about feven 
hours. Jt was the latter part of the ebb when they 
firft went over, and then the rock was dry; but 
when the tide of flood returned again, the rock was 
covered, and the water ftill flowing, fo that if our 
canoe had ftayed but one hour longer, they might 
have been in as great danger of their lives from the 
fea, as before irom the Spaniards, for the tide 
rifeth here about eight feet. The Spaniards remain- 
ed on the fhore, expecting to fee them deftroyed, 
but never came from behind the bufhes where they 
firft planted themfelves, having not above three or 
four hand-guns, the reft of them being armed with 
lances, The Spaniards in thefe parts are very ex- 
‘pert in heaving or darting the lance, with which, 
upon occafion, they will do great feats, efpecially 
in ambufcades; and by their good will they care 
not for fighting otherwife, but content themfel ves 
with flanding aloof, threatning and calling names, 
at which they as expert as the others fo that if their 
‘tongues be quiet, we always take it for granted they 
‘have laid fome ambufh. Betore night our canoe 
-eame on board, and brought our men all fafe. The 
next day two canoes were fent to the bottom of the 
bay to feck for a large canoe, which we were in- 
formed was there. The Spaniards have neither 
fhips nor barks here, and but a few canoes, which 
they feldom ufe; neither are there any fifhermen 
here, as I judge, becaufe fifh is very {carce, for! 
néver faw any here, neither could’ any of our men 
“ever take any, and yet where-ever we came to an 
anchor, we always fend out our ftrikers, and put 
‘our hooks and lines over-board, to try for fith. 
‘The 
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The next day our men returned out of the bay, and 
brought the canoe with them which they were fent 
for, and three or four days after the two canoes 
were fent out again for another, which. they like- 
wile brought on board. Thefe canoes were fitted 
with thoats or benches, {traps, and oars, fit for fer- 
vice ; one of thefe captain Katon had for his fhare, 
and we the other, which we fixed for landing men 
when occafion requirea. While we lay here we 
“filled our water, and cut a great many looms, or 
handles, or ftaves for oars, for here is plenty. of 
Jancewood, which is moft proper for that ufe. [ 
never faw any in the fouth feas, but in this place ; 
there is plenty of it in Jamaica, efpecially at a place 
called Blewfeld’s (not Blewfield’s river which is on 
the main) near the weft end of that ifland. The 
Jancewood grows ftrait like our young athes; it is 
very hard, tough and heavy, therefore privateers’ 
eiteem it very much, not only to make looms for 
oars, but fcowring-rods for their guns; for they 
have feldom lefs than three or four fpare rods for 
fear one fhould break ; and they are much better 
than rods madérof\ath. sii iis J gels oi a 
The day before we went from hence Mr.Edward 
Davis, the company’s quarter-mafter, was made 
captain by confent of all the company, for it was 
his place by fucceflion. The 20th day of July we 
- failed from this bay of Caldera, with captain Eaton, 
and our prize which we brought from Gallipagos in 
company, directing our courfe for Ria Lexa. The 
wind was at north, which although but an ordina- 
ry wind, yet carried us in three days abreaft of our 
intended ‘port. ey toe al 
~ Ria Lexa is the moft remarkable land on all this 
coaft, for there is a high peeked burning mountain, 
called by the Spaniards Volcano-Vejo, or the Old 
Volcano. This muft be brought to bear N. E. then 
| mine wR eee 
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fteer in directly with the mountain, and that’ courfe 
will bring you to the harbour The fea winds are 
here at S. S. W. therefore fhips that come hither 
muft take the fea winds, for there is no going in 
with the land wind. The Volcano may be eafily 
known, becaufe there is not any other fo high a 
mountain near it, neither is there any that appears 
in the like form all along the coatt ; befides ic 
fmoaks all the day, and in the night it fometimes 
fends forth flames of fire. This mountain may be 
feen twenty leagues; being within three leagues of 
the harbour, the entrance into it may be feen; 
there is a fmal] flat low ifland which makes the har- 
bour, it is about a tmile long, and a quarter of a 
mile broad, and is from the main about a mile and 
half. There is a channel at each end of the. ifland, 
the weft channel is the wideft and fafeft, yet at the 
N. W. point of the ifland there is a fhoal which 
fhips muft take heed of going in. Being paft that 
fhoal you muft keep clofe to the ifland, for there 
is a whole fandy point ftrikes over from the main 
almoft half way. The eaft channel is not fo wide, 
befides there runs a ftronger tide, therefore fhips 
feldom or never go in that way. The harbour is 
capable of receiving two hundred fail of fhips ; the 
beft riding is near the main where there is feven or 
eight fathom water, clean hard fand. 

Ria Lexa town is two leagues from hence, and 
there are two creeks that run towards it, the weft- 
ermoft comes near the backfide of the town, the 
other runs up to the town, but neither fhips nor 
barks can go fo far. Thefe creeks are very narrow, 
and the land on each fide drowned and full of red 
mangrove trees. About a mile and half below 
the town, on the banks of the eaft creek, the Spa- 
niards had caft up a {trong breaft-work, it was like- 
wife reported that they had another on the weft 
ee creek, 
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creck, both fo advantageoufly placed, that ten men 


might with eafe keep two hundred men from land- » 


ing. I fhall give a defeription of the town ih my 
return hither, and therefure forbear to do it here, 
Wherefore to refume the thread of out courfe, we 


were now in fight of the Volcano, being by eftima= 


tion feven or eight leagues from the fhore, and the 
mountain bearing N. E. we took in our. topfails 
and haled up our courfes, intending to go with our 
canoes into the harbour in the night. In the even- 


ing we had a very hard tornado, out of the Nake 


with much thunder, lightening and ‘rain. Thé vio- 
lence of the wind did not lait long, yet it was ele- 
ven o'clock at night before we got out our canoes, 
and then it was.quite calm. We rowed ‘in directly 
for the fhoré, and thought to have reached it be- 
fore day, but it was nine o’clock in the morning 
before we got into the harbour. When we came 
within a league of the ifland of Ria Lexa, that 
makes the harbour we faw a houfe on it, and com- 
ing neater we faw two or three men, who ftood and 
looked-on us till we came within half a mile of the 


ifland, then they went into their canoes, which lay. : 


on the infide of the ifland, and rowed towards the 
main, but we overtook them before they got over, 
and brought them back again to the ifland There 
was a horfeman right againft us on the main when 
we took the canoe, who immediately rode away to 
the town as falt as he could. The reft of our Ca- 
noes rowed heavily, and did not come to the ifland 
‘till twelve o'clock, therefore we were forced to flay. 
for them. Before they came we examined the pri- 
foners, who told us, that: they were. fet there. to 


watch for the governor of Ria Lexa received a. 


letter about a month. before, wherein he was ad- 
viled of fome enemies coime into the fea, and there- 
fore admonifhed to be careful; that in 


thereupon 


mediately. 
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thereupon the governor had caufed a houfe to be 
but on this ifland,:and ordered four men to be con- 


tinually there to watch night and day, and if they © 
faw any fhip coming thither they were to give no-: 


tice of ir. They faid they did not expect to fee 
boats or canoes, but look’d out for a fhip. At firit 
they took us in our advanced canoe to be fome men 
that had been caft away and loft our fhip; till fee- 


ing three or four canoes more, they began to fuf- 
pect what we were. They told us likewile, that the. 


horfeman which we faw came to them every morn- 
ing, and that in lefs than an hours time he could 
be at the town. When captain Eaton and his ca- 
noes came afhore, we told them what had happen- 
ed. It was now three hours fince the horleman 
rode away, and we could not expect to get to the 
town in lefs tban two hours, in which time the go- 
vernor having notice of our coming might be pro- 
vided to receive us at his breatt-works, therefore 
we thought it beit to defer this defign tll another 
time. | 

There is a fine fpring of frefh water on the ifland; 
there are fome trees alfo, but the greateft part is 
favannah, whereon is good gra{s, though there is no 
fort of beaft to eat it. This ifland is in lat. 12 d. 10m. 
north. Here we ftaid till four o’clock in the after- 
noon; then our fhips being come within a league 
of thc fhore we all went on board, and fteered for 
the gulf of Amapalla, intending there to careen our 
fhips. | | | 
- The 26th of July captain Eaton came on board 
our fhip, to confult with captain Davis, how to get 
fome Indians to aflift us in careening: it was con- 


cluded, that when we came near the gull, captain 


Davis fhould take two canoes well mann’d, and go 
before, and captain Eaton fhould ftay on board. 
According to this agreement, captain Davis went 
away for the gulf the next day. The 
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The gulf of Armapalla is a gteat arm of the fed; 
ronning eight or ten leagues into the country. Iris) 
bounded on the fouth fide of its entrance with point 
Cafivina, and on the N. W. with St. Michael’s 
mount. Both thefe places are very remarkable: 
point Cafivisia is in lat. 12 deg. 40 min. north; it 
is a high round point, which at fea appears like an: 
ifland, becaufe the land within it is very low. St. 
Michael’s mount is a very high peeked hill, not 
very {teep; the land at the foot of it on the S. Ey 
fide, is low and-even, for at leaft a mile. From 
this low land the gulf of Amapalla enters on. that: 
fide. Between this’ low land and point Cafivina, 
there are two confiderable high iflands ; the fouth- 
ermoft is called Mangera, the other is called Ama- 
palla; they are two miles afunder. Wk SPO 

Mangera is a high round ifland, about two 
leagues in compafs, appearing like a tall grove. It 
is envoirned with rocks all round, only a {mall cove 
or fandy bay on the N. E. fide. The mould and 
foil of this ifland is black, but not deep, it is mix’d 
with ftones, yet very productive of large tall tim- 
ber trees. In the middle of the ifland there is an 
Indian town, and a fair Spanith church. The In-~_ 
dians have plantations of maize round the town, 

| and fome plantains: they have a few cocks and 

hens, but no other fort of tame fowl], neither have 

they any fort of beaft, bur cats and dogs. There 

isa path from the town to the fandy bay, but the 

way is fteep and rocky. At this fandy bay there 

are always ten or twelve canoes lie haled up dry, 
except when they are in ufe. | iQ Me 
\ Amapalla is a larger ifland than Mangera; the foil 
much the fame. There are two tOWwns OMit, ae 
bout two miles afunder ; one on the north fide, the 
other on the eaft fide; that on the eaft fide is not 

above a mile from the fea; it flands on a plain on 
7 OL ae 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 27 


’ the top of an hill, the path to it fo fteep and rocky, 
that a few men might keep down a great number, 
only with ftones. There is a very fair church 
ftanding in the midft of the town. The other town 
is not fo big, yet ic has a good handfome church. 
One thing | have obferved in all the Indian towns 
under the Spanifh government, as well in thefe parts 
as in the bay of Campeachy, and elfewhere, that 
the images of the virgin Mary and other Saints, 
(with which all their churches were filled) are ftill 
painted in an Indian complexion, and partly in that 
drefs ; but in thofe towns which are inhabited 
chiefly by Spaniards, the faints alfo conform them- 
felves to the Spanifh garb and complexion. The 
houfes here are but mean: the Indians of both 
plains have good field maize, remote from the town : 
they have but few plantains, but they have abun- 
dance of large hog-plumb trees growing about their 
houfes. The tree that bears this fruit is as big as 
our largéft plumb-tree; the leaf is of a dark green 
colour, and.as broad as the leaf of a plumb-tree ; 
but they are fhaped like the hawthorn leaf, The 
trees are very brittle wood; the fruit is oval, and 
as big as a {mall horfe plumb. It is at firft very 
green, but when it is ripe, one fide is yellow, the 
_ other red. It hath a great ftone and but little fub- 
ftance about it : the fruit is pleafant enough, but I 
do not remember that ever I faw one thoroughly 
ripe, that had not a maggot or two in it. I do not 
remember that I ever faw any of this fruit in the 
fouth feas, but at this place. In the bay of Cam- 
peachy they are very plentiful, and in Jamaica they 
plant them to fence their ground. Thefe Indians 
have alfo fome fowls, as thofe at Mangera: no 
Spaniards dwell among them, but only one padre 
or prieft, who ferves for all the three towns ; thefe 
two at Amapalla, and that Mangera, They are 
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under the governor of the town of St. Michael’s, at 
the foot of St. Michael’s mount, to whom they pay 


their tribute in maize, being extreamly poor, yet ve- 


ry contented. They have nothing to make money of 
but their plantations of maize and their fowls the 
padre or frier hath his tenths of it, and knows to a 
peck how much every man hath, and how many 
fowls, of which they dare not kill one, though they 
are fick, without leave from him. There was, as [ 


faid, never another white man on thefe iflands, but 


the frier. He could fpeak the Indian language, as all 
friers muft that live among them. In this vaft 
country of America there are divers nations of In- 


dians, different in their language, therefore thofe 


: His i : % 
friers that are minded to live among any nations of 
Indians, muft learn the language of thofe people 


they propofe to teach. Although thefe here are 


but poor, yet the Indians in many other places have 


great riches, which the Spaniards draw from them ’ 


for trifles: in fach places the friers get plentiful in- 
comes, particularly in the bay of Campeachy, 
where the Indians have large cocoa walks: or in 
other places where they plant cochineal trees, or fil- 
vefter trees, or where they gather vinellas, and in 
fuch places where they gather gold. In fuch places 
as thefe, the friers get a great deal of. wealth. 
There was but one of all the Indians on both thefe 


iflands that could fpeak Spanifh ; he could write 


Spanifh ‘alfo, being bred up purpofely to keep 
their regifters and books of account ; he was fecre- 
tary to both iflands. They had a cafica too, a {mall 
fort of magiftrate the Indians have amongft them- 
felves, but he could neither write nor {peak Spanith.” 


. Phere are a great many more iflands in this bay, 


but none inhabited as thefe. There is one pretty 


large ifland, belonging to a nunnery, as the Indians 
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were three or four Indians lived there to look after 
the cattle, for the fake of which we often frequent- 


ed this ifland, while we lay in the bay, they are all 


low iflands, except Amapalla and Mangera. There 
are two channels to come into this gulf, one between 
point Cafivina and Mangera, the other between 
Mangera and Amapalla ; ; the latter is the beft. 
The riding place is on the eaft fide of Amapalla, 
right again{ft a {pot of low ground ; for all the if- 
land except this one place is high land. Running 
in farther, fhips may anchor near the main, on the 
N. E. fide ot the ifland Amapalla. This. is the 
place moft frequented by Spaniards ; it is called the 
port of Martin Lopez. This gulf or lake runs in 
iome leagues beyond all the iflands ; but it is fhoal 
water, and not capable of fhips. 

It was into this gulf that captain Davis was gone 
with the two canoes, to endeavour for a prifoner, 
to gain intelligence, if poflible, before our fhips 
came in: he came the firft night to Mangera, but 
for want of a pilot, did not know where to look for 
the town. In the morning he found a great many 
canoes haled up on the bay, and from that bay 


- found a path which led him and his company to the 


town. ‘The Indians faw our fhips in the evening 
coming towards the ifland and being before inform- 


_ ed of enemies in the fea, they kept {couts out all 


night for fear, who feeing captain Davis coming, 


run into the town, and alarmed all the people. 


_ When captain Davis came thither, they all run in- 


to the woods. The frier happened to be there at 
this time, who being unable to ramble into the 
woods, fell into captain Davis’s hands: there were 
two Indian boys with him, who were likewife ta- 


ken. Captain Davis went only to get a prifoner, 


therefore was well fatisfy’d with the frier, and im- 


mediately came gown to the fea fide. He went. 
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from thence to the ifland Amapalla, carrying tlie 
frier and the two Indian boys with him. Thefe were 
his pilots to conduct him to the landing place; 


where they arrived about noon. They made no 


ftay here, but left three or four men to look after 


the canoes, and captain Davis with the reft march: 

ed to the town, taking the frier with them. The 
town, as is before noted, is about a mile from the 
landing place, ftanding in a plain on the top of the 
hill, having a very fteep afcent to go to it. All the 
Indians ftood on the top of the hill waiting cap- 
tain Davis’s coming. 

The fecretary, aftntioned before, had no great 
kindnefs for the Spaniards, It was he that perfuad- 
ed the Indians to wait’captain Davis’s coming ; for 
they were all running into the woods ; but he'told 


them, that if any of the Spaniards Ree came — 


thither, it was not to hurt them, but the Spaniards, 
whofe flaves they were; and that their poverty 


would protect them. This man with the cafica — 


{tood more forward than the reft, at ‘the bank of 
the hill, when captain Davis with his company ap- 


peared beneath. They called out therefore in Spa~ 
nifh, demanding of our men what they were, and — 


from whence they came? to whom captain Davis 


and his men replied, they were Bifcayers, and that 
they were fent thither by the king of Spain to clear 
thofe feas from enemies ; that their fhips were com- 


ing into the gulf to careen, and that they came thi- 


ther before the fhips, to feek a convenient place for 
it, as alfo to defire the Indians affiftance. The 
fecretary, who, as I faid before, was the only man 
that could fpeak Spanifh, told them that they were - 
welcome, for he had ‘a great refpect for any Old. 
Spain men, efpecially for the Bifcayers, of whom 


he had heard a very honourable report ; therefore 


he defired them to come up to their town. Captain” 


Davis 
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Davis and his men immediately afcended the hill, 
the frier going before ; and they were received with 
a great deal of affection by the Indians. ‘The cafica 
and fecretary embraced captain Davis, and the o- 
ther Indians received his men with the like ceremo- 


ny. Thefe falutations being ended they all march-_ 


ed towards the church, for that is the place of all 
publick meetings, and all plays and paftimes are 
acted there alfo ; therefore in the churches belong- 
ing to Indian towns they have all forts: of vizards, 
and ftrange antick drefies both for men and women, 
and abundance of mufical hautboys and ftrum- 
ftrums, The ftrumftrum is made fomewhat like a 
cittern ; moft of thofe that the Indians ufe are 
made of a large gourd cut in the midft, and a thin 
board laid over the hollow, and which is faftned to 
the fides; this ferves for the belly, over which the 
ftrings are placed. The nights before any holidays 
or the nights enfuing, are the times when they all 


‘meet to make merry. Their mirth confifts in fing- — 


ing, dancing and fporting in thole antick habits, 
and ufing as many antick geftures. If the moon 
fhine they ufe but few torches, if not, the church 
is full of light, They meet at thefe times all forts 
of both fexes. All the Indians that I have been 
acquainted with, who are under the Spaniards, feem 
to be more melancholy than other Indians that are 
free ; and at thefe publick meetings, when they are 
in the ereateft of their jolity, their mirth feems to 
be rather forced than real. Their fongs are very 
melancholy and doleful, fo is their mufic, but 
whether it be natural to the Indians to be thus me- 
lancholy, or the effect of their flavery, I am not 
certain; but I have always been prone to believe, 
that they are then only condoling their misfortunes, 
the lofs of their country and liberties; which al- 
tho’ thefe that are now living do not know, nor re- 
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member what it was to be free, yet there feems to 
be a deep impreffion in their thoughts of the flavery 
which the Spaniards have brought them under, in- 
crealed probably by fome traditions of the ancient 
freedom. | 

Captain Davis intended when they were all in the 
church. to fhut the doors, and then make a bargain 
with them, letting them know what he was, and 
fo draw them afterwards by fair means to our affift- 


ance; the frier being with him, who had alfo pro- 


mifed to engage them to it: but before they were 


all in the church one of captain Davis’s men pufh’d 


one of the Indians to haften him into the church. 
The Indian immediately ran away, and all the reft 
taking the alarm {prang out of the church like deer; 


it was hard to fay which was firft; and captain 


Davis, who knew nothing of what happened, was 
Jeft in the church only with the frier. When they 
were all fled captain Davis’s men fired and killed 
the fecretary, and thus our hopes perifhed by the 
indifcretion of one foolith fellow. | | 
In the afternoon the fhips came into the gulf be- 


tween point Cafivina and Mangera, and anchored ~ 


near the ifland Amapalla, on the eaft fide, in-ten 
fathom water, clean hard fand. In the evening 
captain Davis and his company came on board, 
and brought the frier with them, who told captain 


Davis, that if the fecretary had not been killed, he 
could have fent him a letter by one of the Indians. 


that was taken at Mangera, and perfuaded him to 


come to us; but now the only way was to fend one — 


of thoie Indians to feek the cafica, and that him- 
felf would inftruét him what to fay, and did not 


guettion but the cafica would come in on his — 


word. ‘The next day we fent afhore one of the In- 
dians, who before night returned with the icafica 


and ix other Indians, who remained with us all. 
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the time that we ftaid here. Thefe Indians did us 
good fervice ; efpecially in piloting us to an ifland 
where we killed beef whenever we wanted ; and for 
this their fervice we fatished them to their hearts 
content. It was at this ifland Amapalla, that a 
party of Englifhmen and Frenchmen came after- 
wards, and ftaid a great while, and at laft landed 
on the main, and marched over Jand to the Cape 
River, which difembogues into the north feas near 
cape Gratia Dios, and is therefore called the Cape 
river ; near the head of this river they make bark- 
logs, which I fhall defcribe in the next chapter, and 
fo went into the north feas. This was the way 
that captain Sharp had propofed to go if he had 
been put to it; for this way was partly known to 
privateers by the difcovery that was made into the 
country about thirty years fince, by a party of Eng- 
lifhmen that went up that river in canoes, about as 
far as the place where thefe Frenchmen made their. 
bark-logs: there they landed and marched to a 
town called Segovia in the country. ‘They were 
near a month getting up the river, for there were 
many catara¢ts where they were often forced to 
leave the river, and hale their canoes afhore over 
the land, till they were paft the cataracts, sand then 
launch their canoes again into the river, I have 
talked with feveral men that were in that expedit- 
on, and if I miftake not, captain Sharp was one 
of them. But to return to our voyage in hand; 
when both our fhips were clean, and our water fil- 
led, captain Davis and captain Eaton broke off con- 
{ortfhip. Captain Eaton took on board of his fhips 
four hundred packs of flour, and failed out of the 
gulf the fecond day of September. 
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They depart from Amapalla, go back towards Peru, te 
the ifle Plata, point Santa flellena, Manta, Payta, 
Lobos, Puna, Guiaquil and Plata again. 


Opes third day of September, 1684, we fent 


the frier afhore, and left the Indians in. pof- 
feffion of the prize which we brought in hither, 


though fhe was ftill half laden with four, and we 


failed out with the land wind, paffing between A- 
mapaila and Mangera. When we were a league 
out we faw a canoe coming with fail and oars after 
us; therefore we fhortned fail and ftaid for her. She 
was a canoe fent by the governor of St. Michael’s 
town to our captain, defiring him not to carry a- 
way the frier. The meflenger being told, that the 
frier was fet afhore again at Amapalla, he returned 
with joy, and we made fail again, having the wind 


at W. N. W. We fteered towards the coaft of Peru : 


we had tornadoes every day till we made Cape St. 


Francifco, which from’ June to Nevember ate very. 
common on: thefe coafts, and with the tornadoes 
very much thunder, lightning and rain. When 
the tornadoes were over, the winds which while they 


lafted were moft from the S. E. came about again 


to the W. and never failed us till we were in fight 
of Cape St. Francifco, when we found the wind at 


S. with fair weather, This cape is in lat. 10 deg. 


oo north. It is a high bluff, or full point of land, 
covered with tall great trees. Paffing by this point 
coming from the north you will fee a fmall low 
point, which you might fuppofe to be the cape ; 
but you are then paft it, and prefently afterwards 


it appears with three points. The land in the coun-. 


try within this cape is very high, and the moun- 


tains commonly appear very black. When we came B 
in with this cape we overtook captain Eaton plying. — 


under 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 263 


under the fhore: he in his paflage from Amapalla, 
while he was on that coaft, met with fuch terrible 
tornadoes. of thunder and lightning, that as he and 
his men related, they had never met with the like in 
any place. They were very much afrighted by 
them, the air fmelling very much of fulphur, and 
they apprehended themfelves in great danger of be- 
ing burnt by the lightning. He touched at the 
ifland Cocos, and put afhore 200 packs of flour 
there, loaded his boat with cocoa nuts, and took in 
frefh water. In the evening we feparated again 
from captain Eaton, for he ftood off to fea, and we 
plied up under the fhore, making our beft advan- 
tage both of fea and land winds. The fea winds 
are here at fouth, the land winds at S. S. E. but 
fometimes when we came abreaft of a river we had 
the wind at S. E. 
The 20th day of September we came to the ifland 
Plata, and anchored in fixteen fathoms. We had 
very good weather from the time that we fell in with 
cape St. Francifco; and were now fallen in again 
with the fame places from when I began the ac- 
count of this voyage in the eight chapter, having 
now compaft the whole continent of fouth America. 
The ifland Plata, as fome report, was io named 
by the Spaniards, after fir Francis Drake took the 
cacafaga, a fhip chiefly laden with plate, which 
they fay he brought hither and divided it here with 
his men. It is about four miles long, and a mile 
and half broad, and of a good height. It is bound- 
ed with high fteep cliffs clear round, only at one 
place on the eaft fide. The top of it is flat and e- 
ven, the foil fandy and dry: the trees it produceth 
are but fmall bodied, low, and grow thin; and 
there are only three or four forts of trees all un- 
known to us. I obferved that they were much over- 
grown with long mofs, ‘There is good grafs, pie 
hes : cially 
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cially in the beginning of the year. There is no~ 


water On this ifland but at one place on the eaft fide 
clofe by the fea; there it drills lowly down from 


the rocks, where it may be received into veffels. 


There was plenty of goats, but they are now all 
deltroyed. There is no other fort of land animal 
_ that T ever faw, but plenty of boobies and men of 
war birds. The anchoring place is on the eaft fide, 
near the mfddle of the ifland, clofe by the fhore, 
within two cables length of the fandy bay: there 


is about eighteen or twenty fathom good faft oozy © 
ground, and fmooth water; for the S. E. point of- 


the ifland fhelters from the fouth winds which con- 
{tantly blow here. From the fouth eaft point there 
{trikes out a fmall fhoal a quarter of a mile into the 
fea, where there is commonly a great riplings or 
working of fhort waves, during all the flood. The 
tide runs pretty ftrong, the flood to the fouth, and 
the ebb to the north. ‘There is good landing on 
the fandy bay againft the anchoring place, from 
whence you may go up into the ifland, and at no 


place befides. There are two or three high, fteep, 


{mall rocks at the S. E. point, not a cables length 
from the ifland; and another much bigger at the 


N.E. end. it is deep water all round, but at the 


anchorte.g place, and at the fhoal at the S. E. point. 
This ifland lies in lat 10, deg. 10 min. S. It is di- 
‘ftant from St. Lorenzo four or five leagues, bearing 


from it W. S. W. half a point wefterly. At this 


ifland are plenty of thofe fmall fea turtle {poken of 
jo my laft chapter, 3 


— The 21ft day captain Eaton came to an anchor 
by us : he was very willing to have conforted with . 


us again; but captain Davis’s men were fo,unrea- 


fonable, that they would not allow captain Eaton’s — 


‘men an equal fhare with them in what they got : 
‘therefore captain Eaton. ftaid here but one night, 
: | and 
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and the next day failed from hence, fteering away 
to the fouthward. We ftaid no longer than the 
day enfuing, and then we failed toward point St. 
Hellena, intending there to land fome men purpofe- 
ly to get prifoners for intelligence. 

Point Santa Hellena bears fouth from the ifland 
Placa. It lies in lat. 2d. 15m. fouth. The point 
is pretty high, flat, and even at top; overgrown 
with many great thiftles, but no fort of tree; ata 
diftance it appears like an ifland, becaufe the land 
within it is very low. 

This point ftrikes out weft into the fea, making 
a pretty large bay on the north fide. A mile with- 
in the point, on the fandy bay, clofe by the fea, 
there is a poor fmall Indian village, called Sancta 
Hellena; the land about it is low, fandy and bar- 
ren, there are no trees nor grals growing near it ; 
neither do the Indians produce any fruit, grain, or 
plant, but water-melons only, which are large and 
very fweet. There is no frefh water at this place, 
nor near it; therefore the inhabitants are obliged to 
fetch all their water trom the river Colanche, which. ~ 
ig in the bottom of the bay, about four leagues 
from it. Not far from this town on the bay, clole 
by the fea, about five paces from high-water mark, 
there is a fort of bituminous matter boils out of a 
little hole in the earth. It is like thin tar; the 
Spaniards call ic algatrane. By much boiling, it 
becomes hard like pitch. It is frequently ufed by ~ 
the Spaniards inftead of pitch ; and the Indians that 
inhabit here fave it in jars. It boiis up moft at high | 
water ; and then the Indians are ready to receive it. 
Thefe Indians are fifhermen, and go out to fea on 
bark-logs. Their chief fubfiftence is maize, moft 
of which they get from fhips that come hither for 
algatrane. There is good anchoring to leeward of 
the point, right againft the village; but on the 
a weit 
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weit fide of the point it is deep water, and no an- 
choring. The Spaniards, report, that there was 
once a very rich fhip driven afhore here in calm, 
for want of wind to work her. As foon as ever fhe 
{truck, fhe heel’d of to fea feven or eight fathom 
water, where the lies to this day; none having at- 
tempted to fifh for her, becaufe the lies deep, and 
there falls in here a great high fea. When we were 
abreaft of this point, we fent away our Canoes in the 
night to take the Indian village, They landed in 
the morning betimes clofe by the town, and took 
fome prifoners. They took likewife a {mall bark 
which the Indians had fet on fire, but our men 
quenched it, and took the Indian that did it; who 
being afked wherefore he fet the bark on fire, faid, 
that there was an order from the vice-roy lately fent 
out, commanding all feamen to burn their veffels, 
if attacked by us, and betake themfelves to their 
boats. There was another bark in a {mall cove, a 


mile from the village, thither our men went, think-_ 


ing to take her, but the feamen that were on board 
fet her in flames and fled: In the evening our men 
came on board, and brought the fmall bark with 
them, the fire of which they had quenched, and 
then. we returned again tawards Plata; where we 
arrived the 26th aay of September. 2 

_- In the evening we fent out fome men in our bark 


lately taken, and canoes, to an Indian village cal- 


led Manta, two or three leagues to the weftward of 
cape St. Lorenzo; Hoping there to get other pri- 
foners, for we could not learn from thofe we took 
at point St. Hellena the reafon why the vice-roy 
fhould give fuch orders to burn the fhips. They 
had a freth fea breeze till twelve o’clock at night, 
and then it proved calm ; wherefore they rowed a- 


way with their canoes as near to the town as they 
thought convenient, and Jay ftill till day, ; 
in Manta 
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/ Manta is a fmall Indian village on the main, di- 
ftant from the ifland Plata feven or eight leagues. 
It ftands fo advantageoufly to be feen, being built 
on a {mall afcent, that it makes a very fair pro- 
fpect to the fea; yet but a few poor fcattering In- 
dian houfes. There is a very fine church, adorn- 
ed with a great deal of carved work. It was for- 
merly a habitation of Spaniards, but they are now 
all removed from hence. The land about it is dry 
and fandy, bearing only a few fhrubby trees. Thefe 
Indians plant no manner of grain or root, but are 
fupplied from other places; and commonly keep a 
ftock of provifion to relieve fhips that want; for 
this is the firft fettlement that fhips can touch at, 
which come from Panama, bound to Lima, or any 
other port in Peru. The land being dry and fandy, 
is not fit to produce crops of maize; which is the 
reafon they plant none. ‘There is a {pring of good 
water between the village and the feas. 

On the back of the town, a pretty way up in the 
country, there is a very high mountain, towring 
up like a fugar-loaf, called Monte-Chrifto. Ic is 
a very good fea-mark, for there is none like 
it on all the coaft. The body of this mountain 
bears due fouth from Mafita. About a mile and a 


half from the fhore, right againft the village, there 


is a rock which is very dangerous, becaufe it never 
appears above water; neither doth the fea break 
on it, becaufe here is feldom any great fea; yet it 
is now fo well known, that all fhips bound to this 
place eafily avoid it. A mile within this rock there 
is good anchoring, in fix, eight, or ten fathom wa- 
ter, good hard fand and clear ground: And a mile 
from the road on the weft fide there is a fhoal run- 
ning out a mile into the fea. “From Manta to cape 
St. Lorenzo the land is plain and even, of an indif- 
ferent height. — | | 
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As foon as ever the day appeared our men land- 
ed, and marched towards the village, which was 
about a mile and a halt from their landing-place : 
Some of the Indians who were ftirring, faw them 
coming, and alarmed their neighbours, fo that all 
that were able got away. They took only two o'd 
women, who faid that it was reported that a great 
many enemies were come over land through the 
country of Darien into the fouth feas, and that they 
were at prefent in canoes and periagoes: and that 
the vice-roy upon this news had fet out the fore- 


mentioned order for burning their own fhips. Our 


men found no fort of provifion here ; the vice-roy 
having likewife fent orders to all fea- ports to keep 


no provifion, but juft to fupply themielves. Thefe 
women alfo faid, that the Manta Indians were fenc - 


over to the ifland Plata, to deftroy all the goats 
there ; which they performed about a month ago : 


With this news our men returned again, and arriv< 


ed at Plata the next day. 

We lay {till at the ifland Plata, not refolved what 
to do, till the.fecond day of Oétober, and then 
captain Swan in the Cygnet of London arrived 
there. He was fitted out by very eminent merch- 


ants of that city, on a defien only to trade with the ~ 


‘Spaniards or Jndians, having a very confiderable 


cargo well forted for thefe parts of the world; but 


meeting with divers difappointments, and being out 
of hopes to obtain a trade in thefe feas, his men 
forced him to entertain a company of privateers 
which he met with near Nicoya, a town whither he 
was going to feek a trade, and thefe privateers were 
bound thither in boats to get a fhip. Thefe were 
the men that we had heard of at Manta; they came 
over land under the command of caprain Petet 
‘Harris, nephew to that captain Harris who was 


killed before Panama. Captain Swan was ftill 


come 
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commander of his own fhip, and captain Harris 
commanded a fmall bark under captain Swan. 
There was much joy on all fides when they arrived, 
and immediately hereupon captain Davis and cap- 
tain Swan conforted, wifhing for captain Eaton a- 
gain. Our little bark, which was taken at Santa 
Hellena, was immediately fent out to cruize, while 
the fhips were fitting, for captain Swan’s fhip being 
full of goods was not fit to entertain his new gueft, 
till the goods were difpofed of, therefore he by the 
confent of the fupercargoes, got up all his goods 
on deck, and fold to any one that would buy upon 
truft: the reft was thrown over-board into the fea, 
except fine goods, as filks, muflins, ftockings, &c. 
and the iron, whereof he had good quantity, both 
wrought and in bars: This was faved for ballaft. 

_ The third day after our bark was fent to cruize, 
fhe brought in a prize of four hundred tons, laden 
with timber; they took her in thg bay of Guia- 
quil; fhe came from a town of that name, and 
was bound to Lima. The commander of this prize 
faid that it was generally reported and believed at 
Guiaquil, that the vice-roy was fitting out ten fail 
of frigates to drive us out of thefe feas. This news 
made our unfettled crew wifh that they had been 
perfuaded to accept of captain Eaton’s company on 
reafonable terms. Captain Davis and captain Swan 


had fome difcourfe concerning captain Eaton ; they 


at laft concluded to fend our {mall bark towards the 
coaft of Lima, as far as the ifland Lobos, to feek 
captain Eaton. This being approved by all hands, 
fhe was clean’d the next day, and fent away mann’d 
with twenty men, ten of captain Davis’s, and ten of 
capt. Swan’s men, and capt. Swan writa letter direct- 
ed to captain Eaton, defiring his company, andthe 
ifle of Plata was appointed for the general rendez- 
vous. When this bark was gone, we turned ano- 
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ther bark which we had into a firethip, having fix 
or feven carpenters, who foon fix’d her, and while’ 
the carpenters were at work about the firefhip, we 
fcrubbed and cleaned our men of war, as well as 
time and place would permit. , 
The nineteenth day of OGtobet we finifhed out 
bufinefs, and the twentieth day we failed towards 
the ifland Lobos, where our bark was ordered to 
{tay for us, or meet us again at Plata. Wehad _ 
“but little wind, therefore it was the twenty third 
day before we paffed by point St. Hellena. The 
twenty fifth day we croffed over the bay of Guia- 
quil, The thirtieth day we doubled Cape Blanco. 
This cape is in lat. 3 deg. 45 min. ant#counted the 
worft cape in all the fouth feas'to double, paffing 
to the fouthward ; for in all other places thips may 
ftand to fea twenty or thirty leagues off, if they find = 
they cannot get any thing under the fhore, but here . 
they dare not qo it: for, by relation of the Spani- 
ards, they find a current fetting N. W. which will 
carry a fhip off more in two hours, than they can 
run in againin five. Befides, fetting to the north- 
ward they lofe ground: therefore they always beat 
up under the fhore, which oftentimes they find very 
| difficult, becaufe the wind commonly blows very ; 
{trong at S$. S. W. or S. by W. without altering, 
for here are never any land-winds. This cape is of 
an indifferent height ; it is fenced with white rocks 
to the fea, for which reafon, I believe, it hath this 
name: the land in the country feems to be full of 
high, fleep, rugged and barren rocks, = a 
The fecond day of November we got as high as 
Payta : we lay about fix leagues off fhore all the 
day, that the Spaniards might not fee us; and in “t 
the evening fent our canoes afhore to take it, Mey 8 : 


with an hundred and ten men. py 
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Payta is a fmall Spanifh fea-port town in the lat. 
of 5 deg. 15 min. Itis built on the fand, clofe by 
the fea, in a nook, elbow, or {mall bay, under a 
pretty high hill. There are not above feventy five 
or eighty houfes, and two churches. The houfes 


are but low and ill built. The building in this — 


country of Peru is much alike, on all the fea coaft. 
The walls are built of brick, made with earth and 
ftraw kneaded together: they are about three feet 
long and two broad, and a foot and a half thick : 
they never burn them, but lay them a long time in 
the fun to dry before they are ufed in building. In 
fome places they have no roofs, only poles laid a- 
crofs from thesfide walls and covered with matts, 
and then thofe walls are carried up to a confidera- 
ble height. But where they build roofs upon their 
houfes, the walls are not made fo high. The houfes 
in general all over this kingdom are but meanly 
built ; one chief reafon, with the common people 
efpecially, is the want of materials to build withal 
for however it be more within land, yet here is nei- 
ther ftone nor timber, to build with, nor any ma- 
terials but fuch. brick as I have defcribed ; and e- 
ven the ftone which they have in fome places is fo 
brittle, that you may rub it into fand with your 
fingers. Another reafon why they build fo meanly 


is, becaufe it never rains, therefore they only en- 


deavour to fence themfelves from the fun. Yet their 
walls, which are built but with an ordinary fort of 
brick, in comparifon with what is made in other 
parts of the world, continue a long time as firm as 
when firft made, having never any winds nor rains, 
to rot, moulder, or fhake them. However, the 
richer fort have timber, which they make ufe of in 
building, but it is brought from other places. 

This dry country commences to the northward 
from about Cape Blanco to Coquimbo in about 

No, 9. Bact 30 deg. 
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from landing. ‘There is another fort on the.top of 


“water to be had here ; they fetch their water from 


from whence fhips that touch at Payta are {upplied - q 


‘of..all thefe things, only as they fetch them from 
Solan, as they have occafion. 


30 deg. S. tine no rain that | could ever dated 
or hear of, nor any green thing. growing in the — 
mountains nor. in the valleys, except. where here 
and there water’d with a few fmall rivers difperied 


up and down. So that the northernmoft parts of 


this tract of land are fupphed with timber from 
Guiaquil, Galleo, Tornato, and other places that 


‘are watered with’ rains, where. there are plenty of 


all forts of timber. In the fouth parts, as about 
Guafco and Coguimbo, they fetch their timber 
from the ifland Chilo, or other places thereabouts. 
The walls of churches and rich mens houfes are 
whitened with lime, both within and without ; and 
the doors and pofts are very large, and adorned 
with carved work, and the beams alfo in the 
churches : the infide of the houfes are hung round 
with ‘rich embroidered or. painted cloths. They — 
have likewife abundance of fine pictures, which adds 
no {mall ornament to their houfes: thefe I fuppofe, 
they have from Old Spain. But the houfes of Payta — 
are none of them fo richly furnifhed,. The churches — 
were large and fairly carved: at one end of the © 
town there 1 was a fmall fort clofe by the fea, but no ~ 
great guns in it. This fort only with mufquets, 
will command all the bay, fo as to hinder any boats 


the hill, ju fs over the town which commands both — 
it and the lower.fort. There is neither wood nor — 


an Indian town nei Colan, abouc two leagues ~ 
N. NE. from Payta; for.at Colan there 1s a {mall 
river of frefh water, which runs out into the fea; 


with water and other refrefhments, as fowls, hogs, if 
plantains, yams and maize, Payta being deititute| 
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The Indians of Colar are all fifhermen: they 
eo out to fea and fifh on bark-logs. Bark-logs are 
made of many round logs of wood in manner of a 
raft,’and very different according to the ufe that 
they are defigned for, or the humour of the peo- 
ple that make them, or the matter that they are 
made of. If they are made for fifhing then they are 
only 3 or 4 logs of light-wood, of feven or eight 
foot long, placed by the fide of each other, pinn’d 
faft together with wooden pins, and bound hard 
with withes. The logs are fo placed, that the 
middlemoft are longer than thofe by the fides, efpe- 
cially at the head or fore part, which grows nar- 
rower gradually into an angle or point, the better 
to cut through the water. Others are made to car- 
ry goods; the bottom of thefe is made of twenty 
or thirty great trees of about twenty, thirty, or for- 
ty feet long, faftened like the other, fide to tide, 
and fo fhaped; on the top of thefe they place ano- 
ther fhorter row of trees acrofs them, pinn’d fait to 
each other, and then pinn’d to the undermoft row ; 
this double row of planks make the bottom of the 
float, and of a confiderable breadth. From this 
bottom the raft is raifed to about ten feet higher, 
with rows of pofts fometimes fet upright and fup- 
porting a floor or two: but thofe | obferved were 
raifed by thick trees laid acrofs each other, as in 
wood piles, only not clofe together as in the bot- 
tom of the float, but at the ends and fides only, 
fo as to leave the middle all hollow like a chamber, 
except that here and there a beam goes acrofs it, to 
keep the float more» compact. In this hollow, at 
about four feet high from the beams at the bottom, 
they lay fmall poles along, and clofe together, to 
make a floor for another room, on the top of which 
alfo they lay another fuch ficor made of poles: and 
the entrances into both thefe reoms is only by creep- 
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ing between the great traverfe trees which make the 
walls of this fea houfe. The loweft of thefe ftories 
ferves as acellar; there they lay great ftones for 
ballaft, and their jars of frefh water clofed up, and 
whatever may bear being wet: for by the weight 
of the ballaft and cargo, the bottom of this room 
and of the whole veffel is funk fo deep, as to lie 
two or three feet within the furface of the water. 
The fecond ftory is for the feamen, and _ their ne- 
ceffaries. Above this fecond ftory the goods are 
ftowed, to what height they pleafe, ufually about 
eight or ten feet, and kept together by poles fet up- 
right quite round ; only there is a little fpace abaft 
for the fteerfman, (for they have a large rudder) 
and afore for the fire hearth to drefs their victuals, 
elpecially when they make long voyages, as from 
Lima to Truxillo, Guiaquil, or Panama; which 
laft voyage is five or fix hundred leagues. In the 
midft of all, among the goods, rifes a maft, to 
which is faftened a large fail, as in our weft coun- 
‘try barges inthe Thames. They always go before 
the wind, being unable to ply againft it, and there- 
fore are fit only for thefe feas, where the wind is al- 
ways ina manner the fame, not varying above a 
point or two all the way from Lima, till fuch time 
as they come into the bay of Panama; and even 
there they meet with no great fea but fometimes 
northerly winds, and then they lower their fails, 
and drive before it, waiting a change. All their 
care then is only to keep off from fhore, for they 
are fo made that they cannot fink at fea. Thefe 
rafts carry fixty or feventy tons of goods and up- 
wards ; their cargo is chiefly wine, oil, flour, fu- 
gar, Quito cloth, foap, goat-fkins drefs’d, 8c. 
The float is managed ulually by three or four men, 
who being unable to return with it againft the trade 
wind, when they come to Panama difpofe of the 
. : | _ goods — 
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goods and bottom together, getting a paflage back 
again’ for themfelves in fome fhip or boat bound to 
the port they came from, and there they make a 
new bark-log for their next cargo. 


The {maller fort of bark-logs, defcribed before, _ 


which lie flat on the water, and are ufed for fifhing, 
or carrying water to fhips, or the like (half a ton 
oraton at a time) are more governable than the 
other, tho’ they have mafts and fails too. With 
thefe they go out at night by the help of the land- 
wind (which is feldom wanting on this coaft) and 
return back in the day time with the fea wind. 
This fort of floats are ufed in many places both 
in the Eaft and Weft Indies. On the coaft of Coro- 
- mandel in the Eaft Indies they call them Catama- 
rans. Thefe are but one log, or two fometimes of 
a fort of light wood, made without fail or rudder, 
and fo fmall, that they carry but one man, whofe 
legs and breeeh are always in the water, and he ma- 
~nages his log with a paddle, appearing at a di- 
- ftance like a man fitting on a fifh’s back. 

The country about Payta is mountainous and bar- 
ren, like all the reft of the kingdom of Peru: 


‘There is no town of confequence nearer it than Piue 


ra, whichis a large town in the country forty miles 
_ diftant. It lies, by report of our Spanith prifoners, 
ina valley, which is watered with a {mall river, 
that difembogues itfelf into the bay of Chirapee, in 
about 7 deg. of north lat. This bay is nearer to 
Piura than Payta; yet all goods imported by fea 
for Piura are landed at Payta, for the bay of Chi- 
rapee is full of dangerous fhoals, and therefore not 
frequented by fhipping. The road of Payta is one 
of the beft on the coaft of Peru. It is fheltered from 
the fouth weft by a point of land, which makes a 
large bay and fmooth water for fhips to ride in, 
There is room enough for a good fleet of thips, 
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and good anchoring in any depth, from ‘fix fathom 
water to twenty. Right againft the town, the near- 
er the town the fhallower the water, and the fmooth- 


et the riding ; it is clean fand all over the bay. Moft, 


fhips pafling either to the north or the fouth touch 
at this place for water, for tho’ here is none at the. 
town,. yet thofe Indian fifhermen of Colan will and 


do fupply all fhips very reafonably ; and good wa-. 
ter is much prized on all this coaft thro’ “the fears 


city of it. 


November the third at fixo sai in the morn- { 


ing, our men landed, about four miles to the fouth. 
of the town, and took fome prifoners. that- were 
fent thither to watch for fear of US, and thefe pri- 


foners faid, that the governor of, Piura came:with 


an hundred armed men to Payta: the night:before, 


purpolely to oppofe our landing there if we fhould | 


attempt its 
Our men marched direétly 1 to the fort on "tite hill, 


and took it without the lofs of one man. Hereupon | 


the governor of Piura with all his men, and the in- 


habitants of the town, ran away as faft as. they 
could. Then our men entered the fora and found ; 


it emptied both of money and goods, there was not 


fo much as a meal of victuals left for them. » 


The prifoners told us a fhip had been here a Keg | 


tle before and burnt a great fhip in the road, bue — 
did not land their men ; “and that. here they put : a- 


Shore all their prifoners and pilots. We knew, this — 


muft be captain Eaton’s fhip which had done this, . 


and by thefe circumftances. we :fuppofed was gone 


to the Eaft-Indies, as was always defined by. hin. q 


The prifoners told us alfo, that fince captain Eaton 
was here a fmall bark had been off the harbour, and — 


taken a pair of bark-logs a fifhing, and made the — 


-fifhermen bring on board twenty or thirty jars of 


‘iret | 


= ty 


Copt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 279 


freth water. This'we fuppofed was our bark that 
was fent to the Lobos to feek captain Eaton. 

In the evening we came in with our fhips, and 
anchored before the town in ten’ fathom water, near 
a mile from the fhore. Here we ftaid cll the fixth 
day, in hopes:to get a ranfom for the town. Our 
captains demanded three hundred packs of four, 
three thoufand pounds of fugar, and twenty five 
jars-of wine, and one thoufand jars of water to be 
brought off to.us, but we got nothing of it. 
Therefore captain Swan ordered the town to be 
fired; which was prelently done. Then all our. 
then came on board, and captain Swan ordered the 
bark which captain Harris commanded, tobe burnt 
hecaufe fhe did not dail well. o> oon. | 

Atnight, when the land-wind came off, we {ails 
ed from hence towards Lobos: The tenth day in’ 
the evening we faw a fail bearing N. W.'by Nw as 
far as we could well difcern her on.our deck. We 
immediately chafedyfeparating ourielves, the:bet- 
ter to meet her in» the night; but we mifs’d-her. 
‘Therefore the next morning we again «trimm’d 
fharp, and made the beit of our way to L,abos. de 
la Mar. ce re 

The fourteenth day we had fight of the ifland 
Lobos de Terra ; it bore eaft from us, we ftood in 
| towards it, and betwixt feven and eight o’clock in 
the night came'to an anchor at the N. I. end of 
the ifland, in» fourteen fathom water. “This ifland 
at fea is of an indifferent height, and appears like 
Lobos de la Mar, About a quarter of a mile from 
the north end there is a great hollow rock, and a 
good channel: between, where there is feven fathom 
water. The fifteenth day we went afhore, and 
found abundance of penguins and boobies, and feal 
in great quantities.. We fent aboard of all thefe to 
be drefs’d, for we had not tafted any flefh a great 
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while before, therefore fome of us eat very heartily. 
Captain Swan, to encourage his men to men to eat 
this coarfe flefh, would commend it for extraordi- 
nary good food, comparing the feal to a roafting 


pig, the boobies to hens, and the penguins to ducks; 
this he did to train them to live contentedly on 
coarfe meat, not knowing but we might be forced 


to make ufe of fuch food before we departed out of 
thefe feas; for it is generally feen among privateers, 


that nothing imboldens them fooner to mutiny than 


want, which we could not well fuffer in a place 
where there are fuch quantities of thefe animals to 
be had, if men could be perfuaded to be contented 
with them. iy 

In the afternoon we failed from Lobos de Terra, 
with the wind at S. by E. and arrived at Lobos de 
Ja Mar on the nineteenth day. Here we found a 
letter, left by our bark that was fent to feek capt. 
Eaton, by which we underftood, that captain Ea~ 


ton had been there, but was gone before they arriv- 
_ ed, and had left no letter to advife us which way 


he was gone, and that our bark was again returned 
to Plata, in hopes to find us there; or meet us by 
the way, elfe refolving to ftay for us there. We 


were forry to hear that captain Eaton was gone, for 


now we did not expect to meet with him any more 


in thefe feas, i 7 
The 21ft day we fent out our Mofkito ftrikers 
for turtle, who brought on board enough to ferve 


both thips companies ; and this they did all the 


time we abode here. While we lay at this ifland, 


captain Swan made new yards, fquarer than thofe | 


he had before, and made his fails larger; and our 
ihip’s company in the mean time {plit plank for 
firewood, and put on board as many planks as we 


could conveniently flow, for other ules 3 here being — 
oes uy oae tat plank © ‘ 
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plank enough of all forts, which we had brought 
hither in the firft prize we took, and left here. 

The 26th day in the evening, we faw a fmall 
bark about three leagues N. N. W. from the ifland, 
but we fuppofing her to be our own bark, did not 
go after her. The next morning fhe was two 
leagues fouth of the ifland, ftanding off to fea; 
but we did not now chace her neither, although we 
knew fhe was not our bark ; for being to windward 
of us, fhe could have made her efcape, if we had 
chafed her. This bark, as we were afterwards in- 
formed, was fent out purpofely to fee if we were at 
this ifland. Her orders were, not to come too near, 
only to appear in fight, they fuppofing that if we 
were here we fhould {oon be after her ; as indeed it 
was a wonder we had not chafed her: but our do- 
ing fo, and lying clofe under the ifland undifcerned 
by them, was a great occafion of our coming upon 
Puna afterwards unexpectedly, they being now with- 
out fear of an enemy fo near them. 

The 28th day we ferubbed our fhip’s bottom, in- 
tending to fail the next day towards Guiaquil, it be- 
ing concluded upon to attempt that town before we 
returned again to Plata. Accordingly, on the 29th 
day in the morning, we loofed from hence, fteering 
dire@tly for the bay of Guiaquil. This bay runs in 
between cape Blanco on the fouth fide, and point 
Chandy on the north. About twenty-five leagues 
from ¢ape Blanco, near the bottom of the bay, 
there is a {mall ifland called Santa Clara, which lies 
eaft and weft : it is of an indifferent length, and ap- 
pears like a dead man ftretched out in a fhroud. 
The eaft end reprefents the head, and the weft end 
the feet. Ships that are bound into the river Guia- 
quil pafs on the fouth fide, to avoid the fhoals 
which lie on the north fide of it, whereon formerly 
fhips have beén loft, It is reported by the Spani- 
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ards, that there is a very rich wreck lies on ‘the 


north fide of that ifland, not far from it, and:that: 


fome of the plate hath been taken up by ene who 
came from Old Spain, witha patent from the king 
to fith in thofé feas for wrécks ; but he dying, the 
project cedfed, and the wreck ftil] remains as he left 


it, only the Indians by ftealth fometimes take Hate 


fome of it, and they might have taken up more, if 
it were not-for the'cat-fith which fwarms hereabouts. 

The cat-fith is much like a whiting, but the head 
is flatter and bigger. It hath a great wide mouth, 
and certain {mall ftrings pointing out from each fide 
of it, Jike cat’s whifkers ; and for that reafon it is 
called a cat-fith. It hath thiee fins, one growing 
on the top of his back, and one. on. either fide. 
Each of thefe fins hath a tiff fharp bone, which 


is very venemous if at ftrikes into. a man’s fleth ; | 


therefore it is dangerous diving where many of thefe 
ith are... ‘Fhe Indians that adventured to fearch 
this wreck, have to their forrow experience it, fome 
having loft their lives, others the ule of their limbs 
by it; this. we’ were informed by:.an Indian, who 
himlelf bad been fifhing on; ie;by ftealth, 1 myfelf 
have known fome white “men that have loft the ufe 


of their hands, (only by a {mall prick with the fin- 


of thefe-fith + therefore when we catch them witha 


hook, we tread on them) te.take the hook out of - 


their moutlis, for otherwite, in fluttering about (as 
all fith will. when: fittt taken), they might. acciden- 
tally trike their fharp’ fins into. the hands of thofe 
that caught them... Some of ‘thele-Athiare feven or 


eight pounds weight, In) fome particular places. 
‘there are none of then bigger. than a man’s'thumb, | 


-but their fins are all alike’ venemous. They. ule to 
cbe at the mouths of rivers, or where there is much 
mud and:ooze,’ and are found all over the! Ameri- 


— -can coaft, both in the north and fouth fea, at leatt 
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in the hot countries, as alfo in the Eaft Indies: 
where failing with captain Minchin among certain 
iflands near the Streights of Malacca, he pointed to, 
an ifland, at which he told me he joit the ale of his 
hand by one of thefe, only in going to take the 
hook out of its mouth. The wound was icarce vi- 
fible yet his hand was much {woln, and the pain laft- 
ed about nine weeks ; during moft part of which the 
raging heat of it.was almoit ready to diftract him. 
However, though the boney fins of. thefe fith are 
fo venemous, yet the bones in. their. bocies are not 
fo ; at leaft we never perceived any fuch effect in 


éating the fifh ; and their fiefh is, very {weet, deli-; 


cious and wholefome meat. | | 

From the ifland Santa Clara. to Punta Arena is 
feven leagues K.N.E. This Punta Arena, or Sandy 
Poiat, is the weftermoft point of the ifland Puna, 
Here all thips bound into the river of Guiaquil an- 
chor, and muft wait fora pilot, the entrance being 


: 


very dangerous:for ftrangers. 


The ifland Puna is a pretty large flat low ifland, 


ftretching eaft andwelt about twelve or fourteen. 


Jeagues long, and four or five leagues wide. . The 


fide runs very flrong all about this.ifland, but fo. 


many diferent ways, by reafon of the branches, 
creeks, and rivers that run into the fea near it, that 


‘it cafts up many dangerous fhoals on all fides of it. 


‘There is in the ifland only-one Indian town on the 
fouth-fide of it, .clofe-by the fea, and feven leagues 
from Point Arena, which town is allo called Puna. 
The Indians of this town are all feamen, and are 
the only pilots in thefe feas, efpecially for this river. 
Their chief employment, when they are not at fea, 
is fithing. Thefe men are oUliged by the Spani- 
ards to keep good watch for fhips that anchor at 
point Arena, which, as I faid before, is feven 


Jeagues from the town Puna. The place where 


they 
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they keep this watch is at a point of land on the 


ifland Puna, that ftarts out into the fea, from 


whence they can fee al] fhips that anchor at point. 


Arena. The Indians come thither in the morning, 


and return at night on horfeback. From this watch~ 


ing point, to point Arena, it is four leagues, 
all drowned mangrove land; and in the midway 
between thefe two points is another {mall point, 


where thefe Indians are obliged to keep another 


watch, when they fear an enemy. The centinel 
goes thither in a canoe in the morning, and returns 


at night; for there is no coming thither by land, 


through that mangrove marfhy ground. The mid- 


dle of the ifland Puna is favannah or pafture. There 
are fome ridges of good woodland, which is of a 


light yellow or fandy mould, producing large tall’ 
trees, moft unknown even to travellers: but there 
are plenty of palmeto trees, which, becaufe J am 


acquainted with, I fhall defcribe. The palmeto 
tree is about the bignefs of an ordinary ath ; it is 
about thirty feet high, the body ftreight, without 
any limb. branch or leaf, except at the head only, 
where it fpreads forth into many {mall branches, 
not half fo big as a man’s arm, fome no bigger 
than ones finger: thefe branches are about three or 
four feet long, clear from any knot: at the end of 


the branch there grows one broad leaf, about the 


Bignefs of @ fan)” This) when it Grft fhoots forth, 
grows in folds, like a fan when it 1s clofed ; and 
ftill as it grows bigger fo it opens, till it becomes 
like a fan fpread abroad. It is ftrengthened towards 


the flalk with many fmall ribs {pringing trom thence, | 
and growing into the leaf; which as they grow near — 


the end of the leaf, grow thinner and imaller. The 
Jeaves that make the bruth part of the flag-brooms 
which are brought into England, grow juft in this 
manner, and are indeed a {mall kind of oss ; 
tl , or 
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for there are of them of feveral dimenfions. In Ber- 
mudas, and elfewhere, they make hats, bafkets, 
brooms, fans to blow the fire inftead of bellows, 
with many other houfe-implements of palmeto- 
leaves. On the ridges where thefe trees grow, the 
Indians have here and there plantations of maize, 
yams, and potatoes. | 

There are in the town of Puna about twenty 
houfes, and a fmall church. The houfes ftand all 
on pofts, ten or twelve feet high, with ladders on 
the outfide to go up into them. I never faw the 
like buildings any where but among the Malayans 
in the Eaft Indies. They are thatched with palme- 
to-leaves, and their chambers well boarded, in 
which laft they exceed the Malayans. The bett 
place for fhips to lie at an anchor is againft the mid- 
dle of the town. There is five fathom water with- 
in a cable’s length of the fhore, and good foft deep 
ooze where fhips may careen, or hale afhore; it 
flows fifteen or fixteen foot water up and down. 

From Puna to Guiaquil is reckoned feven leagues. 
It is one league before you come to the mouth of 
the river Guiaquil, where it is above two mile wide ; 
from thence upwards the river lies pretty ftreight 
without any confiderable turnings. Both fides of 
the river are low fwampy land, overgrown with 
red mangroves, fo that there is no landing. Four 
miles before you come to the town of Guiaquil, 
there’s a low ifland ftanding in the river. This if- 
land divides the river into two parts, making two 


very fair channels for fhips to pafs up and down. 


The fouth weft channel is the wideft, the other is 
as deep, but narrower, by reafon of many trees 
and bufhes, which fpread over the river, both from 
the main and from the ifland, and there are alfo fe- 
veral great ftumps of trees ftanding upright in the 
water, on either fide, The ifland is above eee 

ong. 
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Jong. From the upper part of the ifland to the 


town of Guiaquil, is almoit a league, and near as 


much from one fide of the river to the other. Ip. 


that {pacious place, hips of the greateft burthen 
may ride afloat, but the beft place for fhips is near= 
eft to that part of the Jand where the town ftands ; 
and this place is feldom without fhips. Guiaquil 
ftands facing the ifland, clofe by the river, partly 
on the fide, and partly at the foot of a gentle hill 
declining towards the river, by which the lower 


part is often overflown. There are two forts; one 


ftanding on the low ground, the other on the hill, 
This town makes a very fine proipect, being beau- 
tifed with feveral churches and other good build- 
ings. Here lives a governor, who, as I have been 
informed, hath his patent from the King of Spain. 
Guiaquil may be reckoned one of the chief fea ports 
in the fouth feas: the commodities which are ex- 
ported from hence, are cacoa, hices, tallow, farfa- 
parilla, and other drugs, and woollen-cloth, com- 
monly called cloth of Quito. 

The cocoa grows on both fides of the river a- 
bove the town. It is a {mall nut, like the Cam- 
peachy nut. I think the fmalleft of the two; they 
produce as much cocoa here as ferves all the king- 


-dom of Pera ; and much of it is fent to Acapulco, 


and trom thence to the Phillipine iflands. L 

Sartaparilla grows in the water by the fides of 
the river, as I] have been informed. (bi B® 

The Quito-cloth comes. from a rich town in the 
country within land called Quito. There is a great 
deal made, both ferges and broad-cloth. ‘This 
cloth is not very fine, but is worn by the common 
fort of people throughout the whole kingdom , of 
Peru. This, and all other commodities, which 


“come from Quito, are thiped off at Guiaquil for o- 


ther:parts.; and all imported:goods for the city of 
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Quito pafs by Guiaquil, by which it may appear 


that/Guiaquil is a place of no mean trade. 

Quito, as.I have been informed, is a very popu- 
lous city, feated in the heart of the country. It is 
inhabited partly by Spaniards; but the major part 
of its inhabitants are Indians, under the Spanifh go- 
vernment. 

It is environed with mountains of a vaft height, 
from whofe bowels many great rivers have their 


rife. Thefe mountains abound in gold, which» 


by violent rains is wafhed with the {and into the 
adjacent brooks, where the Indians refort in troops, 
wafhing away the fand, and putting up the gold- 
duft in their calabathes or gourd fhells: But for the 
manner of gathering the gold I refer you to Mr. 


Wafer’s book, only I fhall remark here, that Qui- . 


to is the place in all the kingdom of Peru that a- 
bounds moft with this. rich metal, as I have been 
often informed. 

The country is fubjeét to great rains, and very 
thick fogs, efpecially the valleys. For that reafon 
it is very unwholfome and fickly. The common 
diftempers are fevers, violent head-ach, pains in 
the bowels, and fluxes. I know no place where 
gold is found but what is very unhealthy ; as I fhall 
more particularly relate. when I come to fpeak of 
‘Achin in the ifle of Sumatra in the Eaft Indies. 
Guiaquil is not fo fickly as Quito and other towns 
farther within land; yet in comparifon with the 
towns that are on the coaft of Mare Pacifico, fouth 
of cape Blanco, it is very fickly. 

It was to this town of Guiaquil that we were 
bound, therefore we left our fhips off cape Blanco, 
and ran into the bay of Guiaquil with our bark and 
canoes, fteering in for the ifland Santa Clara, 
where we arrived the next day after we left our 
flips, and from thence fent away two canoes the 
next 
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next evening to point Arena. At this point there 
are abundance of oyfters, and other fhell-fith, as 
cockles and mufcles; therefore the Indians of Puna: 
often come hither to get thefe fith. Our canoes got 
over before day, and abfconded in a creek, to wait 


for the coming of the Puna Indians, The next 


morning fome of them, according to their cuftom, 
came thither on bark-logs, at the latter part of the 
ebb, and were all taken by our men. The next’ 
day, by their advice, the two watchmen of the In- 
dian town Puna, were taken by our men, and all 
its inhabitants, not one efcaping. The next ebb 
they took a fmall bark laden with Quito-cloth. 
She came from Guiaquil that tide, and was bound ~ 
to Lima, they having advice that we were gone off 
the coaft, by the bark which I faid we faw while 
we lay at the ifland Lobos. The mafter of this. 
cloth bark informed our men, that there were three 
barks coming from Guiaquil, laden with negroes: - 
he faid they would come from thence the next tide. 
The fame tide of ebb that they took the cloth-bark, 
they fent a canoe to our bark, where the greateft 
part of the men were to haften them away with 
{peed to the Indian town: The bark was now rid- 
ing at point Arena; and the next flood fhe came 
with all the men, and the reft of the canoes to 
Puna, The tide of flood being now far {pent, we 
lay at this town till the laft of the ebb, and then’ 
rowed away, leaving five men on board our bark, 
who-were ordered to lie ftill til] eight o’clock the 
next morning, and not to fire at any boat or bark, 
but after that time they might fire at any object ; 
for it was fuppofed that before that time we fhould 
be matters of Guiaquil. We had not rowed above — 


two miles, before we met and took one of the three 


barks laden. with negroes, the mafter of her faid, 
that the other two would come from Guiaquil the 3 
, next 
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next tide of ebb. We cut her main-maft down, 
and left her at an anchor. It was now ftrong flood, 
and therefore we rowed with all fpeed towards the 
town, in hopes to get thither before the flood was 
down, but we found it farther than we expected, 
or elfe our canoes being very full of men, did not 
row fo faft as we would have them. The day broke 
when we were two leagues from the town, and then 
we had not above an hours flood more, therefore 
our captains defired the Indian pilot to direct us to 
fome creek where we might abfcond all day, which 
was immediately done, and one canoe was fent to- 
“wards Puna to our bark, to order them not to move 
nor fire till the next day. But fhe came too late to 
countermand the firft orders; for the two barks — 
before mentioned laden with negroes, came from 
_ the town the laft quarter of the evening tide, and 
Jay in the river, clofe by the fhore on one fide, and 
we rowed upon the other fide and mift them, nei- 
ther did they fee or hear us. As foon as the flood 
was fpent, the two barks weighed and went down 
with the ebb towards Puna. Our bark feeing them 
coming directly towards them, and both full of 
men, fuppofed that we by fome accident had been 
deitroyed, and the two barks were manned with 
_ Spanifh foldiers, and fent to take our fhips, and 
_ therefore they fired three guns at them a league be- 
fore they came near. ‘The two Spanifh barks im- 
mediately came to an anchor, and the mafters got 
into their boats, and rowed for the fhore; but our 
canoe that was fent from us took them both. The 
firing of thefe three guns made a great diforder a- 
mong our advanced men, for moft of them believ- 
ed they were beard at Guiaquil, and that therefore 
it could be no profit to lye {till in the creek, but ei- 
ther row away to the town, or back again to our 
fhips. It was now quarter ebb, therefore, we 
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could not move upwards, if we had been difpofed 
foto do. Atlength captain Davis faid, he would 
immediately land in the creek where they lay, and 
march dire@tly to the town, if but forty men would 
accompany him; and without faying more words, 
he landed among the mangroves in the marfhes. 
Thofe that were fo minded followed him, to the 
number of forty or fifty. Captain Swan lay ftill 
with the reft of the party in the creek, for they 
thought it impoffible to do any good that way. 
Captain Davis and his men were abfent about four 
hours, and then returned all wet, and quite tired, 
and could not find any paflage out into the firm, 
land. He had been fo far, that he almoft defpair- 
ed of getting back again: for a man cannot pafs 
through thofe red mangroves but with very much 
labour. When captain Davis was returned, we 
concluded to be going towards the town the begin- 
ning of the next flood; and if we found that the 
town was alarmed, we purpofed to return again 
- without attempting any thing there.- As foon as it 
was flood we rowed away, and pafled by the ifland 
through the N. E. channel, which is the narroweft. 
There are fo many ftumps in the river, that it is _ 
very dangerous paffing in the night (the time we 
always take for fuch attempts) for the river runs 
very fwift, and one of our canoes ftuck on a ftump, 
and had certainly overfet, if fhe had not been im- 
diately refcued by others. When we were come 
almoft to the end of the ifland, there was a mufquet 
fired at us out of the bufhes on the main. We then 
had the town open before us, and prefently faw 
lighted torches, or candles, all the town over ; 
whereas, before the gun was fired, there was but 
one light, therefore we now concluded we were dif- 
covered ; yet many of our men faid, that it was a 
holiday the next day, as it was indeed, and ae 
aa i a there- 
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therefore the Spaniards were making | fireworks, 
which they often do in the night again{ft fuch times. 
We rowed therefore a little farther, and found firm 
land, and captain Davis pitched his canoe afhore 
and Janded with his men. Captain Swan, and moft 
of his men, did not think it convenient to attempt 
any thing, feeing the town was alarmed; but at 
Jaft, being upbraided with cowardice, captain Swan 
find his men latded alfo. The place where we 


all overgrown with woods fo thick, that we could 
not march through in the night ; and therefore we 
fat down, waiting for the light of the day. We 
had two Indian pilots with us, one that had been 
with us a month, who having received fome abufes 
from a gentleman of Guiaquil, to be revenged of- 
fered his fervice to us, and we found him very 
faithful; the other was taken by us not above two 
days before, and he feemed to be as willing as the 
| other to affift us. This latter was led by one of 
captain Davis’s men, who fhewed himfelf very for- 


confefled) notwithftanding his courage, privately 
cut the ftring that the guide was made faft with, and 
Yet him go to the town by himfelf, not caring to 
follow him; but when he thought the guide was 
cot far enough from us, he cried out that the pilot 
was gone, and that fome body had cut the cord 
that tied him. This put every man into a moving 


‘confternation was great, being in the dark and a- 
-mong woods, fo the defign was wholly dafhed, for 
~ nota man after that had the heart to {peak of going 
: farther. Here we ftaid till day, and then rowed 
| out into the middle of the river, where we had a 


~~ 


ha T 2 hour, 


landed was about two miles from the town : it was | 


ward to go to the town, and upbraided others with - 
faint-heartednefs: yet this man (as he afterwards — 


pofture to feek the Indian, but all in vain, and our 


fair view of the town. We lay ftill about half an 
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hour, being a mile or fomething. better, from the 
town. They did not fire one gun at us, nor we at 
them. Thus. our defign on Guiaquil failed ; yet 
captain Townely, and captain Francis Gronet ‘took 
it a little while after this. When we had taken a 
full view of the town we rowed over the river, 
where we went afhore to a beef eftantion or farm, 
and killed a cow, which we drefs’d and eat. We 
ftaid there till the evening tide of ebb, and then 
rowed down the river, and the oth day in the morn- 
ing we arrived at Puna. In our way thither we 
went on board the three barks laden with negroes 
that lay at their anchor in the river, and carried the 
barks away with us. ‘There were one thouiand ne- 
groes in the three barks, all lufty young men and 
women. When we came to Puna, we fent a ca- 
noe to Point Arena, to fee if the fhips were come 
thither. The 12th day fhe returned again, with 
tidings that they were both there at anchor : : there- 
fore in the afternoon we all went on board of our 
fhips and carried the cloth bark with us, and about 
forty of the ftouteft negro men, leaving the three 
barks with the reft , and out of thefe alfo captain 
Davis and captain Swan chofe about fourteen or 
fifteen a piece, and turned the reft afhore. 

_. There was never a greater opportunity put into 
the hands of men to Punch themfelves than we haa, 
to have gone with thefe negroes, and fettled our- 
felves at Santa Maria, on the Ifthmus, of Darien, 
and employed them in getting gold out of the mines 
there, which might uae ine done with | eafe; for 
about fix months before this, captain Harris (who 
was now with us) coming over land from the north 
feas with his body of privateers, had routed the 
Spaniards away from the town and gold mines of 
Santa Maria, fo that they had never “attempted to 
‘fertle there again fince : : add to this, that the Indian 
me neighbour- 
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neighbourhood, who were mortal enemies to the © 
Spaniards, had been flufh’d by their fuccefles a-- 
gainft them, through the affiftance of the priva-— 
teers, for feveral years, were our faft friends, and 
ready to receive and affift us. We had, as | have’ 
faid, one thoufand negroes to work for us, we had 

two hundred tons of flour that Jay at the Gallipa- 

gos, there was the river of Sancta Maria, where we » 
could careen.and fit our fhips; and might fortify 
the mouth fo, that if all the ftrength the Spaniards 

haye in Peru had come againft us, we could have 

kept them out. If they lay with guard-fhips of. 
{trength to keep us in, yet we had a great country 
to live in, and a great nation of Indians that 
were our friends; befides, which was the principal” 
thing, we had the north fea to betriend us; from _ 
whence we could export ourfeives, or effects, | 
or import goods or men to our affiftance; for in a 
fhort time we fhould have had affiftance from all 
parts of the Weft Indies ; many thoufands of pri- 
vateers from Jamaica and the French iflands, efpe-— 
cially would have flock’d over to us; and long be- 
fore this time we might have been maiters not only 

of thofe mines the richeft gold-mines ever yet ™ 
found in America) but of all the coaft as high as — 
Quito ; and much more than I fay might then pro-— 
bably have been done. — Nats eas , 


: ' 


But thefe may feem to the reader but golden — 
dreams: to leave them therefore. The thirteenth | 
day we failed from point Arena towards Plata, to 
feek our bark that was fent to the ifland Lebos, ip - 
fearch of captain Eaton. We were two fhips in 
company, and two barks ; and the 16th day we ars 
rived at Plata, but found no bark there, nor any 
letter, The next day we went over to the main to 
fill water, and in our paflage met our bark. She 
had been a second time at the ifland Lobos, and not 

at : | ven énding. 
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finding us, was coming to Plata again. They, had 
been in fome want of provifion fince they left us, and. 
therefore had been at Santa Hellena, and taken it, 
where they got as much maize as ferved them three 


er four days, and that, with fome fith and turtle 


which they ftruck, lafted them till they came to the 
Ifland Lobos de Terra. They got boobies and pen- 


guins egas, of which they laid ina ftore, and went. 
from thence to Lobos de Ja Mar, where they re- 
plenifhed their ftock of eggs, and falted up a few, 
young feals, for fear they fhould wants; ‘and being 
thus victualled, they returned again towards Plata. - 
When our water was filled we went over again to 


the ifland Plata. There we parted the cloths that 


were taken in the cloth-bark into two lots or fhares: 
captain Davis and his men had one part, and cap-_ 
tain Swan and his men had the other part. The bark 
which the cloth was in, captain Swan kept for a 
tender. At this time here were at Plata a gréat ma-. 
ny large turtles which I judge came from the Galli- _ 
pagos, for I had never feen any here before, tho’ T_ 
had been here feveral times: this was their coup~ 
ling-time, which is much fooner in the year here. 
than in the Weft-Indies, properly fo called. Our 
ftrikers brought on board every day more than we. 


could eat. Captain Swan had no ftriker, and there- 


fore had no turtle but what was fent him from cap-_ 
tain Davis ; and all his flour too he had from cap-— 
tain Davis: but fince our difappointment at Guia- 
quil, captain Davis’s men murmured, againit cap- 


tain Swan, and did not willingly give him any pro- 


vifion, becaufe he was not fo forward to go. thither. 
as captain Davis. However, at laft, theie diffe- 


rences were made up, and we concluded to go into 
the bay of Panama, to,a town called. ia Velia; but 


becaufe we had not, canoes enough to land our men, _ 
we were refolyed to fearch fome rivers where the 


Spaniards have ne commerce, to get Indian canoes. 


ae 
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They leave the ifle of Plata, and proceed northward 

again to the rivers St. Fago and Tomaco, the iflands 
Gallo, Gorgona, and the pearl ifles, Sc. in the bay 
of Panama. . | 


fi hie 23d day of December, 1684, we failed 
from the ifland Plata towards the bay of Pa- 
nama, The wind at S. S. E. a fine brifk gale, and 


fine weather. The next morning we paft by cape _ 


Paffao, in lat. oo deg. 08 min. fouth of the equa- 
tor. Itruns out into the fea with a high round 


point, which feems to be divided in the midft. Te 
is bald againft the fea, but within land, and on both. 
fides, full of fhort trees. The land in the country 
is very hich and mountainous, and appears to be 
very woody. Between cape Paffao and cape Saint 
Francifco, the land by the fea is full of {mall points, 

making as many little fandy bays between them, 
and is of an indifferent height, covered with trees. 
of divers forts ; fo that failing by this coaft you fee 


nothing but a vaft grave or wood, which is fo 


much the more pleafant, becaufe the trees are of 


feveral forms, both in refpect to their growth and 
colour. — | , . 


Our defign was, as I faid in a former chapter, to 
fearch for canoes in fome river where the Spaniards 


have neither fettlement nor trade with the native In- 


dians. We had Spanifh pilots, and Indians bred 


under the Spaniards, who were able to carry us ins 


- to any harbour or river belonging to the Spaniards, 
but were wholly unacquainted with thofe rivers 
which were not seaaee by the Spaniards, There 


are many fuch unfrequented rivers between Plata 


and Panama: indeed all the way from the line to 


the oulf of St. Michaels, or even to Panama, the 
goaft is not inhabited by any Spaniards, nor are the 
ii tet eA ; Indians 
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Indians that inhabit there any way under their fub- 
jection; only near the ifle Gallo, where on the 
banks of .a gold river or two there are fome Spani- 
ards who work there to find gold. 

Now our pilots being at a lofs on’ thefe lefs fre- 
quented coalts, we fupplied that detect out of the 
Spanith pilots books, which we took. in their fhips :< 
thefe we found by experience to be very good guides. 
Yet neverthelefs the country in many places “by the. 


fea being low, and full of openings, creeks and Tae 


vers, it is fomewhat dificult to find any particular. 
river that a man defigns to go to, where he is not, 
well acquainted. _ 

This however could be no > difcouragement to us, 
for one river might probably be as well furnifhed. 
with Indian canoes as another, and if we found. 
them, it was to us indifferent where, yet we pitch’d | 
on the river Saint Jago, not becaufe there were no, 
other rivers as large and as likely to be inhabited . 
with Indians as it, but becaufe that river was not. 
far from Gallo, an ifland where our fhips could an-, 


chor, fafely and ride fecurely. We paft by cape St. 


Francifco meeting with great and continued rains. 
The land by the fea, to the north of the cape is low 
and extraordinary woody; the trees are very thick, 


and feem to be of a prodigious height and bignefs. | 


o 
From cape St. Francifco the land runs more eafter-, 


ly into the bay of Panama. I.take this cape to be 
its bounds on the fouth fide, and the ifles of Cobaya_ 
or Quibo to bound it on the N. fide. Between this. 
cape and the ifle Gallo there are many large and. 
navigable rivers. We paffed by them all all we 
came to the river St. Jago. 
This river is near 2 deg. north of the equator. ‘It 
is large and navigable fome leagues up, and feven 
‘Teagues from the fea it divides itlelf into two parts, 
snaking an ifland that is four leagues wide oily ae 
the 
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the fea: ‘The wideft branch is on the’S: W. fide of) 
the ifland. Both branches are very deep, but the 

mouth of the narrower is fo choak’d with fhoals, 

that at low water, even canoes cannot enter. A> 
bove the ifland it is a league wide, and the ftream 

runs pretty ftraight and very {wift. ‘The tide flows 

about three leagues up the river, but to what heigth | 
L-know not. Probably the river hath its origin from 

fome of the rich mountains near the city Quito,’ 
and runs thro’ a country, as rich in foil, as perhaps 

any.in. the world, efpecially when it draws within 
ten or twelve leagues of the fea. The land there. 
both on the ifland, and on. both fides of the river,. 
is of a black deep mould, producing extraordinary 
creat tall trees of many forts, fuch as ulually grow» 
in thefe hot climates. I fhall only give an account: 
of the cotton and cabbage-trees, autieatedl there are: 
ereat plenty, and they are as large of their kinds as: 
ever I law. 

There are two foris te cotton-trees, one 18 called 
tlie red, the other the white cotton-tree. The white 
cotton-tree grows like an oak, but generally much 
bigger.and.taller than our oaks: the body is ftraight 
and clear from Knots or boughs to the very head ; 
there it fpreads forth many great limbs juft like an 
an oak. The bark is fmooth and of a orey colour, 
the leaves are as big as a large plumb leaf, jagged 
at the edge; they are oval, fmoathis and of a dark 
ereen. colour. Some of thefe trees have their bodies 
much bigger, eighteen or twenty feet high, than 
nearer the : cround, being big bellied like nine-pins. 
They bear a very fine fort of cotton, called filk cot-: 
ton. When this cotton is ripe the trees appear like 
our apple trees in England, when full of bloffoms. 
If I donot miftake, ‘the cotton falls down in No- 

vember, or December; then the ground is cover- 
ed white with it. This is not fubftantial and con- 
| ; tinuous, 
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tinuous, like that which grows upon the cotton 
fhrubs, in plantations, but like the down of thiftles, 
fo that I never’ knew any ufe made‘of it in the Weft 
Dia at becaufe it is not worth the labour of gather- 

ng; but in the Eaft Indies the natives gather and 
re it for pillows. It hath a {mall black feed among 
it. The leaves of this tree fall off the beginning. 


of April ; while the old leaves are falling om the 


young ones fpring out, and in a weeks time the tree 
cafts off her old robes, and is clothed in a new pleas 


fant garb. The red cotton tree is like the other, . 


but hardly fo big ; it bears no cotton, but its: wood: 


is fomewhat harder of the two, yet both forts are 


foft fpongy wood, fit for no ufe that I know, but 
only for canoes, which being ftraight and tall they 


are very good for, but. they will not laft long, efpe-- 


cially if not drawn afhore often and tarred; other- 


wife the worm and the water foon rot them. They’ 
are the biggeft trees, or perhaps weeds rather, in: 


the Weft Indies. They are common in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies in good fat land. 


As the cotton is the biggeft tree in the woods fo 
the cabbage-tree is the talleft : the body is not very 
big, but very high and ftraight. I have meafured: 
one in’ the bay of Campeachy one’ hundred and’ 
twenty feet long as it lay'on the ground, and there. 


are fome much higher. It has no Timbs nor boughs,’ 


but at the head there are many branches bigger than 


aiman’s arm. Thefe branches are not covered, but’ 


flat, with fharp.edges, and twelve or fourteen feet’ 


Jong. About two feet from the trunk, the branch- 


es fhoot forth. fmall. long leaves, about an inch 


broad, which grow fo regularly on both fides of the 
branch, that the whole branch feems to be but one 
leaf, made up of many fmall ones. The cabbage 
fruit fhoots out in the midft of thefe branches, from 
the'top of the tree; it is-invefted with many long 


leaves, 
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leaves or branches which are ready:to fpread abroad.. 
as the old branches droop and fall down, The cab=.. 
bage itfelf when it is taken out of the leaves which . 
it feems to be folded Hs is as big as the {mall of a 
man’s leg, and a foot long ; it is as white as milk, 

and as {weet as a nut, if eaten raw, and very (eee 
and wholefome if boiled. Befides, the cabbage 
itfelf, there grow out between the cabbage and one 
large grkebce: fmall twigs as of a eels about 
two feet long from their, “ftump. At the end of 
thofe twigs ( ‘which crow very thick together) there. 
hang berries hard ee round, and as big as a cher- 
ry. Thefe the tree fheds every, year, and they.are, 

very good for hogs. ; for this reafon the Spaniards - 
fine thofe who cut down % any of them in their woods. 
The body of the tree is full of rings round it, half 
a foot afunder from the bottom to the top; The 


bark is thin and brittle ; the wood black and very. 


hard, the heart-or middle of the tree is white pith. 
They do not. climb to get the cabbage, but cut 
them down ; for fhouid they © cather. it off the tree 
as it ftands, its head being gone, it foon dies. Thefe_ 
trees are.much ufed by the planters in Jamaica, to. 
board the fides of the houfes, for it is but fplitting 
the trunk into four parts with an axe, and there are 
fo many planks. Thofe trees appear very pleafant, 
and they beautify the whole wood, {preading their 
at branches above all other trees. 

1! this country is fubject to very great rains, fo 
ne this part of Peru-pay for the dry weather which- 
they have about Lima and all that coaft. 1 believe 
that is one reafon why the Spaniards have made 
fuch fmall difcoveries, in this and other rivers on . 
this coaft, another reafon may be, becaufe it lies 
not io directly in their way ; for they do not coaft 
it along in going from Panahie to. Lima, but firft 


for 
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for a wefterly wind, and from thence ftand over to- 
wards cape St. Francifco, not touching any where 
ufually, till they come to Manta near cape St. Lo- 
renzo. In their return, indeed. from Lima to Pa- 
nama, they may keep along the coaft hereabouts; _ 
but then their fhips are always taken, whereas the © 
light fhips that go from Panama, are moft at lei-_ 
fure to make difcoveries. A third reafon may be, the 
wildnefs and pris of'all the natives on this coaft, _ 
who are naturally fortified by their rivers and vatt x 
woods, from whence with their arrows they can ea- 
fily annoy any that fhall land there to affault them. _ 


At'this river ‘particularly there are no Indians live 


within fix leagues of the fea, and all the country : 
fo far, is full lof impaflable woods; fo that to get 
at’ the Indians or the mines and mountains, praee 1S 
no way but by rowing up the river, and if any 
who are enemies to er natives attempt this (as the 
Spaniards are always hated by them) they muft all 
the way be expofed to the arrows of thofe who lie 
ease in ambufh in the woods for them. Thefe © 
wild Indians have fmall plantations of maize, and 
good plantain cardens ; for plantains are their chief 3 
food. They have alio a few fowls and hogs. | 
It was to this river that we were bound, to feek 
for canoes, therefore the 26th, fuppofing ourfelves : 
to be abreaft of it, we went from our {hips with ~ 

four canoes. The 27th day in the morning we en- 
tered at half flood into the fmaller Bane of that 
river, and rowed up fix leagues before we met any 
inhabitants. There we found: two {mall huts rhatch- 
ed with palmeto leaves. The Indians feeing us 
rowing towards their houfes, got their wives “and 
lictle ones, with their HeuMele: ftuff, into their ca- — 

noes, and paddled away falter than we could row ; 
for we were forced to keep in the middle of the ri- 
ver oe of our oars, but they with their pad- 
dles 
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dies kept clofe under the banks, and fo had not the 
fireneth of the ftream eeainft. them as we had. 
Thefe huts were clofe by the river on the eaft fide 
of it, juft againft the end of the ifland. We faw 
a great many other houfes a league from us on the 
other fide of the river ; but the main ftream into 
which we were now come, feemed to be fo fwift; 
that we were afraid to put over, for fear we fhould 
not be able to get back again. We found only a 
hog, fome fowls and plantains in the huts. We kil- 
led the hog and the fowls, which were drefs’d pre- 
fently. Their hogs they got, as I fuppofe, from 
the Spaniards by fome accident, or from fome 
neighbouring Indians who converfe with the Spa- 
niards ; for this that we took was of the European 
kind, which the Spaniards have introduced into A- 
merica very plentifully, efpecially into the iflands 
Jamaica, Hifpaniola, and Cuba above all, being 
very largely ftored with them; where they feed in 
the woods in the day time, and at night come in at 
the founding of a conch-fhell, and are put in their 
crauls or pens, and yet fome turn wild, which ne- 
verthelefs are often decoyed in by the other, which 
being all marked, whenever they fee an unmarked 
hog in the pen, they know it is a wild one, and 
fhoot him prefently. Thefe crauls I have not feen 
on the continent, where the Spaniards keep them 
tame at home. Among the wild Indians, or in their 


woods, are no hogs, but picaree and waree, a fort 
I have mentioned before. | 


After we had refrefhed ourfelves, we returned to- 


wards the mouth of the river. It was evening 
when we came from thence, and got to the river’s 
mouth the next morning before day. Our fhips 
when we left them were ordered to go to Gallo, 
where they were to ftay for us. Gallo is a {mall 
uninhabited ifland, lying in betwen 2 and 3 deg, 

| north 
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north lat. in a wide bay about three leagues from 
the mouth of the river 1. maco, and four leagues 
anda half from a fmall Indian village called To- 
maco. The ifland Gallo is of an indifferent height, 
covered with very good timber trees, and is there- 
fore often vifited with barks from Guiaquil, and 
other places ; for mot of the timber carried from 
Guiaquil to Lima, is firft fetched from Gallo. There | 
is adpring of good water at the N. E. end : at that 
place there is a fine fimall fandy bay, where is good 
landing. The road for fhips is againft this bay, 
where there is good fecure riding in fix or feven fa- 
thom water: and here fhips may careen. It is but — 
fhoal water all about this ifland, yet there is a chan- 
nel to come in at, where there is no lefs than four 
fathom water: you mutt go in with the tide of flood, 
and come out with ebb, founding all the way. 
Tomaco is a large river that takes its name from 
an Indian village fo called: It is reported to {pring 
from the rich mountains about Quito. It is thick - 
inhabited with Indians, and there are fome Spani- 
ards that live there, who traffick with the Indians 
for gold. It is fhoal at the mouth of the fiver, 
yet barks may enter. a 7 
This village Tomaco is but fmall, and feated not 
far from the mouth of the river. It is a place to 
entertain the Spanifh merchants that come to Gallo 
to load timber, or to trafick with the Indians for 
eold. At this place one Doleman, with feven or 
eight men more, once of captain Sharp’s crew, 
were killed in the year 1680. From the branch of 
the river St. Jago, where we now lay, to Tomaco, 
is about five leagues; the land low, and full of © 
creeks, fo that canoes may pafs within land thro’ 
thofe creeks, and from thence into T’omaco river. 
The 28th day we left the river of St. Jago, crof- 
fing fome creeks in our way with our canoes s and. 
, came 
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came to an Indian houfe, where we took the man 
and all his family. We ftaid here till the afternoon, 
and then rowed towards Tomaco, with the man of 


this houfe for our guide. We arrived at Tomaco 


about twelve o’clock at night. Here we took all 
the inhabitants of the village, and a Spanifh knight, 
called Don Diego de Pinas. This knight*came in 
a fhip from Lima to load timber. The fhip was 
riding in a creek about a mile off, and. there were 
only one Spaniard and eight Indians on board. We 


went in a canoe with feven men and took her; fhe - 


had no goods, but twelve or thirteen jars of good 
wine, which we took out, and the next day let the 
fhip go. Here an Indian canoe came on board with 
three men in her. Thefe men could not {peak Spa- 


nifh, neither could they diftinguifh us from Spani- - 


ards; the wild Indians ufually thinking all white 
men to be Spaniards. We gave them three or four 
callabafhes of wine, which they freely drank. They 
were ftraight bodied, and well limb’d men, of a 
mean height, their hair black, long vifaged, {mall 
nofes and eyes, and were thin fac’d, ill look’d men, 
of a very dark copper colour. A little before night 
captain Swan and all of us return’d to Tomaco, 
and left the veffel to the feamen. The 31ft day 
two of our canoes, who had been up the river of 


Tomaco, returned back again to the village. They. 


had rowed feven or eight leagues ‘up, and found 
but one Spanifh houfe, which they were told be- 
longed to a lady who lived at Lima; fhe had fer- 
vants here that traded with the Indians for gold, 
but they feeing our men coming, ran away ; yet 
our men found there feveral ounces of gold in cal- 
labafhes. | ‘4 , 7 

The firft- day of January 1685, we went from 
Tomaco towards Gallo. We carried the knight 
with us, and two {mall canoes which we took there, 

, | and 
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and while we were rowing over, ‘one of our canoes. 


took a pacquet- boat that was fent from Panama to 
Lima. ‘The Spaniards ‘threw the pacquet of letters 
overboard with a line and-a buoy to it, but our 
men feeing it; teok it up, and brought the letters, 
and all the prifoners. on board our fhips, that were 


then at’an anchor at Gallo. Here we {ftaid till the 


fixth day,» reading the letters, by which we under-. 


ftood that the armada from Old Spain was come to 
Portobello, and that the prefident of Panama had 
fent this pacquet on purpofe to haften the plate 
fleet thither from Lima. - 

We were very joyful at this news, and therefore 


fent away the pacquet boat with all her letters; and 


altered our former refolutions of going to Lavelia, 
‘We now concluded to careen our ~thips as fpeedily 
as we could, that we might be ready to intercept 
this fleet. The propereft place that we could think 
on for doing it, was among the King’s iflands, or 


Pearl keys, ‘becaufe they are near Panama, and all 


fhips bound to Panama from the coaft of Lima’ 


pafs by them, fo thar being there, we could not’ 
poflibly mifs the fleet. _ According to thete refolu- 
tions we failed the next morning, in order to exe- 


cute what we defigned. We were two fhips and 


three barks in company, viz. captain Davis, cap- 
tain Swan, a frethip, and two {mall barks, as ten- 


ders; one on captain Davis’s fhip, the other on 


captain Swan’s. We weighed before day, and got 
out all but. captain Swan’s’ tender, which never 
budged; for the men were al] afleep when we went 
‘out, “and the tide of flood” coming on before they 
‘waked, we were forced’ to flay Tor. them: till the 
next day. 

The eighth day 3 in ae morning we e lactated a Phil 
to the west of us, the wind was at fouth, and we 
chafed her, and before noon took*her. She was a 
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fhip. of about ninety tons, laden with flower from 
Truxillo, bound to Panama. This fhip came ve- 
ry opportunely to us, for flower began to grow 
fcarce, and captain Davis’s men grudged what was 


given to captain Swan, who had none but what he 
had from captain Davis. ciety | 
We jogged on after this with a gentle gale to- 
wards Gorgonia, an ifland lying about twenty-five 
leagues from the ifland Gallo. ‘The ninth day we 
anchored at Gorgonia, on the weft fide of the if- 
-  Jand, in thirty-eight fathom, clean ground, not 
- two cables length from the fhore. Gorgonia is an 
| uninhabited ifland, in latitude about three degrees 
north: It is a pretty high ifland, and very remark- 
able, by reafon of two faddles, or rifings and fal- 
lings on the top. It is about two leagues long, and 
a league broad, and four leagues from the main : 
At the weft end is another fmall ifland. The land 
| againft the anchoring place is low, there is a fmall 
| fandy bay and good landing. The foil or mould 
of'it is black and deep in the low ground, but on 
the fide of the high land it is a kind of red clay. 
This ifland is very well cloathed with large trees of 
feveral forts, that are flourifhing and green all the 
year. It is very well watered with imall brooks 
that iffue from the high Jand. Here are a great 
many lictle black monkeys, fome Indian conies, 
and a few fnakes, which are all the land animals 
that I know there. It is reported of this ifland that | 
it rains on every day in the year more or lets ; but 
that I can difprove: however it is a very wet coaft,” 
and rains abundantly here all the year long: There 
are but few fair days, for there is little difference in’ 
feafons of the year between the wet and dry: only 
in that feafon which fhould be the dry time, the | 
rains are lefs frequent and more moderate than in t i. 
the wet feafon, for then it pours as out of a fieve.: | 
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It is deep water, and no anchoring any where about 
this ifland, only at that weft fide: The tide rifeth 
and falleth feven or eight feet up and down. Here 
are a great many perewinkles and mutcles to be had 
at low water. Then the monkeys come down to, 
the fea fide and catch them, digging them out of 
their fhells with their claws. ae ; 

_ Here are pearl-oyfters in great plenty: They 
grow to the loofe rocks, in four, five, or fix fa- 
thom water by beards, or little fmall roots, as a 
mufcle: Thefe oyfters are commonly flatter and 
thiner than other oyfters ; otherwife much alike in 
fhape. The fith is not fweet nor very wholfome, 
it is as flimy as. a fhell-fnail; they tafte very cop- 
perith, if eaten raw, and are beft boiled. The In- 
dians who gather them for the Spaniards, hang the 
meat of them on ftrings like jews-ears, and dry 
them before they eat them. ‘The pearl is found 
at the head of the oyfter, lying between the 
meat and the fhell. Some will have twenty or thir- 
ty fmall feed pearls, fome none at all, and: fome 
will have one or two pretty large ones. The in- 
fide of the fhell is more glorious than the pearl it- 
felf. I never faw any in the fouth feas but here. _ 
It is reported there are fome at the fouth end of 
Callifornia. In the Weft Indies, the Rancho Reys, 
or Rancheria, is the place where they are found, 
moft plentifully. It is faid there are fome at the 
ifland Margarita, near St. Auguftin, a town in the 
gulf of Florida, &c.. In the Eaft Indies, the ifland 
Ainam, near the fouth end of China, is faid to have. 
plenty of thefe oyfters more produdtive of large 
round pearl than thofe in other places. They are 
found alfo in other parts of the Eaft Indies, or the 
Perfian coaft. | 


_ At this ifland Gorgona, we rumaged our prize, 
and found a few boxes of marmalade, and ai or 
4 our 
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four jars of brandy, which were equally fhared be- 
tween captain Davis, captain Swan, and their men. 
Here we filled all our water, and captain Swan 
fornithed himfelf with flower; alterwards we turn- 
ed afhore a great many prifoners, but kept the chief 
to put them afhore in a better place. ae 

The thirteenth day we failed from hence towards 
the King’s iflands. We were now fix fail, two men 
of war, two tenders, a firefhip, and the prize. We 

had but little wind, but what we had was the com- 
mon trade at fouth. The land we failed by on the 
main is very low towards the fea fide, but in the 
country there are very high mountains. 

The fixteenth day we pafied by cape Corrientes. 
This cape is in lat. 5d. 10.m. high bluff Jand, 
with three or four {mall hillocks on the top. It ap- 
pears at a diftance like an ifland. Here we found 
a {trong current running to the north, but whether 

| it be always fo I know not. The day after we paf- 
| fed by the cape, we faw a fmall white ifland which 
we chafed, fuppofing it had been a fail, till coming 
near we found our error. 
The 21f day we faw point Garachina, in lat. 
» d. 20 m. north, pretty hich land, rocky, and 
deftitute of trees ; yet within land it is woody. It 
is fenced with rocks againft the fea. Within the 
point, by the fea, at low water, you may find {tore 
of oyfters and mufcles. p | 
The King’s iflands, ‘or Pearl-keys, are about 
twelve leagues diftant from this point. Between 
point Garachina and them, there is a low flat bar- 
ren ifland called Gallera, at which captain Harris 
was fharing with his men the gold he took in his 
pillaging Sancta Maria, which | fpoke of a little be- a 
fore, when on a fudden five Spanifh barks, fitted . 
ut on purpofe at Panama, came upon him; but nl] 
he fought them fo ftoutly with one fmall bark he || 
‘ , U 2 eagle 
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had, and fome few canoes, boarding their admiral 
particularly, that they were all glad to leave him. 
By this ifland we anchored, and fent our boats to 
the Kings Iflands for a good careening place. 

The Kings iflands are a great_ many low woody 
‘iflands, lying N. W. by N. and S. E. by S. They 
are.about feven leagues from the main, and four- 
teen leagues in length, and from Panama about 
twelve leagues. Why, they are called the Kings 
Iflands I know not ; they are fometimes, and moft- | 
ly i in maps, called the Pearl Iflands. I cannot ima- 
cine wherefore they are called fo, for I never faw one 
pearl oyfter about them, nor any pearl oyfter hells ; 
but on the other oyfters I have made many a meal 
there. | The northermoft ifland of all this range is 
called Pacheca, or Pacheque. This is buta {mall 
ifland, -diftant from from Panama eleven or twelve 
leagues. The fouthermoft of them is called St. 
Paul’s.  Befides thefe two I know no more that are 
called by any particular name, though there are 
many that far exceed either of the two in bignefs. 
Some of thefe iflands are planted with plantains and 
bonanas; and there are fields of rice on others of 
them. » The gentlemen of Panama, to whom they 
Belong, keep 1 negroes there to plant, weed, and huf- 
band, the plantations. Many of them, efpecially 
the largeft, are wholly untilled, yet very good fat 
Jand, full of large trees. Thefe unplanted iflands- 
thelter many runaway negroes, who abicond in the 
woods all day, and-in the night boldly pillage the 
plantain walks. Betwixt thefe. iflands and the main 
isa channel of feven or eight leagues wide ; there 
is ‘deep water, and good anchoring all the way... The 
aflands border thick on each other, yet they make 
umany {mall narrow deep channels, fit only for boats 
to’ pafs between moft of them... At the fouth eaft 
end, about a league from St. Paul’s ifland, there 
mB | be : , 18 
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is a good place for fhips to careen, oF hale afhore. 
It is furrounded with the land, and hath a good, 
deep channel on the north fide to goin at. The 
tide rifeth here about ten feet. perpendicular. | “ 

We brought our fhips into this place the 25th 
day, but were forced to tarry for a {pring tide be-. 
fore we could have water enough to clean them 5 
therefore we firft clean’d our barks, that they might 
eruize before Panama, while we lay here. ‘Lhe 
27th day our barks being clean, we fent them out 
with twenty men in each. The fourth day after 
they returned with a prize laden with maize, or In- 
dian corn, falt beef, and fowls. She came from 
Lavelia, and was bound to Panama. Lavelia 1s a 
town we once defigned to attempt. It is pretty 
large, and ftands on the bank of a river on the 
north fide of the bay of Panama, fix or feven 
leagues from the fea. — | 

Nata is another fuch town, ftanding in a plain 
near another branch of the fame river. In thefe 
towns, and fome others on the fame coaft, they 
breed hogs, fowls, bulls, and cows, and plant 
maize purpofely for the fupport of Panama, which 
‘is fupplied with provifion moftly from other towns 
and the neighbouring iflands. 

The beet and fowl our men took came to us in a 
good time, for we had eaten but little flefh fince we 
left the ifland Plata. The harbour where we ¢a- 
reen’d was encompafied by three iflands, and our 
fhips rode in the middle. That on which we haled 
our fhips afhore was a little iffand on the north fide 
of the harbour. There was a fine {mall fandy, bays 
but all the reft of the ifland was environed with 
rocks, on which at low water we gathered oyfters, 
clams, mufcles, and limpits. The clam is a fort 
of oyfter which grows fo faftto the rock, that there 
is no feparating it from thence, therefore we ope 
Ko US ue ae jones 
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it where it grows, and take out the meat, which is 
very large, tat, and fweet. Here are a few com- 
mon oyiters, fuch as we have in England, of which 
fort | have met with none in taele LR but here, at, 
point Garachina, Puna, and on the Mexican coaft, 
in the lat. of 23 deg. north. I have a manufcript 
of Mr. Teat, captain aol, s chief mate, which gives 
an account of oyfters plentifully found in port St. 
Julian, on the eaft fide, and fomewhat to the north 
of the ftreights of Magellan; but there is no men- 
tion made of what oytiers they are. Here are fome 
guanocs, but we found no other fort of land ani- 
mal. Here are alfo fome pigeons and turtle-doves. 
The reft of the iflands that encompafs this harbour - 
had of all thefe forts of creatures. Our men there- 
fore went every day over in canoes to them to fith, 
fowl, or hunt for guanoes: but having. one man 
{urprized by fome Spaniards there in ambuth, and 
carried off by them to Panama, we were after that 
more cautious of ftrage gling. 

The 14th day of February, 168 Sn, we made at 
énd of cleaning our fhip, fill’d all our water, and 
ftocked ourfelves with firewood. Phe r5th day we 
went out from among the iflands, and anchored in 
the channel between hers and the main, in twenty- 
five fathom: water, faft oozy ground. ‘The plate 
fleet was not yet arrived; therefore we intended to 
-_cruize before the city of Panama, which is from this 
pee about twenty five leagues. The next day we 
failed towards Panama, pafling in the channel be- 
tween the Kings Iflands and the main. It is very 
pleafant failing here, having the main on one fide, 
which appears in divers forms, beautified with. ma 
ny {mall hills covered with woods of divers forts of 
trees, which are always green and flourifhing. There 
-are fome iew {mall high iflands within a, league af 
the main, icattering here and there: thefe are partly 
woody 
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woody, partly bare, and they, as well as the main, 
appear very pleafant. The Kings iflands are on 
the other fide of this channel, and make alfo a very 
lovely profpeét as you fail by them. Thefe, as I 
have already noted, are low and flat, appearing in 
feveral fhapes, according as they are naturally form- 
ed by many fmall creeks and branches of the fea. 
The 16th day we anchored at Pacheque in feventeen 
fathom water, about a league from the ifland, and 
failed from thence the next day with the wind at 
N.N. E. directing our courfe towards Panama. 
When we came abreaft Old Panama, we anchor- 
ed, and fent our canoe afhore with our prifoner Don 
Diego de Pinas, with a letter to the governor, to 


treat about an exchange for our man they had car- 


tied away, as L faid ; and another of captain Harris’s, 
left in the river of St. Maria the year before, com- 
ing over land. Don Diego was defirous to go on 
this érrand in the name, and with the confent of the 
reft of the Spanifh prifoners ; but by fome accident 
he was killed before he got afhore, as we heard af- 
terwards. 

Old Panama was formerly a famous place, but 
was taken by Sir Henry Morgan, about the year 


1673, and at that time great part of it was burned to 


afhes, and was never re-edified fince. 
New Panama is a very fair city, ftanding clofe 
by the fea, about four miles from the ruins of the 
old town. It gives name to a large bay which is 
famous for a great many navigable rivers, forme 
whereof are very rich in gold; it 1s alfo very plea- 
fantly fprinkled with iflands, that are not only profit- 
able to their owners, but very delightful to the paf- 
fengers and feamen that fail by them ; fome of 
which I have already defcribed. It is incompaffed 
on the backfide with a pleafant country, which is 


- fall of {mall hills and valleys, beautified with ma- 
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ny groves and {pots of trees, that appear in the Sa- 
vannahs like fo many little iands. This city is all 
compafled with a high ftone wall; the houfes are 
faid to be of brick. ‘Their roofs appear higher than 
the top of the city: wall. It is beautified with a 
great many fair churches and religious houfes, be- 
fides the prefident’s houfe, and other eminent build- 
ings; which all together make one of the fineft ob- 
jects that I ever faw, in America efpecially. There 
are a great many guns on her walls, moft of which 
Jook towards the land. They had none at all a- 


gaint the fea, when I firft entered thete feas with — 


captain Sawkins, captain Coxon, captain Sharp, 
and others; for till then they did not fear any ene- 
my by fea; but fince then they have planted guns 


clear round. This is a flourifhing city, by reafon — 


it is a thoroughfare for all imported or exported 
goods and treafure, to and from all parts of Peru 
and Chili; whereof their ftore-houfes are never 
empty. The road alfo is feldom or never without 
dhips. Befides, once in three years, when the Spa- 
nifh armada comes to Portobello, then the plate 
fleet alfo from Lima comes hither with the king’s 
‘treafure, and abundance of merchants fhips full of 
goods and plate; at that time the city is full of 
- merchants and. gentlemen ; the feamen are bufy in 
landing the treafure and goods, and the carriers, or 
Caravan matters, employed in carrying it over land 
“on mules (in vaft droves every day) to Portobello, 
and bringing back European goods from thence : 
'. Though the city be then fo full, yet during this 
heat of bufinefs, there is no hiring of an ordinary 
flave under a piece of eight a day; alfo houfes, 
chambers, beds, and victuals, are then extraordi- 

Many dean. Sp ns Garb agoah alleys a lave 
Now I am on this fubject, I think it will not be 
_amifs to give the reader an account of the progrels 
j Oi 
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of the armada from Old Spain, which comes thus 
every three years into the Indies. Ics firft arrival is 
at Carthagena, from whence, as I have been told, 
an exprefs is immediately fent over land to Lima, 
through the fouthern continent, and another by fea 
to Portobello, with two packets of letters, one for 
the viceroy of Lima, the other for the viceroy of 
Mexico. I know not which way that of Mexico 
eoes after its arrival at Portobello, whether by land 
or fea; but I believe by fea to La Vera Cruz. 
That for Lima is fent by land to Panama, and from 
thence by fea to Lima. | | 
Upon mention of thefe packets, I fhall digrefs 
yet a little further, and acquaint my reader, that 
_ ‘before my firft going over into the fouth feas with 
‘captain Sharp (and indeed before any privateers at 
| leaft fince Drake and Oxenham) had gone that way 
which we afterwards went, except La Sound, a 
French captain, who by captain Wright’s inftruc- 
tions had ventured as far as Cheapo town with a 
- body of men, but was driven back again, I being 
then on board captain Coxon, in company with 
three or four more privateers, about four leagues to 
the ealt of Portobello, we took the packets bound 
thither from Carthagena. We opened a great 
quantity of the merchants letters, and found the 
contents of many of them to be very furprifing, 
the merchants of feveral parts of Old Spain there- 
by informing their correfpondents of Panama, and 
| elfewhere, of a certain prophecy that went about 
Spain that year, the tenor of which was, that there 
would be Englifh privateers that year in the Weft 
Indies, who would make fuch great difcoveries, as ha) 
to open a door into the fouth feas, which they fup- Vi. 
| pofed was fafteft fhut; and the letters were accor- | 
: dingly full of cautions to their friends to be very 
watchful and careful of their coafts, 
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This door they fpoke of we all concluded mutt 


be the paflage over land through the country of the 


Indians of Darien, who were a little before this be- . 


come our friends, and had lately fallen out with 
the Spaniards, breaking off the intercourfe which 
for fome time they had with them; and upon cal- 
ling alfo to mind the frequent invitations we had 
from thofe Indians a little before this time, to pais 
through their country, and fall upon the Spaniards 
in the fouth fcas, we from henceforward began to 


entertain fuch thoughts in earneft, and foon came | 


to a refolution to make thofe attempts which we 
afterwards did, with captains Sharp, Coxon, &c. 


So that the taking thefe letters gave the firft life to 
thofe bold undertakings; and we took the advan- | © 
" ‘ N . 7 ° a Wetec sia Biagate ts 
tage of the fears the Spaniards were in from that — 
prophecy, or probable conjecture, or whatever it 


were; for we fealed up moft of the letters again, 
and fent them afhore to Portobello. | 
The occafion of this our late friendfhip with 


thofe Indians was thus. About fifteen years before — 


this time, captain Wright being cruifing near that 
coaft, and going in among the Samballas ifles to 
ftrike fifh and turtle, took there a young Indian lad 
as he was paddling about in a canoe, He brought 
him on board his thip, and gave him the name of 
John Gret, cloathing him, and intending to breed 
him among the Enelith. But his Mofkito ftrikers, 
taking a fancy to the boy, begged him of captain 
Wright, and took him with them at their return 
into their own country, where they taught him 
their art, and he married a wife among them, and 
learned their language, as he had done fome broken 
Englifh while he was with captain Wright, which 
he improved among the Mofkitoes, who correfpon- 
ding fo much with us, do all of them fmatter En- 
glifh after a fort, but his own language he had a 

’ moft 
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rnoft forgot. Thus he lived among them for many 
years,till about fix or eight months before our taking 
thefe letters, captain Wright being again among 
the Samballas, took thence another Indian boy about 
ten of twelve years oid, the fon of a man of fome 
account among, thofé Indians, and wanting a ftriker, 
he went away to the Mofkito’s country, where he: 
took John Gret, who was now very expert at it. 
John Gret was much pleafed to fee a lad there of 
his own country, and it came into his mind to per- 
“fuade captain Wright upon this occafion to culti- 
vate a friendfhip with thofe Indians; a thing our 
privateers had long coveted, but never durft at- 
tempt, having fuch dreadful apprehenfions of their 
numbers and fiercenefs: But John Gret offered the 
captain that he would go afhore and negotiate the 
matter; who accordingly fent him in his canoe ull 
he was near the fhore, which of a fudden was co- 
vered with Indians, ftanding ready with their bows 
and arrows. John Gret, who had only a clout a-. 
bout his middle, as the fafhion of the Indians is, 
leaped then out of the boat, and fwam, the boat 
retiring 4 little way back, and the Indians afhore 
feeing him in that habit, and hearing him call to 
them in their own tongue (which he had recovered 
by converfing with the boy lately taken) fuffered 
him quietly to land, and gathered all about to hear 
how it was with him. He told:them particularly, 
| that he was one of their countrymen, and how he 
| had been taken many years ago by the Englifh, 
who had ufed him very kindly; that they were 
miftaken in being fo much ‘afraid of that nation, 
| who were not enemies to them, but to the Spani- 
ards ; to confirm this, he told them how well the 
Englifh treated another young lad of theirs, they 
had lately taken, fuch a one’s fon; for this he had 
learned of the youth, and his father was one of the 


‘ company 
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company that was got together on the fhore. He 
perfuaded them therefore to make a league 
with thefe friendly people, by whofe help they 
might be able to quell the Spaniards, affuring alfo 
the father of the boy, that if he would but go with 
him to the fhip, which they faw at anchor at an 
ifland there (it was Golden ifland, the eaftermoft of 
the Samballas, a place where there is good ftriking 
for turtle) he fhould have his fon reftored to him, 
and they might all expect a very kind reception. 
Upon thefe affurances, twenty or thirty of them 
went off prefently, in two or three canoes laden 
with plantains, bonanoes, fowls, &c. and captain 
Wright having treated them on board, went athore 
with them, and was entertained by them, and pre- 
fents were made on each fide. Captain Wright gave 
the boy to his father in a very handfome Englifh 
drefs, which he had caufed to be made purpofely 
for him; and an agreement was immediately flruck 
up between the Englith and thefe Indians, who in- 
vited the Englifth through their country into. the 

fouth feas. | irae 
Purtuant to this agreement, the Englifh, when 
they came upon any fuch defign, or for trafic with 
them, were to give a certain fignal which they 
pitched upon, whereby they might be known. But. 
it happened that Mr. la Sound, the French captain 
{poken ofa little before, being then one of captain — 
~Wright’s men, lean’d this fiznal, and ftaying afhore 
at Petit Guaves, upon captain Wright’s going thi-. 
ther foon after, who had his commiffion from 
thence, he gave the other French there fuch an ac- 
count of the agreement before-mentioned, and the 
eafinels of entering the fouth feas thereupon, that 
he got at the head of about one hundred and twen- 
ty of them, who made the unfucceisful attempt up- 
on Cheapo, as I faid, making ufe of the final 
| they 
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they had learned for pafling the Indian country, who 
at that time could not diftinguifh fo well between 
the feveral nations of the Europeans, as they can 
fince. 

From fuch fmall beginnings arofe thofe great com: 
motions that have been fince made over the fouth- 
feas, viz. from the letters we took, and from the 
friendfhip contracted with thefe Indians by the 
means of John Gret: yet-this friendfhip had like 
to have been ftifled in its infancy ; for within few 
months after an Enelifh trading floop came on this 
coalt from Jamaica ; ; and John Gret, who by this 
time had advanced himfelf to be a crandee among 
thefe Indians, together with five or fix more of 
that quality, went off to the floop in their long 
gowns, as the cuftom is for fuch to wear among 
them. Being received.on board. they expected £0 
find every thing friendiy, and John Gret talked to 
them in Englifh; but thefe Englith men, having 
no knowledge at all of what had happened, endea- 
voured to make them flaves (as is commonly done) 
for upon carrying them to Jamaica they could have 
fold them for ten of twelve pounds apiece. But 
John Gret, and the reft, perceiving this, leaped 
all over board, and were by the others killed every 
one of them in the water. The Indians on fhore 
never came to the knowledge of it; if they had, it 
would have endangered our. correfpondence. Se- 
veral times after, upon our converfing with them, 
they enquired of us what was become of their 
countrymen ; but we told them we knew not, as. 
indeed it was a great while after that we heard this — 
ftory ; fo they concluded the Spanirads had met 
with them, and killed, or taken them. 

But to return to the account of the progrefs of 
the armada which we left at Carthagena : after an 
appointed ftay there of about fixty days, as I take 

. it, 
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it, it goes thence to Portobello, where it lies thirty 
days, and no longer. Therefore the viceroy of 
Lima on notice of the armada’s arrival at Cartha- 
gena, immediately fends away the King’s trealure 
to Panama, where it is landed, and lies ready to be 
fent to Portobello, upon the firft news of the ar- 
mada’s arrival there. ‘This is the reafon partly of 
their fending expreffes fo early to Lima, that upon 
the armada’s firft coming to Portobello, the treaiure 
and goods may lie ready at Panama, to be fent 
away upon the mules; and it requires fome time 
for the Lima fleet to unlade, becaufe the fhips ride 
not at Panama, but at Perica, which are three {mall 
iflands two leagues from thence. The king’s trea- 
fure is faid to amount commonly to about 24000000 

ieces of eight, befides abundance of merchants 
money. ' All this treafure is carried on mules, and 
there are large ftables at both places to lodge them. 
Sometimes the merchants to fave the cuftom pack up 
money among goods, and fend it to Venta de Cruz 
on the river Chagre; from thence down the river 
and afterwards by fea to Portobello, in which paf- 
fave I have known a whole fleet of periago’s and 
canoes taken. The merchants who are not ready 
to fail by the thirtieth day after the armada’s arrival 
are in danger to be lett behind, for the fhips all 
weigh the thirtieth day precifely, and go to the har- 
bours mouth; yet fometimes, on great importuni- 
ty, the admiral may ftay a week longer ; for it is 


impoffible that all the merchants fhould get ready, | 


for want of men. When the armada departs from 
Portobello, it returns again to Carthagena, by 
which time all the King’s revenue which comes out 
of the country is got ready there. Here alfo meets 
them a great fhip called the Pattache, one of the 


Spanifh galeons, which before their firft arrival at _ 


Carthagena goes from the reft of the armada on 


purpole 


‘w 
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purpofe to gather the tribute of the coaft, touch- 
ing at the Magarita’s, and other places in her way 
thence to Carthagena, as Punta de Guaira Maracay- 
bo, Rio de la Hacha, and Sanéta Martha ; and at 
all thefe places takes in treafure for the king. After 
the fet {tay at Carshagena, the armada goes away 
to Havanna, in the ifle of Cuba, to meet there the 
flota, which is a {mall number of fhips that go to 
ja Vera Cruz, and there take in the effects of the 
_city and country of Mexico, and what is brought 
thither in the fhip which comes thither every year 
from the Philipine iflands; and having joined at 
Havanna, the whole armada {ets fail for Spain thro’ 
the gulf of Florida. The fhips in the fouth fea lie 
a great deal longer at Panama before they return to 
Lima. The merchants and gentlemen which come 
from Lima, ftay as little time as they can at Por- 
tobello, which is at the beft a fickly place, and at 
this time very full of men from all parts. But Pa- 
nama, as it is not overcharged with men fo unrea- 
fonably as the other, tho’ very full, fo it en- 
joys a good air, lying open to the fea wind, which 


_. vifes commonly about ten or eleven o’clock in the 


morning, and continues till eight or nine o’clock 
at night; then the land wind comes, and blows till 
eight or nine in the morning. > 
There are no woods nor marfhes near Panama, 
but a fine dry champaign land, not fubject to fogs 
nor mifts. The wet feafon begins in the latter end 
of May, and continues till November. At that 


time the fea breezes are at S. S. W. and the land 


winds at N. At the dry feafon the winds are moft 
betwixt the E. N. E. and the N3; yet off in the 
bay they are commonly at S. but of this I fhall be 
more particular in my chapter of winds in the ap- 
pendix. The rains are not fo exceffive about Pa- 


mama itfelf, as on either fide of the bay, yet in the 
| : months 
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months of June, July and Auguft, they are fevere 
enough. ‘Gentlemen that come from Peru to Pa- 
nama, efpecially in thefe months, cut their hair 
clofe to preferve them from fevers ; for the place is 


fickly to them who come out of a country which 


never hath any rains or fogs, but enjoys a conftant 
ferenity ; but I am aprto believe this city is healthly 


enough to any other people. Thus much for Pa- 


nama. | Oar Na © det « | 
~The: 20th day we went and anchored within a 


league of the iflands Perica, which are only three 
little barren rockey iflands, in expectation of the 


prefident of Panama’s anfwer to the letter, I faid, 


we tent him by don Diego, treating about exchange 


of prifoners’s ‘this being the day on which ‘he had 


given us his parole to return with an anfwer. The 
—2ft day we ‘took ‘another bark laden with hogs, — 
fowl, falt beef and moloffes, from Lavelia and was 


going to Panama. In the afternoon we fent ano- 
ther letter afhore by a young Maftifo (a mixt brood 
of Indians and Europeans) directed to the prefident, 


and three or'four copies of it to be difperfed abroad . 
among the common people. This letter, which 
was full of threats, together with the young man’s 
managing the bufinefs, wrought fo powerfully a-— 


mong the common people, that the city was in an 
up roar. The prefident immediately fent a gentle- 


ranfom of our-two men; but our captains told him 
they would exchange man for man. ‘The gentle- 


man faid he had not orders for that, but if he would 
ftay till the next day he would bring the governor’s — 
aniwer.. The next day he brought on board our 
two men, and had about forty prifoners in ex- 


change, 


{ 
‘ e 
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_man.on board, who demanded the flour- prize that 
we took off Gallo, and all the prifoners, for the 


a 
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' The 24th day we run over to the ifland Tabago 
in the bay, about fix leagues fouth of Panama. It 
is about three miles long, and two broad, a high 
mountainous ifland. On the north fide it declines 
with a gentle defcent to the fea, The land by the 
fea is of a black mould and deep; but towards the 
top of the mountain it is ftrong and dry. The 
north fide of this ifland makes a very pleafant thew: 
it feems to be a garden of fruit incloied with many 
high trees. The chief fruits are plantains and bo- 
nanas. They thrive very well from the foot to the 
middle of it; but thofe near the top are but {mall, 
as wanting moifture. Clofe by the fea there are 
many cocoa nut trees which make a very pleafant 
fight. Within the cocoa nut trees there grow many 
mammet trees. The mammet is a large, tali, and - 
{traight-bodied tree, clean, without knots or limbs 
for fixty or feventy feet, or more. The head {preads 
abroad into many fmall limbs, which grow pretty 
thick and clofe together. ‘The bark is of a dark 
grey colour, thick and rough, full of large chops. 
The fruit is bigger than quince, it is round, and 
covered with a thick rind, of a grey colour: When 
the fruit is ripe the rind is yellow and tough; and 
it will then peel off like leather; but before it is 
ripe it is brittle ; the juice is then white and clam- 
my, but when ripe not fo. The ripe fruit under 
the rind is yellow as a carrot ; and in the middle 
are two rough ftones, flat, and each of them much 
bigger than an almond. The fruit fmells as well, 
and the tafte is anfwerable to the fmell. The S. W. 
end of the ifland hath never been cleared, but is 
full of firewood, and trees of divers forts. There 
is a very fine fmall brook of freth water, that fprings 
out of the fide of the mountain, and gliding thro’ 
the grove of fruit-trees, falls into bis fea on the north 

‘No. 1 LT, xX ~ fide. 
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fide. There was a fmall town ftanding by the fea, 
with a church at one end, but now the greateft part 
of it is deftroyed by the privateers. There 1s cood 
anchoring right againft the town, about a mile from 
the fhore, where you may have fixteen or eighteen 
fathom water, foft oozy ground, There is a {mall © 
, ifland clofe by the north weft end of this called Ta- 
bogilla, with a fmall channel to pafs between, 
There is another woody ifland about a mile on the 
north eaft fide of Tabago, and a eood channel be- 
eween them: this ifland hath no name that ever I 
heard, 

While we lay at Tabago we had like to have had 
a {curvy trick played us by a pretended merchant 
from Panama, who came, as by ftealth, to traffick 
with us privately; a thing common enough with | 
the Spanifh merchants, both in the north and fouth 
feas, notwithftanding the fevere prohibitions of the 
governors, who yet fometimes connive at it, and 
will even trade with the privateers themfelves. Our 
merchant was by agreement to bring out his bark 
laden with goods in the night, and we to go and 
anchor at the fouth of Perica. Out he came, with 
a firefhip inftead of a bark, and approached very _ 
near, hailing us with the watch-word we had agreed ~ 
“upon. We fufpecting the wortt, called to them 
to come to an anchor, and upon their not doing fo 
fired at them; when immedately their men. going 
out into the canoes, fet fire to their fhip, which 
‘blew up, and burnt clofe by us, fo that we were 
forced to cut our cables in all hafte, and fcamper 
away as well as we could. a hh 

The Spaniards was not altogether fo politick in 


appointing to meet us at Perica, for there we had’. 4 


fea-room; whereas, had he come thus upon us at 

Tabago, the land-wind bearing upon us as it did, 

we muft either haye been burned by the firethip, of 
& upon 
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upon lofing our cables have been driven afhore: 
But I fuppofe they chufe Perica, rather for the 
fcene of their enterprize, partly becaufe they might 
there beft fculk among the iflands, and partly be- 
caufe if their exploit failed, they could thence efcape 
beft from our canoes to Panama, but two leagues 
off. | | 

During this exploit, captain Swan (whofe fhip 
was lefs than ours, and not fo much aimed at by 
the Spaniards) lay about a mile off, with a canoe 
at the buoy of his anchor, as fearing fome treachery 
from our pretended merchant, and a little before the 
bark blew up, he faw a fmall float on the water, 
and as it appeared, a man on it, making towards 
his fhip; but the man dived, and difappeared of a 
sin as thinking probably that he was difcover- 
ed. | 

This was fuppofed to be one coming with fome 
combuftible matter to have ftuck about the rudder. 
For fuch a trick captain Sharp was ferved at Co- 
quimbo, and his fhip had like to haye been burn- 
ed by it, if by mere accident it had not been dil- 
covered: I was then on board captain Sharp’s fhip. 
Captain Swan feeing the blaze by us, cut his cables 


as we did, fo we kept under fail all the night, be- 
ing more feared than hurt, The bark that was on 


fire drove burning towards Tabago ; but after the 
firft blaft, fhe did not burn clear, only made 8 
fmother, for fhe was not well made, though cap- 


‘tain Bond had the framing and management of if, 


This captain Bond was he of whom I made mens 
tion in my éleventh chapter. He, after being at 
the ifles of cape Verd, ftood away for the fonth feas, 
at the inftigation of one Richard Morton, who had 
been with captain Sharp in the fouth feas, In his 
way he met with captain Eaton, and they two con- 
forted a day or two, at laft Morton went on board 
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ef captain Eaton, and perfuaded him to lofe cap- 
tain Bond in the night, which captain Eaton did, 
Morton continuing on board of captain Eaton, as 
finding his the better fhip. Captain Bond thus lo- 
fing both his confort Eaton, and Morton ‘his pilot, 
and his fhip being but an ordinary failer, he de- 
fpaired of getting into the fouth feas, and had 
played fuch tricks among the Caribbee ifles, as I 
have been told, that he did not dare to appear at 
any of the Englifh iflands. Therefore he perfuad- 
ed his men to go the Spaniards, and they confent-— 
ed to do any thing that he fhould propofe; fo he 
prefently fteered away into the Weft: Indies, and 
the firft place where he came to an anchor, was 
Portobello. He prefently declared to the governor, 
that there were Englith fhips coming into the fouth 
feas, and that if they queftioned it, he offered to 
be kept a prifoner till time fhould difcover the truth 
of what he faid; but they believed him, and fent 
him away to Panama, where he was in great efteem. 
This feveral prifoners told us. . che 
The Spaniards of Panama could not have fitted 
out their firethip without this captain Bond’s affift- 
ance ; for it is dtrange to fay, how grofsly ignorant 
the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, but efpecially in- 
the fouth feas, are of fea-affairs. They build in- 
deed good fhips, but this is a fmall matter ; for any 
fhip of a good bottom will ferve for thefe feas on 
the fouth coaft. They rig their thips but untoward- 
ly, have no guns, but in three or four of the king’s 
fhips, and are meanly furnifhed with warlike provi- 
‘Gons, and much at a lofs for making any firefhips, 
or other Jefs ufual machines. Nay they have not 
‘the fenfe to have their guns run within the fides 
upon their difcharge, but have platforms without 
for the men to charge them ; fo that when we come 
‘near we can fetch them down with fmall fhot out of 
} ik our 
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our boats. A main reafon of this is, that the na- 
tive Spaniards are too proud to be feamen, but ule 
the Indians for all thofe offices: one Spaniard, it 
may be, going in the fhip to command it, and 
himfelf of little more knowledge than thofe poor 
ignorant creatures, nor can they gain much experi- 
ence, feldom going far off to fea, but coafting along 
the fhores. { 

But to proceed: In the morning when it was 
light, we came again to an anchor clofe by our 
buoys, and ftrove to get our anchors again; but 
our buoy-ropes being rotten, broke. While we 
were puzzling about our anchors, we faw a great 
many canoes full of men, pafs between Tabago 
and the other ifland. ‘This put us into 4 new con- 
fternation: we lay ftill fome time, till we faw that 
they came directly towards us, then we weighed 
and ftood towards them, and when we came with- 
in hail, we found that they were Englifh and French 
privateers come out of the north feas through the 
ifthmus of Darien. They were 280 men, in twenty- 
eight canoes; 200 ef them French, the reft Eng- 
lifh, They were commanded by captain Gronet, 
and captain Lequie, We prefently came to an an- 
chor again, and all the canoes came on board. 
Thefe men told us, that there were one hundred 
and eighty Englifh men more, under the command 
of captain Townley, in the country of Darien, 
making canoes (as thefe men had been) to bring 
them into thefe feas. All the Englifhmen that 
came over in this party, were immediately enter- 
tained by captain Davis and captain Swan in their 
own fhips; and the Frenchmen were ordered to 
have our flour prize to carry them, and captain 
Gronet being the eldeft commander, was to com- 
mand them there; and thus they were all difpofed 
of to their hearts content. Captain Gronet, to 
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retaliate this kindnefs, offered captain Davis and 
captain Swan, each of them a new commiffion. 
from the governor of Petit Guaves. It has been 
ufual for many years paft, for the governor of Petit 
Guaves to fend blank commiffions to fea by many 
of his captains, with orders to difpofe of them to 
whom they faw convenient. Thofe of Petit Guaves 
by this means making themfelves the fanctuary and 
afylum of all people of defperate fortunes 5 and in- 
creafing their own wealth, and the ftrength and re- 
putation of their party thereby. Captain Davis ac- 
cepted of one, having before only an old commil- 
fion, which fell to him by inheritance at the de- 
ceafe of captain Cook, who took it from captain 
Triftian, together with his bark, as is before men- 
tioned. But captain Swan refufed it, faying he 
had an order from the Duke of York, neither to 
give offence to the Spaniards, nor to receive any 
affront from them; and that he had been injured 
by them at Baldivia, where they had killed fome of 
his men; and wounded feveral more, fo that he 
thought he had a lawful commiffion of his own to 
right himfelf. I never read any of thefe French 
commiffions while I was in thefe feas, nor did I 
then know the import of them, but I have learned 
fince, that the tenor of them is, to give a liberty 
to fith, towl, and hunt. The occafion of this is, 
that the ifland Hifpaniola, where the garrifon of 
Petit Guaves is, belongs partly to the French, and 
partly to the Spaniards 5 and in time of peace thefe 
commiffions are given as a warrant to thofe of each 
fide to protect them-trom the adverfe party ; but 
in effect the French do not reftrain them to Hifpa- 
niola, but make them a pretence for a general ra- 

vage in any part of America, by fea or land. 
Having thus difpofed of our affociates, we in- 
tended to fail towards the gulf of St. Michael, 5, 
. feel. 
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feek captain Townly ; who by this time we thought 
might be entering into thefe feas. Accordingly the 
fecond day of March, 1685, we failed from hence 
towards the gulf of St. Michael. This oulf lies 
near thirty leagues from Panama, towards the fouth 
eaft. The way thither from Panama is, to pals 
between the King’s iflands and the main. It is 
a place where many great rivers having finifhed 
their courfes, are {wallowed up in the fea. Itis 
bounded on the fouth, with point Garachina, which 
lieth in north lat. 6 d. 40 m. and on the north fide 
with cape St. Lorenzo. Where, by the way, I 
muft correct a grofs error in our common maps, 
which giving no name at all to the fouth cape, 
which yet is the moft confiderable, and is the true 
point Garachina; do give that name to the north 
cape, which is of fmall remark, only for thofe whofe 
bufinefs is into the gulf, and the name of St. Lo- 
renzo, which is the true name of this northern 
point, is by them wholly omitted , the name of the 
other point being fubftituted into its place. The 
chief rivers which run into this gulf of St. Michael, 
are Santa Maria, Sambo, and Congos. The ri- 
ver Congos (which is the river I would have per- 
fuaded our men to have gone up, as their neareft 
way in our journey over land, mentioned chap. 8.) 
comes direétly out of the country, and receives 
many finalltreams that fall into it from both fides, 
and at laft lofes itfelf on the north fide of the gulf, 
a league within cape St. Lorenzo. It is not very 
wide, but deep, and navigable fome leagues with- 
in land. ‘There are fands without it; but a chan- 
nel for fhips. ’Tis not made ufe of by the Spant- 
ards, becaufe of the neighbourhood of Santa Maria 
river, where they have moft bufinefs on account of 
the mines. 
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The river of Sambo feems to be a great river, 
for there is a great tide at its mouth; but I can fay 
nothing more of | it, having never been init. ‘This 
river falls into the fea on the fouth fide of the gulf, 
near point Garachina. Beyond the mouth of thefe 
two rivers on either fide, the gulf runs in towards 
the land fomewhat narrower, anal make five or fix 
{mall iflands, which are covered with great trees, 
&reen and flourifhing all the year, and good chan- 
fhels between the iflands. Beyond which further in 
ftill, the fhore on each fide clofes fo near, with two 
points of low mangrove land, as to make a narrow 
or ftraight, farce half a mile wide. This ferves as 
a mouth or entrance to the inner part of the gulf, 
which is a deep bay two or three leagues over every 
way, and about the eaft end thereof are the mouths 
of feveral rivers, the chief of which is that of Santa 
Maria. There are many out lets or creeks befides 
this narrow place J have defcribed, but none navi- 
gable befide that. For this reafon, the Spanith 
guard fhip, mentioned in chap. 8 chofe to lie be- 
tween thefe two points, as the only paffage they 
could imagine we fhould attempt, fince this is the 
way that the privateers have generally taken, as the 
neareft between the north and fouth feas. - The ri- 
ver of Santa Maria is the largeft of all the rivers 
of this gulf: It is navigable eight or nine leagues 
up, tor fo high the tide flows. Beyond that place 
the river is divided into many branches, which are — 
only fit for canoes. The tide rifes and falls in this 
river about eighteen feet. | 
About fix leagues from the river’s mouth, on the 
fouth fide of it, the Spaniards about twenty years 
ago, upon their firft difcovery of the gold mines 
here, built the town Santa Maria,. of the ‘Eine name 
with the river. This town was taken by captain. 
Coxon, captain Harris, and captain Sharp, at their 
entrance 
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entrance into thefe feas, it being then but newly 
built. Since that time it is grown confiderable, for 
when captain Harris, the nephew of the former, 


took it, he found in it all forts of tradefmen, with | 


a great deal of flour, and wine, and abundance of 
iron crows and pickaxes. ‘Thefe were in{truments 
for the flaves to work in the gold mines, for befides 
what gold and fand they take up together, they of- 
ten find great lumps wede’d between the rocks, as 
if it naturally grew there. I have feen a lump as 
big as a hen’s ege, brought by captain Harris from 
thence, who took one hundred and twenty pounds 
thers, and he told me that there were lumps a great 
deal bigger; but thefe they were forced to beat in 
pieces that they might divide them. Thefe Jumps 
are not fo folid, but that they have crevifes and 
pores full of earth and duft. This town is not far 


_ from the mines, where the Spaniards keep a great 


many flaves to work in the dry time of the year: 
but in the rainy feafon when the rivers overflow, 
they cannot work fo well. Yet the mines are fo 
nigh the mountains, that as the rivers foon rife, fo 
they are foon down again ; and prefently after the 
rain is the beft fearching for gold in the fands ; for 
the violent rains wafh dows the gold into the rivers, 
where much of it fettles to the bottom and remains. 
Then the native Indians who live hereabouts get 
moft, and of them the Spaniards buy more gold 
than their flaves get by working. I have been ‘told 
that they get the value of five fhillings a day, one 
with another. The Spaniards withdrew moft of 


them with their flaves, during the wet feafon, to Pa- 


nama. At this town of St. “Maria, captain Town- 
ley was lying with his party, making canoes, when 
captain Gronet came into the feas, for it was then 
abandoned by the Spaniards. 


There 


\ 
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_ There is another {mall new town at the mouth of 
the river called Scuchadero: it ftands on the north 
fide of the open place, at the mouth of the river of 
St. Maria, where there is more air than at the mines, 
or at Santa Maria town, where they are in a man- 
ner ftifled with heat for want of ait. ae ee 

All about thefe rivers, efpecially neat the fea, the 
land is low; it is deep black earth, and the trees 
j¢ produceth are extraordinary large and high. Thus 
much concerning the gulf of St. Michael, whither 
we were bound. ‘ia nidie USeehgh 

The fecond day of March, as is faid before, we 
weighed from Perico, and the fame night we an- 
chored again at Pacheque. The third day we failed 
from thence, fteering towards the gulf. Captain 
Swan undertook to fetch off captain Townley and 
his men, therefore he kept near the main, but the 
feft of the fhips ftood nearer the King’s iflands : 
Captain Swan defired this office, becaufe he intend- 
ed to fend letters over-land by the Indians to Ja- 
taica, which he did, ordering the Indians to de- 
liver his letters to any Englifh veffel in the other 
feas, At two o’clock we were again near the place 
where we cleaned our fhips. There we faw two 
fhips coming out, who proved to be captain Town- 
ley and his men. They were coming out of the 
tiver in the night, and took two Barks bound for 
Panama: the one was laden with flour, the other 
with wine, brandy, fugar, and oil. The prifoners 
that he took, declared, that the Lima fleet was 
ready to fail. We went and anchored among the 
King’s iflands, and. the next day captain Swan re- 
turned out of the river of Santa Maria, being in- 
formed by the Indians, that captain Townley was 
come over to the King’s iflands. At this place 
captain Townley put out a great deal of his coods 
to make room for his men. 

, | wine 


He diftributed his — 


W 
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wine and brandy, fome to every fhip, that it might. 
be drunk out; becaufe he wanted the jars to carry 
water in. Lhe Spaniards in thefe feas carry all 
their wine, brandy, and oil in jars that hold feven 
or eight gallons When they load at Pifco (a place 
about forty leagues to the fouthward of Lima, and 
famous for wine) they bring nothing elfe but 
jars of wine, and they ftow one tier on the top of 
another fo artificially, that we could hardly do 
the like without breaking them: yet they often 
carry in this manner 1500 or 2000, or more ina 
fhip, and feldom break one. The tenth day we 
took a fmall bark that came from Guiaquil, fhe had 
nothing in her but ballaft. The 12th day there 
came an Indian canoe out of the river of Santa 
Maria, and told us, that there were three hundred 
Englifh and Frenchmen more coming over land 
from the north feas, The 15th day we met a bark 
with five or fix Englifhmen in her, that belonged 
to captain Knight, who had been in the fouth feas 
five or fix months, and was now on the Mexican 
coaft, There he had fpied this bark, but not being 
able to come up with her in his fhip, he detached 
thefe five or fix men in a canoe, who took her, but 
when they had done, could not recover their own 
fhip again, lofing company with her in the night ; 
and therefore they came into the bay of Panama, in- 
tending to go over land back into the north feas, but 
that they luckily met with us: for the Ifthmus of 
Darien was now become a common road for priva- 
teers to pafs between the north and fouth feas at 
their pleafure. This bark of captain Knight’s had 
in her forty or fifty jars of brandy: fhe was now 
commanded by Mr. Henry More ; but capt. Swan, 
intending to promote captain Harris, caufed Mr. 
More. to be turned out, alledging that it was very 
ikely thefe men had run away from their com- 

ce | mander, 
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mander. Mr. More willingly refigned her, and — 


went on board of captain Swan, and became one of 
his men. 7 

It was now the latter end of the dry feafon here, 
and the water at the King’s, or Pearl iflands, of 
which there was plenty when we firft came hither 
was now dried away. Therefore we were forced 
to goto Point Garachina thinking to water our 
fhips there. Captain Harris being now com- 
mander of the new bark, was fent into the river of 
Santa Maria, to fee for thofe men the Indians told 
us of whilft the reft of the fhips failed towards point 
Garachina, where we arrived the 21{t day, and an- 
chored two miles from the point, and found a {trong 
tide running out of the river Sambo. The next 
day we run within the point, and anchored in four 
fathom at low water. The tide rifes here eight or 
nine feet ; the flood fets N. N. E. the ebb S.S.W. 
The Indians that inhabit in the river Sambo came 
to us in canoes, and brought plantains and bonanos. 
They could not fpeak nor underftand Spanifh, there- 
fore I believe they have no commerce with the Spa- 
niards. We found no frefh water here neither ; fo 
we went from hence to Port Pinas, which is feven 
leagues S. by W. from hence. 

Port Pinas lies in lat. 7 deg. north. It is fo called 
becaufe there are many pine-trees growing there. 
The land is pretty high, rifing gently as it runs in- 
to the country. This country near the fea is all co- 
vered with pretty high woods ; the land that 
bounds the harbour is low in the middle, but 
high and rocky on both fides. At the mouth of 
the harbour there are two fmall high iflands, or ra- 
ther barren rocks. The Spaniards in their pilot 
books commend this for a good harbour, but it lies 
all open to the S. W. winds, which frequently blow 
here in the wet feafon: befides, the barbour oe 
the 


* 
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the iflands is a place of but fmall extent, and hath 
a very narrow entrance ; what depth of water there 
is in the harbour I know not. 

The 26th day we arrived at this barbbur of Pinos, 
but did not go in with our fhip, finding it but an 
ordinary place to lie at. We fent in our boats to 
fearch it, and they found a ftream of good water 


running into the fea; but there were fuch great 


{welling furges came into the harbour, that we 
could not conveniently fill our water there. The 
2 6th day we returned to point Garachina again, In 
our way we took a {mall veffel laden with cocoa 
from Guiaquil. The 29th day we arrived at point 
Garachina; there we found captain Harris, who 
had been in the river of Santa Maria, but did not 
meet the men that he went for. Yet he was inform- . 
ed again by the Indians, that they were making ca- 
noes in one of the branches of the river of Santa 
Maria. Here we fhared our cocoa lately taken. 
Becaufe we could not fill our water here, we de- 
figned to go to Tabago again, where we were fure 
to be fupplied. Accordingly, on the 3oth day we 
fet fail, being now nine fhips in company ; and had 
a {mall wind at S.S.E. The firft day of April, be- 
ing in the channel between the King’s Iflands and 
the main, we had much thunder, lightning and 
fome rain. This evening we anchored at the ifland 
Pacheque, and immediately fent four canones be- 
fore us to the ifland Tobago to take fome prifoners 
for information, and followed the next day. The 
third day in the evening we anchored by Perica, and 
the next morning went to Tobago, where we found 
our four canoes. They arrived there in the night, 
and took a canoe that came (as is ufual) from Pana- | 
ma for plantains. There were in the canoe four 
Indians anda Mulata. The Mulata becaufe he faid 
he was in the firefhip that came to burn us in the 
\ night 
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night was immediately hanged. Thefe prifoners 
confirmed that one captain Bond, an Englifhman 
commanded her. / | 

Here we filled our water, and cut firewood, and 
from hence we fent four canoes over to the main, 
with one of the Indians lately taken to guide them 
to a fugar-work ; for now we had cocoa we wanted 
fugar to make chocolate: But the chief of their bu- 
finefs was to get coppers; for each fhip having now 
fo many men, our pots would not boil victuals faft 
enough though we kept them boiling all the day. 
About two or three days after they returned on 
board with three coppers. 3 

While we lay here captain Davis’s bark went to 
the ifland Ctoque. This is another inhabited ifland 
in the bay of Panama, not fo big as Tobago, yet 
there are good plantain-walks on it, and fome ne- 
eroes to look after them. Thefe negroes rear fowls 
and hogs for their mafters who live at Panama, as 
at the King’s Iflands. It was for fome fowls or hogs 
that our men went thither; but by accident they 
met alfo with an exprefs, that was fent to Panama 
with an account that the Lima fleet was at fea. 
Mott of the letters were thrown overboard and loft 
yet we found fome that faid pofitively, the fleet was 
coming with all the ftrength that they could make in” 
the kingdom of Peru; yet were ordered not to fight 
us, except they were forced to it (though after- 
wards they chofe to fight us, having firit landed 


their treafure at Lavelia) and that the pilots of | 
‘Lima had been is confultation what courle to iteer 


to mils us. ha nel } 
For the fatisfaétion of thofe who may be curious 
t6 know, I-have here inferted the refolutions taken 
by the cominitee of pilots; as one of our company 
franflated them out of the Spanifh of two of the 
letters we took; The firft letter as follows, s 
SERg 
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SiR, 

«¢ Having been with his excellency, and heard 
the letter of captain Michael Sanches de Tena read 
wherein he fays, there fhould be a meeting of the 
pilots of Panama in the faid city, they fay tis not 
time, putting for objection the Gallipagos; to 
which I anfwered, that it was fear of the enemy, 
and that they might well go that way. I told this 
to his excellency, who was pleafed to command me 
to write the courfe, which is as follows. 

The day for failing being come, go forth to the 
WwW. S, W. from that to W. till you are forty 
leagues off at fea; then keep at the fame diftance 
to the N. W. till you come under the line: from 
whence the pilot muft fhape his courfe for Moro de 
Porco, and for the coaft of Lavelia and Natta ; 
where you may fpeak with the people, and accord- 
ing to the information they give you may keep the 
fame courfe for Otoque, from thence to Tabago, and 
fo to Panama; this is what offers as to the courfe, : 


_ The letter is obfcure ; but the reader muft make 
what he can of it. The direétions in the other let- 
ter were to this effect. 

‘© The fureft courfe to be obferved going forth 
from Malabrigo is thus; you muft fail W. by 5, 
that you may avoid the fight of the iflands Lobos, 
and if you fhould chance to fee them, by reafon of 
the breezes, and fhould fall to leeward of the lar, 
of Malabrigo, keep on a wind as near as you can, 
and if neceffary, go about and ftand in for the fhore, 
then tack and ftand off, and be fure keep your lati- 
tude ; and when you are forty leagues to the weit- 
ward of the iflands Lobos, keep that diftance, till 
you come under the line ; and then, if the general 
wind follows you farther, you muft fail N. N. E. 

tll 
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till you come into 3 deg. north. And if in this lat. 
you fhould find the brecies, make it your bufinefs 
to keep the coaft, and fail for Panama. .!f in your 
courfe you fhould come in fight of the land before 
you are abreaft of cape St. ” Francifco, be fure to 
{tretch off again out of fight of land, that you may 
not be difcovered by the enemy. 


The laft letter fuppofes the fleet’s fetting out from 
Malabrigo, in about 1 deg. fouth lat. (as the other 
does its going immediately from Lima, 4 deg. fur- 
ther fouth) and from hence is that caution oiven of 
avoiding Lobos, as near Malabrigo, in ‘hea ufual 
way to ‘Panama, and hardly to be ‘kept out of fight, 
as the winds are thereabouts ; yet to be avoided by 
the Spanifh fleet at this time, becaufe as they had 
twice before heard of the privateers lying at Lobos 
de la Mar, they knew not but at that time we 
might be there in expectation of them. 

The tenth day we failed from Tabago aver 


the King’s Iflands again, becaufe our pilots told us. 


that the kings fhips always came this way. The 
eleventh day. we anchored at the place where we ca- 
reen’d, Here we found captain Harris, who had 

one a fecond time into the river of Santa Maria, 


and fetched the body of men that laft camé over — 


land, as the Indians had informed us, but they fell 
fhort of the number they told us of. The 29th day 
we fent two hundred and fifty men in fifteen canoes 
to the river Cheapo, to take the town of Cheapo. 


The 21ft day all our fhips, but captain Harris, who- 
ftaid to clean his fhips, followed after. The 22d a 


we arrived at the ifland Chepelio. — 

Chepelio is the pleafantett ifland in the bay of 
Panama ; it is but feven leagues from the city of 
Panama, and a league from the main. This ifland 
is about two miles long, and almoft fo broad ; it is 
low 
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Jow on the north fide, and rifes by a {mall afcent to- 
wards the fouth fide. The foil is yellow, a kind of 
clay. The high fide is, ftony; the low land is 
planted with all forts of delicate fruits, viz. fapa- 
dilloes, avogato-pears, mammees, mammee-fappo- 


tas, flar-apples, &cc. The middle of the ifland. is 
planted with plantain trees, which are not very 


large, but the fruit extraordinary {weet. 
_ The fapadillo tree is as big as a large pear-tree. 
The fruit much like a bergamot:pear, both in co- 


dour fhape and fize; but on fome trees the fruit is 
alittle longer. When it is green or firft gathered, 
the juice is white and clammy, and it will ftick like 
—glew, then the fruit is hard, but after it hath been 
gathered two or three days, it grows foft and juicy, 


and then the juice is clear as {pring water, and very 
{weet; in the midft of the fruit are two or three 


‘black ftones or feeds, about the bignefs of a pum- 
' pion feed : this is an excellent fruit. | 


. The avogato pear tree is as big as moft pear trees, | 
and is commonly pretty high; the fkin or bark 
black and {mooth; the leaves. large, of an oval 


fhape, and the fruit as big as a. lemon. It is of a 
green colour, till it is ripe, and then a little yellow- 


ith. They are feldom fit to eat till they have been 
eathered two or three days, then they become foft, 
and the fkin or rind will peel off.. The fubftance in 
the infidé is green, or alittle yellowifh, and as foft 
as butter. Within the fubftance there is a ftone as 


big as a horfe plumb. This fruit hath no tafte of 


itfelf, and therefore it is ufually mix’d with fugar 


and lime-juice, and then beaten together in.a plate, 


and is then an excellent.difh. The ordinary way is 
to eat it with a little falt and roafted plantain, and 


thus a man that’s hungry, may make a good meal 


of.it.. It is very wholfome eaten any way. It is 
reported that this fruit provokes.to luft, and there- 
No. 11. ¥.- fore 
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fore it is faid to be much efteemed by the Spaniards 3 


and I do believe they are much efteemed by them, | ‘: 


for I have met with plenty of them in many places 
in the north fezs, where the Spaniards are fettled, 
as in the bay of Campeachy, on the coaft of Cartha- 
gena, and the coaft of Caraccas ; and there are 
fome in Jamaica, which were planted by the Spani- 
ards, when they poffefied that ifland. 

The mammee-fappota tree is different from the 
mamimee defcribed at the ifland Tabago in this 
chapter. It is not fo big or fo tall, neither is the 
fruit fo big or fo round. The rind of the fruit is » 
thin and brittle; the infide is a deep red, and it has 
a rough flat long ftone. This is accounted the prin- 
cipal fruit of the Wett Indies. It is very pleafant 
and wholfome. I have not feen any of thefe on — 
Jamaica; but in many places in the Weft Indies — 
among the Spaniards. There is another fort of 
manimee-tree, which is called the wild mammee: 
This bears a fruit which is of no value, but the tree 
is {iraight, call, and very tough, and therefore prin- 
cipally ufed for making matfts. 1 gel tn 

The ftar-apple tree grows much like the quince 
tree, but much bigger. It. is full of leaves, and — 
the leaf is broad, of an oval fhape, and of a very 
dark green colour. The fruit is as big a large ap- 
ple, which is commonly fo covered with leaves, 
that a man can hardly fee it. They fay this is a 
good fruit; I never tafted any, but have feen both 
the trees and fruit in many places on the main, on 
the north fide of the continent, and in Jamaica. 
When the Spaniards poffefled that ifland they plant- 
ed this and other forts of fruit, as the fapadillo, 
avogato pear, and the like; and of thefe fruits 
there is ftill in Jamaica in thofe plantations that — 
were firft fettled by the Spaniards, as at the Angels, 
at feven mile walk and fixteen mile walk. There 

| Rts I have 
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I have feen thefe trees which were planted by the 
Spaniards, but I never faw any improvement made 
by the Enelifh. The road for fhips is on the north 
fide, where there is good anchoring half a mile 
from the thore. There is a well clofe by the fea on 
the north fide, and formerly there were three or 
four houfes clofe by it, but now they are deftroyed. 


‘This ifland ftands right againft the mouth of the 


river Cheapo. 

The river Cheapo fprings out of the mountains 
near the north fide of the country, and being pen- 
ned up on the fouth fide by other mountains, bends 
its courfe to the weftward between both, till finding 
a paflage on the S. W. it makes a kind of a half 
circle, and being {welled to a confiderable bignefs, 
runs with a flow motion into the fea, feven leagues 
from Panama. This river is very deep, and about 
a quarter of a mile broad; but the mouth of it is 
choaked up with fands, fo that no fhips can enter, 
but barks may. ‘There is a {mall Spanifh town of 
the fame name, within fix leagues of the fea; ic 
{tands on the left hand going from the fea. This 
is it which I faid captain La Sound attempted. 
The land about it is champaign, with many {mall 
hills covered with woods; but the biggeft part of 
the country is favannah. On the fouth fide of the 
river it is all woodland for many leagues together. 
it was to this town that our two hundred and fifty 
men were fent. The 24th day they returned out 
of the river, having taken the town without any 
oppofition, but they found nothing in it. By the 
way going thither they took a canoe, but moft of 
the men efcaped afhore upon one of the King’s if- 
lands: She was fent out well appointed with arm- 
ed men to watch our motion. The 25th day cap- 
tain Harris came to us, having cleaned his fhip. 
The 26th day we went towards Tabago; our fleet 


pa now, 


ftrength of Panama, 
ftrong enough for f 
one thoufand men. 


town on the ifland. 


‘at St. Paul’s Ifland. 
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now, upon captain H 
ed of ten fail. We arr 
there our prifoners were examine 


The 4th of May we faile 

the King’s Iflands; and there we continu 4 

: fom one end of thefe iflands to’ the other; till on- 
the 22d day captain Davis and captain Gronet went 

to Pacheque, leaving the reft of the fleet at anchor 

From Pacheque we fent two 
‘canoes to the ifland Chepelio, in hopes to get 4 
prifoner there. The 25th day our canoes returned 
from Chepelio, with three o 
there : they were feamen belonging to Panama, who © 
fo fcarce and dear there, that 
arved, being’ hindered by us — 
d daily fupplies of plantains 
ed from the iflands ; efpe~ 
f Chepelio and Tabago. 
ftriétly ordered, 
re to any of the iflands for 
bliged them to trefpafs — 
They farther reported, 
a was expected every day, 
t they were come from 
: Lima; 


- faid that provifion was 
the poor were almoft it 
from thofe common an 
which they formerly enjoy 
cially from thofe two © 
That the prefident of Pe 
that none fhould adventu 
plantains, but neceffity had o 
againit the prefident’s order. 
that the fleet from Lim 
for it was generally talked tha 


anama had 


arris joining, us again, confift- 
ived at Tabago the 28th day, 
d concerning the 

for now we thought ourtelves 
uch an enterprize, being near 
Out of thefe, on occafion, we 
could have landed-nine hundred; but our prifoners 
cave us {mall encouragement, for they affured us, 
‘that all the ftrength of the country was there, and 
that many men were come from Portobello, be- 
fides its own inhabitants, 
more in number than we. 
with the ftrength of the place ‘(which hath a high 
wall) deterr’d us from attempting it. 
lay here at Tabago, 


who of themfelves were 
Thefe reafons, together 


While we 


fome of our men burnt the 


d hence again bound for 


*d cruifing 


prifoners which they took 
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Lima; and that the report at Panama was, that 


king Charles II. of England was dead, and that the: 
duke of York was crowned king. The 27th day 
captain Swan and captain Townley alfo came to Pa- 
cheque, where we lay ; but captain Swan’s bark 
was gone in among the King’s Iflands for plantains, 
The ifland Pacheque, as | have before related, is 
the northermoft of the King’s Iflands. It is a {mall 
low ifland about a leacue round. On the fouth fide 
of it there are two or three {mall iflands, neither of 
them half a mile round. Between Pacheque and 
thefe iflands is a {mall channel not above fix or fe- 
ven paces wide, and about a mile long. Through 
this captain Townley made a bold run, being preft 
hard by the Spaniards in the fight I am going to 
fpeak of, though he was ignorant whether there was 
a fufficient depth of water or not. On the eaft fide 
of this channel all our fleet lay waiting for the Li- 
ma fleet, which we were in hopes would come this 
way. 

The 28th day we hada very wet morning, for 
the rains were come in, as they ufually do in May or 
June, fooner or later; fo'that May is here a very 
uncertain month. Hitherto, till within a few days, 
we had good fair weather, and the wind at N. N.E. 
but now the weather was altered, and the wind at 
o..S. W. 

However about eleven o’clock it cleared up, and 
we faw the Spanifh fleet about three leagues W. N. 
W. from the ifland Pacheque, ftanding clofe ona 
wind to the eaftward ; but they could not fetch the 
ifland by a league. We were riding a league S. E. 
from the ifland, between it and the main, only cap- 
tain Gronet was about a mile to the northward of 
us near the ifland : he weighed fo foon as they came 
in fight, and ftood over for the main; and we lay 
ftill, expecting when he would tack and come tou s 


but 
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but he took care to keep Hae out of harms way. 

Captain Swan and Townley came on board of 
captain Davis to order how to engage the enemy, 
who we faw came purpofely to fight us, being in 

all fourteen fail, befides periagoes, rowing with 
twelve and fourteen oars apiece. Six fail of them 
were fhips of good force ; firft the admiral 48 guns, 
450 men ; the vice- eS driical 40 guns, 400 mens; 
the rear-admial 36 guns, 360 men; a fhip of 24 
guns, 300 men; one of 18 guns, 250 men, and 
one of eight guns, 200 men; two great firefhips, 
fix fhips only ‘with finall arms, having eight hun- 
dred men on board them all, bedes: Ewo or three 
hundred men in periagoes. This account of their 
ftrength we had afterwards from captain Knight, 
who ‘being to the windward on the coaft of Peru, 
took prifoners, of whom he had this information, 
being what they brought from Lima. Befides thefe 
men, they had alfo fome hundreds of Old Spain 
‘men that came from Portobello, and met them at 
Lavelia, from whence they now came; and their 
ftrength of men from Lima was three thoufand 
men, being all the ftrength they could make in that 
kingdom ; and for greater fecurity ae had firtt 
landed their treafure at Lavelia. 

Our fleet confifted of ten iail ; firft captain itis 
36 guns, 156 men, molt Englith; captain Swan 
16 guns, 140 men, all Englifh: thefe were the 
only fhips of force that we had, the reft having 
none but fmall arms. Captain Townley had 110 
men, all Englifh ,; captain Gronet 308 men, all 
French; captain Harris 100 men, moit Enghih ; 
captain Branly 36 men, fome Englifh fome French ; 
Davis’s tender cight men; Swan’s tender 8 men; 
Townley’s bark eighty men, and a {mall bark of . 
thirty tons made a firefhip, with a canoe’s crew in 
her. We had in all 960. men ; bur captain Gronet 


came 


} 
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game not to us till all was over, yet we were not 
difcouraged at it, but refolved to fight them; for 
being to windward of the enemy, we had it at our 
choice, whether we would fight or not. It was three 
o’clock in the afternoon when we weighed, and be- 
ing all under fail, we bore down right before the 

wind on our enemies, who kept clofe on a wind to 
come to us; but night came on without any thing, 
befides the exchanging of a few fhots on each fide. 
When it grew dark the Spanifh admixal put out a 
light, as a fignal for his fleet to come to an anchor. 
We faw the light in the admiral’s top, which con- 
tinued about half an hour, and then it was taken 
down. In a fhort time after we faw the light again, 
and being to windward we kept under fail, fuppof= 
ing the light had been in the admiral’s top; bur as 
it proved, this was only a ftratagem of theirs ; for 
this light was put out the fecond time at one of their 
barks topmaft head, and then fhe was fent to lee- 
ward, which deceived us; for we thought {till the 
light was in the admiral’s top, and by that means 
thought ourfelves to windward of them. 

In the morning therefore, cantrary to our expec- 
tation, we found they had got the weather gage of 
us, and were coming upon us with full fail, fo we 
ran for it, and after a running fight all day, and 
having taken a turn almoft round the bay of Pana- 

| ma, we came to an anchor again at the ifle of Pa- 
| cheque, in the very fame place from whence we fet 
out in the morning. | 

Thus ended this days work, and with it all that 
we had been projecting for five or fix months ; when 
inftead of making ourfelves mafters of the Spanifh 
) fleet and treafure, we were glad to efcape them, and 
: owed that too, in a great meafure, to their want of 
 gourage to purfue their advantage. 
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The 3oth day in the morning when we looked | 


out we faw the Spanifh fleet all together, three 
leagues to leeward of us at an anchor. | 
little wind till ten o’clock, and then fprung up a 
fmall breeze at fouth, and the Spanifh fleet went 
away to Panama. What lofs they had I know not; 
we loft but one man: and having held a confultation, 
we refolved to go to the keys of Quibo or Cabaya, 
to feek captain Harris, who was forced away from 
us in the fight, that being the place appointed for 
our rendezvous upon any fuch accident. As for 
Gronet, he faid his men would not fuffer him to 
join us in the fight ; but we were not fatisfied with 
that excufe, fo we fuffered him to go with us to the 
ifles’of Quibo, and there cafhier’d our cowardly 
companion. Some were for taking from him the 
fhip which we had given him ; but at length he was 


fuffered to keep it with his men, and we fent them 


away in it to fome other place. 


Crt Abit KV a 


They fet out from Tobago, and proceed along the Mex- 
ican coaft to the Keys of Quibo, Rea Lejo and the 
harbour of Guatimala, | | 


CCORDING to the refolutions we had tae 


_ ken, we failed June the 1ft, 1685, pafling 
between point Garachina and Kings Iflands. The 
wind was at S.S. W. rainy weather, with tornadoes 
of thunder and lightning. The third day we paf- 
fed by the ifland Chuche, the laft remainder of the 
ifles in the bay of Panama. This is a fmall, low, 
round, woody ifland, uninhabited, lying. four 
dJeagues S. S. W. from Pacheque. | | 

In our paffage to Quibo captain Branly lof his 
main-maft: therefore he and all his men left his 
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‘bark, and came on board captain Davis’s thip. 
Captain Swan alfo fprung his main-top maft, and 
got up another, but while he was doing it, and we 
were making the beft of our way, we loft fight of 
him, and were now on the north fide of the bays 
for this way all fhips muft pafs from Panama, whe- 
ther bound towards the coaft of Mexico or Peru. 
The tenth day we pafled by Moro de Porcos, or the 
the Mountain of Hogs. Why fo called I know not: 
it is a high round hill on the coaft of Lavelia. 

This fide of the bay of Panama runs out welterly 
to the iflands of Quibo: there are on this coaft ma- 
ny rivers and creeks, but none fo large as thofe on 
the fouth fide of the bay. It is a coaft that 1s part- 
ly mountainous, partly low land, and very thick 
of woods bordering on the fea, but a few leagues 
within land it confifts moftly of favannahs, which 
are ftocked with bulls and cows. The rivers on this 
fide are not wholly deftitute of gold, though not 
fo rich as the rivers on the other fide of the bay. 
The coaft is but thinly inhabited, for except the 
rivers that lead up to the towns of Nata and Lave- 
lia, I know of no other fettlement between Panama 
and Puebla Nova. ‘The Spaniards may travel by 
land from Panama through all the kingdom of 
Mexico, as being full of favannahs ; but towards 
the coaft of Peru they cannot pafs further than the 
tiver Cheapo, the land there being full of thick 
woods, and watered with fo many great rivers be- 
fides lefler rivers and creeks, that the Indians them- 
felves who inhabit there cannot travel far without 
much trouble. — ke | 

We met with very wet weather in our voyage to 
Quibo, and with S. S. W. and fometimes 5. W. 
winds, which retarded our courfe. It was the 15th 
day of June when we arrived at Quibo, and found 
there captain Harris whom we fought. ‘The ifland 


Quibe 
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Quibo or Cabaya is in lat. 7 deg. 14 min. north of 


the equator. It is about fix or feven leagues long, 


and three or four broad. The land is low, except 
only near the north eaft end. It is all over penti- 
fully {tored with great tall flourifhing trees of many 
forts, and there is good water on the eaft and north 
eaft fides of the ifland. Here are fome deer, 
and plenty of pretty large black monkies, whofe 
flefh is {weet and wholefome; befides a few gua- 


noes, and fome fnakes: I know no other fort of 


land animal on the ifland. There is a fhoal runs 
out from the S. E. point of the ifland, half a mile 
into the fea, and a league to the north of this fhoal. 
point, on the eaft fide, there is a rock about a mile 
from the fhore, which at the laft quarter ebb ap- 
pears above water ; befides thefe two places there is 
no danger on this fide, but fhips may run within a 
quarter of a mile of the fhore, and anchor in fix, 
eight, ten or twelve fathom, good clean fand and 
ooze. | | | 
There are many other iflands lying fome on the 
5.W. fide, others on the N. and N.E. fides of this 
ifland, as the ifland Quicaro, which is a pretty large 
ifland S. W. of Quibo, and on the north ‘of it is a 
fmall ifland called the Rancheria, on which are 
plenty of palma-mariatrees. The palma-maria 
is a tall {traight bodied tree, with a {mall head, but 
very unhke the palm tree, notwithftanding the 
name. It is greatly efteemed for making matfts, 


being very tough, as well as of a good length, for 


the grain of the wood runs not ftraight along it, 
but twifting gradually about it. Thele trees grow 
in many places of the Weft Indies, and are fre- 
quently ufed both by the Englifh and Spaniards 
there for that ufe. The iflands Canales and Can-. 
tarras, are {mall iflands lying on the N. E. of Ran- 
cheria. Thefe have all channels to pafs ce 
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and good anchoring about hen and they are as 
well ftored with trees and water as Quibo. Sailing 
without them all, they appear to be part of the 
main. The iland Quibo is the largeft and moft 
noted, for although the reft have names, yet they 
are feldom ufed only for diftinétion fake ; thefe and 
~ the reft of this knot, paffing all under the common 
name of the Keys of Quibo. Captain Swan gave 
to feveral of thefe iflands the names of thofe Eng- 
lifh merchants and gentlemen who were owners of 
his fhip. 

June 16th captain Swan came to an anchor by 
-us; and then our captains confulted about new me- 
thods to advance their fortunes: and becaufe they 
were now out of hopes to get any thing at fea, they 
refolved to try what the land would afford. They 
_ demanded of our pilots what towns on the coaft of 
"Mexico they could carry us to. The city of Leon 
being the chief in the country (any thing near us) 
though a pretty way within land, was pitched on. 
But now we wanted canoes to ben our men, and 
we had no other way but to cut down trees, and 
make as many as we had occafion for, thefe iflands 

‘affording plenty of large trees fit for our purpole. 
While this was doing we fent one hundred and fifty 
men to take Puebla Nova, (a town upon the main 
near the innermoft of thefe iflands) to get provifi- 
on. It was in going to take this town that captain 
Sawkins was killed, in the year 1680, who was 
fucceeded by Sharp. Cur men took the town with 
much eafe, although there was more ftrength of 
men than when captain Sawkins was killed. They 
returned again the 24th day, but got no provifion 
there. They took an empty bark in their way, and 
brought her to us. 

The fifth day of July captain Knight, mention- 
ed in my laft chapter, came to us. ‘He had been 
| cruifing 
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cruifing a great way to weftward, but got nothibe 


befides a oood fhip. At laft, he went to the fouth-~ 


ward, as high as the bay of Guiaquil, where he 
took a bark-log, or pair of bark-logs as we call it, 
Jaden chiefly with flour. She had other goods, as 


wine, oil, brandy, fugar, foap, and leather of goat’s- 


{kins ; arch he took out as much of each as he had 
occafion for, and then turned her away again. The 
mafter of the float told him, that the king’s fhips 
were gone fromLima towardsPanama: that they car- 
ried but half the king’s treafure with them, for fear 
us, although they had all the ftrength that the 
kingdom could afford: that all the merchant fhips 
which fhould have gone with them, were laden and 


lying at Payta, where they were to wait for further 


orders. Captain Knight having but few men, did 


not dare to go to Payta, where, if he had been bet-- 
ter provided, he might have taken them all; but 
he made the beit of his way into the bay of Panama, 


in hopes to find us there enriched with the fpoils of 


the Lima fleet; but coming to the King’s Iflands, 
he had abvice by a prifoner, that we had engaged 
with their fleet, but were worfted, and fince that 


made our way to the weftward, and therefore he 


came hither to feek us. He prefently conforted 
with us, and fet his men to work to make canoes, 
‘Every fhips company made for themfelves, but'we 
all helped each ‘other to launch aga for fome 
were made a mile from the fea. 

The manner of making a canoe.ts, afer cutting 
down a large lone tree, and {quaring the uppermoft 
fide, then turning it upon the flat fide, to fhape the 
oppolite fide for ‘the bottom. Then again they turn 
her, and dig the infide, boring alfo “three holes in 
the bottom, one before, one in the middle, and one 
abaft, thereby to gage the thicknefs of the bottom, 
for otherwife we might cut the bottom thinner than 

is 
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+s convenient. We left the bottom commonly about 
three inches thick, and the fides two inches thick be- 
‘low, and one and a half at the tops; one or both 
of the ends we fharpen to a point. 

Captain Davis made two very large canoes, one 
was thirty fix feet long and five or fix feet wide ; the 
other thirty two feet long and near as wide as the 
other. In a month’s time we finifhed our bufinefs 
and were ready to fail. Here captain Harris went 
to lay his thip aground to clean her, but fhe being 
old and rotten fell in pieces, and therefore he and 
all his men went on board captain Davis and caprain 
Swan. While we lay here we ftruck turtle every 
day, for they were now very plentiful; but from 
Auguft to March here are not many. The 18th 
day of July, John Rofe, a Frenchman, and four- 
teen men more, belonging to captain Gronet, 
having made a new canoe, came in her to captain 
Davis, and defired to ferve under him, and captain 
Davis accepted of them becaufe they had a canoe of 
their own. : | 

The 20th day of July we failed from Quibo, bend- 
ing our courfe for Rio Lexa, which is the port for 
Leon, the city that we now defigned to attempt. 
We were now 640 men in eight fail of fhips, com- 
manded by captain Davis, captain Swan, captain 
Townley, and captain Knight, with a firefhip and 
three tenders, which laft had not a conftant crew. 
We paft out between the river Quibo and Ranche- 
ria, leagetao Quibo and Quicaro gn our larboard 
fide, am@ Rancheria, with the reft of the iflands, 
and the main, on our ftarboard fide. The wind at 
firft was at fouth fouth weit. We coafted alono 
fhore pafling by the gulf of Nicoya, the gulf of 
Dulce, and the ifland Caneo. All this coaft is low 
Jand, overgrown with thick woods; and there are 
but few inhabitants near the fhore. As we failed 


to 
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to the weftward we had variable winds, fometimes 
S. W. and at W. S. W. and fometimes at E.N. EF. 


but we had them moftt commonly at fouth weft ; we 
had a tornado or two every day, and in the even- 


ing or in the night, we had land winds at N.N.E, 


The 8th day of Auguft, being in the Jat. of 11 d. 
20 min. by obfervation, we faw a high hill in the 
country, towering up like a fugar-loaf, which bore 
N. E. by N. We fuppofed it to be Volcano-Vejo 


by the {moak which afcended from its top, theres 


fore we fteered in north, and made it plainer, and 


then knew it to be that volcano, which is the fea- 


mark for the harbour for Rio Lexa, and a very re- 
markable mountain. When we had brought this 
mountain to bear N. E. we got out all our canoes, 
and provided to embark in them the next day. jie 

The oth day in the morning, being about eight 
leagues from the fhore, we left our fhips under the 
charge of a few men, and 520 of us went away in 
thirty-one canoes, rowing towards the: harbour of 
Rio Lexa. We had fair weather and little wind 
till two o’clock in the afternoon, then we had a 
tornado from the fhore, with much thunder, light- 
ning and rain, and fuch a guft of wind, that we 
were all like to be foundered. In this extremity 
we put right before the wind, every canoe’s crew 
making what fhift they could to avoid the threatning 
danger. The {mall canoes being moft light and 
buoyant, mounted nimbly over the furges, ,but the 
great heavy canoes lay like logs in the fea jameac 
be fwallowed by every foaming billow. Some 


obferved, the fea is foon raifed by the wind, and as 
| | foon 
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foon down again when the wind is gone, and there- 

fore it is a proverb among the feamen, “ Up wind, 

up fea; down wind, Wuwrdtea? Ar xevén diclock 
in the evening it was quite calm, and the fea as 

fmooth as a mill pond. Then we tugged to get 

into the fhore, but finding we could not do it be 

fore day, we rowed off again to keep ourfelves out 
of fight. By that time it was day, we were five 
leagues from the land, which we thought was far 
enough off thore. Here we intended to lie till the 
evening, but at three o’clock in the afternoon we 
had another tornado, more fierce than that which 
we had the day before. This put us in greater pe- 
ril of our lives, but did not laft fo long. As foon 

as the violence of the tornado was over, we rowed 
in for the fhore, and entered the harbour in the 
night. The creek which leads towards Leon, lies 
on the S. E. fide of the harbour. Our pilot being 
very well acquainted here, carried us into the mouth 
of it, but could carry us no farther till day, be-_ 
caule it is but a fmall creek, and there are other 
creeks like it. The next morning as foon as it was 
ligh, we rowed into the creek, which is very nar- 
row, the land on both fides lying fo low, that eve- 
ry tide it is overflown with the fea. This fort of 
land produces red _mangrove-trees, which are here 
fo plentiful and thick, that there is no paffing thro’ 
them. Beyond thefe mangroves, on the firm land, 

clofe by the fide of the river, the Spaniards have 
built a breaftwork, purpofely to hinder .an' enemy 
from landing. When we came in fight of the 
breaftwork, we rowed as faft as we could to get a- 
fhore. The noife of our oars alarmed the Indians 
who were fet to watch, and prefently they ran a- 

way towards the city of ‘Leon, to give notice of our 
approach. We landed as foon as we could, and 
marched after them; 470 men were drawn out to 


march 
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march to the town, and I was left with fifty- nine 


more to flay and guard the canoes till their return. 

The city of Leon is twenty miles up in the coun- 
try; the way toit plain and even, through a cham- 
paign country, of long grafly favannahs, and fpots 
of high woods. About five mile from the landing 
place there is a fugar work, three mile farther there _ 
is another, and two beyond that, there is a fine ri- _ 


ver to ford, which is not very deep, befides which, — 
there is no water in all the way, till you come to 
an Indian town, which is two mile before you come 
to the city, and from thence itis a pleafant flraight 


fandy way to Leon. This city ftands in a plain, 
not far from a high peeked mountain, which of- 
tentimes calts forth fire. and fmoak from its top. It 


amay be. {een at fea, and it is called the Volcano of 
‘Leon.’ The houfes of Leon are not high built, 


but ftrong and large, with. gardens about ‘them, 
The walls are ftone, and the covering of pan-tile : 


there are three churches and.a cathecwals which i is 
the head church in thefe parts. | Our countryman, 


Mr. Gage, who travelled in thefe parts, recom- 


mends it to the world as the pleafanteft place in all 


America, and calls it the paradife of the Indies. 
Indeed if we confider the advantage of its fituation, 
we may find it ele ‘mott places i in America, 


for health and pleafure, for the country about it is 


of a fandy foil, which foon. drinks up all the rain 
that falls, to which thefe parts are much fubject, 
Ic is incompaffed with favannahs, fo that they have 
the benefit of the breezes coming from any quarter, 
all which makes it a very healthy. place... Itis.a 
place of no great trade, and therefore not rich 3 in 
money. Their wealth lies in their paftures, , and 


cattle, and, plantations of fugar. It is. faid thar 


they make cordage here of hemp, but if they have 
any 
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any fuch manufactory, it is at fome diftance from 

the town, for here is no fign of any fuch thing. 
Thither our men were now marching ; they went 

from the canoés about eight o’clock. Captain 


Townley with eighty of the brifkeft men marched 


before, captain Swan with one hundred men march- 
ed next, and captain Davis with one hundred and 


-feventy men marched next, and captain Knight 
brought up the rear. Captain Townley, who was 


near two mile a head of the reft, met about feventy 


-horfemen four mile before he came to the city, but 


they never ftood him. About three o’clock cap- 
tain Townley only with his eighty men entered the 


town, and was brifkly charged in a broad ftreet, | 


with one hundred and feventy or two hundred Spa- 
nifh horfemen, but two or three of their leaders be- 
ing knocked down, the reft fled. Their foot con- 
fifted of about five hundred men, which were drawn 
up in the parade; for the Spaniards in thefe parts 
make a large fquare in every town, though the 
town itfelf be fmall. This fquare is called the pa- 
rade: commonly the church makes one fide of it, 
and the gentlemens houfes with their yalleries about 
them the other. But the foot alfo feeing their horfe 
retire, left an empty city to captain Townley ; be- 
ginning to fave themielves by flight. Captain Swan 
came in about four o’clock, captain Davis with his 
men about five, and captain Knight with as many 
as he could encourage to march, came in about fix, 
but he left many men tired on the road; thefe, as 
is ufual, came dropping in one or two at a time, as 
they were able. The next moaning the Spaniards 
killed one of our tired men; he was a ftout old 
grey-headed man, aged about eighty-four, who 
had ferved under Oliver in the time of the Jrifh re- 
bellion, after which he was at Jamaica, and had fol- 
lowed privateering ever fince. He would not ac- 
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cept of the offer our men mace him to tarry afhore, 
but faid he would venture as far as the beft of them, 
and when furrounded by the Spaniards, he refuled 
to take quarter, but a eae his gun amongft 
them, keeping a piftol fill charged, fo they fhot 
him dead at, a diffance. 

was a very merry hearty o 


old man, always ufed to 


+ F : on 


His name was Swan, he | 


declare he would never take quarter: But they — 


took Mr. Smith, who was tired alio; he wasa 
merchant belonging to Captain Swan, ‘and being 


carried before the governor of Leon, was known. 


by a Mulatta woman who waited.on him. Mr. Smith 
had lived many years in the Canaries, and could 
tee and write very good Spanifh, and it was 
there this Mulatta woman remembered him. He 
being examined how many men we were, faid one 
tour and at the city, and five hundred at the canoes, 
which made well for us at the canoes, who ftrag- 
dling about every day, might eafily have been de- 
itroyed. But this fo eeuated the governor, that he 
did never offer to molett our men, “although he had, 
with above one thoufand men as Mr, San cueffed. 


He fent in a flag of truce about noon, ‘pretending to. 


ranfom the town rather than let it be burnt, but our 
captains demanded 300,000 pieces of eight for its 
ranfom, and as much provifion as would victual 
one thoufand men four months, and Mr. Smith to 


be ranfomed for fofhe of their prifoners, but the Spa-_ 


niards did not intend to ranfom the town, but only 
capitulated day after day to prolong time till they 
had got more men. Our captains therefore, confider- 
ing the diftance that they were from the canoes, re- 
folved to be marching down. 
in the morning, they ordered the city to be fet on 


fire, which was prefently done, and then they came 
away ; but they took more time in coming down 4 
than in going ve The fifteenth day in the. morn-= — 
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ing, the Spaniards fent in Mr. Smith, and hada 
geatlewoman inexchange. Then our captains fent 
a letter to the governor, to acquaint him, that they 
intended next day to vifit Rio Lexa, and defired to 
meet him there: they alfo releafed a gentleman on 
bis promife of paying one hundred and fitty beefs 
for his ranfom, and to deliver us at Rio Lexa; 
and the fame day our men came to their canoes: 
where having ftayed all night, the next morning 
_we all entered our canoes, and came to the harbour 
of Rio Lexa, and in the afternoon our fhips came 
~ thither to an anchor. 

The creek that leads to Rio Lexa lieth from the 
north weft part of the harbour, and runs in. norther- 
ly. It is about two leagues from the ifland in the 
harbour’s mouth to the town ; two thirds ot the way 
it is broad, then you entera narrow deep creek, bor- 
dered on both fides with red mangrove trees, whofe 
limbs reach almoft from one fide to the other. A 
mile from the mouth of the creck it turns away 
weft. There the Spaniards have nade a very {trong 


in which were placed one hundied foldiers to hin- 
der us from landing: and twenty yards below that 
breftwork there was a chain of great trees placed 
crofs the creek, fo that ten menggould have kept off 
500 Or 1000. 

When we came in fight of the breftwork we fired 
_ but two guns, and they all ran away ; and we were 
afterwards near half an hour cutcing the boom or 
chain. Here we landed, and marched to the town 
of Rio Lexa, or Kea Lejo, which is about a mile 
from hence, This town ftands on a plain by a {mall 
river. It is a pretty large town with three churches, 
and an hofpital that hath a fine garden belonging 
to it; befides many large fair houfés, all fianding 
at a good diftance one from another, with yards a- 
: Z 2 3 bout 


sbreftwork, fronting towards che mouth of the creek, - 
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bout them. This is a very fickly place, and I be- 
lieve hath need enough of an hofpital, for it is feat-. 


~ 


ed fo nigh the creeks and fwamps, that it is never 
free froma noifome {mell. The land about it is a 
ftrong yellow clay: yet where the town ftands it 
feems to be fandy. Here are feveral forts of 
fruits, as guavo’s, pine-apples, mellons, and prickle 
pears. The pine-apple and mellon are well known. 


The guava fruit grows on a hard ferubby fhrub, | | 


whofe bark is fmooth and whitifh, the branches 
pretty long and fmall, the leaf fomewhat like the 
leaf a hazel, the fruit much like a pear, with a thin 
rind; it is full of {mall hard feeds, and it may be 
eaten while it is green, which is a thing very rare 
in the Indies; for moft fruit, both in the Haft or 
Weft Indies, is full of clammy, white, unfavory 
juice, before itis ripe, though pleafant enough af- 


terwards. When this fruit is ripe, it is yellow, foft, © 
and very pleafant. It bakes as well as a pear, may 


be coddled, and makes good pies. There are of 
divers forts, different in fhape, tafte, jand colour. 
The infide of fome is yellow, of others red. When 


this fruic is eaten green it Is binding, when ripe it’ 


is loofening. | | 

"The prickle-pear, bufh, or fhrub, of about four 
or five feet high, grows in many places of the Weft 
Indies, as at Jamai@a, and moft other iflands there ; 
and on the main in feveral places. This prickly 


fhrub delights moft in barren fandy grounds ; and — 


they thrive beft in places that are near the fea, efpe- 
cially where the fand is faltifh. The tree, or fhrub, 
is three or four feet. high, {preading forth feveral 
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branches, and on each branch two or three leaves. — 


‘Thefe leaves (if I may call them fo) are round, as 


broad every way as the palm of a man’s hand, and 


as thick ; their fubftance like houfeleek, and fenced 
round with ftrong prickles above an inch long. 
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The fruit grows at the farther edge of the leaf, it 
is as big as a large plumb, growing {mall near the 
leaf, and big rowards the top, where it opens like 
a medlar. This fruit at firft is green like the leaf, 
from whence it fprings, with fmall prickles about 
it; but when ripe it is of a deep red colour. The 
infide is full of {mall black feeds, mixed with a cer- 
tain red pulp like thick fyrup: it is very pleafant 
in tafte, cooling, and refrefhing 5 but if a man eats 
fifteen or twenty of them they will colour his water, 
making it look like blood. This I have often ex- 
perienced, yet found no harm by it. 

There are many fugar-works in the country, and 
eftantions or beef-farms; there is allo a great deal 
of pitch, tar and cordage, made in the country, 
which is the chief of their trade. This town we 
approached without any oppofition, and found no- 
thing but empty houfes, befides fuch thing as they 
could not, or would not carry away, which were 
chiefly about 500 packs of flour, brought hither 
in the great fhip that we left at Amapalla, and 
fome pitch, tar and cordage. ‘Thefe things we 
wanted, and therefore fent them all on board. Here 
- we received one hundred and fifty beeves, promifed 
by the gentleman that was releafed coming from 
Leon ; befides, we vifited the beef farms every day, 
and the fugar-works, going ins{mall companies of 
twenty or thirty men, and brought away every man 
his load, for we found no horfes, which if we had, 
yet the ways were fo wet and dirty, that they would 
not have been fervicable to us. We ftayed here 
from the 17th till the 24th day, and then fome of 
our deftructive crew fet fire to the houfes ; I know 
not by whofe order, but we marched away and left 
them burning ; at the breaft-work we embarked in 
wor canoes, and returned on board our fhips. 
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The 25th day captain Davis and captain. Swan, 4 
broke’ off conforthhips 5 ; for captain Davis was | 
minced to return again on the coaft of Peru, bue | 
captain Swan defired to go farther to the weltward. = 
Thad till this time been with captain Davis, but 
now left him, and went on board captain Swan. ic. 2 
was not from any diflike to my old captain, but to 
get fome knowledge of the northern parts of Chis al 

continent of Mexico, and I knew that capeainSwan 
determined to coaft it as far north as he thought =| 
Praag g and then pafs over for the Eaft Indies, 
ich was a way very agreeable to my inclination. | 
Caan Townley, with his two barks, was refolv- 
ed to keep us company; but captain Knight and. 
captain Ffarris followed ¢aptain Davis. The 27th 
day in the morning captain Davis with ‘his. fhips 
went out of the Harbour: having a frefh land-wind, 
They were in company, captain Davis’s thip with | 
captain Harris in her; captain Davis’s bark and — | 
meliP, and captain Knight in his own thip, in all 4 
four tail, Capt. Swan took his laft farewell of him ‘ 
by firing filteen guns, and he fired cleven 1 in return 4 
of the civi ek map a 

We flayed here for fometime afterwards. to fill 
our water, and cut firewood; but’ our men, who. 
had been very healthy till now, began to fall down 
apace in fevers. Whether it was the badnefs of the 

“water, or the unhedlthinefs of the town was. the 
caufe of it we did not know; but- of thetwolta, | 
ther believe it was a diflemper we got at Rio Lexa, - 
for it was reported that they had been vifited with 
a malignant fever in that town, which had occa- 
fione | many people to abandon it; and although a 
this vifitation was over with them, yet their houfe: 

and goods might ftill retain fomewhat of the infec.» 
tion, “and communicate the fame to us. I the Ta 
ther believe “chis, becaufe it afterwards. raged | very 
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much,’ not only among us, but alfo among cap- 
tain Davis and his men, as he told me himfelf fince, 
when I met him in England: Himfelf had like to 
have died, as did feveral of his and our men. The 


* third day of September we turned athore all our pri- 


foners and pilots, they being unacquainted further 
to the weft, which was the coaft we defigned to vi- 
fic: for the Spaniards have very little trade by fea 
beyond the river Lempa, a little to the north weft 
of this place. : 

About ten o’clock in the morning, the fame day, 
we went from hence, fteering weftward, being in 
company four fail, as well as they who left us, viz. 
captain Swan and his bark, and captain Townley 
and his bark, and about three hundred and forty 
men. 

We met with very bad weather as we failed a- 
long this coaft; feldom a day paft but we had one 
or two violent tornadoes, and with them very fright- 
ful flafhes of lightning and claps of thunder; I 
‘pever met with the like before nor fince. Thefe 
tornadoes commonly came out of the north eaft, 
the wind did not laft long, but blew very fierce for 
the time. When the tornadoes were over we had 
the’ wind at weft, fometimes at W. S. W. and 
S. W. and fometimes to the north of the weit, as 
far as the N. W. | . 
_ ‘We kept at a good diftance off fhore, and faw 
‘no land till the fourteenth day ; but then, being in 


lat. 12 d. 50 m. the volcan of Guatimala appeared | 
in fight. This is a very high mountain with two 


pee or heads, appearing like two iugar loaves. 
t often belches forth flames of fire and {moak from 
between the two heads, and this, as the Spaniards 
report, happens chiefly in tempeftuous weather. It 
is called fo from the city Guatimala, which ftands 
pear the foot of it, about eight leagues from the 
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-fouth fea, and by report, forty or fifty bes 
from the gulf of Matique in the bay of Honduras, 
in the north feas. ‘This city is famous for many 
rich. commogities that are produced thereabouts 
(iome almoit peculiar to this country) and yearly - 
fent into Europe, efpecially four rich dyes, indico, 
otta or anatta, filvefter, and cochineal. — 

Indico is made of an herb which grows a Foot 
and a half or two feet high, full of {mall branches, 
full leaves, refembling thefe which grow on flax, 
but more thick and fubftantial. They cut this herb 
or fhrub, and caft it into a large ciftern made in 
the ground for that purpofe, which is half full of - 
water. The indico ftalk or herb remains in the 
water till all the leaves, and I think the fkin, rind, 
or bark, rot off and in a manner diffolve: but if 
any of the leaves fhould ftick faft, they force them 
off by much labour, toffing and tumbling the mafs 
in the water till all the pulpy fubftance is difloived. 
Then the fhrub, or woody part is taken out, and 
the water, which is like ink, being difturbed, no 
more fettles, and the indico falls to the bottom of 
the ciftern like mud. When it is thus fettled, they 
_draw off the water, and take the mud and lay it in 
the fun to dry, which there becomes hard, as you 
fee it brought home. 

.  Ctta, or anatta, is a red fort of dye. Tt is made. 
of a red flower that grows on fhrubs feven or eight 
feet high. It is thrown into a ciftern of water as 
the indieda is, but with this difference, that there is 
no ftalk, nor fo much as the head of the flower, 
but only the flower itfelf pulled off from the head, 
as you peel rofe leaves from the bud. This remains 
in the water till it rots, and by much jumbling it 
diffolves to a liquid fubftance, like the indico; and — 
being fttled, and the water drawn off, che red 
nud i is made uP into rolls or cakes, and laid i into 
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the fun to dry. I never faw any made but at a place 

called the Angels in Jamaica, at Sir Thomas Mud- 

_ diford’s plantations, about twenty years fince: but 

was grubbed up while | was there, and the ground 

-otherwife employed. I believe there is none any 

where elfe on Jamaica, and even this probably was 

‘owing to the Spaniards, when they had that ifland. 

Indico is common enough in Jamaica. I obferved 

they planted it moft in fandy ground; they fow 

great fields of it, and I think they fow it every year ; 

but I never faw the feeds it bears. Indico is pro- 

duced all over the Welt Indies, on moft of the 

-Caribbee iflands, as well as the main; yet no part 

of the main yields fuch great quantities both of in- ' 
dico and otta as this country about Guatimala. I 
believe that otta is made now only by the Spaniards, 
for fince the deftroying that at the Angel’s planta- 
tion in Jamaica, I have not heard of any improve- 
ment made of this commodity by our countrymen 
any where ; and as to Jamaica, I have fince been 
informed, that it 1s wholly left off there. I know 
not what quantities either of indico or otta are made 
at Cuba or Hifpaniola: but the place moft ufed by 
our Jamaica floops for thefe things is the ifland 

~ Porto Rico, where our Jamaica traders ufed to buy ] 
indico for three rials, and otta for four rials the 
pound, which is but two fhillings and threepence of 
our money; and yet at the fame time otta was 
worth in Jamaica five fhillings the pound, and in- 
dico three fhillings and fixpence the pound; and 
_ even this alfo paid in goods, by which means alone 
they got fifty or fixty per cent. Our traders had 
not then found the-way of trading with the Spani- 
wards i in the bay of Honduras ; but captain Coxon 
~~ went thither (as I take it) at the beginning of the 
year 1679, under pretence to cut logwood, and 
“went i into the gulf of Matique, which is in the. bats 
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tom of that bay. There he landed with his canoes 

and took a whole ftore-houfe full of indico and 

otta in chefls, piled up in feveral parcels, and mark. 

ed with different marks ready to be fhiped off on 
board two fhips that then lay in the road purpoitely 

to take it in; butthele fhips could not come at him 

it being fhoal-water. He opened fome of the chefts’ 

of indico, and fuppofing the other chefts to be all 

of the fame {pecies, ordered his men to carry them 
away. ‘They immediately fet to work, and took 

the neareft at hand; and having carried out one 

they feized on another great pile of a different mark 
from the reft, intending to carry them away next. 

But a Spanifh gentleman, their prifoner, knowing © 

that there was a great deal more than they could 

carry away, defired them to take only fuch as be- 
Ionged to the merchants, (whofe marks he under- 

tock to fhew them) and to fpare fuch as had the 

fame mark with thofe in that great pile they were | 

then entering upon; becaule, he faid, thofe chefts - 
belonged to the fhip captains, who following the 
feas, as themfelves did, he hoped they would for 

that reafon rather {pare their goods than the merch- a 
ants. ‘Phey confented to his requeft: but upon 

their opening the chefts (which was not before they _ 
they came to Jamaica, where by ccnnivance they _ 
were permitted to fell them) they found that the 
Don had been too fharp for them ; the few chefts | 
which they had taken of the fame mark with the 
great pile proving to be otta, of greater value by. 
far than the other; whereas they might as well a 
have loaded the whole fhip with Oita, as with in- 
dico. - sie as, Bonk by a ae 
*The cechineal is an infeét, bred in a fort of fruit 
much like the prickle pear. The tree or fhrub = 
that bears it is like the prickle pear tree, about five 

tet high, and fo prickly ; only the leaves are not 
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quite fo big, but the fruit is bigger. On the top 
of the fruit t there crows a red flower: This flower, 
when the fruit is ripe, falls down on the top of the 


fruit, which then begins to open, and covers it fo, 


that no rain or dew can wet the infide. The next 
day, or two days after its falling down, the flower 
being then {corched away by the heat of the {un, 
the fruit opens as broad as the mouth of a pint pot, 
and the infide of the fruit is by this time full of 
fmall red infects, with curious thin wingh As 
‘they were bred here, fo here they would die for 
want of food, and ror in their hufks, (having by 
this time eaten up their mother ree did not the 
Indians, who plant large fieds of thefe trees, when 
once they perceive the fruit open, take care to 
drive them out; for they fpread under the branches 
of the tree a large linen cloth, and then with flicks 
fhake the Bancheas and fo difturb the poor infects, 
that they take wing to be gone, yet hovering {till 
over the head of their native tree, the heat ba the 
fun fo diforders them, that they prefently fall down 
dead on the cloth {pread for that purpofe, where 
the Indians let them remain two or three days long- 
er, till they are thoroughly dry. When they fly 
up they are red, when they fall down they are 
black; and when Gr{t they are quite dry they are 
white as the fheet wherein they, lye, sere the co- 
lour changes a little. after.» Thefe yield the much 
efteemed icarlet. The cochineal-trees are called by 
the Spaniards toonas : they are planted in the coun- 
try about Guatimala, and about Cheapo and Guax- 
aca, all three in the kingdom of Mexico. The 
filvefter is a red grain growing in a fruit much re- 
fembling the cochineal-fruic; as doth alfo the tree 
that bears it. There firft fhoots forth a yellow 
Ower, then comes the fruit, which is longer than 
the cochineal-fruit, The fruit being ripe opens 
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alfo very wide. The infide gene full of thele 
{mall feeds or grains, they fall out with the leaft 
touch or fhake, The Indians that gather them hold 
a difh under to receive the feed, and then fhake it 
down. Thefe trees grow wild; and eight or ten. 
of thefe fruits will yield an ounce of feed : but of 
the cochineal-fruits, three or four will yield an 
ounce of infects. The filvefter gives a colour al- 
molt as fair as the cochineal ; and fo like it, as to 
be often miftaken for it, but it is not near fo valu- 
able. I often made enquiry how the filvefter grows, 
and of the cochineal, but was never fully fatisfied, 
till I met a Spanifh g gentleman that lived thirty years 
in the a Indies, and fome years where thefe 
srow; and from him | had thefe relations. He 
was a very intelligent perfon, and pretended to be 
well acquainted in the bay of Campeachy; there- 
fore I examined him in many particulars concern- 
ing that bay, where I was well acquainted myfelf, 
living there three years. He gave very true and 
pertinent anfwers to all my demands, fo that I 
could have no diftruft of what he related. 
When we firft faw the mountain of Guatimala, 
we were by judgment twenty- -five leagues diftance 
from it. As we came nearer the Jand, it appeared 
higher and plainer, yet we faw no fire, but a little 
fmoak proceeding from it. The land by the fea was 
of a good height, yet but low in comparifon with 
that in the country. The fea for about eight or ten 
Jeagues from the thore, was full of floating trees, 
of driftswood!as ius called, (of which I Haee feen 
a grect deal, but no aides fo much as here), and 
pumice- -ftones floating, which probably are thrown 
out of the burning mountains, and wafhed down to 
the fhore by the rains, which are very violent and 
frequent in this country 5 and on the fide of Hon- 
duras it is exceffively wet. 
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The 24th day we were in lat. 14d. 30 m. north, 
and the weather more fettled. Then captain Town- 
ley took with him 106 men in nine canoes, and 
went away to the weftward, where he intended to 


-Jand, and rummage in the country for fome re- 


frefhment for our fick men, we having at this time 
near half our men fick, and many were dead, fince 
we left Rio Lexa. We in the fhips lay ftill with 
our topfails furled, and our courfes or lower fails 
hal’d up this day and the next, that captain Town- 
ley might get the ftart of us. 

The 26th day we made fail again, coafting to 
the weftward, having the wind at north and fair 
weather. Weran along by a tract of very high 
land, which came from the eaftward, more within 
land than we could fee, after we fell in with it, it 
bore us company for about ten leagues, and ended 
with a pretty gentle defcent towards the weft. 

There we had a perfect view of a pleafant low 
country, which feemed to be rich in pafturage for 
cattle. It was plentifully furnifhed with groves of 
green trees, mixed among the grafly favannahs: 

Here the land was fenced from the fea with high 
fandy hills, for the waves all along this coaft run 
high, and beat againft the fhore very boifteroufly, 
making the land wholly unapproachable in boats 


or canoes: So we coafted ftill along by this low 


land, eight or nine leagues farther, keeping clofe 
to the fhore for fear of miffing captain Townley. 
We lay by in the nignt, and in the day made eafy 
fail. 

The fecond day of October captain Townley 
came on board, he had coafted along the fhore in 
his canoes, feeking for an entrance, but tound none, 
At laft, being out of hopes to find any bay, creek, 
or river, into which he might fafely enter ; he put 
afhore on a fandy bay, but overfet all his canoes, 
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he had one man drowned, and feveral loft their 


arms, and fome of them that had not waxed up their 


cartridge or catouche boxes, wet all their powder, © 


Captain Townley with much ado got afhore, and 
dragged the Canoes up dry on the bay; then every 
man fearched his catouche-box, and drew the wet 
powder out of his gun, and provided to march in- 
to the country, but finding it full of great crecks 
which they could not ford, they were forced to re- 
turn again to their canoes. . In the night they made 
good fires to keep themfelves warm, the next 
‘morning two hundred Spaniards and Indians: fell 
on them, but weré immediately repulfed, and 
made greater fpeed back than they had done for- 
ward. Captain Townley followed them, but not 
far for feat of his canoes. ‘Thefe _men came from 
- Toguantapeque, a town that captain Townley went 
chiefly to feek, becaufe the Spanifh books make 
mention of a large rivér there; but whether it was. 
run away at this time, or rather captain Townley 
and his men were fhort-fighted, I know not; but 
they could not find ic. Loe Me 3 
Upon his return we prefently made fail, coafting 
fil weftward, having the’ wind at E.. Ni HE. fair 
weather and a frefh gale. We Kept within two. 
mile of the fhore, founding all the way ; and found 
at fix miles diftancé from land nineteen fathem ; at 
eight miles diftance, twenty-one fathom, erofs fand. 


We faw ‘no opening, nor fign of any place to land - 


at, fo we failed about twenty leagues farther, and 
came to a {mall high ifland called Tangola, where 
there is good anchorifg, The ifland is indifferent- 


ly well furnifhed with wood and water, and lieth | 


about a league from the fhore. The main againft 
the land is pretty high champaign favannah land 


by the fea; but two or three leagues within land it + 


is higher, and very woody. | a 
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We coafted a league farther and came to Gua- 
tulco. -This port is in lat. rg d. 30'm. it'is one of 
the beft in all this kingdom of Mexico. Near a 
mile from the mouth of the harbour, on the eaft. 
fide, there is a little ifland clofe by the fhore ; and 
on the weit fide of the mouth of the harbour there 
is a great hollow rock, which by the continual 
working of the fea in and out makes a great noife, 
and may be heard a great way. Every furge that 
‘comes in forces the water out of a little hole on its 
top, as out of a pipe, from whence it flies juft like 
the blowing of a whale; to which tke Spaniards 
-alfo liken it. They call this rock and fpout the 
' Buffadore; upon what account I know noc. Even 
in the calmeft feafons the fea beats in there, making 


ra | ’ 


the water {pout out at the hole, fo that this is al- 
'ways a good mark, to, find the harbour by. The 
harbour is about three miles deep, and one mile 
broad; it runs in N. W. but the: weit fide of the 
harbour i is beft to ride in for {mall fhips ; for there 
you may ride land-locked; whereas any where elfe 
you are open to the S. W. winds, which often blow 
here. . There is good clean ground any where, and 
goof gradual foundings from fixteen to fix fathom; 
it is bounded with a fmooth fandy fhore, very good 
to land at, and-at the bottom ot the harbour there 
is a fine brook of frefh water running into the fea. 
Here formerly ftood a fmal! Spanil fh 1 town, or vil- 
lage, which was. taken by fir Francis Drake; but 
now there is nothing remaining of it, befides a lit 
tle chapel ftanding among the trees, about two 
hundred paces from the fea. The land appears in 
{mail fhort ridges parallel to the fhore, and.to each 
other; the innermoft {till gradually higher than 
than that nearer the fhore, and they are all covered 
with very high flourifhing trees, that it is extraor- 


dinary 
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dinary pleafant and delightful to behold at a di- 
ftance: I have no where feen any thing like it. 


At this place captain Swan, who had been very © 


fick, came afhore, and all the fick men with him, 


and the furgeon to attend them. Captain Townley — 
again took a company of men with him, and went. 
into the country to feek for houfes or inhabitants. ” 


He marched away to the eaftward, and came to 
the river Cabalita, which is a {wilt river, yet deep, 
near the mouth, and about a league from Guatulco. 


‘There two of his men fwam over the river, and — 


took three Indians that were placed there as centi- 
nels, to watch for our coming. Thefe could none 
of them {peak Spanith ; yet our men by figns made 


them underftand, that they defired to know if there 
was any town or village near; who by the fiens 
which they made, gave our men to underftand, that — 


they could guide them to a fettlement; but there 


was no underftandiug by them, whether it was a — 


Spanifh or Indian fettlement, nor how far it was 
thither. They brought thefe Indians on board with 


them, and the next day, which was the 6th day of 


Odtober, captain Townley with 140 men, of whom 
I was one, went afhore again, taking one of thefe 
Indians with us for a guide to conduct us to this 
tettlement. Our men that ftaid on board filled our 
water, cut wood and mended our fails; and our 


Mofkito men ftruck three or four turtle every day. — 


They were a {mall fort of turtle, and not very iweet, 
yet very well efteemed by us all, becaufe we had 
eaten no flefh a great while. The 8th day we re- 


turned out of the country, having been about four-— 


teen miles directly within land ‘before we came to 


any fettlement. There we found a {mail Indian 
village, and in it a great quantity of vinellas ce , 


The 
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“The vinella_is a little cod full of fmall black 
feeds ; it is four or five inches long, about the big- 
nefs of the {tem of a tobacco leaf, and when dried 
much refembling it; fo that our privateers at firft 
have often thrown them away when they took any, 
wondering why the Spaniards fhould lay up tobacco 
ftems. This cod grows on a imall vine, which 
climbs about and fupports itfelf by the neighbour- » 
ing trees: it firft bears a yellow flower, from whence 
the cod afterwards proceeds. It is firft green, but 
when ripe turns yellow, then the Indians (whofe 
_manufaéture it is, and who fell it cheap to the Spa- 
niards) gather it, and lay it in the fun, which 
makes it foft ; then it changes to a chefnut colour. 
They prefs it frequently between their fingers, which 
makes it flat. If the Indians do any thing to them 
befides, I know not; but I have feen the Spaniards 
fleek them with oil. . | revel 
~’Thele vines grow plentifully at Bocca-toro, where 
I have gathered and tried to cure them, but could 
not, which makes me think that the Indians have 
fome fecret that I know not of to cure them. I 
have often afked the Spaniards how they were cured, 
but I never could meet with any could tell me. 
One Mr. Cree alfo,.a very curious perfon, who 
fpoke Spanifh well, and had been a privateer all his 
life; and feven years a prifoner among the Spani- 
ards at Portobello-and Carthagena, yet upon all his 
enquiry could not find any of them that underftood 
itr. Could we have learned the art of it, feveral of 
us would have gone to Bocca-toro yearly, at the 
dry feafon and cured them, and freighted our vel- 
fel. We there might have had turtle enough for 
food, and ftore of vinellas. Mr. Cree firft thewed 
me thofe at Bocca-toro. At, or near a town alfo, 
called Caihooca, in the bay of Campeachy, thefe 
cods are found. They are commonly fold for three 
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pence'a cod among the Spaniards. in the Weft Indies, 
and are fold by the druggift, for they are much 
ufed among chocolate to perfume it. Some will 
ufe them among tobacco, for it gives a delicate {cent. 
I never heard of any vinellas but here in this coun- 
Ys about Caihooca, and at Bocca-toro. 

The Indians of this village could {peak but lietle 
Spanith. They feemed to be a poor innocent peo- 
ple; and by them we underftood, that here. are 
very few Spaniards in thefe parts 5 yet all the Indi- 
ans hereabout are under them. . The land from the 
fea to their houfes is black earth, mix’d with fome 
ftones and rocks ;,.all: the way full of Very high 
trees. 

‘The tenth day we fent we canoes to the welts 
fect who were ordered to lie for us at port Angels, 
where we were in hopes that. by. fome means or 
other they might get prifoners, who might give us 
a better account of the country than at prelent we 
could have, and we followed them with our fhips; 
all our men being now pretty well recovered of the — 
fever which had raged amongft us ever fince we de- 
tase rom, Rio bane 


OH 5 Fs AR) pag pe sy: 
qbey fet eut from Guatulco ‘ind coaft ie to capa a 


° ¢o, touching at the feveral places on the coaft ; from 
~ -quhence they keep along the coaft to Cape Corientes, 


' thence tothe IfleChametlis and the gulf of oie : . | 


~ nia, and return to Cape Corientes. 


WT was the. seth of October: 1685, when 7a, 
J failed out of the harbour of Guatulco with our — 
fhips.. The land here lies along weft, and a little 
foutherly for about twenty or. thirty eguet and 


the fea. winds are. commonly at W. S. W. fome-_ “7 


times: 
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timeés at S. W. the land winds at N.. We had now 


‘ 
fair weather, and bur little wind. We coafted along q 
to the weftward, keeping as near the fhore as we i 
could for the benefit of the land winds, for the fea a tee 
winds were right againft us; and we found a cur &§ 
rent fetting to the eaftward which kept us back, and | 7 


obliged us to anchor at the ifland Sacrificio, which ae 
is a {mall green ifland about half a mile long. It oo 
lies about a league to the weft of Guatulco, and : 
about half a mile from the main. ‘There féems to 
be a fine bay to the weft of the ifland; but itis 
full of rocks. ‘The beft riding is between the ifland; 
and the main ; there you will have five or fix fathom 
water. ‘Here runs a pretty ftrong tide; the’ fea 
rifes and falls five or fix feet up and down. We 
The 18th day we failed from hence, coafting to 
the weftward after our canoes.’ We kept near “the 
fhore, which was all fandy bays; the country pret- 
_ ty high and woody, and a great fea tumbling’ in 
upon the fhore. The 22d day two of our canoes’ 
came on board, and told us they had been a great 
way to the weftward, but could not find port An~ 
gels, They had attempted to land the day before, 
 at/a place where they faw a great many bulls and 
cows feeding; in hopes to get fome of them, but 
the fea run fo high, that they overfet both canoes, 
wet all their arms, loft four guns and had one man 
_ drowned, and with much ado got'off again. They 
| 


could give no account of the other two canoes, for 
_ they loft company the firft night they went from 
eit and had not feen them fince. 

We were now abreaft of port Angels, tho’ ‘our’ 
men in the canoes did not know. it; therefore we 
went in and anchored there. This is a broad open’ 
_ bay, with two or three rocks atthe weft fide: Here 
#8 good anchoriug all over the bay, in thirty, twen- 
ys or twelve fathom water; but’ you mutt ride o- 
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pen to all winds, except the land, winds, till you: 
come into twelve or thirteen fathom water 5 then — 


you are fheltered from the W. S. W. which are 
the common trade winds. The tide rifes here about, 
five feet, the flood fets to the N. E. and the ebb to 
the S.W. The landing in this bay is’ bad: the place: 
of landing is clofe by the weft fide, behind a tew 
rocks; here always goes a great fwell. The Spa- 
niards compare this harbour for goodnefs to Gua-| 
tulco, but there is a great difference between them ;. 
for Guatulco:is almoft land-locked, and this an o- 
pen road, and no one would eafily know it by their 
character of it, but by its marks. and -its latitude, 
which'is 15 d. north, | For this reafon our canoes, 
which were fent from Guatulco and ordered to 
tarry: here for us, did not know it, (not thinking 


this to be that fine -harbour) and therefore went 
farther; two. of them as I faid before returned 


again, but the other two were not yet come to 
us. The land that. bounds this harbour 1s pret- 


ty high, the earth fandy and yellow, in fome places, 


red’; it is partly wood-land, partly favannahs.. The 
trees in the,woods.are large and tall, and the favan-, 


-nahs are plentifully ftored with very, kindly, grafs.. 


‘Two leagues to the eaft of this place is a beef farm, 
belonging to Don Diega dela Rofa. ss 


. The 23d day we landed about one hundred men. 
and marched thither, where we found plenty of fat, 


bulls and cows, feeding in the favannahs, and in: 


the houfe good ftore of {alt and maize, fome hogsy: 
and cocks and hens; but. the owners or overfeers) 


were ‘gone, We lay here two or three day feafting — 
on freth provifion,. but could not.contrive to carry; 

any quantity on board, becaufe the way was {o long, _ 
and our. men but weak, and a great wide river toj - 
ford; therefore we returned again from thence the — 


 26th.day, and brought every one a little beef on 
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pork for the men that taid on board. The two 
‘nights that we ftaid afhore at this place, we heard 
great droves of jackalls, as we fuppofed them to 
be, barking all night long, not far from us. None 
of us faw thefe, but I do verily believe they were 
jackalls, tho’ I never faw thofe creatures in Ame- 
rica, nor here any but at this time. We could not 
think that there were lef than thirty or forty ina 
company. We got on board in the evening, but 
did not yet hear any news of our two canoes. 

The 27th day in the morning we failed from 
hence, with the land wind at N. by W. The fea 
wind came about noon at W.S.W. and in the even- 
ing we anchored in fixteen fathom water, by a fmall 
rocky ifland, which lies about half a mile from the 
main, and fix leagues weftward from port Angels, 
The Spaniards give no account of this ifland in 
their pilot book. “The 28th day we failed again 
with the land-wind: in the afternoon the breeze 
_ blew hard, and we fprung our main topmait. This 
coat is full of fmall hills and valleys, and a great 

fea falls in upon the fhore. In the night we met 
with our other two canoes that went from us at 
Guatulco; they had been as far as Acapulco to 
feek Port Angels.. Coming back from thence they 
vent into a river to’get water and were encountered 
by 150 Spaniards, yet they filled’ their water in 
fpight of them, but had one man fhot through the 
thigh. Afterwards they went into a lagune, or lake 
‘of {alt water, where they found much dried fifh, 
‘and brought fome on board. We being now a- 
“breaft of that place, fent in a canoe mann’d with 
twelve men for more fifh. The mouth of this la- 
eune is not piftol-fhot wide, and on both fides are 
‘pretty high rocks, fo conveniently placed by nature, 
that) many men may abfcond behind, and within 
the rocks the lagune opens wide on both fides. The 
Ls SION | Aaz Spaniards 


374 The Vovaces and Anvewturzs of — 


Spaniards being alarmed by our two canoes that had 
been there two or three days before, came armed to 
this place to fecure their fifh, and feeing our canoe 
coming, they lay {nug behind the rocks, and fuf- 


fered the-canoe to pafs in, then they fired their vol- — 


ley, and wounded five of our, men. Our people 
were a little {urprized at this fudden adventure, yes 
fired their guns, and rowed. farther into the lagune, 
for they durft not venture to come out again thro’ 
the narrow entrance, which was near a quarter of a 
“mile in length. Therefore they rowed into the mid- 
dle ot the lagune, where they lay out of gun-fhot, 
and looked about to fee it there was not another 
paflage to get out at, broader than that by which 


they entered, but could fee none. So they lay ftill - 


two. days and three nights, in hopes that we fhould 


come to feek them; but we lay off at fea, about 


three leagues diftant, waiting for their return, fup- 
poling -by their long abfence that they had made 
ome greater difcovery, and were gone farther than 
the filh-range, becaufe it is ufual with privateers 
‘when they enter upon fuch defigns, to fearch far- 
ther than they propofed, if they met any encou- 
Fagement. But captain Townley and his bark be- 
ing nearer the fhore, heard fome guns fired in the 


dagune. So he mann’d his ¢anoe and went tc-— 


wards the fhore, and beating the Spaniards away 
trom the rocks, made.a free paflage for our men to 


Come out of their pound, where elfe they muft have | 


-been ftarved or knocked on the head by the Spani- 


ards, They came on board their. fhips again the — 
ne is about the lar,.of' 


.3itt of Odtober... This lagu 
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© From hence we made fail again, coafting to the 


-wellward, having fair weather and-a current fetting 


to the welt. The dtecond day, of November we pal- 
ofed by a rock,.called by the Spaniards the Alga- 
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trofs. The land hereabout is of an. indifferent: 
height, and woody, and more within the country. 
mountainous. Here are feven or: eight white cliffs: 
by the fea, which are very remarkable, becaufe there 
are none fo white, and fo thick together on all the 
coaft. They are five or fix miles to the weft of the 
Algatrofs rock. ‘There is a dangerous fhoal lies’ 
S. by W. from thefe cliffs, four or five miles off ati 
fea. Two leagues to the weft of thefe cliffs there 
is a pretty large river, which forms a fmall ifland at 
its mouth. The channel on the eaft fide is but 
fhoal and fandy, but the weft channel: is deep 
enough for canoes to enter. On the banks of this 
channel the Spaniards have made a breaftwork, to 
hinder an enemy from landing, or filling water. _ 
The 3d day we anchored abreaft of this river, 1a 
fourteen fathom water, abouta mile and a half off 
fhore, ‘The next morning we mann’d our canoes; 
and went afhore to the breaftwork with little re 
fittance, altho’ there were about 200 men to keep 
us off. They fired. about twenty or thirty guns at 
us, but feeing we were refolved to land, they quit- 
ted the place. One chief reafon why the Spaniards 
are fo frequently routed by us, altho” many times 
much our {uperiors in numbers, and in many places 
fortified with breaftworks is, their want of {mall 
fire-arms, for they have but few on all the fea coaft, 
unlefs near their larger garrifons. Here we found 
‘a great deal of falt, brought hither, as | judge, to 
falt fifh which they take in the lagunes. T he fifh 
I obferved ‘here moftly, were what we call {nooks} 
neither a fea-fith nor frefh water-fifth, but very nu- 
merous in thefe falt lakes. “This fith is about a foot 
long, round, and as thick as the fmall of a man’s 
leg, with a pretty long head: it hath fcales of a 
whitith colour, and is good meat, How the Spa» 
‘niards take them I know not, for we never found 
Gi Aa4 ) oon ANY 
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any nets, hooks, or lines, neither yet any bark, 


boat; or canoe among them on all this coaft, eutept 


the fhip I fhall fed intial at Acapulco. 


We marched two or three leagues into the coun- 
try, and met with but one houfe, where we took a 
Mulatta prifoner, who informed us of a fhip that 


was lately arrived at Acapulco; fhe came from Li- 
ma. Captain Townley wanting a good fhip thought 


now he had an opportunity of getting one, it he 


could perfuade his men to venture with him, into 
the harbour of Acapulco, and fetch this fhip out. 
Therefore he immediately propofed it, and found 
not only all his own men willing to affift him, but 
many of captain Swan’s men alfo, Captain Swan 
oppoled it, becaufe provifion being fcarce with us, 
he thought our time might be much better employ- 
ed in. firtt providing ourtelves with food, and here 
was plenty of maize in the river woh we now 
were, as we were informed by the fame prifoner, 
who offered to conduct us to the place where it was. 
But neither the prefent (eee nor captain Swan’s 
periuafion availed any thing, no nor yet their own 
intereft, for the great peli we had then in hand, 
was to lie and wait for a rich fhip which comes to 
_ Acapulco every year richly laden from the Phillip- 
pine iflands. But it was neceffary we fhould be well 
ftored with provifions, to enable us to cruize about, 
and wait the time.of her coming. However Town- 
ley’s party prevailing, we only fill’d our water here, 
and made ready to be gone. So the fifth day in 
the afternoon we failed again, coafting to the wett- 
ward towards Acapulco. ‘Che 7th day in the after- 
noon, being about twelve leagues from the fhore, 
weiaw the high Jand of Acapulco, which is very 
remarkable: tor there isa round hill ftanding be- 
tween other two hills.;) the wettermott of wihiehia is 
the big gelt and higheft,. sand hath two hillocks like 


two 
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two paps on its top; the eaftermoft hill is higher 
and fharper than the middlemoft. From the mid- 
die hill che land declines toward the fea, ending in 
a high round point.. There is no land fhaped Tike 
this on all the coatt. In the evening captain T’own- 
ley went away from the hip with 140 men in twelve 
canoes, to try to get the Lima ne out of Acapul- 
co harbour. 

Acapulco is a pretty large town 17 degrees north 
of the equator. It is the {ea- -port for ‘the city of 
Mexico, on the weft fide of the continent, as I.a 
Vera Cruz, or St. John d’Ulloa in the bay of Nova 
soe gh i is on the north fide. This town is the 
only place of trade on all this coait; for there is 
little or no traffic by fea on all the N. W. part of 
this vaft kingdom, here being, as I have faid nei- 
ther boats, barks nor fhips, that I could ever fee, 
unlefs only what come hither from other parts, and 
fome boats near the S. FE. end of California, as f 
guels by the intercourfe between that and the main, 


for pearl-fifhing. 


“The: hips that trade hither are only three, two 
that conftantly go once a year between this and Ma- 
nila, in Luconia, one of the Phillipine iflands, and 


‘one fhip more every year to and from Lima. This 


from Lima commonly arrives a little before Chrift- 


-mas; fhe brings them quick-filver, cocoa, and 


pieces of eight. “Here the {tays till the Manila fhips 
arrive, and Fthen takes in a cargo of fpices, filks, 
callicoes, and muflins, and other Eaft India com- 
modities for the ufe of Peru, and then returns to 
Lima. This is but a fimall veflel of twenty guns, 


but the two Manila fhips are each faid to be above 


tooo tons, ‘Thefe make their voyages alternately, 


fo that one or the other of them is always at the 
Manillas. When either of them fets out from A- 
ea pmilene it is. at) the latter end of March, or the 

beginning 
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beginning of April; fhe always touches to refrefh’ 
at Guam, one of the Ladrone iflands, in about 
iixty days {pace after fhe fets out. There fhe ftays 
but two or three days, and then profecutes her voy- 
age to Manila, where fhe commonly arrives fome- 
time in June. By that time the other is ready to 
fail from thence, laden with Eaft India commodi- 
ties. She ftretches away to the north as far as 36, 
or fometimes into 40 degrees of north lat. before 
the gets a wind to ftand over to the American fhore. 
She ‘fal lis in firft with the coaft of California, and 
then coafts along the fhore to the fouth again, and 
never miffes a wind to bring her away from thence 
to Acapulco. When fhe gets the leneth of cape 
St. Lucas, which is the fouthermoft point of Cali- 
fornia, fhe ftretches over to cape Corientes, which | 
is in about the 2oth degree of :north latitude; from 
thence fhe coafts along till fhe comes to Sallagua, 
and there fhe fets afhore paffengers, that are bound 
to the city of Mexico; from thence fhe makes her 
beft way coafting ftill along fhore, till fhe arrives 
at Acapulco, which is commonly about Chriftmas, 
never more than eight or ten days before or after. 
Upon the return of this fhip to Manila, the other, 
which ftays there till her arrival, takes her turn 
back to Acapulco. Sir John N arborough there- 
fore was impofed on by the Spaniards, who told him 
that there were eight fail or more that uled this 

trade. | | 
The port of Acapulco. is vety commodious for 
the reception of fhips, and fo large, that fome hun- 
dreds may fafely ride there: without damaging each 
other. There is'a fmall low ifland croffing the 
qnouth of the harbour; it is about a mile and a half 
long, and half a mile. broad, ftretching eaft: and 
welt. It leaves a good wide deep channel at each 
end, where fhips. may fatally go in or come out, 
fiiti cod taking 
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taking the advantage of the winds, they muft en- 
ter with the fea-wind, and go out with the land- 
wind, for thefe winds feldom or never fail to fuc- 
ceed each other alternately in their proper feafons 
of the day or night... The weitermoft channel is 


the narroweft, but fo deep, there is no anchoring, 


and.the Manila fhips pafs in that way, but the fhips 
from Lima enter on the S. W. channel. The har- 
bour runs in north about three miles, then growing 
yery narrow, it turns fhort about to the weft, and 
runs about. a mile farther, where it ends. The 
town itands on the N. W. fide, at the mouth of 
this narrow paflage, clofe by the fea, and at the 
end of the town there is a platform with a great | 
many guns. Oppofite to the town on the eaft fide 
ftands a high ftrong caftle, faid to have forty guns 
of a very great bore, Ships commonly ride near 
the bottom of the harbour, under the command 
both of the caftle and platform. 

_, Captain Townley, who, as I faid before, with 
140 men, left our fhips on a defign to fetch the 
Lima fhip out of the harbour, had not rowed above 
three or four leagues before the voyage was like to 
end with all their lives ; for on a fudden they were 
encountered with a violent tornado from the fhore, 
which had like to have foundered all the canoes ; 
but they efcaped that danger, and the fecond night 
got fafé into Port Marquis, which is a very good 
harbour, a league to the eaft of Acapulco harbour. 
Here they ftaid all the next day to dry themielves, 
their cloths, their arms and ammunition, and the 
next night they rowed fottly into the Acapulco har- 
bour; and becaufe they would not be heard, they 


~ halled in their oars, and paddled as foftly as if they 


hhad been feeking manatee. They paddled clofe to 
the caftle, then itruck over to the town, and found 
the thip riding between the breaft-work and the sh 
scr : within 
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within about one hundred yards of each. When 


they had well viewed her, and confidered the dan- 
ger of the defign, they thought it not poffible to 


accomplifh it ; therefore they paddled foftly back 


again, "till they were out of command of the forts, 
and then went to land, and fell in among a com- 
pany of Spanifh foldiers (for the Spaniards having 
feen them the day before, had fet guards along the 
coaft) who immediately fired at them, but did them 
no damage, only made them retire farther from the 
fhore. ‘they lay afterwards at the mouth of the 


harbour ’till it was day, to take a view of the town 


and caftle, and then returned on board again, be- 
ing tired, hungry, and forry for their difappoint- 
ment. 

The 11th day we made fail again further on to 
the weftward, with the land-wind, which is com- 
monly at N. E. but the fea-winds are at S. W. We 
paffed by a long fandy bay of above twenty leagues. 
All the way along it the fea falls with fuch force 
on the fhore, that it is impoffible to come near it 
with boat or canoe, yet it is good clean ground, and 
good anchoring a mile or two from the fhore. The 
land by the fea is low, and indifferent fertile, pro- 
ducing many forts of trees, efpecially the {preading 


palm, which grows in {pots from one end of the 


bay to the other. 

The palm-tree is as big as an ordinary ath, grow- 
ing about twenty or thirty feet high. The body is 
clear from boughs or branches, ’till juft at the head, 
there it fpreads forth many large green branches, 
not much unlike the cabbage-tree before defcribed. 
Thefe branches alfo grow in many places (as in Ja- 
maica, Darien, the bay of Campeachy, &c.) from 


a ftump not above a foot or two high ;. whieh is not 
the remains of 4 tree cut down, for none of thefe 
te vy trees will ever ‘grow again when they have 


once 
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once loft their head; but are a fort of dwarf-palm, 
and the branches which grow from the ftump, are 
- not fo large as thofe that grow on the great tree. 
Thefe fmaller branches. are ufed both in the Eaft 
and Weft Indies for thatching houfes; they are ve- 
ry lafting and fervicable, much furpaffing the pal- 
meto. For this thatch, if well Jaid on, willl en- 
dure five or fix years ; and this is called by the Spa- 
niards the palmeto royal... The Englifh at Jamaica _ 
give it the fame name. Whether thts be the fame 
which they in Guinea get the palm wine from I 
know not; but I know that it is like this. . 
‘The land in the country is full of fmall peeked 
barren hills, making as many little valleys, which 
appear flourifhing and green. At the weft end of 
this bay is the hill of Petaplan, in lat: 17 d. 30 m., 
north. This is a round point ftretching out into 
the fea, and at a diftance feems to be an ifland. A 
little to the weft of this hill are feveral round rocks, 
which we left without us, fteering in between them 
and. the round point, where we had eleven fathom 
water. We came to an anchor on the north weit 
fide of the hill, and went afhore about one hundred 
and feventy men of us, and marched into the coun- 
try twelve or fourteen miles. “here we came to a 
poor Indian village that did not afford us a meal of 
victuals. . The people all fled, only a Mulatta wo- 
man, and three or four fmall children, who 
were taken and brought on board. She told us 
that a carrier (one who drives a caravan of mules) 
was going to Acapulco laden with flour and other 
goods, but [topped in the road for fear of us, a lite 
tle to the welt of this village, (for he had heard of 
our being on this coa{ft) and fhe thought he ftill re- 
! mained there ; and therefore ic was we kept the wo- 
man to be our guide to carry us tocthat place. At 
a ow | | - this 
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this place where we now lay our Mofkitornen ftruck 
fome imall turtle, and many {mall jew-fifh. 9 
_ The jew-fith isa very good fifh, and I judge fs 
called iy the Englith, becaufe it hath many tcales 
and fins, shereiges a clean fifh according to the Les 
vitical law, and the Jews at Jamaica buy them, and 
eat them very freely. It isa very large fifh, fhaped 
much like a. cod, but a great deal bigger one 
will weigh three, foul or five hundred weight. It- 
hath a large head, with great fins and fcales; as 
big as an half. crown, ee ae to the bigneis of 
his body..-) Ir ois very fweet meat, and commonly 
fat. This fith lives among rocks there are plen- 
ty of them in the Weft Indies. about Jamaica, and 
the coaft of Caraccas, but enlally 8 in thefe gi oe 
cially more weftward, 9° >>: | 
“We. wenti for hence: with our hips ae rch 
day, and fteered weft about two leagues farther, to 
a place cajled Chequetan. | A mile and a half from 
the fhore there is a {mall key, and within it is @ ve+ 
ry good harbour where fhips may careen; there is 
alfo a imall-river of frefh water, and wood enough. 
The fourteenth day in the morning we went 
with ninty-five: men in fix canoes to feek for the 
carrier, taking the Mulatto woman for our guides 
but captain Townley would not go with us. Bes 
fore day we landed at a place called Eftapa, a league 
to the weft of Chequetan. The woman was. well 
acquainted here, having been often at this place for 
mufcles, as fhe told us, for here are great plenty 
of them: they feem in all refpects like our Enclifh 
mufcles. She carried us through the pathlefs wood 


: by the fide of a river, for about a league; then we — 


came into a favannah full of bulls and cows, and 
here the carrier was lying at the eftantion-houfé 
with his mules, not having dared to advance alk 


this while, as not knowing where we lay 3 fo his 


Own 
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own fear made him, his mules, and.all his goods, 
become a prey to us... He had forty packs of flour, 
fome chocolate,.a great many fmall cheefes, and 
abundance. of earthen ware. The eatables we. 
brought away, but the earthen veffels we had no 8 
occafion. for, and therefore left them. The mules og 
were about fixty, we brought our prize with them og 
to. the fhore, and fo turned them-away. Here we : 
alfo killed fome, cows, and. brought with us to our 
canoes. In the afternoon our fhips came to an an- 
chor half a mile from the place .where we landed, 
and then we went on board. Captain Townley fee- 
ing our good fuccefs, .went afhore with his.men to 
kill fome cows, for here were no inhabitants near 
_ to oppofe us. The land is very woody, of a good 
fertile foil, watered with many {mall rivers; yet it 
hath. but few, inhabitants near the fea. Captain 
Townley killed eighteen beefs, and after he came 
on board, our men, contrary to captain Swan’s in- 
_ clination, gave captain. Townley-part of the flour 
which.we took, alhore. Afterwards we gave the 
woman fome cloths for her and her children, and: 
put her and two of them afhore ; but one of them, 
a very pretty boy, about feven or eight years old, 
captain Swan kept.. The woman cried, and beg-- 
ged hard to have him,, but captain Swan would not, 
but promifed to make much of him, and was as 
cood as his word. . He proved afterwards a very 
fine boy for wit, courage and dexterity; [ have often 
wondered at his expreffions and actions. 

The. 21ft day in the evening, we failed hence. 
with the land-wind... The land-winds on this part 
of the coaft are at north, and the, fea-winds at W. 
S. W.... We had fair weather, and coafted along to 
the weftward, The. land is, high, and full of rag- 
ged hills; and weit from thele ragged hills, the, 
_ dand makes many pleafant and: fruitful valleys a-. 
! mong 


O's & 


384 The Vovacts and Apventures of 


mong the mountains. The 25th day we were a- 


breft of a very remarkable hill, which towring 
above the reft of its fellows, is divided in the top, 
and makes two {mall parts. It is'in lat. 18 d. 8 m. 


north. The Spaniards make’ mention of a town 
called’ Thelupan near this hill, which we would’ 
have vifited if we could have found the way to it. 
The 26th day, captain Swan and captain Townley, 
with 200 men, of whom I was one,: went in our: 
canoes to feel for the city of Colima, a rich place’ 
by aah but how far within land I could never’ 
Jearn; for as [ faid before, here is no trade by fea, 
and nevarels we could never get guides to inform: 
us or conduct us to any town, but one or two on 
this coaft ; and there is never a town that lieth open 
to the fea but Acapulco, therefore our fearch was: 
commonly fruitlefs, for we rowed above twenty: 
leagues along fhore, and found it a very bad coatt 
to land: we faw no houfe, nor fign of inhabitants, 
although we pafled by a fine valley, called the val- 
ley of ” Maguella ; ; only at two places, the one at 
our firtt fetting out on this expedition, and the o- 
ther at the end of it, we faw a horfeman fet, as we 
fuppofed, as a centinel to watch us. At both places: 
we landed with difficulty, and at each place we fol- 
lowed the track of the horfe on the fandy bay, but 


where they entered the woods, we loft the track, 
and although we diligently fearched for it, yet we’ 
could not find j it, and were perteétly at a lofs to find: 
out the houfes or town they came from. The 28th 
day, being tired and hopelets to find any town, we 
went on board our fhips, that were now come abrealt 
ot the place where we were; for always when we CAN, 
our fhips, we either order a certain place of meeting, 

or elfe leave them.a fign to know where we are,. By 
making one or more great fmoaks; yet we had all 


Anke to have been ruined by fuch a wi Nie as this in a 
Agr: 
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met voyage, under captain Sharp, when we made | i 
that unfortunate attempt upon «rica, which 1s men- | 
tioned in the hiftory of the Buccaneers. For upon 
the routing our men, and taking feveral of them, 
fome of thoie fo taken told the Spaniards, that it was 
agreed between them and their companions onboard, 
‘to make two great {moaks at a diftance from cach o- 
ther, as foon as the town fhould be taken, as a 
fignal to the fhip, that it might fafely enter the 
harbour. The Spaniards made thele imoaks pre- 
fently ; I was then among thofe who ftayed on 
board, and whether the fignal was not exactly 
made, or fome other difcouragement happened, I 
remember not; but we forbore going in, till we 
- faw our f{cattered crew coming off in their canoes. 
_ Had we entered the port upon the talfe fignal, we 
- “muft have been taken or funk, for we mutt have 
- ~paffed clofe by the fort, and could have had no 
wind to bring us out, till the land wind fhould rife 
in the night. | ke ? 
- But to our prefent voyage: After we came on 
‘board, we {aw the volcano of Colima. This is a 
very high mountain, in about 18 d. 36 m. north, 
ftanding five or fix leagues from the fea, in the 
“midft of a pleafant valley. It appears with two 
fharp peeks, from each of which always iffue ames 
of fire or fmoak. The valley in which this volcana 
ftands is called the Valley of Colima, from the 
- town itfelf, which ftands not far from the volcano. 
‘The town is faid to be great and rich, the chief of 
Vall its neighbourhood; and the valley in which it 
js feated, by the relation which the Spaniards give 
of it, is the moft pleafant and fruittul valley in all 
the kingdom of Mexico. This valley is about ten 
or twelve leagues wide near the fea, where it makes 
a {mall bay, but how far the vale runs into the 
country I know not. It is faid to be full of cocoa- 
MNO. 12. pat ‘id ees ~~ gardens, 
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pardons, fields of corn, wheat, and plantain- walks. 


The neighbouring fea is bounded with a fandy — 


fhore ; but there i is. no going afhore for the violence 
“of the waves. The land within it is low all along, 
and woody for about two leagues from the eaft fide, 
at the end of the woods there is a deep river runs 
-out.into the fea: but it hath fuch a great bar, or 
fandy fhoal, that when we were here. no boat or 
Canoe cou id poflibly enter, the fea running fo high 
upon the bar; otherwife, I judge, we fhould have 
made fome farther difcovery into this pleafant val- 
ley... On the weft fide of the river the favannah 


land begins, and runs to the other. fide of the val- — 


ley. “We had. but little wind when we came on 
board, therefore we lay off this bay that alterngen 
and the night enfuing.. 


The 29th day our captains went away from. ea 
Ahips. with 200 men, intending at the firft conve-_ 


nient place, to land and fearch about for a path.: 
for the Spanifh books make mention of two or 


three other towns hereabouts, efpecially one called 


Sallagua, to the weft of this bay. Our canoes 
rowed along as near the fhore as they could; but 
the fea went fo high that they could not land. A- 
bout ten or Seven o’clock, two horfemen ‘came 
near the fhore, and one of them took a bottle out 
of his pocket, and drank to our men; while he 


was drinking, one of our men fnatched up his gun, 


‘let drive at him, and killed his horfe : fo his con- 


‘fort immediately. fet fpurs to his horfe and rode 
away, leaving the other to come after on foot. But. 


he being booted, made but flow hafte ; therefore 
two of our men ftriped themfelves, and fwam a; 
fhore to take him, but he had a ‘macheat, or long 
knife, wherewith ‘he kept them both from feizing 
him, they having nothing in their hands wherewith 


to defend themfelves, or "offend him, The goth 
‘y day 


f 
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day our men came all on board again, for they 
could not find any place to land in. | 
The firit day of December we paffed by the port 

of Sallagua. This port is in lat 18d.52 m. Ie 
is only a pretty deep bay, divided in the middle 
with a rocky point, which makes, as it were, two 
harbours. Ships may ride fecurely in either, but 
the weft harbour is the beft: there is good anchor- 
ing any where in ten or twelve fathom, and a brook 
of frefh water runs into the fea. Here we fawa 
great new thatched houfe, and a great many Spa- 
niards both horfe and foot, with drums beating, and 
colours flying, in defiance of us as we thought. 
We took no notice of them till the next morning, 
and then we landed about 200 men to try their 
courage, but they prefently withdréw. The foot 
never ftayed to exchange one fhot, but the horfe- 
men ftayed till two or three were knocked down, 
and then they drew off, our men purfuing them: 
At laft two of our men took two horfes that had 
loft their riders, and mounting them, rode. after 
the Spaniards full drive till they came among them, 
thinking to have taken a prifoner for intelligence, 
but had like to have been taken themfelves ; for 
four Spaniards furrounded them, after they had 
difcharged their piftols, and unhorfed them ; and 
if fome of our beft footmen had not come to their 
fefcue, they muft have yielded, or have been kil- 
led. They were both cut in two or three places, 
but theit wounds were not mortal. The four Spa- 
niards got away before our men could hurt them, 
and mounting their horfes fpeeded after their con- 
forts, who were marched away into the country. 
Our men finding a broad road leading into the 
country, followed it about four leagues in a dry 
ftoney country, full of fhort woods, but finding no 
fign of inhabitants they returned again, In their 
Bba2 way 
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way back they took two mulattos, who were not 
able to march as faft as their conforts, therefore. 
they had fkulked in the woods, and by that means 
thought to have efcaped our men, Thefe priloners 
informed us, that this great road led to a great city 
called Oarrha, from whence many of thofe horfe- 
men before fpoken of came: that this city was di- 
ftant from hence as far as a horfe will go in four 
days, and that there is no place of confequence 
nearer ; that the country is very poor, and thinly 
inhabited. They faid alfo, that thefe men came to 
affift the Phillippine fhips that was every day ex- 
pected here, to put afhore paflengers for Mexico. 
The Spanith pilot-books mention a town alfo cailed 
Sallagua hereabouts, but we could not find it, nor 
hear any thing of it by our prifoners, e 
‘We now intended to cruize off of cape Corien- 
tes, to wait for the Phillippine fhip. So the 6th 
day of December we fet fail, coafting to the wet- 
wards, towards cape Corientes. We had fair wea- 
ther, and but little wind; the fea breezes at N. W. 
and the land-wind at N. The land is of an indif- 
ferent height, full of ragged points, which at a 
diftance appear like iflands; the country 1s very 
woody, but the trees are not high, nor very big. 
Here I was taken fick of a fever and ague that 
afterwards turned to a dropfy, which I laboured 


under a long time after; and many of our men died 


of this diftemper, though our furgeons ufed their 
ereateft {kill to preferve their lives. The dropfy is 
a general diftemper on this coaft, and the natives 
fay, that the beft remedy they can find for it is the 
ftone or cod of an allegator (of which they have 
four, one near each leg, within the flefh) pulve- 
rized and drunk in water: this receipt we alfo — 
found mentioned in an almanack made at Mexico: _ 
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I would have tried it, but we found no allegators 
here, though there are feveral. 

There are many good harbours between Sallagua 
and cape corientes ; but we paffed by them all. As 
we drew near the cape, the land by the fea appear- 
ed of an indifferent height, full of white cliffs, but 
in the country the land is high and barren, and full 
of fharp peeked hills, unpleafant tothe ight. To 
the weft of this ragged Jand is a chain of mountains 
running parallel with the fhore; they end on the 
weft with a gentle defcent, but on the eaft fide they 
keep their height, ending with a high {teep moun- 
tain, which hath three imall fharp peeked tops, 
fomewhat refembling a crown ; and therefore called 

by the Spaniards, Coronada, the Crown Land. 
The r1d day we were fair in fight of cape Cori- 
entes; it bore N. by W. and the Crown Land N, 
The cape is of an indifferent height with fteep rocks 
to the fea. It is fat and even on the top, covered 
with woods. The land in the country is high and 
doubled. This cape lies in 20 d. 28 m. north. I 
find its longitude from Teneriff to be 230 d 56 m. 
but I keep my longitude weftward, according to 
our courfe, and according to this reckoning, I find 
it is from the Lizard in England 121d. 41 m. fo 
that the difference of time is eight hours, and ale 

moft fix minutes. | 

Here we had refolved to cruize for the Phillip- 
pine fhip, becaufe fhe always makes this cape in her 
voyage homeward. We were (as I have faid) four 
fhips in company ; captain Swan, and his tenders 
captain Townley, and his tender. It was fo or- 
dered, that captain Swan fhould lie eight or ten 
leagues off fhore, and the reft about a league di- 
{tant each from the other, between him and the 
cape, that fo we might not mifs the Phillippine 
hip ; but we wanted provifion, and _apiedh 
| ent 
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fent captain Townley’s bark, with fifty or fixty men 
to the weft of the cape, to fearch about for fome 
town or plantations, where we might get provifion 
of any fort. The reft of us in the mean time cruiz- 
ing in our ftations. The 17th day the bark came 
to us again, but had got nothing, for they could 
not get about the cape, becaufe “the wind on this 
coaft, is commonly between the N. W. and. the 
S. W. which makes it very difficult getting to the 
weftward; but they left four canoes with forty-fix 
men at the cape, who refolved to row to the welt- 
ward. ‘The 18th day we failed to the keys of Cha- 
metly to fill our water. 
Charels are about fixteen or eighteen leagues to 
the eaftward of cape Corientes. They are {mall, 

low, and woody, environed with rocks ; there are 
five of them lying in the form of a half moon, not 
amile from the fhore, and between them and the 
main, is very good riding, fecure from any wind. 


The Spaniards report, that here live fifhermen, to 
fifh for the inhabitants of the city of Purification. 


This is faid to be a large town, the beft hereabout, 
but is fourteen leagues t up in the country. 

The 2oth inftant we entered within thefe iflands, 
paffing on the S, E. fide, and anchored between the 
iflands and the main, in five fathom clean fand. 


Here we found good frefh water and wood, and 


caught plenty of. rock fifh with hook and line, a , 
fort of fith I defcribed at the ifle of Juan Fernandes, 
but we faw no fign of inhabitants, befides three or 
four old hutts ; therefore I believe that the Spanifh 
or Indian fifhermen, come hither only. at Lent, or 
for fome other fuch feafon, but do not live here con- 
flantly. The 21f day. captain Townley went away 


with Jot fixty men to take an Indian. village, - 
feven or eight leagues from hence to the wettward 


more towards the Cape, ane the next day we went 
to 


Thefe keys or iflands of 
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to cruize off the cape, where captain Townley was 
to meet us. The 24th day, as we were cruizing 
off the cape, the four canoes before mentioned 
which captain Townley’s bark left at the cape, came 
off tous. They, after the bark left them, paft to 
the weft of the cape, and rowed into the valley 
Valderas, or pérhaps Val d’ Iris, for it fignifies the 
valley of flags. 
_ This valley lies in the bottom of a pretty deep 
_ bay, that runs: in between cape Corientes on the 
S.E. and the point of Pontique on the N.W. which 
two places are about ten leagues afunder. The val- 
ley is about three leagues wide; there is a level 
fandy bay againft the fea, and good {mooth landing 
In the midft of the bay is a fine river, whereinto 
boats may enter; but it is brackifh at the latter end 
of the dry feafon, in February, March, and part 
of April. I hall fpeak more of the feafons in my 
chapter of winds, in the appendix, This valley is 
bounded within land, with a {mall green hill, that 
makes a very gentle defcent into the valley, and 
affords a very pleafant profpect to fea-ward. It is 
enriched with fruitful favannahs, mix’d with groves 
of trees fit for any ufe, befides fruit trees in abund- 
ance, as guava’s, oranges and limes, which here 
grow wild in fuch plenty, as if nature had defigned 
_ it only for a garden. The favannahs are full of fat 
bulls and cows, and fome horfes, but no houfe in 
) fight. . | “ne | 
| “When our canoes came to this pleafant valley, 
they landed thirty feven men, and marched into the 
country feeking for fome houfes. They had not 
gone paft three miles before they were attacked by 
150 Spaniards, horfe and foot. ‘There was a fmall 
thin wood clofe by them, into which our men ree 
treated, to fecured themfelves from the fury of the 
horfe ; yet the Spaniards rode in.among them, and 
attacked 
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attacked them very furioufly, till the Spanith cap- 
tain and feventeen more, tumbled dead off their 
horfes : ; then the reft retreated, being many of them 
wounded. We loft four men, and had two defpe- 
raicly wounded. In this ation, the toot, who were 
armed with lances and fwords, and were ‘the ereat- 
eft number, nevermade any attack ; the horfemen 
had each a brace of piftols, and fome fhort guns. 
If the toot had come in, they had certainly deftroy- 
ed all our men. When the {kirmifh was over, our 
men placed the two wounded men on horfes, and 
came to their canoes ; there they killed one of the 


horfles, and drefs’d i it, being afraid to venture into 


the favannah to kill a bullock, of which there was 
{tore. When they had eaten, and fatisfied them- 
felves, they returned on board. The 25th day, be- 
ing Chriftmas, we cruifed ‘i in pretty near the cape, 
me fent in three canoes with the ftrikers to get 


_ fith, being defirous to. have a Chriftmas dinner. “In 


the afternoon they returned aboard with three great 
jew-fith, which feafted us all; and the next day 
we fent ‘afhore our canoes, and got three or four 
more. 

Captain Townly, who went iis us at Chametly, 
came aboard the 28th day, and brought about forty 
bufhels of maize. He had landed to the eaftward 


_ of cape Corrientes, and marched to an Indian yil- 


lage, that is four or five leagues in the country. 
The Indians feeing him coming, fet two houfes on 
fire, that were full of maize, ‘and run away ; yet 
he and his men got, in other houtes, as much as 
they could bring down ¢ on their backs, which he 
brought aboard. 

“We cruized off the cape till the firft day « of Ja- 
nuary, 1686, and then made towards the yalley 
Valderas, to ‘hunt beef ; and before night anchored. 


in the bottom of the bay, in fixty fathom water, 
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a mile from the fhore. Here we ftay’d hunting till 
the 7th day, and capt. Swan and capt. Townley 
went afhore every morning with about 140 men, 
and marched to a {mall hill, where they remain’d 
with fifty or fixty men to watch the Spaniards, who 
appeared in great companies on other hills not far 
diitant, but never attempted any thing againft our 
men. Here we killed and falted above two months 
meat, befides what we fpent frefh, and might have 
killed as much more, if we had been better ftored 
with fal. Our hopes of meeting the Phillippine 
fhip were now oyer; for we all concluded, that 
while we were neceffitated to hunt here for provifion, 

_ fhe had paffed by to the eaftward, as indeed fhe was, 
as we underftood afterwards by prifoners. So this 
defign tail’d through captain Townly’s eagernefs af- 
ter the Lima hip, which he attempted in Acapulco 
harbour, as I have related. For though we took 
a little flour hard by, yet the fame guide which 
told us of that fhip would have conduéted us where 
we might have had ftore of beef and maize; but 
inftead thereof we loft both our time and the oppor- 
tunity of providing ourfelves, and fo were forced 
to be vidtualling when we fhould have been cruiz- 

ing off cape Corientes, in expectation of the Ma- 
nila fhip. 

_. Hitherto we had coafted along here with two dif- 
ferent defigns. The one was to get the Manila 
fhip, which would have enriched us beyond mea- 

~ fure ; and this captain Townley was moft for. Sir 

_. Thomas Cavendifh formerly took the Manila fhip 

| off cape St. Lucas, in California (where we alfo 

| would have waited for her, had we been early e- 
-nough ftored with provifions, to have met her there) 
and threw much rich goods overboard. The other 

 defign, which captain Swan and our crew were moft 
igs was, to fearch along the coaft for rich towns, 


and 
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and mines chiefly of gold and filver, which» we 
were aflured were in this country, and we hoped 
near the fhore; not knowing (as we afterwards 
found) that it was in effeét an inland country ; its 
wealth remote from the fouth fea coaft, and having 
little or no commerce with it; its trade being dri- 
ven ealtward. with Europe by La Vera Cruz. Yet 
we had ftill fome expectation of mines, and fo re- 
folved to fteer on farther northward. But captain | 
Townley, who had no other defign in coming on 
this coaft, but to meet this fhip, refolved to return. 
again towards the coaft of Peru. hate ath 

In all this voyage on the Mexican coaft we had 
with us.a captain and two or three of his men of our - 
friendly Indians of the ifthmus of Darien, who hav- 
ing conducted over fome parties of our privateers, 
and exprefling a defire to go along with us, were 
received and kindly entertained on board our fhips; 
and we were pleafed in having, by this means, 
guides ready provided, fhould we be for returning 
over land, as feveral of us thought to do, rather 
than fail round about. But at this time, we of 
captain Swan’s fhip defigning farther to the north — 
weft, and captain Townley'going back, we com- 
mitted thefe our Indian friends to his care, to car- 
‘ry them home. So here we parted, he to the eaft- 
ward and we to the weftward, intending to fearch 
as far to the weftward as the Spaniards were fettled. 

It was the 7th day of January in the morning 
when we failed from this pleafant valley. The wind 
was at N.E, and the weather fair. At eleven 
o'clock the fea-wind came N. W. Before night we 
palled by point Pontique: this is the weft point of 
the bay of the valley of Valderas, and is diftant 
from cape Corientes ten leagues. This point is in 
Jat. 20d. 50 m. north; it. is high, round, rocky 
and barren, At a diftance it appears like an pea 
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A league to the weft of this point are two fmall 
barren iflands, called the iflands of Pontique : there 
are feveral high, fharp, white rocks, that lie fcat- 
tering about them. We paft between thefe rocky 
iflands on the left, and the main on the right, for 
there 1s no danger. The fea coaft beyond this point 
runs northward for about eighteen leagues, making 
many ragged points, with {mall fandy bays between 
them. Ihe land by the fea fide is low and pretty 
woody ; but in the country full of high, tharp, 
barren, rugged unpleafant hills. art 
The 14th day we had fight of a fmall white 
rock, which appears very much like a fhip under 
fail. . This rock is in lat. 21. dr. 15 m. it is three 
leagues from the main. There is a good channel 
between it and the main, where you will have 
twelve or fourteen fathom water near the ifland ; 
but running nearer the main you will have gradual 
foundings, till you come in with the fhore. At 
night we anchored in.fix fathom water, near a 
league from the main, in good oozy ground. We 
caught a great many cat-fifh here; and at feveral 
places on this coaft, both before and after this. 
_ From this ifland the land runs more northerly, 
making a fair fandy bay ; but the fea falls in with . 
fuch violence on the fhore, that there is no Jand- 
ing, but very. good anchoring on all the coaft, and 
gradual foundings. About a league off fhore.you 
will have fix fathom, and four miles of fhore you 
will have feven fathom water. We came to an 
anchor every evening, and in the mornings we 
failed off with the land-wind, which we found at 
N. E. and the fea-breezes at N. W. | | 
The 20th day we anchored about three miles on 
the eaft fide of the iflandsChametly, different from 
thofe of that name before-mentioned ; for thefe are 
fix {mall iflands, in lat. 23d. 11m, a little to the 
— fouth 
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fouth of the tropick of Cancer, and about three 
leagues from the main, where a falt-lake hath its 
out-let into the fea. Thefe ifles are of an indif- 
ferent height; fome of them have a few fhrubby 
bufhes ; the reft are bare of any fort of wood. They’ 
are rocky round by the fea: only one or two of them 
have fandy bays on the north. There is a fort of 
fruit growing on thefe iflands called penguins; and 
*tis all the fruit they have. : | | 
The penguin fruit is of two forts, the yellow and 
the red. The yellow penguin grows on a green 
ftem, as big as a man’s arm, above a foot high 
from the ground ; the leaves of this ftalk are half 
a foot long, and an inch broad ; the edges are full 
of fharp prickles. The fruit grows at the head of 
the italk, in two or three great clufters, fixteen or 
twenty inaclufter. The fruit is as big as a pul- 
lets egg, of a round form, and in colour yellow. 
Ie has a thick fkin or rind, and the infide is full of 
{mall black feeds, mix’d among the fruit. It is” 
fharp pleafant fruit. The red penguin is of the’ 
bignefs and colour of a {mall dry onion, and is in 
fhape much like a nine pin; for it grows, not on a 
ftalk or ftem, as the other, but one end on the 
ground, the other {tanding upright. Sixty or fe- 
venty grow thus together as clofe as they can ftand 
one by any another, and all from the fame root, 
or clufter of roots. Thefe penguins are encom- 
paffed or fenced with long leaves, about a foot and 
an half or two feet long, and prickly like the for- 
mer, and the fruit too is much alike.’ They are 
both wholetome, and never offend the ftomach : 
but thofe that eat many will find a heat or tickling 
in their fundament. They grow fo plentifully in 
the bay of Campeachy, that there is no pafling for 
their high prickly ‘leaves, 08 Qi in aes 
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There are fome guanoes on thefe iflands, but no 
other fort of land-animal. The bays about the 
iflands are fometimes vifited with feal, and this was 
the firft place where I had feen any of thefe animals 
on the north fide of the equator, in thefe feas ; for 
the fifth on this fandy coaft lie moft in the lagunes 
or falt-lakes, and mouths of rives ; but the feals 
come not much there, as I judge: for this being 
no rocky coaft, where fifh refort moft, there feems 
to be but little food for feals. unlefs they will ven- 
ture upon cat-fifh. 

Captain Swan went away from hence with one 
hundred men in our canoes, to the northward to 
feek for the river Coolecan, poffibly the fame with 
the river of Paftla, which fome maps lay down in 
in the province or region of Cullacan. This river 

lies in about 24 d.N, lat. We were informed, 
that there is a fair rich Spanifh Town feated on the 
eaft fide of it, with favannahs about it, full of bulls’ 
and cows, and that the inhabitants of this town 
pais over in boats to the ifland California, where 
they fith for pearl. I have been told fince by a Spa- 
| niard, that faid he had been at the ifland California, 
| that there are great plenty of peari oyfters there, and 
| that the native Indians of California, near the pearl- 
fifhery, are mortal enemies to the Spaniards. Our 
canoes were abfent three or four days, and faid they 
had been above thirty leagues but found no river; 
! that the land by the fea was low, and all fandy bay, 
bur fuch a great fea, that there was no landing, 
| They met us in their return in the lat. 23 d. 30 m. 
coafting along fhore after them towards C ullacan , 
fo we returned again to the eaftward. This was the 
fartheft that I was to the north gn this coaft. | 
Six or feven leagues N. N. W. from the ifles of 
Chametly there is a fmall narrow entrance into a 
Jake, which runs about twelve leagues ealterly, a 
: ralle 


398 The Vovacts and Abvetruh ¥é oF 


rallel with the fhore, making many {mall low man- 
grove iflands. The mouth of this lake is in’ Jat, 
about 23 d. 30 min. It is called by the Spaniards 
Rio de Sall, for it is a falt lake. There is water 
enough for boats and canoes to enter, and fimooth 
landing after you are in. On the weft fide of it 
there is an houfe, and eftantion, or farm of large 
cattle. Our men went into the lake, landed, and 
coming to the houfe, found feven or eight buthels 
of maize, but the cattle were driven away by the 
Spaniards, yet there our men took the owher of the 
eftantion and brought him on board. He faid, 
that the beeves were drive a great way into: the 
country, for fear we fhould kill them. While we 
lay ‘here, captain Swan went into this lake again, 
and landed one hundred and fifty men on the NIE. 
fide, and marched into the country ; about 4 mile 
from the landing-place, as they were entering a dry 
falina, or falt-pond, they fired at two Indians that 
crofs’d the way before them; oné of them being 
wounded in the thigh fell down, and being examis 
ned, told our men, that there was an Indian town 
four or five leagues off; and that the way which 
they were going would bring them thither. Whilé 
they were in difcourfe with the Indian, they were 
attacked by one hundred Sparifh horfemen, who 
came with a defien to fcare them back, but want= ~ 
ed both arms and hearts to do it. Out men pafs’d 
on from hence, and in their way marched through 
a favannah of long dry grafs. This the Spaniards 
fet on fire, thinking to burn them, but that did 
not hinder our men from marching forward, tho? 
it troubled them a little. They rambled for waht 
of guides all this day, and part of the next, be- 
fore they came to the town the Indian fpoke of. 
There they found a company of Spaniards and In= 
dians who made head againft them, but were dri- — 
ioib | ven 
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ven out of the town after a fhort difpute. Here 
our furgeon and one man more were wounded with 
arrows, ~ but none of the reft were hurt. When 
they came into the town they found two or thrée 
Indians wounded, who told them that the name of 


‘the town was Maffaclan, that there were a few Spa- 


niards living in it, and the reft were Indians : that 
five leagues from this town there were two rich 
gold mines, where the Spaniards of Compoftalla, 


which is the chief town in thefe parts, kept many 


flaves and Indians at work for gold. Here our 
men lay that night, and the next night packed up 
all the maize that they could find, and brought it 
on their backs to the canoes, and came on board. 
We lay here till the the fecond of February, and 
then captain Swan went away with about eighty 
men to the river Rofario, where they landed, and 
marched to an Indian town of the famename. They 
found it about nine miles from the fea, the way to 
it fair and even.. This was a fine little town, of 
about. fixty or. feventy houfes, with a fair church, 


was chiefly inhabited with Indians. They took pri- 


foners there which told them, that the river Rofario 
is rich in gold, and that the mines are not above 
two leagues from the town. ‘Captain Swan did not 
think it convenient to go to the mines; but made 


, hatte on board with the.maize which he took there, 


to the quantity of about eighty or ninety: buthels 


a and which to us, in the fcarcity. we were in of pro- 


vifions, was at that time more valuable than all the 


gold i in the world; and had he gone to the mines 


the Spaniards would probably have deltroyed the. 
corn before his return, ‘The third of February we 
went with our fhips alfo towards the river Rofario, 
and anchored the next day again{t the rivers mouth, 


free fathom, good oozy ground, a league from the 


ore, This river isin lat. 22 d. 1m. north. When 
you 
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you are at an arichor againft this river, you will fee 

a round hill, like a fugar-loaf, a little way within 
idl right over the river, and bearing north eaft: 
by north» To'the weftward of that hill, there is a- 


nother pretty long hill, called by the piineipe » 


Caput Cavalli, or ‘the horfe’ s head. 

The feventh day captain Swan tame on board 
with the maize which he got. This was but a fall | 
quantity for fo many men as we were, eipecially 
confidering the place we were in, being ftrangers, 
and having no pilots to direct us into any river, 
and being without all forts of provifion, but what 
we were forced to get in this manner from the fhore. 
And though our pilot-book direéted us well enough 
to find the rivers, yet for want of guides to Carry 
us to the fettlements, we were forced to fearch two 
or three days before we could find a place to land : 
for as I have faid before, befides the feas being too 
rough for landing in many places, they have neither 
bia bark, nor canoe, that we could ever feé or 
hear of ; and therefore as there are no fuch landing 
places 1 in thefe rivers, as there are in the fouth feas, 
fo when we were landed, we did not know which 
‘Way to go to any town, except we accidentally met 
with a path. Indeed the Spaniards and Indians 
whom we had on board, knew the names of feve- 


ral rivers and towns near them ; but they knew fo 


the way to goto them from the fea, ts 
«Lhe eight day captain Swan fent adout forty men 


to feek fon the river Oleta, which is to the eaft- 
ward of the river Rofario. The next day we fol- 


lowed after with the fhips, having the wind at Ww. 


N. W. and fair weather. In the afternoon our 
canoes came again to us, for they could not find 

the river Oleta, therefore we defigned next for the — 
river St. Jago, to the eaftward fill. The eleventh © 


day in the evening we anchored againft the mouth — 
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of the river, in feven fathom water, good foft oozy 
ground, and about two miles from the fhore. 
There was a high white rock without us, called 
Maxentelbo. This rock at a diftance appears like 
a thip under fail; it bore from us W. N. W. dif- 
tant about three leagues. The hill Zelifco bore S. 
E. which is a very high hill in the country, with a 
faddle or bending on the top. The river St. Jago 
is in lat. 22 d. ig m._ It is one of the principal ri- 


‘vers on this coaft; there is ten feet water on the bar 
at low water, but how much it flows here I know 


not. The mouth of this river is near half a mile 


broad, and very fmooth entering. Within the 
mouth it is broader, for there are three or four ri- 


vers more meet there, and iffue all out together, 


_ yet there is brackifh water a great way up. The 


trefh water is to be had, by digging or making 
wells in the fandy bay, two or three feet deep, jult 
at the mouth of the river. 

The eleventh day captain Swan fent feventy men 
in four canoes into the river, to feek a town: for 


although we had no intelligence of any, yet the 
country appearing very promifing, we did not 
~ queftion but they would find inhabitants before 
they returned. They fpent two days in rowing up 


and down the creeks and rivers; at lalt they came 
toa large field of maize, which was almoft ripe : 


they immediately fell to gathering as fa{t as they 


could, and intended to load the canoes ; but feeing 
an Indian that was {et to watch the corn, they quit- 
ted that troublefome and tedious work, and feized 
him, and brought him. on board, in hopes by his 


information, to have fome more eafy and expeditious 


way of a fupply, by finding corn ready cut and 


dried. He being examined, faid, that there was a 


town called Santa Pecaque, four leagues from the 


place where he was taken, and that if we defigned 


» No. 13. Cc to 


—S 


POPE aT ae 


402) The Vovaces and Adventures oft 


td go thither; he would undertake to be our guide. : 
Captain Swan immediately ordered his men to make. 
ready, and the fame-evening went away with eight 
canoes and one hundred and forty men, taking the: 
Indian for their guide. i 


By 


He rowed about five leagues up the river, and: 


landed’ the*next morning. The river at this place’ 
was not above piftol thot’ wide, and the banks * 
pretty high on each fide, and the land plain and. 
even. He left twenty-three men to guard the ca- 
rioes, and marched with the reft to the town. He 
fer out from the canoes at fix o’clock in the morn- 
ig; and reached the town by ten. The way thro’ 
which he -pafféd was very plain, part of it wood- 
Jand, part favannahs. The favannahs were full of 


horfes, bulls; “and’cows.. The Spaniards feeing 


him coming, run all away, fo he entered the town 
without the leaft oppofition. | ig 

This town of Santa Pecaque ftands ona plain, . 
iff a favannahy by the fide of a wood, with many 
fruit trees about it. It is: but a {mall town, but: 
very regular, after the Spanifh mode, with a pa- 
rade in the midft.. The houfes fronting the parade 
Had all balconies: there were two churches; one 
deainft the parade, the other at the end of the: 
sown.  It'is inhabited moft-with Spaniards. Their. 


chief occupation is hufbandry. There are alfo fome 
carriers, whoare employed by the merchantsof Com- 


poftélla, to trade for them to and from the mines. 
-'Compoftélla’ isa rich town, about twenty-one, 


league from-hence. It is the chief in allithis parti 
of the kingdom, and is reported: to have feventy 
“white familiest® which’ is’a great’ number: in: thefe: 


parts; for it may be that fucha’ town hath not lefs 


ple, béefides the white. © The filver mines arevavout; 


five or fixe leagues from Santa: Pecaque 5 where, as: 


az . { we 
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we were told, the inhabitants of Compoftella had 
fome Reanccane of flaves at work. The filver here, 
and all over the kingdom of Mexico, is faid to be 
finer and richer in proportion than that of Potofi or 
Peru, though the oar be net fo abundant; and the 
Carriers of this town of Santa Pecaque carry the oar 
to Compoftella, where it is refined. Thefe carriers 
or fuclers alfo furnifh the flaves at the mines with 
maize, whereof here was great plenty now in the 
town defigned for that ule: here was alfo fugar, 

1 dale, and fale- fith. 

Captain Swan’s only buthele at Santa Pébatie 
was to get provifion, therefore he ordered his men 
to divide themfelves into two parts, and by turns 

_ ¢arry down the provifion to the canoes; one half 
_ Femaining in the town to fecure whit they had ta- 
ken, while the other half were going and coming, 
_ In the afternoon they caught fome horfes, and the 
- mext morning, being cae feventeenth day, fiity- 
feven men, Aaa PaseN horfes went laden with maize 
tothe canoes. They found them, and the men 
left to guard them in good order ; though the Spa- 
' niards had given them a {mall diverfion, and wound-- 
ed one man; but our men of the canoes landed, 
and drove them away. Thefe that came loaded to 
| the canoes left feven men more there, fo that now 
ase were forty men to guard the canoes. At night 
_ the other returned, and the eighteenth day in the 
i ‘morning that half which ftayed the day before at 
> the town, took their turn of going with every man 
his burthen, and twenty- -four horfes laden. Before 
Bites returned, captain Swan and his other men at the | 
town caught a prifoner, who faid, that there were 
near a thoufand men of all colours, Spaniards and 
ii ‘ndians, negroes and mulattos in arms, at a place 
, called St. Jago, but three leagues off, the chief 
| town on this river 5 ; that the Spaniards were armed 
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and the copper-coloured 

with {words and lances. Captain Swan fearing the 
il] confequence of feparating his: fmall company, 
was refolved the next day to march away with the. 
whole party ; and therefore he ordered his men to 
catch as many horfes as they could, that they might 
carry the more provifion with them. | According- 
ly, the next day, being the nineteenth of February, 
3686, captain Swan called out his men betimes to 


with guns and_pittols, 


be gone, but they refufed to go, and faid, that 


they would not leave the town till all the provifion ~ 


was in the canoes: Therefore he was forced to 
yield to them, and fuffered half the company to go 
as before: they had now fifty-four horfes laden, 
which captain Swan ordered to be tied one to ano- 
ther, and the men to go in two bodies, twenty- 


Gve before, and as many behind: but the men — 


every man leading his 
horfe. The Spaniards obferved their manner of 
marching, and laid an ambufh about a mile from 
the town, which they managed with fuch fuccefs, 
that falling on our body of men, who were guard- 
ing the corn to the canoes, they killed them every 
one. Captain Swan hearing the report of their guns, 
ordered his men, who were then in the town with 
him, to march out to their affiftance ; but fome 


would go at their own rate, 


oppofed him, defpifing their enemies ; till two of — 


that had loft their riders, came 


the Spaniards horfes, , ca 
in a great fright, both 


ealloping into the town 
bridled and 


| 


faddled, with each a pair of holfters by 
and one a carabine newly difcharged ; — 
that our men had- 
better armed than 
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been, he faw al] his men that went out in the morn- 
ing lying dead. They were ftripped, and fo cut 
and mangled, that he fcarce knew one man. Cap- 
tain Swan had not more men then with him, than 
thofe were who lay dead before him, yet the Spa- 
niards never came to oppofe him, but kept at a 
great diftance; for it is probable the Spaniards 
had not cut off fo many men of ours, but with 
the lofs of a great many of their own. So he 
marched down to the canoes, and came on board 
_ the fhip with the maize that was already in the ca- 
noes. We had about fifty men killed, and among 
the reft my ingenious friend Mr. Ringrofe was 
one, who wrote that part of the hiftory of the Buc- 
caneers, which relates to captain Sharp. He was 
at this time cape-merchant, or fuper-cargo of 
captain Swan’s fhip. He had no mind to this voy- 
age; but was neceffitated to engage in it, or ftarve. 
_ This lofs difcouraged us from attempting any 
thing more hereabouts, Therefore captain Swan 
 propofed to go to cape St. Lucas on California to 
‘careen. He had two reafons for this; firft, that 
_ he thought he could lie there fecure from the Spa- 
niards; and next, that if he could get a commerce 
‘with the Indians there, he might make a difcovery 
in the lake of California, and by their affiftance try 
for fome of the plate of New Mexico. 
__ This lake of California (for fo the fea, channel or 
ftreight, between that and the continent, is called) 


- is but little known to the Spaniards, by what 1 
could ever learn ; for their drafts do not agree about 

it. Some of them make California an ifland, but 
- give no manner of account of the tides flowing in 

the lake, or what depth of water there is, or of the 
harbours, rivers, or creeks that border on it 5 
_ whereas on the weft fide of the ifland, toward the 
r _ Afiatic coaft, their pilot-book gives an account of 
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the coait from cape St. Lucas to 40 d. N. Some of 
‘their drafts newly made make California to join to — 
‘the main; and Ido believe that the Spaniards do 
not care to have this lake difcovered, for fear left 
“other Enropean nations fhould get knowledge of it, 
‘and by that means vifit the mines of New Mexico. 
“We heard that not long before our arrival here, the 
‘Indians in the province of New Mexico made an 
“Gnfurrection, and deftroyed moft of the Spaniards 
‘there, but that fome of them flying towards the — 
“gulf or lake of California made canoes in that 
‘Jake and got fafe away ; fo that the Indians of the _ 
‘Jake of California, feem to be at perfect enmity — 
‘with the Spaniards. “We had .an old intelligent 
“Spaniard now on board, who faid that he fpoke 
‘with a frier that mate his efcape among them. 
- New Mexico, by report of ieveral Englifh pri- — 
‘foners there, and Spaniards I have met with, lies — 
°N.W. from Old Mexico between four and five — 
“hundred leagues, and the biggeft part of the trea: 
‘fare'which is found in this kingdom, is in that pro-__ 
“vince ; but without doubt there are plenty of mines — 
“$n other parts, as well in this part of the kingdom — 
“where we now were, as in other places, and pro- 
bably, on the main, bordering on the lake of Ca- 
Jifornia, altho’ not yet difcovered by the Spa- 
-niards who have mines enough, and therefore, as_ 
whi ds 


“yet, have no reafon to difcover more, q 
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__In my opinion, here might be very advantageous 
_ difcoveries made by any that would attempt it : for 
“the Spaniards have more than they can well manage, 
eins « I know they would lie like the dog in the man- 


els although not able to eat themfelves, yet they. : 


“would endeavour to hinder others. " But the voyage _ 
_thitler being fo far, I take that to be one reafon 
“that hath hindered, the difcoveries’ of thefe parts 5 
“yet it is pofiible, that a man may find~a’ nearer 
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way hither than we came, I mean bythe north weft. 
I know there have been divers attempts made 
_ sabour a north weft. paffage, and all, unfuccefsful ; 
-yet I.am of opinion, that fuch a paflage may be 
-found. ~All our countrymen that have gone to dif- 
_cover the N. W. paffage, have endeavoured to pals 
to the weftward, beginning their fearch along Da- 
-.vis’s or Hudfon’s Bay. » But if I was to go on this 
»difcovery, 1 would go firft into the fouth feas, bend 
_.my courfe from thence along by California, and 
_ » that way feek a paflage back into the weft feas. For 
-as others have fpent the fummer, in. firft fearching 
on this more known fide nearer home, and fo before 
they got through, the time of the year obliged them 
. to give over their fearch, and provide. for, a long 
- courfe back again, for fear of being left in the win- 
-ter; on the contrary, I would fearch firft on the lefs 
. known coaft of the fouth. fea fide, and then as the 
_ year pafled away, I fhould need no retreat, for I 
fhould come farther: into my knowledge, if I fuc- 
 ceeded.in my attempt, and fhould be without that 
dread and fear which others muft have in pafling 
-_. from»the known to the unknown; who for ought I 
___. know gave over their fearch juft as they were on the 
__ point of accomplifhing their defires. 
be I would take the fame method if I was to go to 
. difcover the north eaft paffage. 1 would winter 
- . about Japan, Corea, or the north eaft part of China, 
' and taking the fpring and fummer ;before me; I 
would make my firft trial on the coaft of Tartary, 
wherein, if I fucceeded, I fhould come into fome 
_ known parts, and have a great deal of time before 
me to reach Archangel or fome other port. Captain 
‘Wood, indeed fays, this north eaft paffage is not 
' to be found for ice ; but how often do we fee that 
| baie: fometimes defigns have been given over: as impofli- 
- ble, and at another.time, and by other ways, thofe 
Mer very 
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very things have been accomplifhed ; but enough 


of this. | ! ‘ope ) 
The next day after that fatal fkirmifh near Santa 


Pecaque, captain Swan ordered all our water to be 


filled, and to, get ready to fail. The 21ft day we 
failed from hence, directing our courfe towards Ca- 


~ jifornia ; we had the wind at N. W. and W.N.W. 


4 fmall gale, with a great fea out of the weft. We 
paft by three iflands called the Marias. After we 
-patt thefe iflands we had much wind at N.N. W. 


and N. W. and at N. with thick rainy weather. We | 


beat till the 6th day of February, but it was againft 
a brifk wind, and proved labour in vain. For we 
were now within reach of the land trade-wind, 


which was oppofite to us; but would we go to Ca- 


lifornia upon the difcovery or otherwife, we fhould 


bear fixty or feventy leagues off from the fhore, | 


where we fhould avoid the land-winds, and have 
the benefit of the true eafterly trade-wind. 
Finding therefore that we got nothing but rather 


Joft grourid, being then 21 d. 5 m. N. we fteered — 


away more to the eaftward again for the iflands Ma- 


n 
af 


d 


rias, and the 7th day we came to an anchor at the 
eaft end of the middle ifland, in eight fathom wa- 
ter, good clean fand. 3 70 aaa 

- The Marias are three uninhabited iflands in Jat. 
a1 d. 40 m. diftant from cape St. Lucas on Cali- 
fornia 40 leagues, bearing weft fouth weft, and are 


diftant from cape Corientes twenty leagues, bearing 
upon the fame points of the compafs with cape St. 
Lucas. They ftretch N. W. and S. E. about four- 


teen ledgues. There are two or three {mall high 
rocks rear them: the weftermoft of them is the 
biggeft ifland of the three; and they are .all three 


ot ‘an indifferent height. The foil is ftony and dry, 


the land in moft places is covered with a fhrubby fort 


of wood, very thick and troublefome to pals thro’. 
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In fome placesthere is plenty of ftraight large ce- 
dars, though fpeaking of the places where I have 


found cedars, 1 forgot to mention this place. The 


Spaniards make mention of them in other places ; 


but I {peak of thofe which I have teen. All round- . 


by the fea-fide it is fandy, and there is produced a 
green prickly plant, whole leaves are much like the 
penguin leaf, and the root like the root of a Sem- 
pervive, but much larger. This roor being bak’d 
in an oven is good to eat; and the Indians on Ca- 


_ lifornia, as I have-been informed, have great part 


oi their fubfittence from thefe roots. We made an 
oven in a fandy bank, and baked of thefe roots, 
and [ eat of them, but none of us greatly cared 
for them. They tafte exactly like the roots of our 
Englifh burdocks boil’d, of which I have eaten. 

Here are plenty of guanoes and raccoons ‘a large 
fort of rat) and Indian conies, and abundance of 
large pigeons and turtle-doves.. The fea is alfo pret- 
ty well ftored with fifh, turtle or tortoife and feal. 
This is the fecond place on this coa{t where I faw 


-any feal; and this place helps to confirm what I 


have obferved, that they are feldom feen but where 
there is plenty of fifh. Captain Swan gave the 
middle iflarid the name of Prince George’s Ifland. 

The 8th day we run nearer the ifland, and an- 
chored in five fathom, and moored head and ftern, 
and unrige’d both fhip and bark in order to careen. 
Here captain Swan propofed to go into the Ealt In- 


‘dies. Many were well pleafed with the voyage, 


but fome thought, fuch was their ignorance, that 


~~ he would carry them out of the world; for about 


two thirds of our men did not think that there was 


‘any fuch way to be found, but at laft he gained 


_ their confents. 


At our firft coming hither we eat nothing but 


_ feal, but after the firit two or three days our itrik- 


ers 


0410 ‘The Vowacts and ApvENTURES of 


ers» brought on board turtle every day, on which 


«we fed all the time we lay here, and faved our 
“maize for the voyage. Here alfo we meafured all 


our maize, and found'we had about eighty buthels. 
This we divided into three parts, one for the bark, 


and two for the fhip; ourmen were divided) alfo, 


-one> hundred men’on. board ‘the fhip, and. 50 on 
-board the bark, befides three or four flaves in each. 


Thad been a long time fick ofa dropfy,:a di- 


ftember whereof, as I faid» before, many of our 


»men died; fo here I was laid and covered, all but 
-my head, in the hot fand: I endured it near half 
van hour, and then was taken out and laid to {weat 
ima tent. «| fweat exceedingly:while| 1 was. in the 


ifand,; and: Ido belive it did me 
. grew well foon after. 


much good, for I 


We ftaid here till the 26th day, and then both 


veflels being clean, we failed to the valley of Bal- 
deras to water, for. we could not:do. it here now. 


In the wet feafon: indeed: here: is water enough, for 


» the brooks then run: down: plentifully ; but now, 
though there was water, yet it-was bad filling, be- _ 
ing a great way to fetch it from the-holes where it - 
lodged. 
of the bay in the valley of Balderas, right againft — 
the river, where we watered ‘before, but this river 
was brackith now in the dry feafony and therefore 
“we went two or three leagues nearer cape Corientes, 
and. anchored by a {mall round ifland, not half a 
smile from the: fhore. 


The 28th day we anchored in the bottom 


The ifland is about: four 
leagues to the northward. of the cape, and the 


brook where we filled our water is joft within:the 


ifland, upon the: main. \ Here: our” ftrikers {truck 
nine or ten Jew-fith ; fome we-eat, and the reft.we 
falted ; and the 2gth day we filled: thirty two tons 
of very good water, ig 
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Having thus provided ourfelves, we had nothing 
‘more to do, but to put in execution our intended 
“expedition to the Eaft Indies, in hopes of fome bet- 
“ter fuccefs there, than we had met with on this lic- - 
‘tle frequented coaft. ‘We came on it full of ex- 
“pectations ; for befides the richnefs of the country, 
‘and the probability of finding fome fea ports worth, 
‘vifiting, we perfuaded ourfelves that there muft 
“needs be fhipping and trade here, and that Acapul- 
“co and Lia Vera Cruz were to the kingdom of Mex- 
-ico, what Panama’and Portabello are to that of Pe- 
ru, viz. marts for carrying on a conftant commerce 
“between the fouth and north feas, as indeed they 
“are; but whereas we expected that this commerce 
“fhould be managed by fea, we found ourfelves mi- 
“ftaken , that of Mexico being almoft wholly a land- 
“trade, and managed more by mules than by fhips, 
fo that inftead of profit we met with little on this 
“coaft, befides fatigues, hardfhips and loffes, and. 
‘fo were the more eafily induced to try what better 
fortune we might have in the Eaft Indies. But to 
‘do right to captain Swan, he had no intention to be 
asa privatter in the Eaft Indies, but, as he hath 
often affured me with his own mouth, he refolved 
“to take the firft opportunity of returning to Eng- 
land: fo he fained a compliance with fome of his 
men) who were bent upon going to cruize at Ma- 
“pila, that he might have leifure to take fome favou- 
“rable opportunity of quitting the privateer trade. 


CHAP. XVII. 


a “Their departure from cape Corientes for ibe Eaft In- 


. a ‘ 


dies. Their courfe over the fouthern ocean and ar- 


st 


“rival at Guam, one of the Ladrone Iftands. 


™y Have given an’ account in’ my laft chapter of 
- °% 8 “the “relolutions we took of gomg over to the 
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Faft Indies. But having more calmly confidered 
on the length of our voyage, from hence to Guam, 
one of the Ladrone iflands, which is the farft place 
that we could touch at, and there alfo. being not 
certain to find provifions, moft of our men. were 
almoft daunted at the thoughts of it, for we had 
not fixty days provifion, at a little more than half 


-a pint of maize a’ day for each man, and no other 


provifion except three meals of falted Jew-fith ; and 
we had a great many rats on board, which we could 
not hinder from eating part of our maize. Befides, 


_ the great diftance between cape Corientes and Guam, 


which is varioufly fet down, The Spaniards, who 
have the greateft reafon to know beft, make it to 


lie meio 2300 and 2400 leagues; our books 


alfo reckon it differently, between go and 100 deg. 
which all comes fhort indeed of 2000 leagues, but 
even that was a voyage enough to frighten us, con- 
fidering our fcanty provifions. Captain Swan, ta 
encourage his, men to ga with him, perfuaded them 
that the Englith books gave the beft account of the 
diftance ; his reafons were many, . although but 
weak. He urged among the reft, that fir homas 


Cavendifh and fir Francis Drake, run it in lefs than 


fifty days, and that he did not queftion but that 
Our. {hips were better failers than thofe which were 
built in that age, and that he did not doubt to get 


there in little more than forty days, this being the 


beft time in the year for breezes, which undoubt- 
edly is the reafon that the Spaniards fet out from 
Acapulco about this time; and that alchough they 
are {ixty days in their voyage, it is becaufe they are 
great fhips, deep laden, and very heavy failers ; be- 
fides they wanting nothing are in no great hatte j in 
their way, but fail with a oreat deal of their ufual 
caution. And when they come near the ifland 
Guam, they lie by in the night for a week, siege 

they 
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they make land. In prudence we alfo fhould have 
contrived to lie by in the night when we came near 
land, for otherwife we might have run afhore, or 
have out-failed the iflands, and loft fight of them 
before morning. But our bold adventurers feldom 
proceed with fuch warinefs when in any itreights. 

But of all captain Swan’s arguments, that which 
prevailed moft with them was, his promifing them, 
as I have faid, to cruize off the Manilas. So he 
and his men being now agreed, and they encourag- 
ed with the hope of gain, which works its way thro’ 
all difficulties, we fet out from cape Corientes, 
March the 31ft, 1686. We were two fhips in com-_ 
pany, captain Swan’s fhip, and a bark commanded 
under captain Swan, by captain Teat, we were 
one hundred and fifty men, one hundred:on board 
of the fhip, and fifty on board the bark, befides 

-flaves. 
We had a {mall land-wind at E. N. E. which 
carried us three or four leagues, then the fea-wind 
came at W. N. W. a freth gale, fo we fteered away 
S. W. By fix o’clock in the evening we were about 
nine leagues S. W. from the cape, then we met a 
land-wind which blew frefh all night, and the next 
morning about ten o’clock we had the fea-breeze at 
N.N.E fo that at noon we were thirty leagues from 
the cape. It blew a frefh gale of wind, which car- 
ried us off into the true trade-wind (of the difie- 
rence of which trade-winds I fhall fpeak in the chap- 
ter of winds, in the appendix) for although the con- 
{tant fea-breeze near the fhore is at W. N. W. yet 
‘the true trade off at fea, when you are clear of the 
Jand-winds, isat E.N.E. At firft, we had it at N. 
N. E. fo it came about northerly, and then to the 
eaft as we run off. At two hundred and fifty 
Jeagues diftance from the fhore we had it at K.N.E. 
‘and there it ftood till we came within forty leagues 

. 0 
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of Guam. ©When we had eaten up our three meals 


of falted jew-fith in fo many days time, wevhad no- 
thing but our {mall allowance of maize. 


“~ 
¥ 


After the firft day of March we made great runs. 
every day, having very fair clear weather, and frefh, 
trade-wind, which we made ufe of with all our fails, 
and made many good obfervations of the fun. At 
our firft fetting out, we fteered into the lat. of 13 
degrees, which is near the lat. of Guam; then we 


fteered weft, keeping in that lat. By that time we 


had failed twenty days, our men feeing we made 
fuch great runs, and the wind like to continue, re- 
pined becau{e they were kept at fuch fhort allow-_ 
ance, Captain Swan endeavoured to perfuade them 
to have a little patience, yet. nothing but an aug- 
mentation of their daily allowance. would appeafe 
them. Captain Swan, though with much reluc- 
tance, gave way to a fmall enlargement of our 
commons, for now we had not above ten fpoontuls 
of boiled maize a man, once a day, whereas before 
we had eight : I do believe that this fhort allowance 
did me a great deal of good, though others were 
weakened by it, for 1 found that my ftrength en- 


-_creafed, and my dropfy wore off; yet I drank three 


times every twenty-four hours, but many of our 
men did not drink in nine or ten days time, and 
{ome not in twelve days. One of our men did not 
drink in feventeen days time, and faid he was not 
dry when he did drink, yet he made water every 
day more or lefs. One of our men in the midft of 
thefe hardfhips was found guilty of theft, and con- _ 
demned for the fame to have three blows from each — 


man in the fhip, with a two inch and a half rope on 


his bare back. Capt. Swan began firft, and ftruck 
with a good will, whofe example was followed by 
all of us. sidabpaaea ibis cpa a Ae Aaa 
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It was very ftrange that in all this voyage we did 
not fee one fifh, not fo much as a flying fifh, nor 
any fort of fowl, but at one time, when we were 
by my account 4975: miles weft from cape Corien- 


tes, then we faw a great number of boobies, which 


we fuppofed came from fome rocks not far from us, 
which were mentioned in fome of our fea charts, 
but we did not fee them. 

After we had run 1900 leagues by our reckon- 
ing which made the Englifh account to Guam, the 
men began to murmur, againft captain Swan, for 


perfuading them to come this voyage, but he gave 
‘them fair words, and told them that the Spanifh 


account might probably be the trueft, and feeing 
the gale was likely to continue, a fhort time longer 
would end our troubles. 

As we drew nigh the ifland, we met with fome 
{mall rain, and the clouds fettling in the weft, were 
an apparent token that we were not far from land, 
for in thefe climates, between or near the tropicks, 
where the trade-wind blows conftantly, the clouds 
which fly fwift over head, yet feem near the limb 
of the horizon to hang without much motion or 
alteration, where the land is near. [ have often 
‘taken notice of it, efpecially if it is high land, for 
you fhall then have the clouds hang about it with- 
out any vifible motion. 

The 20th day of May, our bark being about 


~ three leagues a head of our fhip, failed over a rocky 


fhoa!, on which there was but four fathom water, 
and abundance of fifh fwimming about the rocks. 


They imagined by this that the land was not far off, 


fo they clap’d on a wind with the bark’s head to the 
north, and being paft the fhoal lay by for us. 
When we came up with them, captain Teat came 
on board us, and related what he had feen. We 


were then in lat. 12 d. 55 m. fteering weft.. The 
fad ifland 
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jfland Guam is laid down in lat. 13 d N. by the 
Spaniards, who are matters of it, keeping it as a 
baiting place as they go to the Phillippine iflands. © 
Theretore we clap’d on a wind and ftood to north-— 
ward, being fomewhat troubled and doubtful whe-— 
ther we were right, becaufe there is no fhoal laid 
down, in the Spanith drafts about the ifland Guam. 
At four o’clock, to our great joy, we faw the ifland 
Guam, at about eight leagues diftance, 

It was well for captain Swan that we got fight of 
it before our provifion was fpent, of which we had 
but enough for three days more; for as I was after- 
wards informed, the men had contrived firft to kill 
captain Swan and eat him when the victuals were 
gone, and after him all of us who were acceffary in 
promoting the undertaking this voyage. — This» 
made captain Swan fay to me after our arrival at 
Guam, “Ah! Dampier, you would have made 
them but a poor meal;” for I was as lean as the 
captain was lufty and flefhy. The wind was at E. 
N. E. and the land bore at N. N. E. therefore we 
ftood to the northward, till we brought the ifland 
to bear eaft, and then we turned to get in to anan- — 
chor. ay | / we | 
The account I have given hitherto of our courfe 

from cape Corientes in the kingdom of Mexico, 
(for I have mentioned another cape of that name in 
Peru, fouth of the bay of Panama) to Guam, one 
of the Ladrone iflands, hath been in the grofs. But 
for the fatisfaction of thofe whd may think it fer- 
viceable to the fixing the longitudes of thefe parts, 
or to any other ufe in geography or navigation, E 
“have here fubjoined a particular table of every days _ 


4 


run, which was as follows. “ii 
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March, 
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Br |SWaaW| 2717 20, 20:0[W NW 
NW: v: NNW 
2 “2 |S Wi Wirg2 98 101/R. 1 17: r2gNbW 


ee W W_ by by Sj102/19 100\Ob. 1; 17: 6 7: ON 


tet 


eae 2d SS cee 


“6 |W 10 S108 18 SABIE 15:25 agNE He 


47 |Wo15 S89 23 ~ 8610b, Ob, 15: 2 5: 2N. NEENE 
8 |W 2S) 64/5] O3IR. 1. Re aa5 7 Ee 
[9 |W 4 S94] 6 9300. tag ENE 

ito. |W" oss St 38)1 2/37 137/00. 1. 14: T43Q ENE hell 
"2a iW 5 5 Sirz4l10 123|0b. Ob. 14:29 NE 
12 |W 5 5 Sr7ojr4{r69\R- Ree agirs[e NB 
fig |W 5 % Sr7ojratr6g/R. 14: pT NBs 
14 |W 5 SBolrs WR. 13:444ENE 
haa 6 Slrzalrsir72iR. Ry 13:28/ENE cloudy 


16, W 6 © Sr82/rof180|R. 1: 13: g|EN | 
rua W 6 6 SizijazjargiRe [2 12147 NE Rain 


which make Deg. of Longitude. 39d. 5m 


‘From hence my Courle is “mott Welt, fometimes 
Aoutherly, fometimes northerly. 
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Now the ifland'Guam bore N.N.E. eight leagues 
dift. this gives 22 m. to my lat. and takes nine from 
my meridian diftance, fo that the ifland is in lat.13. 
21, and the meridian diftance from Corientes 7302 
tiles, which reduced into degrees makes 125 de- 
grees 11 minutes. 

The table confifts of feven columns. The firft 
is of the days of the month; the fecond column 


‘contains each days courfe, or the point of the com- 
pais we ran upon; the third gives the diftance or 


length of fuch courfe in Italian or geometrical miles 
(at ‘the rate of fixty to a degree} or the progrefs the 
fhip makes every day ; and is reckoned always from 


noon to noon. But becaufe the courfe is not al- 
‘ways made upon the fame rumb in a direét line, 
‘therefore the fourth and fifth columns fhew how 


many miles we ran to the fouth every day, and how 


“many to the weft, which laft was our main run in 


this voyage. By the 17th of April we were got 
pretty near into the latitude of Guam, and our 
courfe then lying along that parallel, our northing 


-and fouthing confequently were but little, accord- 


ine as the fhip deviated from its direét courfe, and 
fuch deviation is thenceforward exprefied by N. or 
S.in the fifth column, and the fhip’s keeping ftraight 
on the weft rumb by o, that is to fay, no northing 


or fouthing ; the fixth column fhews the latitude we 


were in every day, where R fignifies the dead reckon- 
ing, by the running of the logs, and Ob. fhews the 
lat. by obfervation ; the feventh column fhews the 
wind and weather. 

To thefe I would have added an 8th column, to 


_fhew the variation of the needle, but as it was very 
finall in this courfe, fo neither did we make any 


_obfervation of it, above once, after we were fet out 
from the Mexican coaft. At our departure from 
“cape Corientes, we found it to be 4d. 28 m. eaft- 
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erly, and the obfervation we made of it afterwards, 
when .we. had gone about a third of the voyage, 
fhewed it to be near the fame, but decreafing ; nei- 


ther did. we obferve it at Guam, for captain Swan, 


who had the inftruments in his cabin, did not feem 
much to regard it; yet I am inclined to think that 
at Guam, the variation might be either none at all, 
or.even encreafing to. the weltward. ae 

To conclude, May the 20th at noon (when we 
begin to call it 2ift) were in Jat. 12 deg. 50 min. 
N. by R. having run fince the noon before 134 
miles directly weft. We continued the fame courfe 


_ till two that afternoon, for which J allow ten miles 


mere, weft ftill, and then, finding the parallel. we 
ran upon to be too much foutherly, we clap’d on a 
‘wind and failed direétly north, till five in the after- 
noon, having in that time run eight mile, and en- 
creafed our latitude fo many minutes, making it 12 
d. 58 min, We then faw the ifland Guam bearing 
‘N, N. E.. diftant from us about eight leagues, 
which gives the latitude of the ifland 13 deg. 20 m. 
And according to the account foregoing, its lon- 
gitude is 125 d. 11m, weft from cape Corientes on 
the coaft of Mexico, allowing fifty eight and fifty 
‘nine Italian miles to a degree in thofe latitudes, at 
‘the common rate of fixty miles to a, degree of the 
‘equator, as before computed. ep Sa 
Asa corollary from hence it will follow, that 
‘upon a fuppofal of the truth of the general allow- 
ance, feamen make of fixty Italian miles to an equi- 
“noétial degree, that the fouth fea muft be of a 
greater breadth by 25 degrees, than it is commonly 
reckoned by hydrographers, who make it only 
about one hundred more or lefs. For fince we 
found, as I fhall have occafion to fay, the diftance 
from Guam to the eaftern parts of Afia, to be much — 
the fame with the common reckoning, it Glews 
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by way of neceffary confequence from hence, that 
the 25 degrees of longitude, or thereabouts, which 
are under-reckoned in the diftance between Ameri 
ca and the Raft Indies weftward, muft be over- 
reckoned in the breadth of Afia and Africa, the At< 
lantic fea, or the American continent, or all toge- 
thers; and fo that tract of the terraqueous alobe, 
muft be fo much fhortned. And for a further con- 
firmation of the fact, I fhall add, that as to the 
fEthiopick or Indian Sea, its breadth muft be con- 
fiderably lefs than it is generally calculated to be, 
if it be true what I have heard over and over, from 
feveral able feamen, whom I have converfed with 
_ in thefe parts, that fhips failing from the Cape of 
_ Good Hope to New Holland, (as many fhips bound 
- to Java, or thereabouts, keep that latitude) find 
themfelves there, and fometimes to their coft, run- 
ning aground when they have thought themfelves 
to be a preat way off; and it is from hence poffibly, 
that the Dutch call that part of this coaft, the land 
of indraught (as if it magnetically drew fhips too 
taft to it) and give cautions to avoid it: but I ra- 
ther think it is the nearnefs of the land than any 
whirlpool, or the like, that furprizes them. As to 
the breadth of the Atlantic fea, | am from good 
hands affured, that it is over-reckoned by fix, feven, 
eight or ten degrees; for befides my different 
draughts of the concurrent accounts of feveral expe- 
rienced men, who have confirmed the fame to me, 
Mr. Canby particularly, who hath failed as a maté 
in a great many voyages, from Cape Lopez on the 
coatt cof Guinea to Barbadoes, and is much efteem’d 
as a very fenfible man, hath often told me, that he 
conftantly found the diftance to be between fixty 
and fixty two degrees ; whereas it is laid down fixty 
eight, fixty nine, feventy and feventy two degrees 

in the common draughts. 
Dd 3 As 
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As to the fuppofition itfelf which our feamen 
make, in the allowing but fixty miles to a degree, I 
am not ignorant how much this hath been canvated 
of late years eipecially, and that the prevailing opi- 
nion hath been that about feventy, or upwards, 
fhould be allowed. But till I can fee fome better 
grounds for the exactnefs of thefe trials, that have 
been made on land by Mr. Norwood and others, 
confidering the inequality of the earth’s furface , as 
well as the obliquity of the way ; in their allowing 
for which I am fomewhat doubtful of their mea- 
{ures : upon the whole matter, I cannot but adhere 
to the general fea-calculation, confirmed as to the 


main by daily experience, till fome more certain 


eftimate fhall be made, than thofe hitherto attempt- 
ed. For we find ourfelves when we fail north or 


Je patted ick 


a ei 


this courfe of ours to Guam particularly, we fhould 
Fane encreafe than fhorten our eftimate of the 
ength of it, confidering that the eafterly wind and 
current being fo ftrong, and bearing therefore our 
log after us, as is ufual in fuch cales; fhould we 
therefore in cafting up the run of the log, make 
allowance for fo much. {pace as the log itfelf drove 


after us (which is commonly three or tour miles in 


one hundred in fo brifk a gale. as this was) we mufb — 
have reckoned more than 125 degrees ; but in this 
voyage we made no fuch allowance (though it be 
ufual to do it) fo that how much. foever this com- 
putation of mine exceeds the common draughts, 
Seemann Si anim Oy oe YER 


ee ae ee te ct zeer ’ oer a - OF is — _ 5 — 
oo Ap . i a ee ae os bee Se tats OS alg i ? 
eas Skee a SS CO —Eeeee te, Mea ee BERS 6. 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 423. 


yet is it of the fhorteft, according to our experi- 
ment and calculation. 

But to proceed with our voyage: the ifland Guam 
or Guahon (as the native Indians pronounce it) 1s 
one of the Ladrone iflands, belongs to the Spani- 
ards, who have a fmall fort with fix guns init, with 
a governor and twenty or thirty foldiers. They 
keep it for the relief and refrefhment of their Phil- | 
lippine fhips, that touch here in their way from | 
“Acapulco to Manila, but the winds will not fo eafi- 4 
Jy let them take this way back again. The Spani- 
ards of late have named Guam, the ifland Maria; 
it is about twelve leagues long and four broad, ly- 

ing N. and S._ It is pretty high champaign land. 

The 21ft day of May, 1686, at eleven o'clock 
in the evening, we anchored near the middle of the 
‘(land Guam; on the weft fide, a mile from the 
fhore. At a diftance it appears flat and even, but 
coming near it you will find it ftands fhelving, and 

the eait fide, which is much the higheft, is fenced 
with fteep rocks, that oppofe the violence of the 
fea, which continually rage againft it, being driven = 
with the conftant trade-wind, and on that fide there SS 
is no anchoring. ‘The weft fide is pretty low, and SS 
Full of {mall fandy bays, divided with as many rocky 
points. The foil of the ifland is redifh, dry, and 
indifferent fruitful. The fruits are chiefly rice, pine- 
apples, water melons, mufk melons, oranges and 
--- imes, cocoa nuts, and a fort of fruit called by us 

bread fruit. 
~ The cocoa-nut trees grow by the fea, on the weft- 
ern fide in great groves, three of four miles in 
length, and a mile or two broad, This tree is in 
fhape like the cabbage-tree, and at a diftance they 
are not to be known each from the other, only the 
cocoa nut tree is fuller of branches, but the cabbage 
tree generally is much higher, though the cocea nut 
Dd4 trees 
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trees in fome places are very high. The nut or fruit 
grows at the head of the tree, among the branches 
and in clufters; ten or twelve in a clufter. The 
branch to which théy grow is about the bignefs of a 
man’s arm, and as long, running {mall towards the 
end, It is of a yellow colour, full of knots, and 
very tough. The nut is generally bigger than 4 
man’s head. ‘The outef rind is near two inches 
thick, before you come to the fhell ; the fhell itfelf 
is black, thick, and very hard. The kernel in 
fome nuts is near an inch thick, fticking to the in- 
fide of the fhell clear round, leaving a hollow in 
the middle of it, which contains about a pint, more 


or lefs, according to the bignefs of the nut, for 


fome are much bigger than others. 3 

This cavity is full of fweet, delicate, wholefome 
and refrefhing water. While the nut is growing, 
all the infide is full of this water, without any ker- 
nel at all, but as the nut grows towards its maturi- 
ty, the kernel begins to gather and fettle round on 
the infide of the fhell, and is foft like cream, and 
as the nut ripens, it increafes in fubftance and be- 


comes hard, This ripe kernel is fweet enough, but 


very hard to digeft, therefore feldom eat, unlefs by 
{trangers, who know not the effects of it; but 


while it is young and foft like pap, fome men will 


eat it, feraping it out with a fpoon, after they have 
drunk the water that was within it. I like the wa- 
ter beft when the nut. is almoft ripe, for it is then 
{weeteft and brifkeft. : ‘ 


_- When thefe nuts are ripe and gathered, the out- 
fide rind becomes of a brown ruity colour, fo that © 


one would think they were dead and dry: yet they 


will fprout out like onions after they have been 


hanging in the fun three or four months, or thrown 


about in a houte or fhip, and planted afterward in 


the earth, they wil! grow up to a tree. Before they 
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thus fprout out, there is a {mall fpongy round knob 
Srows in the infide, which we call an apple. This 
at firft is bigger than the top of one’s finger, but 
increafés daily, fucking up the water till it is grown 
fo big as to fill up the cavity of the cocoa-nut, and 
then it begins to iprout forth. By this time the nut 
that was hard; begins to grow oily and foft, thereby 
giving paflage to the fprout that {prings from the 
apple, which nature hath fo contrived, that it points 
to the hole in the fhell (of which there are three, 
till ic grows ripe, juft where it is faftened by its 
ftalk to the tree; but one of thefe holes remains 
Open even when ripe) through which it creeps and 
{preads forth its branches. You may let thefe teem- 
ing nuts fprout out a foot and half or two feet high 
before you plant them, for they will grow a great 
while like an onion out of their own fubftance. 
Befides the liquor or water in the fruit, there 15 
alfo a fort of wine drawn from the tree called toddy, 
which looks like whey. It is {weet and very plea- 
fant, but it is to be drunk within twenty four hours 
after itis drawn, for afterwards it grows four. Thole 
that have a great many trees, draw a fpirit from the 
four wine, called arack. Arack is diftill’d alfo frora 
rice, and other things in the aft Indies ; but none 
is fo much efteemed for making punch as this fort, 
made of toddy, or the fap of the cocoa nut tree, 
for it makes moft delicate punch, but it muft have 
a dafh of brandy to hearten it, becaufe this arack is 
not ftrong enough to make good punch of itfelf. 
This fort of liquor is chiefly ufed about Goa; and 
therefore it has the name of Goa arack. The way 
of drawing the toddy from the tree, is by cutting 
the top of a branch that would bear nuts, but be- 
fore it has any fruit, and from thence the liquor 
which was to feed its fruit, diftils into the hole of a 
~ ‘callabafh that is hung upon it, This branch con- 
| am | tinues 
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tinues running almoft as long as the fruit would 
have been growing, and then it dries away. The 
tree hath ufually three fruitful branches, which if 
they be all tapp’d thus, then the tree bears no fruit 
that year; but if one or two only be tapp’d, the 
other will bear fruit all the while. The liquor which 
is thus drawn is emptied out of the callabafh, duly 
morning and evening, fo long as it continues run- 
ning, and is fold every morning and evening in 
moft towns in the Eaft Indies, and great gains are 
‘produced from it even this way ; but thofe that di- 
{til it and make arack, reap the greateft profit. 
There is alfo great profit made of the fruit, both of 
the nut and the thell. 3 

~The kernel is much ufed in making broth. When 
the nut is dry they take off the hufk, and giving 
two good blows on the middle of the nut, it breaks 
in two equal parts, letting the water fall on the 
ground ; then with a {mall iron rafp made for the 
purpofe, the kernel or nut is rafped out clean, which 
being put into a little frefh water, makes it become 
white as milk. In this milky water they boil a fowl, 
or any fort of flefh, and it makes very favory broth. 
Englifh feamen put this water into boil’d rice, 
which they eat inftead of rice-milk, carrying nuts 
purpofeley to fea with them. This they learn from 
the natives. PP a3 

But the greateft ufe of the kernel is to make oil, 
both for burning and for frying. The way to make 
the oil is to grate or rafp the kernel, and fleep it in 
frefh water, then boil it, and {cum off the oil at top 
as it rifes; but the nuts that make the oil ought to 
be a long time gathered, fo as that the kernel may 
be turning foft and oily, ee 
The fhell of this nut is ufed in the Eaft Indies 

for cups, difhes, ladles, {poons, and in a manner for 
all eating and drinking veffels. Well fhaped nuts 

, | ‘6 ; ate 


| 


Capt, WILLIAM DAMPIER. 427 


are often brought home to Europe, and much ef- 
teemed. The hufk of the fhell is of great ule to 
make cables, for the dry hufk is full of {mall ftrings 
and threads, which being beaten, become foft, and 
the other -fubftance which was mixt among it falls 
away like faw-duft, leaving only the ftrings. Thefe 
are afterwards fpun into long yars, and twifted up 
into Iballs for convenience, and many of thefe rope 
yarn’; joined together make good cables. This ma- 
nutectory is chiefly ufed at the Maldivia iflands, and 
the threads fent in balls into all places that trade 
thither, purpofely to make cables. I made a cable 
at Achin with fome of it. ‘Thefe are called coire 
cables : they will laft very well. But there is ano- 
tlaer fort of coire cables (as they are called) that are 
black, and more ftrong and lafting, and are made 
of ftrings that grow like horfe hair, at the heads of 
certain trees, almofl like the cocoa nut tree. This 
fort comes moft from the ifland Timor. In the 
fouth feas the Spaniards make oakam to chalk their 
fhips, with the hufk of the cocoa-nut, which is 
more ferviceable than that made of hemp, and they 
fay it will never rot. I have been told by caprain 
Knox, who wrote the relation of Ceylon, that in 
fome places of India they make a fort of courfe 
cloth of the hufk of the cocoa nut, which is ufed 
for fails. I myfelf have feen a fort of courie fail- 
cloth made of fuch a kind of fubitance, but whe- 
ther the fame or no I know not. 

I have been the longer on this fubject, to give the 
reader a particular account of the ufe and profit of 
a vegetable, which is poffibly of all others the molt 
generally ferviceable to the conveniencies, as well 
as the neceflities of human life. Yet this tree, that 
is of fuch great ufe, and efteemed fo much in the 
Eaft Indies, is fcarce regarded in the Weft Indies, 
for want of the knowledge of the benefit which it 

may 
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jiiay produce; And it is partly for the fake of my. 
€ountrymen in our American plantations, that I 
have fpoken fo largely of it. For the hot climates 
até a very proper foil for it; and indeed it is fo 
hardy; both in the raifing, and when grows, that, 
it will thrive as well in dry fandy ground as in rich 
land. I have found them growing very well in 
low fandy iflands (on the weft of Sumatra) that are 
overflowed with the fea every fpring-tide, and: tho’ 
the nuts there are not very big, yet this is no Jofs; 
for the knernel is thick and fweet, and the milk, or 
water in the infide, is more pleafant and {weet, than 
of the. nuts that grow in rich ground, which are 
commonly large indeed, but not very fweet.. Thefe 
at Guam growing on dry ground, are of a middle 
fizé, and I think the fweeteft I ever tafted. Thus 
inuch for the cocoa-nut. SEU ak Nh) 
The lime is a fort of baftard or crab-lemon. The’ 
tree; or bufh that bears it is prickly, like a thorn, 
Srowing full of {mall boughs. In Jamaica, and 
ether places, they make of the lime-bufh fences a- 
bout gardens, or any other inclofure, by planting 
flie feeds clofe together, which growing up thick, _ 

fpread abroad, and make a very good hedge. The 
fruit is like a lemon, but fmaller; the rind thin, 
and the inclofed fubftance full of juice. The juice 
is very tart, yet of a pleafant tafte if {weetned with 
fugar. It is chiefly ufed for making punch, both 
in the Eaft and Weft Indies, as well afhore as at 
fea; and much of it is for that purpofe brought 
home to England from our Weft India plantations. — 
It is alfo ufed for a particular kind of fauce, which 
is called pepper-fauce, and 1s made of cod-peppers 
commonly called Guinea-pepper, boiled in water, 
and then pickled with falt, and mixed with lime- 
juice to preferve it. Limes grow plentifully in the — 
Fatt and Weft Indies within the tropicks, vs ie 
€ 


Capt, WILLIAM DAMPIER. 429 


‘The bread-fruit (as we eall it) grows on a large 

° . Or 
tree, as big and as high as our largeft apple-trees, 
It hath a fpreading head full of branches, and dark 
leaves, The fruit grows on the boughs like apples, 
it is as big as a penny loaf when wheat is at hve 
fhillings the bufhel. It is of a round fhape, and 
hath a thick tough rind. When the fruit is ripe it 
is yellow and foft; and the tafte is {weet and plea- 
fant. »The natives of this ifland ufe it for bread: 
they gather it when full crown, while it is green 
and hard; then they bake it in an oven, which 
fcorcheth the rind and makes it black; but they 
{crape aff the outfide black cruft, and the infide is 
foft, tender, and white like the crumb of a penny 
loaf. There is neither feed nor ftone in the infide, 
but all is of a pure fubftance like bread : it muft be 
eaten new, for if itis kept above twenty-four hours, 
it becomes dry, and eats harfh and choaky ; but it 
is very pleafant before it 1s too ftale. This fruit 
laft in feafon eight months in the year, durin 
which time the natives eat no. other fort of food of 
bread kind. I never faw of this fruit any where but 
here. The natives told us, that there is plenty of 
this fruit growing on the reft of the Ladrore iflands, 
and I never heard of it any where elfe. | 

They have here fome rice alfo: but the ifand 

being of a dry foil, and therefore not very proper 
for it, they do not fow very much, © Fifh is icarce 
about this ifland; yet on the fhoal that our bark 
came over there was great plenty, and the natives 
commonly go thither to fith. 

The natives of this ifland are ftrong bodied, large 
limb’d and well fhap’d. They are copper-colour- 
ed, like other Indians ; their hair is black and long, 
their eyes meanly proportioned, they have prett 
high nofes, their lips are pretty fyll, and their ‘el 
indifferent white. They are long vilaged, and fern 
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of countenance, yet we found them to be affable 
and courteous. They are many of them troubled 
with a kind of a leprofy. This diftemper is very 
common at Mindanao : therefore I fhall fpeak more 
of it in my next chapter. They of Guam are other- 
wife very healthy, efpecially in the dry feafon; but 
in the wet feaion, which comes on in June, and 
holds till October, the air is more thick and un- 
wholfome; which occafions fevers, but the rains 
are not violent nor lafting. For the ifland lies fo 
far wefterly from the Phillipine iflands, or any o- 
ther land, that the wefterly winds do feldom blow 
fo far, and when they do, they do not laft long, 
but the eafterly winds conftantly blow here, which 
are dry and healthy , and this ifland is found to be 
very healthful, as we were informed while we lay 
by it. The natives are very. ingenious beyond any 
people, in making boats, or proes, as they are cal- 
ed in the Eaft Indies, and therein they take great 
delight. Thefe are built fharp at both ends, the bot- 
tom is of one piece, made like the bottom of a lit- 
tle canoe, very neatly dug, and left of a good fub- 
ftance. This bottom part is inftead of a keel. It 
is about twenty-fix or twenty-eight feet long; the 
under part of this keel is made round, but ‘acliben 
to a wedge and {mooth; and the upper part is al- 
moft flat, having a very gentle hollow, and is about 
a foot broad: From hence both fides of the boat 
are carried up to about five feet high with narrow 
plank, not above four or five inches broad, and 
each end of the boat turns up round, very prettily. ‘ 
But what is very fingular, one fide of the boat is 
made perpendicular, like a wall, while the other is 
rounding, as other vefiels are with a pretty full belly. 
Juft in the middle it is about four or five feet broad 
aloft, or more according to the length of the boat. 
ee matt ftands exactly i in the middie, with a long 
yard 
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yard that peeps up and down like a mizen-yard, 
One end of it reacheth down to the end or head of 
the boat, where it is placed in a notch, that is made 
there purpofely to receive it, and keep it faft. The 
other end hangs over the ftern: To this yard the 
fail is faftened. At the foot of the fail there is ano- 
ther fmall yard, to keep the fail out fquare, and to 
roll up the fail on when it blows hard : for it ferves 
inftead of a reef to take up the fail to what degree 
they pleafe, according to the ftrength of the wind. 
Along the belly-fide of the boat, parallel with it, 
at about fix or feven feet diftance, lies another {mall 
boat, or canoe, being a log of very light wood, 
almoft as long as the great boat, but not fo wide, 
being not above a foot and an half wide at the up- 
per part, and very fharp like a wedge at each end. 
And there are two bamboes of about eight or ten 
feet long, and as big as ones leg, placed over the 
great boat’s fide, one near each end of it, and reach- 
ing about fix or feven feet from the fide of the boat ; 
by the help of which the little boat is made firm 
and contiguous to the other. Thefe are generally 
called by the Dutch, and the Englifh from them, 
outlagers. The ufe of them is to keep the great 
boat upright from over-fetting ; becaufe the wind 
here being in a manner conttantly eaft, (or if it 
were at weit it would be the fame thing) and the 
range of thefe iflands, where their bufinefs lies to 
and fro, being moftly north and fouth, they turn the 
flat fide of the boat againft the wind upon which 
they fail, and the belly-fide, confequently, with its 
little boat, is upon the lee; and the vefiel having 
a head at each end, fo as to fail with either of them 
foremott (indifferently) they need not tack, or go 
about, as all our veflels do, but each end of the 
boat ferves either for head or {tern as, they-pleafe. 
When they ply to windward, and are minded to go 
about, 
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| : 
about, he that fteers bears away a little from the 
wind, by which means the ftern comes to the wind, 
which 4 is now become the head, only by fhifting the 
énd of the yard, This boat is fteered with a broad 
paddle, inftead of a rudder. I have been the more 
particular in defcribing thefe boats, becaufe I be- 
lieve they fail the belt of any boats in the world, 
I did here for my own fatisfaction try the fwiftnefs 


of one of them; failing by our log, we had twelve 


knots on our eels and fhe run it all out before the 
half minute glafs was half out; which, if it had 
been no more, is after the rate of twelve mile an 
hour ; but I do believe the would have run twenty- 
four mile an hour. It was very pleafant to fee the 
littie boat running along fo {witt by the others fide, 

The native licians are not lefs dextrous in ma- 
naging than in building thefe boats. By report, 
they will go from hence to another of the Ladrone 
iflands about thirty leagues off, and there do their 
bufinefs, and return again in lefs than twelve hours, 


I was told that one eet thefe boats was fent exprefs to 


Manila, which is above four hundred leagues, and 
performed the voyage in four days time. There 
are of thefe proes or boats ufed in many places of 
the Eaft Indies, but with a belly and a little on 
each fide. Only at Mindanao I faw one like thefe 
with the belly and little boat only on one fide; and 
ihe other flat, but not fo neatly built, 

‘The Indians of Guam have neat Tittle. outs 
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chet in the chriftian Wilson | 
The Spaniards have a {mall fort on the ee fide, 
near the fouth end, with fix guns in it. There 
ig a governor, and twenty or thirty Spanith foldiers. 
There are no more i on the ifland, aa 
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two or three priefts. Not long before we arrived 


here, the natives rofe on the Spaniards to deftroy 
them, and did kill many; but the governor with 


his foldiers at length prevailed, and drove them out 
of the fort: fo when they found themfelves difap- 


‘pointed of their intent, they deftroyed the planta- 
‘tions and ftock, and then went away to other iflands. 


There were then three or four hundred Indians on 


‘this ifland; but now there are not above one hun- 
‘dred, for all that were in this confpiracy went a- 


way. As for thefe who yet remain, if they were 
not actually concerned in that broil, yet their hearts 


alfo are bent againft the Spaniards, for they offered 
to carry us to the fort, and affift us in the conqueft 
sof the ifland, but captain Swan was not for moleift- 
ing the Spaniards here, 


Before we came to an anchor here, one of the 


 -priefts came on board in the night with three In- 
-dians. They firft hailed us to know from whence 


we came, and what we were ; to whom anfwer was 
made in Spanifh, that we were Spaniards, and that 
we came from Acapulco. It being dark, they could 


not fee the make of our fhip, nor very well difcern 


what we were. ‘Therefore they ‘came on board, 
perceiving their miftake, in taking us for a Spanifh 
fhip, they endeavoured to get from us again, but 


we held their boat faft, and made them come in. 


Captain Swan received the prieft with much civi- 


lity, and condu@tiing him into the great cabin de- 
clared, that the realon of our coming to this ifland 
was want of provifion, and'that he came not in any 


hoftile manner, but as a friend to purchafe with his 
money what he wanted, and therefore defired the 
prieft to write a letter to the governor, to inform 


him what we were, and on what account we came. 
_ For having him now on board, the captain was 


willing to detain him as an hoftage, till we had 
No. 14. Ee provifion. 
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provifion. The padre told captain Swan that pro- 
vifion was now {earce on the ifland, but would en- 
gage that the governor would do his utmoft to fur- 
ntih us. 


In the morning the Indians, in whofe boat or — 


proe the frier came on board, were fent to the go- 
vernor with two letters, one from the frier, and 
another very obliging one from captain Swan, and 
a prefent of four yards of fcarlet cloth, and a piece 
of broad filver and gold lace. The governor lives 
near the fouth end of the ifland on the weit fide, 
which was about five leagues from the place where 
we were, therefore we did not expect an anfwer till 
the evening, not knowing then how nimble they 
were. Therefore when the Indian canoe was di- 
fpatched away to the governor, we hoifed out two 
of our canoes, and fent one a fifhing and the other 


afhore for cocoa nuts. Our fifhing canoe got no-— 


thing, but the men that went afhore for cocoa-nuts 
came off Jaden. 
About eleven-o’clock that fame morning, the go- 
vernor of the ifland fent a letter to captain Swan, 
complimenting him for his prefent, and promifing 
to fupport us with as much provifion as he could 
poffibly fpare; and as a token of his gratitude, he 
jent a preient of fix hogs, of a {mall fort, moit ex- 
cellent meat, the beft I think ‘that ever I eat : they 
are fed with cocoa nuts, and their flefh is hard as 
brifket beef. They were doubtlefs of that breed in 
America which came originally from Spain. He 
fent alfo twelve mufk-melons, larger than ours in 
England, and as many. water-melons, both forts 
here being a very excellent fruit, and an order to 
the Indians that lived in a village not far from our 


fhip, to beke every day as much of the bread- fruit 


as we defired, and to affift, us in getting as many 


dry cocoa nuts as we would have, which they ac- 
cordinly 
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cordingly did, and brought off the bread-fruit eve- 
ry day hor, as much as we could eat. After this 
the governor fent every day a canoe or two with 
hogs and fruit, and defired for the fame, powder, 
fhot, and arms, which was fent according to his 
requeft. We had a delicate large Englifh dog, which 
the governor defired, and had it given him very 
freely by the captain, though much againft the 
erain of many of his men, who had a great value 
for that dog. Captain Swan endeavoured to get 
this governors letter of recommendation to fome 
merchants at Manila, for he had then a defign to 
20 to fort St. George, and from thence intended to 
trade to Manila; but this defign was concealed from 
the company. While we lay here the Acapulco 

fhip arrived in fight of the ifland, but did not come 
: " in the fight of us; for the governor fent an Indian 


proe with advice of our being here. Therefore fhe 
ftood off to the fouthward of the ifland, and com- 
ing foul of the fame fhoal that our bark had run 
over before, was in great danger of being loft there, 
for fhe ftruck off her rudder, and with much ado 
- got clear; but not till after three days labour. For 
tho’ the fhoal be fo near the ifland, and the Indians 
go off and fifh there every day, yet the matter of 
the Acapulco fhip, who fhould (one would think) 
know thefe parts was utterly ignorant of it. This 
their ftriking on the fhoal we heard afterward, when 
| we were on the coaft of Manila; but thefe Indians 
of Guam did fpeak of her being in fight of the | 
ifland while we lay there, which put our men in a Gees || 
great heat to go out after her, but captain Swan ot 
perfuaded them out of that humour, for he was 
now wholly averfe to any hoftile action. i; 
The goth day of May the governor fent his laft i 
prefent, which was fome hogs, a jar of pickled 
mangoes, ajar of excellent pickled fifh, and a jar 
BE e2 7 | of 
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of fine rufk, or bread of fine wheat flour, baked 
like bifket, but not fo hard. He fent befides fix or 
feven packs of rice, defiring to be excufed from 
fending any more provifion to us, faying he had no 
more on the ifland that he could fpare. He fent. 
word alfo that the weft monfoon was at hand, that 
therefore it behoved us to be jogging from hence, 
uniefs \ we were refolved’ to return back to America 
again. Captain Swan returned him thanks for his 
-kindnefs and advice, and took his leave, and the 
fame day fent the frier afhore that was feized on at 
our firft arrival, and gave him a large brafs clock, 
an aftrolabe, and a large telefcope ; ; for which pre- 
dent the frier fent us on board fix hogs, a roafting 
pig, three or four bufhels of potatoes, and fifty 
pound of Manila tobacco. Then we prepared to 
be gone, being pretty well furnithed with provifion — 
to carry us to ) Mindanao, where we defigned next — 
to touch. We took on board us as many cocoa 
nuts as we could well ftow, and we had a good 
ftock of tice, and about fifty hogs in falt. . 


CHAP. XVI 


They refolve to go to Mindanao, one of ihe Phillip- 
pine iflands: the ifland and its natural fiate deferibed. 


,] HILE we lay at Guam, we took a refolu- 
¥ ¥Y tion of going to Mindanao, one of the 
Philippine iflands, being told by the frier and o- 
thers, that it was exceedingly well ftored with pro- 
vifions, that the natives were mahometans, and that 
they had formerly a commerce with the Spaniards, 
but that now they were at wars with them. This 
iland was therefore thought to be a convenient 
place for us to go to; for befides that, it was in 
our way to the Ealt- Indies, which we had refolved 
to 
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to vifit; and that the wefterly monfoon was at hand, 
which would oblige us to fhelter fomewhere in a 
fhort time, and that we could not expect good har- 
bours in a better place than in fo large an ifland as 
Mindanao: betides all this, I fay, the inhabitants 
of Mindanao being then, as we were told, (though 
-falfly) at wars with the Spaniards, our men, who 
it fhould feem were very fqueamifh of plundering 
without licence, derived hopes from thence of get- 
ting a commiffion there from the prince of the 
ifland, to plunder the Spanifh fhips about Manila, 
and fo to makeMindanao their common rendezvous. 
And if captain Swan was minded to go to an Eng- 
lifh port, yet his men, who thought he intended to 
leave them, hoped to get veffels and pilots at Min- 
danao fit for their turn, to cruize on the coaft of 
Manila. As for captain Swan, he was willing 
enough to go thither, as beft fuiting his own defign ; 
and therefore this voyage was concluded on by ge- 
neral confent. Me Ph 

_ Accordingly June the 2d, 1686, we lefe Guam, 
bound for Mindanao: we had fair weather, and a 
pretty fmart gale of wind at eaft, for three or four 
days, then it fhifted to the S. W. being rainy, but 
{oon came about again to the eaft, and blew a gen- 
tle gale, yet it often fhuffled about to the fouth eaft. 
For though in the Eaft Indies the winds fhift in 
April, yet we found this to be the fhifting feafon 
for the winds here, the other fhifting feafon being 
in Oétober, fooner or later, all over India. As to 
our courfe from Guam to the Phillippine iflands, 
we found it, as I intimated before, agreeable enough 
with the account of our common draughts. 

The a1ft day of June we arrived at the ifland St. 
ohn, which is one of the Phillippine iflands. The 
hillippines are a great company of large iflands, 

taking up about 13 deg. of lat, in length, reaching 
Bes nearly 
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nearly from 5 deg. of N. lat. to the 19th degree, 
and in breadth about 6 deg. of long. They derive 


this name from Philip the 2d king of Spain, and 


even now mott of them belong to that crown. 

The chief ifland in this range is Luconia, which 
lies on the north of them all. At this ifland Ma- 
gellan died on the voyage that he was making round 
the world. For after he had paft thofe ftreights be- 
tween the fouth end of America and Terra del Fue- 
20, which now bears his name, and ranged down 
in the fouth feas on the back of A anictt from 

thence ftretching over to the Eaft Indies, he fell in 
with the Ladrone iflands, and from thence fteering 
eaft ftill, he fell in with thefe Phillippine iflands and 
anchored at Luconia, where he warr’d with the na- 
tive Indians, to bring them in obedience to his ma- 
fter the king of Spain, and was by them kill’d with 
a poifoned arrow. It is now wholly under the Spa- 
niards, who have feveral towns there. The chief 
is Manila, which is a large fea port town near the 
S. E. end, oppofite to the ifland Mindora. It is a 
place of great ftrength and trade: The two great 
Acapulco fhips before mentioned . fetching from 
hence all forts of Eaft India eorttatadinieae which 
are brought hither by foreigners, efpecially by the 
Chinefe, "and the Portuguele. Sometimes the Eng- 
lith merchants of fort St. George fend their fhips 
hither as it were by ftealth, under the charge of 
Portuguefe pilots and mariners ; for as yet we can- 
not get the Spaniards there to a commerce with us 
or the Dutch, although they have but few fhips of 
their own. This feems to arife from a jealouty or 
fear of difcovering the riches of thefe iflands, for 
mott, if not all the Phillippine iflands, are rich in 
gold: and the Spaniards have no place of much 
-ftreneth in all thefe iflands that I could ever hear of, 
befides Manila itfelf. Yet they have veer and 
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towns on feveral of the iflands, and padres or priefts 
to inftrué the native Indians, from whom they get 
their gold. Ooi 
The Spanifh inhabitants, of the fmaller iflands 
efpecially, would willingly trade with us if the go- 
vernment was not fo fevere againft it; for they have 
‘no goods but what are brought from Manila at an 
extraordinary dear rate. J am of opinion, that if 
any of our nations would feck a trade with them, 
they would not lofe their labour 5 for the Spaniards | 
‘can and will fmugele, as our feamen call trading - ie 
by ftealth, as well as any nation that L[know; and — i 
our Jamaicans are to their profit fenfible enough:of | 
it. “And I have been informed that captain Good- 
lud, of London, in a voyage which he made from 
Mindanao to China, touched at fome of thefe iflands 
and was civilly treated by the Spaniards, who bought 
fome of his commodities, giving him a very good 
price for the fame. | Bik 
| There are about twelve or fourteen more large 
iflands lying to the fouthward of Luconia; moft of 
which, as I faid before, are mhabited by the Spani- 
ards. Befides thefe there are an infinite numberof 
{mall iflands of no account, and even the great 
iflands, many of them, are without names, or at 
leaft fo varioufly fet down, that I find the fame - 
iflands called by divers names. 3 , 
~The ifland St. John and Mindanao are the fouth- 
ermott of all thefe iflands, and are the only iflands 
in all this range that are not fubject to the Spaniards. fz 
St. John’s ifland is on the eaft fide of Mindanao, a 
and diftant from it three or four leagues. [tis in 
Jat. about feven or eight north. This ifland is in 
length about thirty eight leagues, ftretching N. N. 
| W. and S: S. E. and in breadth about twenty four 
: leagues, in the middle of the ifland. The norther- 
moft end is broader, and’ the fouthermoft narrower. 
! Be 4 ‘This 
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This ifland is of a good height, and full of many 
fmall hills. The land at the fouth eaft end, where 
I was afhore, is of a fat black mould, and the 
whole ifland feems to partake of the fame fatnefs by 
the vaft number of large trees that it produceth, 
for it looks all over like one great grove. 
As we were paffing by the S. E. end we faw a 
canoe of the natives under the fhore, therefore one 
of our canoes went after to have fpoken her, but 
fhe run away from. us, feeing themfelves chaced, 
put their canoes afhore, leaving her, fled into the 
woods, nor would be allured to come to us, altho* 
we did what we could to entice them; befides thefe - 
men, we Jaw no more here, nor fign of any inhabi-_ 
tants at.this end... >.< dtd: | inoue 
| When .we came on board our. fhip again, we 
fteered away for the ifland Mindanao, which was 
now fair in fight of us, it being, about ten leagues 
diftant from this part of St. John’s. The 22d day 
we came within a league of the eaft fide of the ifland 
Mindanao, and having the wind at S..F.. we fteered 
towards the north end, keeping on the eaft fide, till 
we came into the lat..of 7d. 40 m. and there we 
anchored ina fmall bay, about a mile from the 
{hore, in ten fathom water, rocky foul ground. 
-- Some. of qur books. gave us an account, that — 
Mindanao city and ifle lies in 7 d..40 m. we guefs’d 
that. the middle. of the ifland. might lie in this lat. 
but we were at agreat lofs where to. find the city, 
whether on the eaft or weft fide. Indeed, had it 
been a {mall ifland, lying open to the eaftern wind, 
we might probably have fearched firft on the weft 
fide ; for commonly the iflands within the tropicks, — 
or within the bounds of the trade-winds, have their 
harbours on the weft fide, as beft fheltered; but the 
ifland Mindanao being guarded on the eaft fide by 
St, John’s ifland, we might as reafonably erpechn 4 
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find the harbour and city on this fide, as any where 
elfe; but coming into the latitude in which we 
_ judged the city might be, found no canoes or peo- 
ple, that might give us any account of a city, or 
place of trade near at hand, though we coafted 
within a league of the fhore. | 

The ifland Mindanao is the biggeft of all the 
Phillippine iflands, except Luconia. It is about fixty 
leagues long, and forty or fifty broad. The fouth 
end is in about 5 d. N. and the N. W. end reaches 
almoft to 8d. N. It is a very mountainous ifland, 
full of hills and valleys. The mould in general is 
deep and black, and extraordinary fat and fruitful. 
The fides of the hills are ftony, yet productive 
enough of very large tall trees. In the heart of the 
country there are {ome mountains that yield good 
gold. The valleys are well moiftned with pleafant 
brooks, and {mall rivers of delicate water, and have 
trees of divers forts flourifhing and green all the 
year. The trees in general are very large, and moft 
of them are of kinds unknown to us. 


There is one fort which deferves particular no- 


tice, called oy the natives libby trees. Thefe 
- grow wild in great groves of five or fix miles long, 
by the fides of the rivers. Of thefe trees Sago is 
~made, which the poor country people eat inftead of 
bread, three or four months in the year. This tree, 
for it body and fhape, is much like the palmeto- 
tree, or the cabbage-tree, but not fo tall as the lat- 
ter. The bark and wood is hard and thin like a 
fhell, and full of white pith, like the pith of an 
elder. This tree they cut down, and {plit it in the 
middle, and fcrape out all the pith, which they 
beat luftily with a wooden peftle in a great mortar 
or trough, and then put into a cloth or {trainer held 
over a trough; and pouring water in among the 
pith, they ftir it about in the cloth, fo the water 
| _ carries 
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_ carries all the fubftance of the pith thro’ the cloth 


down into the trough, leaving nothing in the cloth 
but a light fort of hufk, which they “throw away 3 
bot thar AvhiciiAallh imidiehie trough fettles in a 
fhort time to the bottom like mud, then they draw 
off the water, and take up the muddy fubftance, 
wherewith they make cakes; which being baked 
proves very good bread. 

The Mindanao people live three or four months 
of the yedr on this food for their bread kind. The 
native Indians of Teranate and Tidore, and all the — 
Spice Iflands, have plenty of thefe trees, and ufe 
them for food in the fame manner, as I have been 
informed by Mr. Caril Rofy, who is now com- 
mander of one of the king’s fhips. He was one 
of our company at this time; and being left with — 
captain Swan at Mindanao, went afterwards to Te- 
ranate, and lived there among the Dutch a year or 
two. The fago which is tranfported into other parts 
of the Eaft Indies, is dried in {mall pieces like lit- 
tle feeds or comfits, and commonly eaten with milk 
of almonds by thofe that are troubled with the flux, 
for it 1s a great binder, and very Sis in that di- 
ftemper. 

In fome places 6f Mindanao there is plenty: of 
fice; but in the hilly land they plant yams, pota- 
toes, and pumpions, all which thrive very well. 
The other fruits of this ifland are water- -melons, 
mufk-melons, plantains, bonanoes, guavas, nut- 
megs, cloves, betel-nuts, durians, jacks or AL ress 
cocoa-nuts, oranges, &c. 

The plantain I take to be the king af all fie: 
not except the cocoa itfelf. The tree that bears this 
fruit is about three feet, or three feet and an half 
round, and ten or twelve feet high. Thefe trees 
are not raifed from feed, for they feem not to have 


any, but from the roots of other old trees. If thefe 


young 
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young fuckers are taken out of the ground, and 
planted in another place, it will be fifteen months 
‘before the bear, but if let ftand in their own native 
foil, they will bear in twelve months. As foon as 
the fruit is ripe the tree decays, bur then there are 
many young ones growing up to fupply its place. 
When this tree firft fprings out of the ground, it 
comes up with two leaves; and by that time it 1s a 
foot high, two more fpring up in the infide of them, 
and in a fhort time after two more within them, 
and foon. By that time the tree is a month old, 
you may perceive a fmall body almoft as big as 
ones arm, and then there are eight or ten leaves, 
fome of them four or five feet high. The firft 
leaves that it fhoots forth are not above a foot long, 
and half a foot broad, and the ftem that bears them 
no bigger than ones finger; but as the tree grows 
higher the leaves are larger. As the young leaves 
{pring up in the infide, fo the old leaves {fpread off, 
and their tops droop. downward, being of greater 
length and breadth, by how much they are nearer 
the root, and at laft decay and rot off, but fill there 
are young leaves {pring up out of the top, which 
makes the tree look always green and flourifhing. 
When the tree is full grown, the leaves are feven 
or eight feet long, and a foot and half broad; to- 
wards the end they are fmaller, and end with a 
round point. The ftem of the leaf is as big as a 
man’s arm, almoft round, and about a foot in 
length, between the leaf and the body of the tree. 
That part of the ftem which comes from the tree, 
:f it be the outfide leaf, feems to enclofe half the 
body, as it were with a thick hide; and right 
againft it, on the other fide of the tree, is another 
fuch anfwering to it. The next two leaves, in the 
infide of thefe, grow oppofite to each other, in the 
fame manner, but fo that if the two outward er 
nort 
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and fouth, thefe grow eaft and weft, and thofe ftill 
within them keep the fame order.. Thus the body 
of this tree feems to be made up of many thick’ 
fkins, growing one oyer another, and when it is 
full grown, there fprings out of the top a {trong 
ftem, harder in fubftance than any other part of the 
body. This ftem fhoots forth at the heart of the 
tree, is as big as a man’s arm, and as long, and 
the fruit grows in clufters round it, firft bloffomn- 
ing, and ‘then fhooting forth the fruit. It is fo ex- 
cellent, that the Spaniards give it the pre-eminence 
ef all other fruit, as moft conducing to life. It 
grows in a pod about fix or feven inches long, and 
as big as a man’s arm. The fhell, rind or pod, is 
foft, and of a yellow colour when ripe. It refem- 
bles in fhape a hogs-gut pudding. The inclofed 
fruit is no harder than butter in winter, and is 
much of the colour of-the pureft yellow butter. It 
is of a delicate taite, and melts in ones mouth like 
marmalet. It is all pure pulp, without any feed, 
kernel or ftone. This fruit is fo much efteemed by. 
all Europeans that fettle in America, that when they 
make a new plantation, they commonly begin with 
a good plantain-walk, as they call it, ora : field of 
plantains ; ; and as their family increafes, fo they 
augment the plantain-wall, keeping ore man pur- 
potely to prune the trees, and gather the fruit as he. 
fees convenient. For the trees continue bearing, 
fome or other, moft part of the year; and this is 
many times the whole food on which a whole fami- 
ly fubfifts. They thrive only in rich fat ground, 
for poor fandy land will not bear them. The Spa. ~ 
niards in their towns in America, as at Havanna, 


Carthagena, Portobello, &c. have their markets 


full of ‘plantains, being the common food for poor 
people: Their common price is half a rial or 3d. a 
dozen. When this: fruit is only ufed for bread, it 
: ig 
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js roafted or boiled when it’s juft full grown, but 
not yet ripe or turned yellow. Poor people, or ne- 
eroes, that have neither fith nor flefh to eat with it, 
make fauce with cod pepper, falt and lime juice, 
which makes it eat very favory, much better than 


a cruft of bread alone. Sometimes for a change - 


they eat a roafted plantain, and a ripe raw plantain 
together, which is inftead of bread and butter. 
- They eat very pleafant fo, and I have made many 
‘a good meal in this manner. Sometimes our Englifh 
take fix or feven ripe plantains, and mafhing them 
together, make them in a lump, and boil them in- 
-ftead of a bag-pudding, which they call a buff- 
jacket ; and this is a very good way for a change. 
This fruit makes alfo very good tarts; and the 
green plaintains fliced thin, and dried in the fun, 
and grated, will make a fort of flour which is ve- 
ry good to make puddings. A ripe plantain fliced 
and dried in the fun may be preferved a great while, 
and then eats like figs, very fweet and pleafant. 
The Darien Indians preferve them a long time, by 
drying them gently over the fire, mafhing them 
firft, and moulding them into lumps. ‘The Mos- 
kito Indians will take a ripe plantain and roaft it, 
then take a pint and a halt of water in a calabafh, 
and fqueeze the plantain in pieces with their hands, 
mixing it with the water, which they drink all off 
together : this they cai! mifhlaw, and it is pleafant 
fweet, and nourifhing, fome what like lambs-wool 
(as it is called) made with apples and ale: and of 
this fruit alone many thoufands of Indian families 
in the Weft Indies have their whole fubfiftence. 
When they make drink with them, they take ten 
or twelve ripe plantains and mafh them well ina 
rrough, then they put two gallons of water among 
them, and this in two hours time will ferment and 
froth like wort. In four hours it is fit to drink, 
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and then they bottle it, and drink it as they have 
occafion : but this will not keep above twenty-four 
or thirty hours. Thole therefore that ufe this drink, 
brew it in this manner every morning. When I 
went firft to Jamaica I could relifh no other drink 
they had there. It drinks brifk and cool, and is 
very pleafant. This drink is windy, and fo is the 
fruit eaten raw, but boiled or roafted it is not fo. 
If this drink is kept above thirty hours, it grows 
fharp; and if then it be put out into the fun, it 
will become very good vinegar. This fruit grows 
all over the Welt Indies (in the proper climates) at 
Guinea, and in the Eaft Indies. 

As the fruit of this tree is of great ufe for fad? 
fo is the body no lefs ferviceable to make cloaths ; 
but this I never knew till I came to this ifland. The 
ordinary people of Mindanao wear no other cloth. 
‘The tree never bearing but once, and fo being fell’d 
when the fruit is ripe, they cut it down clofe | by the 
ground, if they intend to make cloth with it. One 
blow with a macheat, or long knife, will ftrike ic 
afunder; then they cut off the top, leaving the 
trunk eight or ten feet long, {tripping off the outer 
rind, which is thickeft towards the lower end ; hav- 
ing ftrip’ d two or three of thefe rinds, the trudk 
becomes in a manner all of one bignefs, and of a 
whitifh colour ; then they fplit the trunk in the 
middle, which being done, they fplit the two 
haives again, as near ‘the middle as they can. This 
they leave in the fun two or three days, in which 
time part of the juicy fubftance of the tree dries 
away, and then the ends will appear full of {mall 
threads. The women, whofe employment it is to 
male the cloth, take hold of thefe threads one by 
one, which rend away eafily from one end of the 

trunk to the other, in bignefs like a whited brown | 
ae for the threads are naturally of a determi- 
nate 
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nate bignefs, as I obferved their cloth to be all of | | 
one fubiftance and equal finenefs ; but it is {tubborn 
when new, wears out foon, and when wet, feels a | 
little limy. They make their pieces feven. or eight | 


are binding, and. much eaten by thofe that have 
fluxes. The country people gave them us for that 
ufe, and with good fuccels. | | 
The bonano tree is exactly like the plantain for | 
fhape and bignefs, nor eafily diftingnifhable from I, 
it but by its fruit, which is a great deal fmaller, and | 
not above half fo long as a plantain, being alfo i, 
_ more mellow and foft, lefs lufcious, yet of a more 7 ta 
delicate tafte. They ufe this for the making drink a. 
oftener than plantains, and it is the beft when ufed | 
for drink, or eaten as fruit; but it is not fo good for 
bread, nor doth it eat well at all when roafted or 
boil’d ; fo it is only neceflity that makes any ule it 
this way. They grow generally where’ plantains 
do, being fet intermixt with them purpofely in ‘their 
plantain-walks. ‘They have plenty of clove-bark, 
of which I faw a fhip load; and as for cloves, Raja 
Laut, whom I fhall have occaficn to mention, 
told me, that if the Englifh would fettle there, they & 
could order matters fo in alittle time, as to fend a = 
fhip load of cloves from thence every year. I have ss 
been informed that they grow on the boughs of a 
tree about as big as a plumb tree, but I never hap- 
pened to fee any of them. i 
_ L have not feen the nutmeg trees any where, but | 
the nutmegs this ifland produces are fair and large, 
yet they have no great ftore of them, being unwil- 
ling 


= 


yards long, their warp and woof all of one thick~ s: 
nefs and fubftance. i «.: 
There is another fort of plantains in that ifland, ‘€ 
which are fhorter and lefs than the others, which I ie 
never faw any where but here. Thefe are full of ps 
black feeds mix’d quite through the fruit. They es 
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ling to propagate them or the cloves, for fear that 
thould invite the Dutch to vifit them, and bring 
them into fubjection, as they have done the reft of 
a the neighbouring iflands whete they grow. For 4 
| the Dutch oe feated among the fpice iflands, © 
have monopolized all the trade into. their own 
hands, and will not fuffer any of the natives to 
difpofe of it, but to themfelves alone. Nay, they 
are fo careful to preferve-it in their own hands, 
that they will not fuffer the fpice to grow in the 
uninhabited iflands, but fend foldiers to cut the 
trees down. Captain Rofy told me, that while he 
lived with the Dutch, he was fent with other men 
to cut down the fpice-trees ; and that he himfelf did 
at feveral times cut down feven or eight hundred 
trees. Yet although the Dutch take fuch care to. 
deftroy them, there are many uninhabited iflands 
that have great plenty of {pice-trees, as I have been 
informed by Dutchmen that have been there, par- 
ticularly by a captain of a Dutch fhip that I met 
with at Achin, who told me, that near the ifland ( 
Banda, there is an ifland where the cloves falling 
from the trees lie and rot on the ground, and they ‘ 
are at the time when the fruit fails, ae or four 
inches thick under the trees. He and fome others 
told me, that it would not be a hard matter for an 
Englith veffel to purchale a fhips cargo of fpice, of 
the natives of fome of thefe {pice iflands. 

He was a free merchant that told me this. For 
by that name the Dutch and Englith in the Eaft 
Indies, diftinguifh thofe merchants who are not fer- 
vants to the. company. The free merchants’ are 
not fuilered to trade to the fpice iflands, nor to ma- 
ny other places where the. Dutch have factories, but 
on the other hand, they are fuffered to trade to fome 

places where the Dutch company themfelves may | 
not trade, as to Achin particularly, for ee are 
ome 
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fome princes in the Indies, who will not trade with 
the company for fear of them. The feamen that 
go to the {pice iflands are obliged to bring no {pice 
from thence for themfelves, except a {mall matter 
for their own ufe, about a pound or two. Yet the 
matters of thofe fhips do commonly fo order their 
bufinefs, that they often fecure a good quantity, 
and fend it afhore to fome place near Batavia, be- 
fore they come into that harbour, (for it is always 
brought thither firft before it is fent to Europe) and 
if they meet any veffel at fea that will buy their 
cloves, they will fell ten or fifteen tons out of one 
hundred, and yet feemingly carry their complement 
to Batavia ; for they pour water among the remain- 
ing part of their cargo, which will fwell them to 
that degree, that the fhips hold will be as full again, 
as it was before any were fold. This trick they ufe 
whenever they difpofe of any clandeftinely, for the 
cloves when they firft take them in are extraordina- 
ry dry, fo will imbibe a. great deal of moifture. 
This is but one inftance, of many hundreds, of 
little deceitful arts the Dutch feamen in thefe parts 
have among them, of which I have beth feen and 
heard feveral. I believe there are no where greater 
thieves ; and nothing will perfuade them to difco- 
ver one another; for fhould any do it, the reft 
would certainly knock him on the head. But to 
return to the products of Mindanao. 

‘The betel-nut is much efteemed here, as it is in 
moft places of the Eaft Indies. The betel tree 
grows like the cabbage tree, but it is not fo big, 
not fo high. The body grows ftreight, about twelve 
or fourteen feet high, without leaf or branch, except 
at the head. ‘There it fpreads forth long branches, 
like other trees of the like nature, as the cabbage- 
tree, the cocoa nut tree, and the palm. Thefe 
branches are about ten or twelve feet long, and their 
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-fiems near the head of the tree as big as a man’s 


arm. On the top of the tree among the branches 
the betel-nut grows on a tough ftem, as big as a 
man’s finger, in clufters much as the cocoa nuts 
do, and forty or fifty in aclufter. This fruit is 
bigger than a nutmeg, much like it but rounder. 
It is much ufed all over the Eaft Indies. The way © 
is to cut it in four pieces, and wrap one of them up 
in an arek-leaf, which, they fpread with a foft pafte 
made of lime or plaifter, and then chew it altoge- 
ther. Every man in thefe parts carries his lime box 
by his fide, and. dipping his finger into it, f{preads 
his betel and arek leaf with it. “The arek is a fmall 
tree or fhrub, of a green bark, and the leaf is long 
and broader than a willow. They are pack’d up to” 


— fell into parts that have them not, to chew with the 


betel. The betel-nut is moft efteem’d when it 1s 
young, and before it grows hard, and then they 
cut it only in two pieces with the green hufk or 
fhell on it. It is then exceedingly juicy, and there- 


fore makes them fpit much. It taftes rough in the | 


mouth, dies the lips red, and makes the teeth black, 
but ic preferves them, and cleanfeth the gums. It 
is alfo accounted very wholfome for the ftomach, 
but fometimes it will caufe great giddinefs in the 
head of thofe that are not ufed to chew it. But 
this is the effect only of the old nut, for the young 
nuts will not do it. I {peak of my own experience. 
_ This ifland produces alfo durians and jacks. The 
trees that bear the durians, are as big as apple- trees 
full of boughs. ‘The rind is thick and rough; the 
fruit is fo large that they grow only about the bo- 
dies, or on the limbs near the body, like the cocoa. 
The fruit is about the bignefs of a large pumpion, 
covered with a.thick green rough rind. When it 
is ripe, the rind begins to turn yellow, but it 1s not 
fit to eat till it opens at the top. . Then the fruit an 
— tne 
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the infide is ripe, and fends forth an excellent fcent. 
When the rind is opened, the fruit may be fplit in- 
to four quarters, each quarter hath feveral cells, | 
that inclofe a certain quantity of the fruit, accord- : | 


ing to the bignefs of the cell, for fome are larger —, 
than others. . The largeft of the fruit may be as i: 
big as a pullets egg: ’tis as white as milk, and as 
foft as cream, and the tafte very delicious to thofe en = 
that are acuftomed to them; but thofe who have Be 
not been ufed to eat them, will diflike them at firft, — ; Ss 
becaufe they fmell like roafted onions. This fruit gZ 
muit be eaten in its prime, for there is no eating of we 
it before it is ripe, and even then ’twill not keep a- ® 
bove a day or two before it putrifies, and turns << 


black, or of adark colour, and then it is not good. Ag 
Within the fruit there is a ftone as big as a fimall 
bean, which hath a thin hell over it. Thofe that 
are minded to eat the ftones or nuts, roaft them, and 
then a thin fhell comes off, which inclofes the nut, 
| and it eats like a chefnut. | us ! 
The jack or jaca is much like the durian, both 
in bignefs and {hape. The trees that bear them alfo 
are much alike, and fo is their manner of the fruits 
growing; but the infide is different, for the fruit of 
the durian is white that of the jack is yellow, and z= 
fuller of ftones. The durian is moft efteemed, yet i: 
the jack is very pleafant fruit, and the ftones or : 
__ kernels are good roafted. ~ 
| There are many other forts of erain, roots and 
| fruits in this ifland, which to give a particular de- 
feription of would fill up a large volume. 
In this ifland are alfo many forts of beafts, both 
wild and tame, as horfes, bulls and cows, buffa- 
loes, goats, wild hogs, deer, monkies, guanos li- 
zards, {nakes, &c. I never faw or heard of any 
| beafts of prey here, as in many other places. The 
| hogs are ugly creatures, they have all great knobs 
| growing 
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growing over their eyes, and there are multitudes 
of them in the woods. They are commonly very 
poor, yet fweet. Deer are here very plentiful in 
jome places, where they are not diiturbed. . 

Of the venemous kind of creatures here are {cor- 
pions, whofe fting is in their tail; and centapees, 
called by the Englifh forty legs, both which are 
alfo common in the Weft Indies, in Jamaica, and 
elfewhere. Thefe centapees are four or five inches 
long, as big as a goofe quill, but flattifh, of a dun 
or redifh colour on the back, but the belly whitifh 
and full of legs on each fide the belly. Their fting 
or bite is more raging than the fcorpion. They lie 
in old houfes and dry timber. There are feveral 
forts of fnakes, fome very poifonous. There is — 
another fort of creature like a guano both in co- 
Jour and fhape, but four times as big, whole 
tongue is like a {mall harpoon, having two beards 
like the beards of a fifh-hook. ‘They are faid to be 
very venemous, but I know not their names. I. 
have feen them in other places alfo, as at Pulo Con- 
dore, or the ifland Condore, and at Achin, and 
have been told that they are in the bay of Bengal. 

The fowls of this country are ducks and hens ; 
other tame fowl I have not feen or heard of any. 
The wild fowl are pigeons, parrots, parakeets, tur- 
tle doves, and abundance of {mall fowls. The bats 
are as big as a,kite. — | if 
_ There are a great many harbours, creeks, and 
good bays for fhips to ride in, and rivers navigable 
for canoes, proes or barks, which are all plentiful- 
ly ftored with fith of divers forts, fo is alfo the ad- 
jacent fea. The chief fith are bonetas, fnooks, ca- 
vallys, bremes,: mullets, ten pounders, &c. Here 
are alfo plenty of fea turtle, and {mall manatee, 
which are not near fo big as thofe in the Weit In- 
dies. The biggeft that 1 faw would not weigh 
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above 6001. but the fiefh both of the turtle and 


. Manatee are very {weet. | 
The weather at Mindanao is temperate enough 
as to heat, tho’ it lies fo near the equator, and efpe- 
cially on the borders near the fea. There they com- 
monly enjoy the breezes by day, and cooling land- 
winds at night. The winds are eafterly one part of 
the year, and wefterly the other. The eafterly 
winds begin to fet in October, and it is the middle 
of November before they are fettled. Thefe winds 
bring fair weather. ‘The welterly winds begin to 
blow in May, but are not fettled till a month after- 
wards. The weft winds always bring rain, torna- 
does, and very tempeftuous weather. At the firft 
coming in of thefe winds, they blow but faintly ; 
but then the tornadoes rife one in a day, fometimes 
two. ‘hefe are thunder fhowers which commonly 
come again{ft the wind, bringing with them a con- 
trary wind to what blew before. After the tornadoes 
are over, the wind fhifts about again, and the fky 
becomes clear, yet then in the valleys and the fides 
of the mountains, there rifes a thick fog, which 
coyers the land. ‘The tornadoes continue thus for 
a week or more, then they come thicker, two or 
three in a day, bringing violent guits of wind, and 
terrible claps of thunder. At laft they come fo faft, 
that the wind remains in the quarter from whence 
thefe tornadoes rife, which is out of the weft, and 
there it fettles till October or November. When 
thefe weftward winds are thus fettled, the fky is all 
in mourning, being covered with black clouds, 
pouring down exceflive rains, fometimes mix’d with 
thunder and lightning, that nothing can be more 
difmal, the winds raging to that degree, that the 
biggeft trees are torn up by the roots, and the ri- 
vers {well and overflow their banks and drown the 
low land, carrying great trees into the fea. Thus 
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it continues fometimes a week together, before the 
fun or ftars appear. ‘The fierceft of this weather 1s 
in the latter end of July and in Auguft, for then | 
the towns feem to ftand in a great pond ; and they 
go from one houfe to another in canoes. At this 


time the water carries away all the filth and nafti- | 
nefs from under their houfes. Whilft this tempe- 
ftuous feafon lafts, the weather is cold and chilly. | 
In September the weather is more moderate, and 3 
the winds are not fo fierce, nor the rain fo violent. : 


The air thenceforward begins to be more clear and 
delightfome; but then in the morning there are 
thick fogs, continuing till-ten’or eleven o’clock be- 
fore the fun fhines out, efpecially when it has rain- | 
ed in the night. In October the eafterly winds be- " 
gin to blow again, and bring fair weather till April. 
Thus much concerning the natural ftate of Minda- 
nao. : 
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